Football.
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THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

!:;‘U'I‘ﬂN TOWN v. NEW BROMPTON,
Elayed at Luton on Saturday, Result:—

Laton 10WD v & goals
Now Brompion e s & goaks

Tho teams wora ag [ollow:—

" Luton—Ord; 8ot and COlifford;  Hawkes,
White, and Williams; Durant, Blessington,
Burksr, Tierney, and Hrowo,

New Prompton—Ambler; Robertaon and
Humplirey:  Innes, Atherton, and Nepnmes;
FHulines, Macdousid, Freftinghnm, Haywood,
and Seeloy

Reforez, Mr. S. R, Uarr.

The clerk of the weather has behaved very un-
kindly to Luaton this senson, and on Saturday
the elemeals wore sgain unpropitious—eo much
ao adoed that the gate was cbout the emallest
this season, barely a thousand pemsons turning
out to witness tho game. The ground, too, waa
in a torriblo state, the greater part of the piteh
baing rednced tu a quagnure. Thers were patohes
of gresu at tho corners, but elsewhere thore was
pothing but mud, vud, mud.

Owing to the inability of sowe of (be Rescrves
to make the journey to Rothyell for the Udited
Leagus matoh, Cox, who wns ormginally cho 0
to play fur the first eleven, had to goanth the
Ro~rryes, and for the New Brompton maleh the
very risky experiment of Slﬂg‘ﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬂ ol back:
bad to bo adopted. Cliford bad turned out the |
previous week in the friendly at Bedford, and
had failed, and 1t was therefore almost too much
to hope that he would be able to do himself
justice in n Leaguo engagement.
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 As & matter of faot, ho did quite as well es
could reasonably have been expeoted, but all
tha sune for that he was anything Lut a tower
of strength. and several times his misses or mis-
kicks made things look exceedingly awkward for
Luton. He stood the gama out, however, nnd
with the confidence gained thoereby, he will prob-
ably show something like his proper form at tho
next time of asking. ; - :
The game began at four o'clock, nnd Lauton at
once took up the attack, Brown making the run-
ning [rom a pass by Tierney, and putting in o
lovely centre, from whioh a goal might ensily
have resulted. Theu Tierney worked the ball
through to the very goal-line, but by some means
or other, Ambler munaged to get it out of dan-
gor. Tho right wing next got going, and after
Durrant bad placed on the net, Blessungton,
following on a shot by Tierney, had an open
goal, but sent the ball right over. The Bromp-
tonians responded, and Frettingham got clear,
and {rom & rebound, succeeded in netting the
}ml]. but the whistle had proeviously gone for
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Luton retaliatod, but the visitors once moro
broke away, and from a foul against Streef, a
ocorner resulted. Hulmes placed, and Olifford
stopped the ball wih his arm,an offence for which
New Brompton appealed for a penalty, but the
infringement had apparently escaped the re-
ferce’s eye. Direotly afterwards, however, Fret-
tingham, profiting by a misunderstanding ond
want of smartnzss on tho part of the Luton
backs, slipped through and scored a good goal.

_ Tlia was rather cminous and rather dishearten-
ing into the bargain, for the homesters had had
by far the best of the play up to this point, and
bappily they coutinved to do so alfterwards,
Tuton almost immediately forced a coriar, end
Durrant, placing well, Tierney put' in a beauti-
ful shot, which Ambler just managed to tip over.
Brown took the corner kick, and a rcrunmago
ensued, Lut a foul against Luten relieved. Then
from a throw-in, Hawkes transferred to Barker,
who put across to Tierney, and the latter scored

with & eplondid shot.
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There was noturally a great deal of cheering at
this, bu® a littla later on there was excitement
of a lese pleasing charncter When, for instarce,
Frettingham again got through, people held their
breath a bit, and there was an outburst of cheer
ing wien Ord saved and c¢'eared hus shot in fine
style. Aiter Ambler had saved o shot from Bles-
gington av the other end, a miskick by Clifford
gave Seeley a grand opening, but his shot went
wide of the mark. The play up to the interval
was perhaps evenly divided, taken altogether,
but thers was mors than one occasion upon
which New Brompton looked very dangerous,
owing to the somewhat rocky way in which the
“Luton defence was going. 2 ; :

