The Southern League.

CLUTON TOWN v, WELLINGDOROUGH,
Played ot Luton on Saturday, Result i—
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Thoe Leams wera as follow i —

Luton: Ord; Lindeay and Sharp; Hawkes,
White, and Williums; Durrant, DBlessington,
Qrown, Tierney, and Colvin,
~ Woellingbovough: Baldry; Hood and Atter-
bury; 'lgrawmtt. Martin, and Howard; Gall,
Turner, Yugh, Busby, and Marriott.
~ Referen, Mr, A. Milward (London); linesmen,
Messra. . E. Edwards (London) and 5. J.
Brightwell (Rushden). . |

Lauton’s fisst Southern League mateh of the
epason was played at home on Saturday under
the most favourable conditions, except perhaps
that the ground wus a little too hard for the com-
fort of the players, It was a beautifully fine
afternoon, and the crowd reached very respeot-
ablé dimenswons, numbering, as it did, between

~Alirve and four t.l:uuunntl persons.
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Wellingborough is not exactly a name to con-
jure with at Luton, the teams performing on
bahall of the Northamptonshire club not always
having been of the strongest possible character.
But with elsction to the Southern League, a
determined effort has been made to bring Wel
lingborough tootball up to a higher level, and
with what suecess is evidenced by the draw in
the firat nateh at West Ham, and again by the
capital display gi\*&u n::ru'SnturcIn.r.

- Luton won tho game, it i3 true, but perhaps
they wero a trifle fortunate in so doing, for
though they had the greater number of chihnoeos,
there woere btimes when the spectators had a very
uncomfertable time of it. The Luton spectators
by the way, play very little part in winning
matclies, for they cheer like mad when cheering
15 not waunted—that is, when goals are being
soorad—and they withhold their encouragement
when aueccuragement is most needed,
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I am not one of those who like to see spec
tators applauding overy effort of the home team
and jeering at the play of the visitors, but I am
still more epposed to the ironical applause which
15 lavizhol oo the homesters when their efforts
EQ awry, aund when tho opposition encountered
13 stronger than was anticipated.
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It was a disappointment, no doubt, that Lutop
did not mako mincemeab of Wellingborough,
as they have done on some previous oceasions,
but then, as I huve alrcady indicated, the Wael-
lmgtorough of to-day are not to be compnred
with the Weallingborough of any other period.
They are infnitely stronger than ever they wora
befere, and their extremely energotic and dash-
ing play on Satuiday made it very difficult for
Lufon to show anything like effective combi-
pation.
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The wvisitors siarted off with a rush, and
the surprising thing was that they were able to
keer. up the pace ns they did right through the
rame. But on tlie whole, the halance was in
favour of Luton, who, despite a little wealiness
here aned there, made a very creditable show,
and were deserving of the victory which ulti-
mately fell to them.
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In the sarly stages of the game, Luton made a
strong allack on the Wellingborough goal, aul

from a centre by Dwrrant, Tierney headed wide,
whilst directly after a return from Lindsay was
headed behind by one of 'the visiting backs.
Nothing carie of Lhe corner, and Wellingborough
got away on the left, but were circumvented
by White, 2nd another rush was stopped in fine
style by Lindsay. Ord, however, was called
upon to rave a Little later, ond then Luton
gatfing awny, Brown received from the right and
put m o grand shet, which Baldry only just
succesded 1n negociating.
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Fouls against the Luton centre-forward spoiled
two or three assaults on the Wellingborough
goal, and then a mistake by Sharp at tle other
end let 1n Gall, who, hewever, sent wide. A
foul agamst the visitors once more turned the
tide 1n Lufton's favour, and Sharp placing well,
Calvio put 1n a hot and well-directed shot, but
unfortunatelv for the homesters, it rebounded
off Hood A moment's excitement was next
caused by Pugh, who, by o fAoe effort, got be-
twean the Lwo opposing backs, only to find Ozrd
one too many for him.
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Then a curious thing happened. Lulon, aftaer
an unsuccessful corner, went down the feld
again, and Tierney tried a lonz shot. The ball
appearad t0 be goine scme foob or two outside.
bat Baldry ran out to make surs, and to every-
Fn-&"a surprice, the ball, when it pitched, broke
1 1o mosb astonishing fashion and rolled into
the nef. It would, in cricket, be known as a

