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~ Football. |

The gouthern League.

Eﬂﬁrﬂ Wcﬂh on Baturday. Result:
Pﬂmﬂh e e ma e 1 ﬂ_"&il ‘
g

. wope Ba s —
W""‘a‘ Reilly ; Tumer i Wilkie:

ot T nd A, Cleghorn ; Marshall,
;ﬁ_ ﬂ'ﬁ:gﬁuld. W. Smith, and 5. Bauth.
W ed: Lindsay and Bherp; Hawkes,
Lt® 1 W illsms Duwraatl, Blessiugilon,

Whats "J"Ld Celvin.
e e BT Gilroy (Meidenhead).
B‘[J-c-#- : - - - |
. that lnamseasoll Luton were beaien al
of aslkIDE by Portsmouth, Brsi on
w Wqﬂ&ﬂd h], ia u}uyic of j.:;L'IlJ-ﬁ t{.r_ ,'..'IiJ.
o £ B awn by four goals Lo two, there
T2 muck bhope for the Btraw-
gﬁﬂ pot BL | erday, except on the suppositiou
paste® O st bad deterioruated or that Luton
chat E"?‘“" oy Besring in ind that Ports.
"'““l sugh Just besten on Keltenugs pe-
' i hed vanguished Begthampton
jar 5 e snd AWEY, there did not sppear
pkls 24 Wi LI the st theCry, and COlisipils L'lll:.‘
(7 mﬁ_*gﬂfﬂt i Uhe play must neeesssriiv
y Lnpe evelling-up o8 Lhe.pﬂ.rt. of Luton.
. a

_there was a most decided
ot o Lhe foothall, the game being of
g ven characier all the way throgugh, and

' watify the opinion of those who
| [ulop &re @ much strooger lot to-day
pald Irhbt‘j' were & ye4r ugo. A report in & Lon-
thad = ing paper would lead one to the con-
kAt Lht incréased strength shows itself
ssirable form, but that report, 1 am
1 i3 gltogether wide of the mark, for |
Iﬂﬂﬁ . W as ‘Elgul‘tHlEr]}' Euhti:ftl:l.l, there

tbi‘ g’ﬂ.'."ﬂi.." 3 €
andue roughness either on the one side

was B0
thﬂatrh“* & L L]
dor view i entirely borne out by the
The l?'!"'n Portsmouth paper, which “i1s now

el 'L'.lf fﬂ-l'.-'t

e T ¢ 2R

i
ﬁﬁﬂﬁhd-ﬂﬁ e, for though thai report extends
lying searly WO columns, and ineludes some

over on the Zame, there 18 not a word as to
: m beginniog  to enid. Other
= nts also do not mention such a thing, and
.‘“‘rﬂm ponclusive argnment against it 1s the faoct
that in the cecond hall Luton were quite as freely
chﬂﬂ'&d by the ﬂpE:l’:tdtﬂl;h a3 lhf home tearm.
There Was & big crowd (o see the match, the
Hp"{!tﬂtﬂrﬂ |1||mh|.=~nug uh-flllt 9.000, and the gate
D ipts quounting to just over £265. The
mesters woll the toss, and Luton had to face a
light breeze, but notwithstending this, they
» ha first to attack, v nd Blyth gave a coruer,
Durrant placed, and Portsmouth got away, and
s dash b Marshall resulted in a corer at the
other end. This was weli placed, and Beding.

feld peaded just El']". - 2

The Partsmouth right winz again got going,
bul Were repul:ir:t[, and for a time the Lull was
Lept travelling from end to end. Eventually
Molvin beat Turner in a tussle, and Wilkie was
only just atle to rush across and clear in the nick
of time, After Dwurrant had failed to make the
most of an opening afforded him by Brown,
Portsmouth n.Ltm:[:Eﬂ strongly, and ultimately
Cunlifle wcored with a capital shot from a fine

hy Marghall.
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This was twelve minutes from the start, and
patnrally the homesters were much elated,
Partsmouth continund to attack, and following
ppon one or two ineffective efiorts on the left
Marshall got in o beautiful shot, which was al]
pegociated by Ord, Luaton then retaliated with
great spirit, and after Reilly had dealt with a
singer from Durrant, a very exciting time en-
cued in the vicinity of the Portsmouth goal, and
anf ma:le a romuarkable save from Tierzey.
He could not get the ball away, however, and for
some moments (b was bobbing about in front of
the home goal in most tantalising fashion, until

