- the geueral opuuon seeacad
m‘fmghl juct gt bome.

Watfor] bave been dousg concidernshly betts
ves! than last, as their wvictones over
s Park Rargers, Bnutol Rovers, and
pampten sithoiently prove, and dherefors
bad VEFF good ressou lor fancying cheir chances
whilst £2o beaning gwven them by Luton m the
st gRWE ik tho seson bad been replisd to by
o din ot Wattard, Awnd o Watford eou’d draw
i & ";-.gn;ﬂj. why sbould they pot st leds: do
(he Euma B 8 ﬂ:lp-nﬂ‘l'

4q%

n :r!:i.ll-djj' oo Saturday, at Luton, ks pros
greis did st lock very bnllinot from an atunos
pharic pint of vmiew, for a dense fog hung over
owe | of the town, and wos particulariy
{hick ™ the viemnity of the ralway litops
H“.ngtmt, . LHB'! nuniber of pu:'p.!u patron

she k. snd N. W. excursion, and happily
der opimi=m was jretified by the event, Wat
furd being ammost entirely free from log.

fo widition to the excuraionists from Luten,
1 bundred pecple went from St Albars,
angd the erush at some of the enitramee: tn rha

canid wis 0 greac ti_'mll considevable Jitheulty
was experiemesd Lo gaining admigsion. At ouo
gate, ab any rate, the arrangements broke down,
“_“J, 1 believe L-iiﬂ.tﬂm'rma [yﬂ;p],g sucoredad 1o
petl i in for n-nthmg_ The gpectatons alto-
golheT numbered fully five thousand.

The &ick off took placo at half-past two,

tan baving choies of euds—a chotce wiich
gave fittle or no advontage. The opening play
wi: of o tolerably even charaster, but coes
sithin the firti ten minutes, Brown kad o fino
epeving from a centre by Durrant, but the
ghat was o tame one, and Waller eo-ily sved,
Waticrd replied with o corner, off Waite, bul

Aharp clenred. J 3

frurraat, after being givea offaide when i
rather dangerons position, got away nicely irom
s lovelv pass by Brown, and then, working Ny
way cloee 1, disappomied cxpectatiens by =ky-

ing tha bali. A A

Watford weot Lo the other end, where Pang-
horm shot over, and then Luton replied, Browa
coceiving from Tieruoy acd putting in a won-
derfully emart shot, which Waller juat saved
by turning ronnd the post. Colvin ploesd the
coruker, and Durmant eent a little wide, Ofide
twica sgainst Brown and ones ageinst Colvin,
spotlal further efforta, andd then the Luton out-
gsde loft, in endeavouring lo converi o cencre
from Durrant, came into collision with ths eus
v+ Jian, receiving such o shaking thay Le did zot
recover ftom it until long after tho interval.

qiill. Luten wore having the botter of the
plaz. and from a middle by Durrnt, Brown
heatied] jost . over the bar. Two or three at
oneprs by Watford had a look of smortness
shout them, and then the homeaters had a
cather lucky eseape, Nidd, in frying to olear,
dgropping the ball nto his own goal, and Waler
havinz o keew his witu ahout him in order ta

SAYE.
L] - -




~.veral of AMr. Whittaker's offside decisions
ab thia stage cf the game were dealdedly open
o question, bub eventually Lluton became dan-
gerous from a freo kick by Lindsay, Waller giv-
inz & corner. This wns splandidly placed by
Dureant, but  Watford alearad, and clearad
azale when Durmnt, being placed in possession
v Blessington, roced down the field and put

s fine contre,
™ »

This was the last thing of vote before tue 1n-
terval, nna the teams changed ends with lilonours
ensy. Mo far, the game had been a very good
one. thongh on the run of the play, Luton ought
to have obtained the lead, having had several
chaneos., whereas Watford had  never looked

wally dangerouns
i L kL

The second half opened with free hicks, one
for a foul by Lyons, and the other for hands
againtt White, and then Durrant got away, bu:
was given off<ide. Tho Watferd backs were now
more than a tritle shaky, and Cother on =everal
necusions. remained up the fecld in order to
put the Luton forwards offade. At lengtl,