The teams crusssd over with Lionours easy, aud

a couple of fouls agaiost Luton were the first

thinga of noto in the second balf, From one of
these Frettingham seemed bound for a goal all

over, but fortunately the ball was sent behind.
One or Lwo other narrow squenks the Luton goal
had. and then great amusement wns caused by
the way in which Ord, from a back pass by
OLfford, cluded Frettingham, who went olean

head over heels. The amusement was succoeded

by something better, for Luton going awsy,

Tiorvey took a centre before it reached the

ground, and with the cleanest shot imaginable,

- goored o magnificent goal.

The visitors, notwithstanding this reverse, con-
tinued to play up with great pluck, and Seeley,
gotting to olose quarters, threatened danger, but
Ord saved as the expense of a corner. From
ancther attack, the ball went backwards and for-
wards in front of the Luton goal in o most alarm-
ing manner, but at last Williams cleared with a
big kick. From hands against Williams, how-
ever, Brompton again got into the neighbour-
hood of the Tuton goal, and it looked all up
when o foul by Street within the twelve yards
line resulted in a penalty heiilg given.

This waa taken by Frettingham, whose reputa-
Hion as a dead shob mada the spectators take it
for granted that the equalising goal would come.
The centre forward, amid breathless exeitement,
kicked. and kicked hard, and hia shot waa well
directed. It appeared to ba gomg quite oud of
Ord’s reach, but Roger's fist shot out and the
ball was stopped. Thera waa enthusiastio ap-
plause, and it wos renewed when it was &een
that Ord had got back into goal soon enough to
frustrate the Eﬂ.t‘-t;ta of the left :ﬁng.

Ho had to give n corner, but Chfford eventu-
ally cleared. and Luton making tracke for the
other end. the ball went aoroes from the nght to
Brewn., who waa left to himself, and wuas able
to put on a third goal with a smart shot. The
linesman had heen inclined 1o give Reland off-
aide, out after balf putting up his flag, be
thought batter of it, and* as Mr. Carr bad no
floubts, the goal connted. This semmed to make
the game safe, but presently the Bromptoniaos
made & spirited nasanlt, and Hulmes ecored with a
ghot which hit the post and glanced off inta the
act. Tha Luton defeace was wanting agein oo

this occasion.
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Y uton made a very determined response, and
Ticrney gob in o ecouple of beantiful shots, fol-
lowing which Barker sent just wide. Then Luton
got going again from a big kick by (Mifford, and
Brewn heading to the eentre, Tierney ahok
enotuor grand woal, the ball going in at mich a
rabe that it forced its way clean through the
net. There was nothing further of interest, and
the game ended in a well-deserved victory for

the homoestem,
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Thonk: for the win are chiefly due to Tierney,
who wna the hest forward on the field. Since
he has taken to freely parting with the ball,
arv] shboting when opportunity serves, Tierney
i1 improved out of all knowledge, rnd on pre-
ac b form s the most deadly shot we have in
tho team. Barker played a smarier game than
nsual. and the other forwards gave a pretty good
account of themeslves, though the right wingers
areé & bit inelined to overdo the passing, o
Blesamgton partienlarly would be more effcotive

tf he shot a little oftener.
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Of the hall-backs, T think young Hawkes play-
od the hest foathall, White was evidently some-
what stale. which is not to be wondéred at con-
aidering the amount of work he has recently put
in, and Williama waa a trifle {oo cireni boas 10
hia methods ta be up to his regular standard.
The backs, wa I have s~id, wore not always 1eli-
ablo, but Ord wae groat in goal. The visibers
wora s smark and perssvering team, Frettmgham
being the brightowt star Hnﬁggﬂ nlso !]ln}*;_\d
"ﬂ'l‘“, t-hﬂ' halves ard hﬂ.:‘*l{ﬂ were ny W} ﬂfi‘fﬂ-ﬂﬂ
lot, mnd Ambler did some capital work 1n ﬂ'ﬂﬂ].
not one of the shois that scored giving bim a
chanmre,
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