¢k : Reilly; Tarner and Wilkie ;
T an born; 2
20 . Smith, and 5. Swith,
el won the toss and found the Luton defence
ely in Luton held
vant:

p the et ekl
B Snatch Tierney so badly
e twice during the game, he beiog
fan hour the second time. He,
gayed ngain after the interval,
ravely until the finish of the
h. in the dressing-room
o weak from loss of blood, that be
% as bis head was going under water, Bles-
nafter the wishap to the inside
liseand broke away several times
me good play, struck the eross-
. rmey sent the leather into the
. who promptly got xid of it.
rtamouti took a turn st pressing, . Colvin
to Durant not loug afterwards, but that player
Tobbed of ‘Xe ball b{ Wilkie, ter,
71t Blessington, but Willkie touched the
of its destination. Blessington
; but the referee, not noticing that
. d the ball, gave it as an off-side goal
8 the interval Luton had most of the game, but
B e core, and so the figures were:
PorTSMOUTH, 13 Lurox, 0.
the resumption Luten were very strong again
b vera) to penctraie the defence,
the end Stringfellow was. injured and was
O i wards the pavilion, and did not play agin
the mateh. Durraut missed scoring with an
E 1 The Luton defence was at its best, while
font string was good, a8 werc also the halves.
? 1d White were fine tacklers. There was no
g in the second half, and 8o the vesult was a
8 in for the Portsmouth men with the following

PonrsyovTH, 1; LUTON, O
Portsmouth Evening News foathall edition
eport of the game :—
EBrown kicked off about seven minutes late, and
Bet immediately an error hﬂ Blyth gave the visitors
corner. Durrant, however, could do little
s got away by Portsmouth,
i s with a clever sprint.. As a
N eemer fell to Portemouth, and. Bedingfield
§ very closc to heading itin. I
I’ snd Conliffe were again oo, mi
s and Sharp, but Cunliffeslipped at the eritieal
t and could uot geb Lis shot in. Wilkie next
ard rash, but Portsmouth guickly re-
aving to kick into touch.  From the
i5, however, Portsmouth left wing was a
hinent, a fiue shot from the outside man travelling
6 wide. Colvin was extremely “nippy? on the
Harry Turner failing to bring off & elearance,
rushed across and punted away in the nick
From a goalkick which = resulted,
h Cunliffie and Blyth were cheored for a
¢ piece of combined work, and Bedingfield
away, and his pass put Cunliffe off-side,
e ball travelled behind the line. Brown
d a clever opening for Durrant, but Cleghom
led the chance, and the home forwards, who were
g a great game, were seen to advantage in Ord's
, and twice went within an ace of opening the
nth account. Marshall, who fairly had the
e of Sharp, had a fine dropping shot prnted
by the goalie, who, however, was immediately
ds be&{el;\ by ‘Cnnliﬁe, who received a fine
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iid increase their lead immediately aiterivards, bub
o Smith's shot was ineffective, and just Iater the
o left had * hard lines” in being badly fauled by
s when fairly under way. Bedingfield was keeping
nga_well supplied, with the result hat Ports-
fe able to continue the attack, and Marshall
Panother lovely shob negotiated by Ord. At
other end Reilly dealt with a stinger
| Durrant. Hereabouts an exeiting bout ' was
fiessed in the vicinity of Reilly’s goal  First
il the left wing eluded the home deferce, and
saved remarkably from Tiemey. (The'hall was
ot properly away, however, and for some seconds
it bobbing about in front of Portsmouth’s’ goal in
flarming fashion, and it was not until Blessingzon
that relief was afforded. After  this
and Marshall
:  prevented an
Bt certain score by ig into toucl,  Buding:
lgave Marshall o clear openiug, but the latter shot
rately from 30 yards’ mange. Portsmncuth were
n t of the exchanges, most of the play
ilying upon th t wing, nud Ord saving several
Ekably good shots. Steve Smith was always in the
mouth vanguard, and on one oceasion as & result
Be of his fine centres both Bedingfield and Marshall
good attempta to increase thescore. - Ord on both
flovs saved well. Stringfellow kept Brown fairly
il up in the centre, and the erstwhils Ports:
b forword conld rarely geb goiug. —Following
Portsmonth slackened -down and 'even  play
Iollowed by a futile attack by the visitors, who on
fon alinost equalised throngh Durrant, Tarner
his head to the ball in the niok of time. Willde
way a corner, but it eame £o naught, although
aw-plaiters continued to press their olaim and
loms defence was given o rare amount of work.
EDurrant centred to Colvin, who looked certain to
illy, but the Ivish Internstional saved splen-
5 the whistle going for off-side. As the interval
ibhed Portsmouth were in. the nscendancy, and
lever work was rendered abortive by Bedingfield
B fouled ontside the penalty line. On the stroke
I tir corners fell to the home team, but
Bot improved upon. Half-lime score :

PormsmouTd, 1; Lurtow, 0.

