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THE SOUTHLR\ LEAGUE.

GRAVESEND v. LUTON TOWN.
Played at Gravesend on Saturday, Result i~

Iﬂlwn Tﬂwn anshbalabindrashal 2 Eﬂﬂl&
Gravesend ... . 2 goala

Tho teams were s follow :—

Lutcn—Ord ; Stroet and Lindsay; F. Hawlces,
Whito, and Williams; Durrant, Blessington,
Barkor, Tieruey, and Brown.

Gravésend—Hamilton;  Tyler and Lookio;
Parkiogsn, McAvoy, and Bigdon; Mann, Pugh,
AMalden, Rickus, and Pouncy.

Mem, Mr. H. O. Platt. :

Luton woro responsible for another very good

rformance on Saturday, when they went fo
gmvnshnd and made a draw at two goals all,
It was mot quite as good as 1t ought to have
been, for on the play they made out a very good
claim to the two po nts, but unfortunately the
goals were by no means €0 nuMErous as the op-

portunitice of getting them,

g

There was not a very big crowd, the speeta-
tors numbering under a thousand, but few
though they were they managed to get up a little
enthusinsm at the outset, when the Shrimpers
ocertainly had the best of matters. Right at the
very start Ord had to punch away a centre from
Manm, and immediately afterwards Penney
made & good run, and Madden nearly scored
wvith a shot, to which Roger had to concede a
corner. A little later, White fouled Bigden
when thirty yards out, and Ord had to kick away
a well-placed shot by Leckie.

Luton then transferred the play to the other
ond, and Blessington, getting through, passed
the ball forward to Brown, who scored, but was
given offside, notwithstanding Luton's conten-
#ion that the ball had touched one of the Graves-
cnd men before Brown received it. Disappointed,
but not disheartened, Luron went at it again,
and Blessinrton se urel an opening, but caused
gome amupsement by skying the ball and sending
it clean out of the ground. :

After this, Gravesend took up the attack, and
from a foul near the half-way line, Lockie kicked
and rthe ball wen* to Williams, who rushed for-
ward with sood intentions. but instead of send-
ine the ball un the field he skewed i1t over his
head towards the Luton gnal. Lindsay ettempt-
ed to head it, and fafed. and Mann centred.
White shonld have cleared. but he let the ball
go by, and Pugh had no difficulty in seraping 1t
into the met,

Luton were verv near meeting with ancther
diraster the next minute. M:dden, from a pass
by Penney, having an abaolutely open goal, but
he failed badly. Madden wmade another attempt,
but was fruled by Linds:ry, and there were
strong appecals for a penalty. A free kick only

was given, however, and from this Luton
cleared. :

Tho visitors retaliated, and once more had
very hard luck, Tierney having an open goal
from a miskick by Lock'e. As Tuck would have
it. the bull from Lockie’s miskick, bounced up
and hit Tierney’s hand, and the referee gave a
free-kick, in spite of the fact that the handling
appeared to be qui‘e unin‘entional. The only
other incident of note before the interval was a
peculiar mishap to Williame, who was knocked
alean off his feet by the ball, which caught him
under the chin.




After ohanging over, Luton at once set to
work to wipe off the deficit, and Tierney soon
got in a grand shot. which Hamilton kicked
away. The visitors kept up the pressure, aad
about twelve minutes from the interval, Barker,
who had worked himself out on to the right
wing, put in & centre which McAvoy, in trying
to clear. landed over his head into goal, the ball
striking the cross-bar and glancing off into the
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Lutorn ought to have scored another goal al-
mcet directly, Tierney getting the ball mght on to
tha goal-line, but by some means or other Hamil-
ton frustrated the attempt, though how he did
it remains n mystery to all except Tierney, who
alleges that the custodian caught hold of his
log just as he was going to put on the final touch.

Howesrver, a second goal was not lomg in com-
ing. Brown made a run down the wing, and pufb
in a flynz contre, which Hamilton had ample
ghance of clearing, but in trying to fi-t the ball,
he only just touched it, and Blessin,lon, who

atanding about three yards out, soored with

Waa
tho eab of ease.

Luton continued to have by far the betler
of the gamoa, and the spectators had givem up
all hope of the homesters putting a different
complexio on affairs. Then, with only about
two mimutea to go, Graverend broke away on
the right. Lindsay made & dash for Pugh, who
transferred to Mnnn, and the latter, eluding
Street. who rushed oeross, put in a shot from the
goal-line, shout midway between the goal and
the corner-flag, and Lufon had the mortifica-
tlon of gecing it =il past Ord at express speed.
It was a shot which would not come off onoe in
a hundred times. but it sufficed to rob Luton
of the viotory which seemed to be theirs.

The Luton defence was mnch stronger than that
of Gravesend. Ord and Lindsay both perform-
tng well, and Street doing very fairly. Lindsy
was ¢asily the best back on the field, and the
only thing that could be urzed agaivst him was
that he uscd his weight a little oo freely. The
halveas worked hard., and Blassington aad Tier-
ney were the pick of the forwards, neither Dhr-
rant nor Brown being quite up to form.

The faot that all the goals wera of a moro or
lees flukey charaotor may perhaps be scoounted
for in some measurs by the state of the ball,
which was soft and out of shape. But possibly
it was as good as Gravesend could afford. They
are not a rich club, and T understand their wholo
gxpensos come within eleven pounds a woek,

The tickets for the Millwall match, I beltove,
have bean in protty good demand, and I would
remind readers that tonight (Thureday) 13 the
last opportunity of obtaining them at 6d. The
admission on Saturday will be 1s. The team has
pot yet been definitely fixed, but Lindsay’s
abeence from the Watford match yesteeday need
gnuse no alarm. He was simply taking 8 rest
in order to be perfectiy fit. T et us hope that
wa shall see something like the old wd and
gsomething like the old excitement. Tha'kick.-off
will tako place at 3.45,
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Ciroulars have been 1zsued for a general meet-
ing to be held on Monday evening next at eaght
o'clock in the Town Hall, to consider the
arrangements for the coming season. To keep
enough men to form the backbone of the team
it will be necessary to raise a fund of

200 and this will have Lo be guaranteed by
April 15th, The character of the team for next
seacon will therefore depend upon the attitude
taken up by the supporters of the Club.
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