Trarrant got the ball from a bad kick by Cother,
and seut in a oot shot, which Waller saved ot

the expense ol a coraer. Colvin placed, and
Durrant hit the upright, A little later, Brown
experianced tarribly hurd ludk with a shot which

jit shaved the post.
- -

Then dismeter overtook Luton in an extra-
ordinary nanDer. Whatford went away on tae
left. and Cha'mers, eending the ball forward,
ound nimsolf with Lindsay to beat. Ord mn
int. nnd Lindeay lefs it to him, but Roger
stopped dead, and OChalmers, just taking the
ball br Lim, had nothing to do but to touch it

m 1 coal.
fo an empty g0 | L 2

I 1113 seon & good many soft things ceored,
hut I cannot remember one quite so poft 28
thiz. It peemed entirely due to an error of judg-
ment. or tather two errors, on the part of
Ord, who ought not to have run out m the first
instance, bug who, having made the plunge, cér-
taigly should not have stopped midway. Of
ponrie, the Lome apectators were highly delight-
ol. and began already to seo visions of passiug

into the neat round. =

Only seven 1rainutes cof the eecond half had
plapsed, and the Luton men in the brief 1nter-
val fur reflection, evidently macle up their minds
that thore was plenty of ume to £ave the pos-
tion, for thay went at it hammer ond tongs,
giving their oppoucnts a rare chiveying. A
foul agauinst Hawkes gave Watford momeoniary
relioi. but Luten returued to the attack, and
Blessington, receiving from 2a throw-in, dribbled
the ball through, snd scorad with o grand shot.
whioh, went in at the top corner, quite out of

Waller 5 reach. 5 : )

The equalising goal came three minubes afier
{ha first, and thiz time the cheering came only
{rom the Luton portion of tho spectators, and
the St. Albane people, who, owing to old rivalry,
are never so plessed as when seeing Watford's
uember taken dewn. Again, play wad atarted,
azain Lutim ewept up the field, snd once mors
the Waticrd bocks were seen to be a bit
recky, oue of them giving A cOTUCT. Thiz was
rlaced by Caolvin, Durrant returned the hgll 10
the mouth of gial, and Brown screwed it 1o,
searing what preved tu}}o the winning point,

- L

Really, ona rever knows what is going to
lapnen ia football. Here were two teams who
llldl been strivinye inafectually for the mnstery
during the three-quarters of an hour of the first
half. and then withia lesa than twelve minutes
of changing ends each obtained the lead 1o

lurn
L - -

Aftor the retwrn to the half-way line, Wat-
ford oltacked, and Ord had to kick away. Luton
retaliated, angd Durrant, with an open goal, was
chagrine-l {o hear the whistle go for offside, hut
he cculd rot resict tafing his shot. and struck
tha b=, Following upon gome delay cansed by
ths burstinz of the ball and the securing of
amother. Colym obtained a rorner, and this led
to another, whic'h m‘phu-.‘ﬂ behind.

Liandsay nect corceded Watford a eimilar
lusury, and Chalmers placing picely, tho ball
went ont to Nidd, who shot over, the leathior

!




just touehing one nf the Luton players in trun-]
s1t and involving another coroer, but this Reland
Brown placed behind. A [ou! by White for
pu-hirg gave Watferd a further chance, and
(‘haliners got in & beautiful shot, which Urd |
kicked our.

L] - L]

Colvin showed up at the cther end, but only
to be given oftside, and quiie a series of frece
kicks enabled Whatford to hover in the neigh-
baurhnsd of the Luton geal. Nothing came of
thiair efforts however, and Luton, making o
vizuraus respcnse, pructieally monopolized the
play to the erd, but the cnly outcome iwas an
offeide goal, scored by Brown. Onee during the
clysing stbges of the game, Watford bad an
openm g, Harvey and Lyone threatening to Tun
clean tr.rough, but et (ke very moment when a
flying ehot might have done the trick, Harvey
passed out to the right, the Luton defenders
wern ahio to get back, and the opportunity was