teak frem tha off, but the bowler who could
cultivate such a break as this would be worth
his weight in gold to any eleven.
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After this, Lulon had much the better of the
play up to the interval and several times looked
Iike adding to their scors, once in partioular
getting the ball on to the very goal-line, and the
Wellingborough custodian saving by a miraele,
a3 it were. Half-time arrived, however, with the
record remaining at one to nil in favour af the
home t=am.
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Resuming, Tulon at once rade tracks for the
Wellingborough headquarters, being helped on
the wey by Lindsay and Tiernoy, and Blessing-
ton eventually transferring to Durrant, the latter
ehot the wrong side of the net. Then from a
foul against Sharp, Gall received and middled
beautifully, but Pugh, when right in front of
goal, put high over. Luton at cnes retaliated,
and Brown getting through prettily from a
Ahrow-in, passed to Blessington, who passed
agmn, and the contre-forward just skimmed the
bar.
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The visitors responding, Sharp gave a corner,
from which Blessington clearad, snd Durrant
makiag a gallant effort, almost worked his way
right throygh the opposing defence, but was
robhad at the last moment. Ord next had to
clear from Gall, who made o couple of capital
sttampts on the Luton goal, and Roger's second
clearance was & very ﬁr:: one indeed.
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The Wellingborough tactics, at thig time,
wera of a very energetio kind, and one of their
number received a well-merited admonition from
the referce. The play was very evenly divided,
both goals being attacked in turn. From a
corner obtained by Brown, Tierney headed in
and another corner resulted, but was not turned
to account, From a foul on Durrant, Lindaay
placed well, and .Wililiu.rfa headed over.
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A grand run by Colvin afterwards threatenad
to bring about the dewnfall of the Welling-
borough goal, but Baldry saved from Tierney's
Header. After an interval caused by the be-
haviour of some person: on the terraces calling
for a reprimand from the referee, Brown. re.
eeiving from Durrant, put in a shot which just
missed the upright. |
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Thura was plenty of incideat in the play riche
up to the Anish, but the efforts of Luton on the
ang hand to incroase their seore, and the sfforts
of Wellingborough on the ather to equalise,
wers of 1o avail, and the mateh ended in a win
far the home teami by the narrow margin of a
gcal. r
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The game was o hotly-contested one from start
to fintsh, and with sueh a display of energy it
necessarily followed that some of the finer points
of combination were missing. There was a litbla
weakness in the Luton team, and it was in tha
failure of the young half-backs to follow up the
Advantiges gained hy the forwards. But this is
a failing which no doubt will soon be OVPTCOme,
Hawkes and White vastly improved last season
alter gaming full confidenoe in themselves, and
have done botter had they shown a little more
tca.
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Williams, of course, was not wantine {n (his
respect, snd perhaps the fact that he gave Call
rather too much elbow room wna the only thing |
muitating azainst a fine display. The backs
both played up strongly. but Lindsay, who was
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at his best, was the more ralishle of the two. |
Indead, he appeared nover Lo be heaten. Ord

also performed v:?ll i}etu:een the sticks. /
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Strange to say, Colvin was the weakest man
it tho front etring, and during the earlier part
of the gama it scemed that neacly all his efforts
went wrong. Durrant, n-hngot a nasty shaking |
in the frst helf, was in won erfully form, | .
and Blassington and Tiernev both wozked clover- a
Iy and wall. Brown, on the whole, gave n pretty |
squtyd display, but the forwards altozetlher would | &
have dous better had they shown a little more

confidence in t-lneir shooting abilities.
- -

Ax for the visifing team, there is no deudt
they are a very capable lot, and barring aevi-
donts, are not likely to be at the bottom of
the Leagus fable towards the and of the spason.
The backs are n decidedly strong pair, Fond
ahaping particulirly well, and the half-backs
took a lot of beating. Gall proved himself a
viry porsovenype player on the right wing, and
Pugh at renire was always on the look-out for
cyenings. But the team ix a good one all |
el " = e