at last Tierney handled.
- - -

Play was then transferred to the other end
but thanks to the strong defence offered, 1Jn|:1.1'bi-:~.1|.1i
jwly Fy Lindsay and Ord, Fompey failed to
make any further impression. Luton, after
beating off their opponents, took up the mnning
an their own account, and Durrant very nearly
did the trick, but Turner just suecceeded in
getting his heatl to the ball and averted the
danger, whilst on another oceasion the Luton
outside-right shot high over. Continuing
the  pressure, Luton EAVE the home
defence a very warm time of 1t, and
ones, from a centre by Durrant, Colvin lookad
cerlain to secore, but Reilly saved splendidly
Porismouth replied and forced a couple of cor-
pers, but when the interval arrived the score re-

mainedl unalierad.
- L ] L



Tierncy, it should be stated, had been off the
field twice during the first half, owing
to a badly-cut hand, but he turned out
wit'i the others on the re-start. For a time the
play favoured the home team, and cnce Sharp
wesrly headed through his own goal, the ball
going against the crossbar, Cunliffe and Bed-
ingfield tried hard to put it through, the latter
again hitting the crosshar, and Marshall had e
good opportunity, but Eaili*d to take 1t.

L | L

Luton promptly responded and forced a corner,
asa result of which Blessington succeeded 1n
netting the ball, but the point was disallowed for
offside A centre by Steve Smith at the other
end | woked dangerous, but Bedingfield was not
successful in his effort, and shots by Cunliffe on
tlie one side and Blessington on the other were
the most conspicuous features of the play during

the next few minutes
- ] L ]

Once aguin Luton put the pressure on, and
Brown hatl hard luck with a good shot from long
range, which swerved in and struck the cross-
bar, and soon afterwards the centre-forward
nearly got throuch, but was pulled up at the
last moment by Turner, whilst Reilly next ran
out and spoiled Durrant when the latter appeared
to huve the goal at s mercy.

- - |

Just before the finish, Portsmouth lost the ser-
vices of Stringfellow, who had to be assisted off
as the rosult of a collision. In the little time
that remained, Touton were every bit as good as
the home team, ne they were indeed all the way |
through, but efforts on both sides were fruitless
and at the call of {ime Portsmouth were left
i possession of the two League points, won by
the narrow margin of a single goal.

' - - -

The * Portsmouth Evening News,” in its com- I
ments on the game, remarks:—* It was n good
hard game, and Portsmouth were not allowed to
emeryn victorious without a vigorous strugele.
It must be conceded that Luton have got to- |
Rether a strong combination—far stronger than
peaple have given them credit for.

“Tha game was not so atiractive to watch az
tither of the Southampton matches, although
there was plenty of life and incident.

The Fortsnioull sttack showed a great im-
Provement on their display of last Saturday. Al-
thuugh there was still a looseness at times, it will
‘h!ﬂﬂnuﬂr‘m the season progresses and the men
Eﬁ:: more mto each other's style of play.

Both sides missed opportunities, and it iz o
Puod jub for the home team that the Straw-
Plaiters did not turn all their chances Lo account,
o 1t would have been all up with Portsmouth's I
unsullied home racord.
it e Luton defence was undoubtedly very re-
nble, and che visitors were always quick to get '
E: ball away when being prossed. The home de-
> ce aleo was generally sound, the halves worl-
IlE' well 1n anison and the backs bringing off
trelﬁﬂ fine clearances.  Reilly also performed

. 48 dirl his ;Up[}ﬂiﬂ-ﬁ number,” Ord."”

:efghtﬂg“h“"‘ I think Luton people have every
m“ﬂl: tfl fvel gratified at the result of Saturday’s
S ib seams (o show distinatly that Luton
the :lE!'}_' much improved team. Why, even in
mm_ﬁ miest days of Luton football, the Club's

=eotatives could not have been depended

n ;
mptﬂ[:] 9 visit such . lot as Portsmouth and escape
& one-goal defeat,

-~ L -
ﬂlﬁirn matier of fact, a draw would not have

Lnton at all, taking the general run of

the pls _ ]
O{ﬂ%[r!'ﬁ-m[ﬂ congideration. With the exception
Tier tlams, who was not ab his best, and

“;Eg:; 1;_11{_: was hurt, Luton were in much
& greal ﬂnrllL-IUll than their I“E".-“' s, and were going

D€t : stronger when Stringfellow got hurt.
Prabled thm"t'ﬂ breathing space afforded them
big anr ¢ Portsmouth players to get round a

or a.'hi.-tter E.-::cuuut of themselves.