IU:-I.'.
& [ ] -

~ The game all thrcugh was of a pretly interest-
ing ¢'inraoter. and tlanks :n s0ome measure, per-
haps, to the excellent behaviour of the croawd,
Lacre waa a pleasine absence of reughness, which
has characterised &ome previous encounters.
I, ison were cecaon!v the better team, and had
{neir efforts besn rewarded by one or two more
gonls, it would bave been no more than they

dearryed.
L - L

Tke Luton team, by tho way, are ntitled to
the very greatest credit for their strenuous work,
bn it in friendly, in League match, or in Cup-
tie. There has never been a period in tho his-
tory of the Club when the players have wortlied
more enthusinstically, and eeeing that there are
new no bonuses, I think it speaks volumes in
the men'a favour.

- -

On Saturday, there was not a weak spot m
the team. Ord, apart from his one mistake,
did the Lttle tost was required of him in good
etyle, aud the backs were both sound, thcugh
the bulk of the work fell to Lindsay, tho Wat-
ford left wing requiring much more looking after
thau the right. All three halves did well,
White showing very marked improvement upon
his form of the praovious week. He rendered
sapital secyica on this occasion. Hawkes, as |
ustal, vlayed a wonderfully cool and effective
game, wid Wiliiams, after o little want of suc
ooex ot the start, sestled down to kard and useful

wor'c

All the ferwards werw in first-rate trim, ond I

was very glad indeed to see Brown score, for
ha went out every ounce. DBub the whole five
wire in fine fettle, and were all equally desery-
ing of praise. ‘Tierney and Blessingion have
not played a better game thiz season. Colvin,
oi course, suffered from bis shakiag up, but he
contrived to do eome capital work neverthelesa,
= - -

As to Wntford, Chalmers was casily the best
of the forwards, and 1 was sorry to rec that
eur cld friend Brown was the weakest. Roland,
I am to'd, has not been giving satizfaction, and
thera was a question of playing an amaleur
named Wright in Saturday’s match. Harvey
proved himself n hard worker in the centro, but
he wae not brilliant. The half-budks played a
veefu! game, Wragg, perhape, being the best
Af the trio, aud Cother was ns dashing s useful
at back. Waller gave o VeTy good account ol
himeelf in goal, and made two or three fine
auves. The referesing om the whole was not
Ead, the ounly causa for complaint being that

offside wane given a littlc;tnn IrEquenhly.

L
The gate on Saturday at Watford realised
£144—n very satisfactory result indecd. What
a lucky thing the venue was Watford instead
of T.uton, where fog reigned supreme. Over gix
hundred pemsons went from Luton by the L.

and N.-W. EIElJl;ﬂiﬂﬂqr

-

With many sensational headlines, the * Fool-
ball Evening News ' of Saturday last dished up
for the henefit of its readers accounts of the be-
haviour of the crowd at the Southampton match
a* Lutan, and a lending article, under the hend-
ing, '* More Rowdyism,” served 1o admonieh
the crowd, threaten the Club, and expose the

enthusinstic ignorance n£ the wriler.
- -

The article is covched in the following terma:
—I.rton is a placo where the fair and manly
English #pert of faotball is never Lhkely to
fAcurish,  Once upon o time, and that not go
very long ngo, the game had a firm hold upon
tie nffections of a large proportion of the 1n-
habitunts of the little town in Bedfordshire, Tt
<ti!l rotains its grip, but not for good. Certain




[,uton folks wwho have [allen under the fu-:'c-iim-'