bre-starting Tiernoy, who had been absent during

it few minutes of tho first half through a badly

id, was able to resume his place in the field, the

having heen dressed. Portsmouth commenced

€ and Marshall, had o good shot ﬁdiﬂmaeﬂ
of

rd, while Lindsay stopped Bedingfield and
Characteristic dribbling by Steve Smith
wed by pretty passing by the home
but = the lenther went outside,

effort was spoilt. The lome halves distin-
themsclves with clever tactics, although on one
A Tierne, or of o bout with Blyth,
Marshall tried an oblique

in getting tho ball’ past Reilly, but he was
and tho point was disallowed. ~Ab the other
‘€ver centre by the old ‘* Villan ” was nlmost
%0 account by his brother, but Ord’s Fonl seemed
churmed exiatence, and once again the ball went
to the other end, Ttdid not remain there long,
% tsmonth forwards being ngein prominent.
fpent in u fine shot of too bigh elevation, A
Sfato bofell Blessington ot the other end, and
Themonth again applied pressure BedingBeld
hite, Brown had bad lnok with an
long range, and from a free Jick in
ortainonth looked. like scoring,
il Lable to get his oranfum to the ball in time.
0 and Wilkio wore ploying a sound defensive
e they twice nullified excellent trica by the
:nzm. Marshall put in s nice run but W.
& chance through dallying and Stringfellow
SF play prevonted. Marshall was promivent with
! l'l“« and from his contre Bedingfleld headed
8 high. Immediately after the same player
rawn looked like going through, bul Turner
ozure, nnd Reilly ran ouf and prevento
gebting in his shot at what would have
IECTous position, A lot of useful work wos
¥ the home right wing, and shot after shot
AWhy. Ten minutes front the ond an unfor.
sident iappened, swhioh robhed Partstnouth of
Of Stringfellow. In o tueslo fn midileld he
th one of the Luton d wad 8o
p‘“ be ussisted off the fipld by tho alub
. Ploy was resumed after s brief interval, and







FOOTBALL FACTS - AND KANGIES.

The outcome of the vis it of the Luton team to Ports-
mouth was fairly saiisfactory to those admiirers of the
side who stayed at home at ease, ' We had heen
warned that o beavy defeat must be expected, so that
to encapo with only one goal scored agnitst them must
be regarded s gratifying.

So far ad the reports in the Loudon papers are con-
cerned there is none that calls for consideration more
Tondly than that which appears iy thie Morning Leader
over the signature of *‘The Waif.” 1t is a remark-
anblo'concoction and gives the Lutonidns s exacedingly
bad character., 3

*

Here is the opening paragraph: * Last beason when
Porbemouth vigited Luton they complained bitterly of
the tactics indulged in by several of the Strawplaiters’
cloven, and on Saturday thero was a repetition of
those incidents, which eannot be teo strongly con-
demned, | From tho very commencement the game
was marred by foul play aod unnesessary vigour, and |
selontifio football was rarely ever attempled. 1 dare-

| any there were offendera on hoth, sides, but mora than
four-fifths of the free kicks were awarded to Ports-
mouth, and I should vot like to say how many times
the burly Lindsay esme under the notice of the
refores. As an exhibition Saturdiy’s gane was o
foilure, and the 9,000 spectators—the gato amounted
to £205—must have been sadly disappointed. o
solitary orumb of comfort was the result, which was
the odd gonl to nil in favour of Pampey.”

* .

"Phat referenco to the conduct of the Lutonians lask
Fehroary revives a controversy which would bave
better loft slone. On that occasion the game was
epoilt by tha reforce, aud yet the Lutonins had vastly
the best of the play. Here is what I lind to say of that
gome : ‘T was disap ointed by the wethods of the
visitors—or some of them. A clever set of players, a3
they undoubtedly are, have no need to udulge in foul
plag.  There was plenty of {t on Saturday. Some will
call it, perbaps, ‘n little vigorous.' I shonld think it
e ahonld v heard pleuty about it lnd thy
Lutontans indulged in like tactics awny from home.”

Yet, forsoath, we are now told that Portsmouth players

* complained bitterly of the tactics” of certain

Lutoniohs. Why, the boot was guite ou the other

leg.

*

Writing n woek later concerning tlie lueubrations of

o correspondent in o London paper, I said So far as

1 was sble to judge—and I 1l ak from nn ax'!mrienn‘
ing oV L the *ui

er iko ¥ -
uportamonlike tagtios’ were adopted by the Ports
month pluyers rather thou by the Lutonians. o,
tho referee felt called upon to reruonstrato with indi-
) Tatoninn, bub ho etther did not or would noé see
samples of equall viunmu; p!s‘y—lf 1ot more vigorous |
8. ’ j

“on the pats of the *seasidars.™

*
The Waif ! in thinking '‘theae
strongly condomned, It is
his pereon was present at the
Yot lie ncoopts hearsay ovid
on the strongth of it proceeds ta besm
Lutoniaug, as though the Tortamonth men
and the Liton lob wera quite the revoras. 8
ality is slokoning.

o
al of the Tutonlans into o great
3 bring a mon down by ‘,.\{u neny
T should not he fvlnalvw far if 1 were to
Cthat pravtically o pemninder of
forov's duty couststerl of wuking a
ticuted rough and foul play,  Mr. G
Bab muat have heon the means
the l:h-) ‘trioks recorted to by
ers.’ PR

him woveral
1 LAY lous

pule
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