Foeotball.
The Southern League.

LUTON TOWN v. SWINDON.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
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The teams were as follow:—

Luton—Ord; Lindsay and Sharp; Hawkes,
White, and Wilhams; Durrant, DBlessington, |
Brown, Tierney, and Colvin.

Swindon—Menbam; Downie and Vernon;
Richardson, Logan, and Codling; Cowan, Brad-
~ ghaw, Pettican, Becton, and Oakley.

Referee, Mr. A. Peoters (Kettering); lines
men, Messts. DBelsten (Y althomstow), and
Leaning (Elthnm). <
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At four o'clock on Safurday, the timo
announced for the zick-off, the gate prospects
were not encouraging, the crowd on the terracas
on tho Dunstablp-road ground being one of
very small proportions, But the Swindon
players, like the spectators, were rather late 1n
turning out, and when the kick-off actunlly took
place—some ten minutes after the advertized
time—the people round the ropes made a much
nore rﬂipﬁﬂlﬂﬁlﬂ' show in point of nwunhers. '
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Swindon of late years have been on the down
gracde, and when they ecame last season to play
the veturn mateh, Luton had to offer them a
substantinl pecuniary inducement in order to
get them to fulfil their obligation. They have
wade o fresh effort this geason, but the fates so
far Lave been unkind, and it was not expeetad
they would get much stisfaction out of Satur.
tay’s match,
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Neilher did they, except the =atisfaction which
arises from the plucky fighting of an uphill
battle. 1L is the sort of satisfacltion to whicn
the Boers are entitled in their prolonged aud
desperate struggle to maointain their indepen-
dence, but unlfortunately many of us are not
men enough to conced: them even that. But
that 13 quite another story, and one into which
J will not enter now
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l.uton were confidently expeclied to bag a
brace of points at Swindon’s expense, and in this
they were ultimately successful, but not until
Swindon had done their level best to prevent it.
Indeed, there were umes when a little luck
might have made Swindon’'s efforts unpleasantly
threatening to Luton's superiority, for thouprh
the latter wero all over the better team, they
were exceedingly slow in turning their oppor-
tunities to account. . S

The fact of it is that when the Luton defence
wera putting in every ounce, and when ihe
halves were working as I have seldom seen halves
work, the forwards were content to indulge in
very pretty play without showing that dash and
determination which are necessary in the vicinity
of goul to muke attack effective. Then when
the forwards were inclined to take matters more
seriously, the half-backs were suffering some-
what from their nrevious overwork.
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Luton starfed with the advantage of the
breeze, and Menham was scon called upon, first
having to save a header from Tierney and 1hen
a clipping shot from Hawkes. Luton then got
down on the left in very taking style, and Colvin
put 1n a good centre, whilst Hawkes and Bless-
inrten were next cﬂ-mpinuﬂu.a; but without re-
enlt. The visitors made a brief incursion, aud
then Colvin, receiving a fine pass from Williams,
went away at a spanking pace, but was fouled
by Downie, and down he went. From the free
kick White ohtained and sent the ball just by
the top corner of tho goal.
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The Swindon defence was unexpectedly
etrong, and Luton were again and again frus-
tratad .n their efforts to get near goal. Cnoe
Colvin looked like scoring, but his shot, behind
which there was a lot of powder, cannoned off
Downie’s head, much to the detriment of the
head. Tyvo or three cornors for Luton followad,
but they were not improved upon, and then at
last, when from a well-placed kick by Sharp,
Brown scored what looked like a good goal, the
spctators were chagrined to find it disallowed
for offside.
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White at this ume was particularly distin-
guishing himeself by the tremendous amount of
work he was putting in, and Hawkes was also
playing a great game, but somehow or other
all the attempts of the forwards seemed to go
awry. Menhnm, of course, was pretty well
tested, but not nearly so saverely as he ought
to have been, considering the openings that pre-

sented themselves. A grand shot by Colvin
struck the bar and went over, and Brown and
Blessington put in several, whilst even Lindsay
biad a try, but all to no purpose.
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Eventually, however, when the game was
about thirty minutes old, Codling, who had been
repeatedly going for Hawkes in an unfair man-
ner, fouled him again, and from the free kick, !
Lindsay Dback-heeled to Sharp, who shot hard
and straight. Menham tried to clear, but
he [ailed, and Brown put on the finishing touch. |
Then, as so often happens, the one goal was
speedily followed by another, Colvin racing |
away almost at once and putting in a beautiful
centre. Durrant returned the ball across the
mouth of goal, and Brown easily roored numbeg
two.
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With the exception of a couple of spiritad
attempts by Cowan, whose second shot went |
just aver the bar, oll the aggressive work up to
half-time wus done by Luton, and there were
one or two pretty hard tussles in the neighbour-
hoad of the Swindon goal. Still, the most dan-
gerous shot was one fromm Brown, which Men-
ham just managed to tip over, and [rom the
corner, Tierney and the Luton centre-forward
got in gzood ones, but both were successiully
negociated by Menham.
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The second half does not call for much deserip-
tion, for though the visitors had more of (he
play than they bad in the first half, the work
of their front string was anything but brilliant,
and Ord was generally well able to deal with
anything that came his way. Only one woal
wns ecored, and that fell to Luton, but it ap-
paared to me to be a rank offsider. The ball
was rushed through by Brown from a centre by
Durrant, and it was the eentre-forward who, in
my opinion, was right offsida
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Menham, who appealed whenever there was a
possible opportunity, was very emphatic in his
remonstrance with Mr. Peters over this last goal,
but the referco was obdurnte and the point
counted. Satting this against the one disallowe |
in the first half, however, perhaps matters were
fairly evenly balanced. The concluding stages
of .le gnme were marroed ]‘l_}f an moident 1n
which Sharp and Cowan figured, the latter