ions of thid wonderiul, rejuverating game have | l'uu
ijone o in a fit of passionate blindness. They | g
havoe given all of their heart but none of their | |,
easen to tho sport. Temper und ignorance rule | p,
shere only oxperience, wedded to intelligence, | 4,
'ught to eway., Football Luton, or at least o Ve
-ertain part of it, has disgraced itself agoin, This |
fime 1ts offenca is peculiarly repugnant, for it| J
has ondeavoursd to heap insult upon the head |
Jf one of the most brillinutly versatile athletes
yur raca has ever producaed. PR
As o tvpe of physical perfectness, grace, and | T,
power, Mr. Fry has, by his deeds in the field, | gq
sarneg] for himeelf the right to the respect and g
homage of his fellowe. He is a great athlete— | )
ona of the greatest that has ever heen—and, as | -
-uch, ono would think that every lover of manli- |
nesa and physiesl etrength and courage would e
urgrudgingly do him honour and show respect | g
for his name. ‘ T.
A lurge number of the followers of football | b:
in Luton dieplayed but zcant regard for the great
athletic eminence of Mr. Fry on Saturday }::151:.]
They were dissatisfied with something he did,end | I
they hooted him right heartily, not only while the | o
game wae in progress, but afterwards, and al- | 8
mest until the moment he left the town. Mr. | I
Fry bore himself bravely through 1t all, and of | 1
theso who witnesed nhe outburst of churhzhness | B
and rowdyism, he was perhape the least affected. | ©
The event constitute: another item on the regis-
ter of the misdeeds of a certain section of the
I.uton foothall erowd, and with the others it may | 1
rise up in evidence againet them one of these f
fine daye. f
There can be no possible justifioation for an F.E
attack upon a gentlomon of Mr. Fry's eminenco
and accomplishments.  Apart altogether from .
our personnl knowledge of Mr. Fry, nothin !
cculd lend va to believe that a man with such
o wonderful reputation to preserve would be |
cuilty of anything unbecoming a gentleman and
a player. Had the demonstration agninst Mr. |
Fry stopped rhort on ihe field of play, tho mat- z
ter might bave been passed over with but trifling
notice. It was made the pretext for a display :
of hooligansm long after the matech, however, | |
and, as such, words are not sufficiently strong |
to condemn it. lutsn foutballers hava time and
again been warned against this high-handed :
rowdyism, but apparrutly they are determined ]

to stick o the foolish and unmanly cource. It
matters not 1o them that their town 18 regarded
by a large number of referees as a place to be
avoided. or that the penalty for perseverance in
their evil ways may ultimately be complete sus-
pension of she game, m it more 1mportant
aspeet, 1n the Aistrict. It wou'd, indeed, be
hard if all the precious time, money, and brains
ihat have gone /to the npbuilding of the TLuton
Town Cluh wero to be sacrificed in order to
purge away the ¢in of an ignorant, senseless,
pag-ionata few. 1f ever the Football Aass=ocia-
tion should soe fit to interfere once again with
the Luton mob, as distinguished from the
genuine lovers of the game in the town, it is 08
cortain as day that the punishment will not be
lenient. If footbull ia to be a roproach rather
than o credit to the real sportemanship of Larton,

it were far botter that it died the death without §

further ado.
- -

Tha article is clearly bosed, not upon know-
ledge, but upon the writers gratuitous nssump-
tions. “ Nothing could lead uva to heliove,"” ho
says, any ill concerning Mr. Fry, and at the
came time it ia very ovident thant nothing eould
1ead him to beliove any good covcerning Luton.
till, T am not didposed to enter into argument
with the writer; T aimply reproduce the article
tn show spoctators what kind of reputation the
Club and the town are saddled with as a cone-
quence of their senscless behaviour.

- - -

Tn one thing the writer of the article referred
to is perfoctly correok. There i no doubt what-
sver that should a digturbance arise on any occa-
cion. and lead to a report to the Association, it
will inevitably mean the death of the Club, as
the dircotors are certainly not in a pesition to
fanca n term of suspension. I hope spectators
will hear thia in mind and keep their feelings
under control.

|.

{ T have received the following letter cn the
subject : —*" Dear Sir,—Pardon my liberty in en.
closing a cutting from last Sntarday's * Evening
Nows " Foothall Tdition. I think the writer
is very partinl and onesided. The tone of lis
vomarks seem to imply that he would be alad
‘f Luton football would zo under nilogether.
He seems to be making a mountain oul of a
molehill. T don't believe in hooting anybocdly.
3 T like to sce the game played without any tnter-
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Tfreeman, dardy, and Willis, 38, George-sireet,