-

As .
lmﬁu::ﬁmti:f merits of the players, neither cus-

cel] ¢ & mistake, and both did some ox-
hnuﬁ:]tmw:trk- Lindsay shared with Wilkie the
Wnrg 1 bok, though Sharp put in some
Wilkjo' )¢ Wherens Turner, who partuered
Miowed oo YTV weak. At half-back, White |
half BHH::Eh ‘proved form, and in the gecond
H,‘Wku ehield was mmpfulely bottled up.
Wing op Eiﬂpﬂrf?l‘med well. Forward, the right
B ington 1er sitle was seen to ndvantage, but
fiel, “f*ieit WS 85 good us nny forward on the ]
Bt gy Marshall, the Portsmouth cutside:
Vlayed weﬂﬂ l}ﬁmr when he got going. Calvin
="l-'.ﬂﬂ.:[hl"|ig.n_ % Ul Brown was inclined to shoot at
beut uﬁpf&yﬂﬂgein fl]ﬁ {;.-hu whole, it was Luton’s
Y. I o o b . .
[”illii;ig,: : fd thal there were very nearly tiwo
"nafey, Tﬂlﬂ €andection with the Portsmouth
ined ‘Ut to Tierney's hand, which s
YTy b nn:mi" minules from the start, was a
Verad, for E,I"'n'l in prlery goems lo have been
h:unm .qulr‘[ 1o unfﬂrtunum p]ﬂ,}rer lost an 1m-
Qresed,*) "M of blood,  After it had heen
g&"ﬁﬁh" “ Ver, ho resumed play, but once
i by ei.mrf"“' He was off o guarler of an
U85y f), oy o0 Reaingand in ’t;]qiamnml-im[f;

ELI"""“; Al he otlier may whe insisted

hough whien o pommenced to
agmn began 1o hlecd, |
o A

. '--19":"1&]"1?:’1’-1#1'-110? stuck to lis
S b YR TP ﬂ;n,“ very exhausted state at (ho
et ol Sk _ﬁ mal 3 ilﬂ. l.nd_BlEEﬁingtuu
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% bavieg wwrm baths, when Blessington |
5 Tﬁd ﬂuu;thmg wrang with his fellow-player,
and geing (o bis ssastanos, foend thal he bad
faipted v the bath. He was thus in a very dan-
Lerous pomition. the waler being over his chiu,
and but for Blesington's timely belp the resalt
ust heve been disastrous. The other players
were in the dressing-room adjoining.

The other slarming incident was in comnection
with Biringfellow's i}ur_}', which followed upoa
a collision with Tisrney. When the Portsmouth
payer was down, a bottle of what was thoughy
to be brandy was given o bim, bat be kad no
soouer taken a drink than he exclsimed that he
was peisoned, asd it wes foond that the botil.
contained not brandy but lotion. Ap emetic of
scise Kiud was administered, and the poor fellow
wasd gt opee taken to a doector, who attended o
him, and be 5 pow Litile the worse for his
startling experience. = 3
L

Io the other Bouthern League muatches, Wel.
Jngborough justified the good opioion formed of
them at Lutoo by entertsining and beasting Mili-
well by 2 goals to 1, whilst Watford, on the other
Land, were unexpectediy beaten ot bome by
Reading by 2 goals to nil. Watlord, however,
were  unfortonste in losing  the serviees
of Harvey, their centre-forward, soou after
the start. At  Nuosthampton, Southamp-
ten  were vietorious by 2 goals o 1,
New Bromptos at bome beat Bristol Rovers by
3 to nil, Kettering beat Swindon (who had a
weak team cut) by 2 goals to 1 and West Hamn
beat*Brentford by 2 to nil. i
- -

O Saturday, Luton will be at home (o Swin-
don, and after the excellent dusplay at Ports
maouth, 1 shall look with some confidence to the
innexalion of a coaple of Loague points at Swin-
don's expense. The kick-off will take place at
| four o'clock.