bging hadly kirk;ml by the Luton man.
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Tt may have bean a purs accident, but I &m
bound to say 1t looked suspiciously like a case
of what is popularly called “ getting your own
back,”” and if =0, I can only say it was most
reprehensible, for the game ought ter be played
without anything of this sort. Of course. 1
know it is very aggravating to be badly ‘reated
by an opponent, but to reply in a similar WAy
18 coly to make matters worse, and especially so,
because generally speaking the reply has a more
deliberata look about it.
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I think I have already made it tolerably clear
that Luton were much the botter team. and in
that respect it need only be added that their
superiority ought te have been marked by at
least double the number of goals. There was 1o
really weak spot in the home team, but at the
sama time the efforts of the forwards seemed
to lack sting.
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Colvin was in great form whenever he got the
ehance, and might very well have been provided
with a little more work, but Tierney, of course.
was not at his best, and the only wonder was
that he wasz able to play at all Brown was
generally to the fore when ther was an attack
to be made, and yet somehow or other I eauld
not get awar from the impressian that a little
more amartness in the cenlre would have made
a world of difference. Blessington ard Durrant
both performed well, but it is just a question
whether the passing on the 1ight wing was not
a Irifle averdone. '
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Both White and Hawkes put in a tremendons
amount of work in the first half, the farmer
espectally, and the way in which they got on the
ball was marvellous. But, after all, there sre
Limits to human enduranee, and =0 much hizh
pressure wis bound to have its offect later on.
Williams played a very good game all throuch.
Both backs wern in capital form, Sharp showinz
a lot of dash, whilst Lindsay proved ance again
that ho takes a lot of beating. But the captain
iz at his best when he doea not to make use |
of hizs weight. Ord, 1t need scarcels be =id. oid
everything that was required of him in emart
and workmanlike fﬂ.!hiﬂ.‘n.

As to the visitors, the defence was far and
away the best part of the team, and the custn
dian, backs. and half-backs, Codling excentwl,
deserve every credit for the gallant stand ther
made. I make an exception i Codling’s oasze,
because he was not content to play the game
against cnoe who was less bulkvy than himeelf
and who gave hLm no Em‘rmnfinn whatever,
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Watford came a ecropper at Southampton on
Saturday, being beaten by five goals to il
Portsmouth, on the other hand, viaited Millwall
antd were victorious by three goals to two. Al
Reading, the Spars played & draem game of
aone goal sach and at New Bromplon West
Ham effected a pointless draw. Kettering at
-Bome, beat Brontford, who wemn not at full
strongth, by three goals to one. The surprise of
the afternoon, however, wns tha wictory of
Narthampton at Bristol, the Rovers heing beaten
by two goals h_ﬁuﬂ. E .
~ The Luton firsd team are dus at Brentford o
Saturday, and T am hoping that thee ==l
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manage (o pick up o couple of League points.
As it v Breotford's Rrst Southern Lengue matols
at home, however, they may be depended upon
to go for all they are worth, and Luton will need

to be on their very best hehaviour in order to
athuin success. . ‘
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Whilst the first team are away, a very interest-
ing mateh will b provided on the Dunstable
road ground, the Reserves having to enterlain
the West Ham United Reserves in the Soull-
Eastern Leaguv. The Hammers, it will be ro-
membered, beat the Reserves at Canning Town,
and the Luton men are very keen on reversing

tho verdiet on this occusion. Kick-off ut [our
o'clook.
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The prospects for Luton's first Cup-tie of the
senson, Lo be played on Saturday week, are not
very bright, General Gatacre being due ut Luton
on that afternoon to distribute war medals. Un-
fortunately, the ceremony will take place just
about the time of the match, and the consoe-
auence must be that the attendance at the latter
will suffer very materially, If the kick-off could
be made an hour later, it might work out all
right, a5 the crowd, or the football portion of
it. might thon go from the West Ward Recrea-
tion Ground, whare the distribution will prob-
ably take place, :'D the football fiald.
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The annual generol meeting of the share-
holders of the Luton Football and Athletio Com-
pany 1s fixed to take place to-morrow (Friday)
woek. Agenda: To receive report and balance-
sheet, deelare a dividend, ete., eto.
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Whilst a football mateh was in progress at
Markyate on Suturday afternoon. between Mark-
vate and Dunstable, a hare ran on to the fisld of
blay, and after an exciting chase, in which both
| teams joined, was captured and killed. The

match  was afterwards resumed, Dunstable
winning by five goals to ono.
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