A

[erence at all from spectalors, There s certainly |
a section of the crowd whose langoage and be-
haviour would suit a taproom better than a foot-
tall field. Put really, Mr. Editor, the genti®.
man in the ** Evening News and Post’ 1s too
sovere in his remarks. I thonght I must trouble
vou, Mr. Editor, because I know 1if you uhink
we deserve it you wou't be afraid to eay s0.—1
I am, sir, yours respectfully, SProTATOR.”
- L L ]

I notice that Southampton allege that seven
of their players were injured in the matoh at
Luton, and that was the reason they had to play
g0 many Reserves in the Western League match
at Millwall on Monday. The curious thing is
that every one of the injured men wns well
enough to take parg in the Southern League
mateh on  Suturday.  And, *‘curiouser and
curipuser,” 15 the well-known fact that South-
ampton takes very lilt’e interest in the Western
T.eague and a lot in the Southern. Still, it's too
bad to throw nlllthna rﬂipansihi}it}f on Luton.

Dear me. They eaid ping-pong, nnd shouted
burrahs at the result of our Town Club's play
on Saturday last. But wait until they have all
seon the grand show of Boots and Shoes st

Luton: 2 to 1 they will all buy a pair. Their
goods are cheaper and wear betler than anyone
else's in the town.—{ADVT.]

- -

As everybody in the town knows, the atmos-
pheric conditions here on Suturday iwere not
favourable to a display of football, especinlly
from the speectators’ poiut of view. The Re-
serves had a fixture in the South-Easlern
League with Queen’'s Park Rangers Rscerves,
and no doubt a very interesting mateh would
have resulted had it nnt;heen fc:r the fog fiend.

Both teams turned ou?, and a little alter the
appointed time the game was commenced. It
was impossible 1o follow the play, for one could
not see more than fifteen yards, and could not
cateh more than a momentary glimpse of a
player as he appeared like a phantom in the dis-
tanee.  After the game had been in progress a
few minutes one of the visiting fory 8
shouted to his comrades that he had ecored a
roal and the ball was found in the net, but how
it ot there neither Goodge nor any of the home
players seemed to know.

- - -

A goal was awarded, and in the course of
subsequant play Dimmock gol possession and
drove the ball home, but he was adjudged to
be offside. After the game had been in progress
thirteen minutes the gaferee decided to stop the

play. The Luton team was:—Goodge; Street

and Hall: Garrett, Farr, and Sapwell; Plum-

mer, Hawkes, Moody, Everitt, and Dimmock.
Next Saturday the Reserves are due at Leyton,
Essex, in a gtmrimlm maltch. 4

It is worlby of note that Messrs. Sale and
Co. had the distinetion of muking known the
result of the Cup match at Watford within seven
minutes of fhe finish of the game, and nearly
(hree-quarters of an hour bafore telegraphed re-
sults arrived in Luton lnst Saturday. The result
was telephoned from the Exchange at Watford
direet to Messrs. Sale and Co., and when L(he
result was shown in their George-street window
n oheer went up. Needless to say, the window
was for some time the centre of attraction.
Mossrs. Sule and Co. inform us that they have
been appointed gole agents for the Humber Co
[or Luton next sensoun,

L L L

Mr. C. Green, the secretary of the Luton Club,
lins received a letter from Mr. C. B. Fry,
wiieh that gentleman saye: ** The courteous cx.
pression of regret for the behaviour of the spec:
tators at Luton tendersd me by your cweciors
is. na far ns I am concerned, quite unnecessary.
I don't see how your directors can control the
character of the Luton spectators, and I am
quite sure they were even more upsel than any
one elsn at the annoyance to which I was sub.
jected."”

. . .

Mr. Fry ndds the very lrue remark that such
conduct 18 mueh more likely to do harm to th
Luton players than to visiting sides, and per
sonally. I think that on the occasion referrec
tn, the Luton men were greater sufferers thas
their opponents, The directors, however, an
fully determined to put s stop to it, and i
future policemen will be on duty with stric

| orders to make an oxample of any offenders.

ool o B — N =t~ B =

P e |

e N e B



	Watford FAC LN
	Watford FAC LN2
	Watford FAC LN3
	Watford FAC LN4
	Watford FAC LN5