—

that among those who had signed on fo
Works, Bedford,
The statement was made in the journal in gues-
tion without any reservation whatever. I now
hh.anu::n that neither of these players has signed
for the (lueen's. Hawkes, 1 believe, is likely
to play for the Luion Amatears, whilst Farr is
still identificd hiLh the.Tuwn .E €, |
Last week I referred to certain remaorks in the
“*Herts Express” anent the Bedfordshire Foot.
ball Association and Cup Competition, and |
now learn that Mr. 3. W, Walker, the hon. seap,
of the Association. Las addressed a letfer to the
lournal on the subject, pointing out “ one or two
very glaring inaccurueies,”’ and enclosing a eopy

of the rules of both ihe Association and the Clup
Competition.
L L

Mr., Walker says: First
management of the A
formation been in the b

r Queen's
were T. Hawkes and H. Farr,

you state that *the
ggociation has from its

ands of Lutonigns.’ On,
cannot be surprised at that, for out of the 46

I_‘!]Uhiiﬂfﬁﬁﬂtt‘ti IE'-it‘ season, 24 were from Luton
and immediate nelghbourhood.  But the real
business of the Association i conducted by an

executive of six members, two ouly last season
being resident i Luton.

L L]
* Again, you refer to the I,
& professional team  Allow me to inform you
that Barker is the ouly

professional in that team.
You will ses by our rules that professionals are
debarred from taking part in the Cup Competi-
tion. Besides, study tle tollowing list, and you
will see tho absurdity of your remark. The Cup
Competition commenced in 1895-6, and was wouq

by Luton Montrase, in 1896-7 It was won by
Dunstable Town, in 1897.8 by Luton Town Re-
serves, in 1098-9 by Luton Faleon, in 1899-00 by

Bedford Montrose, and in 1800-1 by Luton Town
Reserves,
L] L] -

" Wherein, then, consists the gift to the Luton
Town Reserves?” Attor referring to the erro.
neous impression gathered by the writer of the
uotes in question from g remark made at the
awnnual meeting of the Association, Mr. Walker
continues: “I must, however, thank you for
your concluding suegestion. Nothing would de
light the officinls more than the affiliution of all
clubs and their consequent attendance at the
annual meetings. We are desirous and always
have been that the [ullest diseussion should be
given to all matters affecting the work of the
Association, and 1t is our wish, yea, and our
aim, not to emulate the example of Hertford-
shive, but to keep everything aboveboard, Tha
one aim and chject in yiew 15 not individual in.

terest, but the utilitarian principle of the createst
rrood for the greatest ny

L
uton Reserves being

ey & T

LY i i |
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| Club were entertained on Sat

| sented except Queen’s Park

: mber, and the thorough
protection of the weaker and junior clubs from

oppression by stronger and seniop organisations,”
L - -

The members of the Luton Amateur Foothall

+ . urday at Wardown
by their President, Mr. Halley Stewart. A most

Enju}rﬂ}hi.e afternoon was spent at tennis, bowls,

Is, every courtesy and kindness being
shown by Mr. Siewarl’s family At geven
o'clock the company aszembled on the lawn, and
the Hon. Sce. (Mr. W, H. Leete) proposed

vole of thanks to Mr. Stewart and family for
their kindness. My, Warren seconded in a

few well-chosen words, and the company then
dispersed.,

The monthly meeting of the Ma
ommittee of the South
at tha Mitre,

nagement
-Bastern League was held

when all the clubs were repre-

nted Rangers and
Hitchin. The officors objected to by the F.A

tendered their resignations, which were accepted
with regret. It was resolyed not to fill the vacan.
cies at present: also to ask the F.A. if the

sentatives of the London clubs, who in some
Iéigz ::L delegates to the S.L. and W.L., are de-
barred from acting on this League. Referees
for October matches were afterwards appointed.
Mr. G. W. Simmons will referee in the match
Luton Reserves v. Hitchin on Oet. 12th, and Mr.
A. Wise will officiate on Oct. 26th when the
Town Reserves are due‘ut St. .;A.lbnns-.
Stuart Raneers F.C. open their season’s fix-

tures on Saturday next, when they play St.
Peter's I'.C. at Bedfiord.
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