Referring to thy Bade County Foothall Asss.
‘clation, the “ Herts Express " smys: " Except in
Az town and neignbourhood of Luton very litile
a8 heard of this orzanisation, whose title is -
' something of a misnomer. The manage-
ment of the Association has from its formation
Bean in tha hands of Lotonians, and henes wa
have ths absurdity yoar nfter yoar of the Luton
MH?. 8 professional team. being ;ﬂmﬂﬂ to
anter tha ponnty cup competition and winning
;#Erth Inroienl \\gll: Irma: m.ﬁlhp apponent.

H Apparently the absurdity at last steuck aven
the anhm for we nole that at the recent
ar _m‘l'mt_w.nl the Associntion ‘it was sug.
mested (lat & new oup competition encht to
maitated. aa the procent enp was practioaily
& fift to il Lutoh Weswrres,” but thas “aftor o
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somewhat lenethy dikcussion the opinion sesmod
ta bo that although the present gtate of thing:
ditl net give every satisfaction, it could not very
well ba imrrnvm upon.' And po, if the rural
clubs aro eilly enough to enter, we shall have
lnst year's spectoacle pepentad over again. It iu
surprising these eluby do not follow the examplo
recontly sob them in Hertfordshire, and by join-
ing the Association and attending the meetings
(in foroe do something to make the Association
move than o noms."’ .
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It may surprise the writer in the “ Expross'
to kknow that Darker, of Iitchin, is at present
(lie only professionnl among the Luton Reserves.

Tho other Southeérn League matches rnsultnd|
in a very eatielactory manner, tending, as tlmy|
do, to proserve tho cpen chacacter of tha com-
vebiticn. Southampton, ot home, for instance,
cculd only make a draw with New Brompton at |
one goal each, Portsmouth wera beaten at I{etpl
tering by a goal to nil, and Watford afforded
some evidence of their determination not to ho
at the tail end this yeur by visitinge the Quwn'ﬂ
Park Rangers and iﬁntlng then %‘r}' a gooal tu‘
nothing.
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A tough encounter at Tottenlam ended in a
vietory for the Spurs over Millwall by 2 goals
to nil, West Hum United went to Bristol and |
Geat the Rovers by a similur margin, Brentford,
tho newly-elected, made a pointless draw at
Swindon, and at Reanding, Northampton, for
whoni Saxlon was playing, were beaten by &
gouls to 1. |
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T. Molnnes, the old Luton man, has signed on
for Queen’s Works, Bedford, and played for
them on Snturdn}r agninst tha Luton Amntours.
Other Luton players who Lave signed on for
the Queen’s are H. Farr, T. Hoawkes, and
Burgess.
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It being necessary now to bring the Luton
closa season fuud to a finish, [ am requested to
ask all those who have books to send them in.

or take them to the ground next Monday night
at 7.30.

Luton are due at Portsmoulh on Saturday
next, and wil do their very best to give a good
account of themselves, It is a biz task for
them, but if they fuil it will not be for the
want of trying.
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Will seeretaries of local football elubs oblige
by sending in reports of matches as early as
possible.  Reporls received on Wednesday of
matehes playerd on Saturduy have to be very
-muech eurtailed, or perhaps omitted altogether,
owing to pressure of other matter. Such reports
should be sent in on Mouday, or Tuesday ot the
Intest.
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H. D'akes, who has ceted as trainer for the
| Lutm_i Resarves for four seasons, is to have a
- benefit, and tickets are now on sale for this
match. It is that betweon the Reserves ond
Hitehin, in the South-Eastern League, and
will take place on the Town Ground on Ouot.
22th. Takes does a lot towards getting the team
together, and his benefit is well deserved.
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