23 Football.
The Southern League

LUTON v. WATFORD.
Pleved! st Loton ou Satorday. Result : —
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The leams Vere os fallow - —

Lutop—Ord; Lindsay and Sharp ; F. Hawkes.
white, and R. Hawkes, Durrant, Blessingtos
_ Pown, Tierney, and Colvin. ;
watford—Nidd ; Cother and Wragg: Munn.
faedton, and Greenslade ; Cottrell, Lyoun, Har-
vey. Chalmers, and Brown,
Referse, Mr, N, Whittaker.

With Luton in a winniog vein, there ought

(o be no difficulty in securing for Southern

[eague mafches at homo a gate of £60, which is
e sum requared o order to pay expenses, bus

an Saturday, local rivalry notwithstanding, the !

visit of Wationd attracted an attendance of only
s couple of thousand or thereabouts.
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Possihly, people thought that Watford havine
Aropped some players and re-arranged the team
‘.,-:uv‘nl"}'- Luten would be able to do pretuy
queh os they liked, and that therefore the game
would not be worth seeing.  There are some per.
sous so Wueamish that they wll stay away jf
they think the home elub is going to be beater

and they will stay away also if they think the |

sesult 15 going to Le very much the other way.

But those good folk who thought Watford

were goung to cromple up and yield themselyes

willing vietims to the team which knocked them
gut af the Cap Competition were very much mis.
taken, for the shuffling of the cards had worked
wonders for the wisitors, and they were sesn to
getter atlvantege than in any of the previous
matehes wath Luaton this season,

‘The zume began soon alter half-past two, Wat.
jord winning the toss, but gaining very little

{erehy, a8 the wind blew across the ground.
Luton went away at the start, and from a centre
pv Durrant, Brown sent in a shot from an off.
Jdde position. A corner next fell to the home.
srers, and Coluin placing, the Watford goal ex-
perienced several narrow escapes. The visitors
r'_fﬂliutﬂlﬂ]. and after one or two attempts Hae-
yey got in & basuty, the ball just skimming the

bar.
- - -

Watford coming again, a splendid shot was
wcaught by Ord, who held the ball too long, and
ans charged bhshind with 1t in his hands. Cot.
(=0l placed, Tierney cleared, and Brown got
ihpouch at the other end, but Cother just cleare:d

i the niek of time by kicking out. Luton at-

sacked acain, and after a fruitless cornor, Roland
PBrown created a momentary diversion. The
Hall being returned, Durrant had a lovely chance
to centre in the mouth of goal, where Tierney
" and Brown were waiting to receive it, but be
preferred to shoot, and the ball went behind.
* # (.

(‘other in defending from another assault ap-
peared to hawlle, but the appeal was unheaded,
and the next moment Browa sent in a grand
~hot, which Nidd disposed of as if to the manner
hort. and his effort was greated with consider.
ahle applavse. Brown afterwards scored an ofi-
sida poul, and then Watford making for the

other end, Chalmers got clens, and taking the .

ball to within a few vards of roal, seemed certain
to score. Sharp, however, rushed across, and

just planted his foot down as Chalmers took his.

kick. The result was that the goal was saved,
but Sharp’'s ankle was hurt, und he had to stand
hy for a few minutes.
- -

The ball was speedily trundled wp the field
szain, and a corner being conceded to a hot
hot by Blessington, Durcant placed, and a
benuty by Colvin was <well fisted out by Nidd.
Then & miss by Wragge gave Tierney a rore
cpportunity, but instead of dribbling the ball in
as he might have done, he sent in a tame shot
which Nidd easily disposed of. Colvin next was
.esponsible for a very fine effort, getting by
both Munn and Cother, and finishing up with a
wood certre, which went begmng, the other
forwwards net being up. Colvin repeated the
tirst pact of his performance almost ymmediately,
 ctting quite clear, and then, with an open goal,

<hot mizerably wide.
- - -



Durrant next nullified a smart piece of work
by shooting behind instead of middling to tha
mnside men and giving them a chance, but a
little later Brown obtained a corner. 'This was
:la:]l;.-ndi:.ﬂy-pluc.ed by Colvin, and Lindsay meet-
ine n roturn, netted the ball with a shot which
passed just underneath the Lar, but the point
was disallowed because the goalkeeper had been
impecled,

- L -

Luton continued to have the better of tho
play up to the interval, but one or two cood
openings were practically thrown away, and the
teams rrossed over with a Llank score-sheet.
Watford had undoubtedly performed much bet-
ter than was aunticipated, and the play thus fur
hand been of a very interesting character, thouzn
ccarcely satistactory in its result from a Luton
puint of view,
- L -~

Upon resuming, Luton at once acted on the
aggressive, snd Brown, who ran between the fwo
hacks. was given offside, a decision which was
decidedly open to queslion. Colvin next oab-
sained and placed a corner, and Bob Hawkes
put in o good shot, and followed it with another
lone one which just skimmed the bar. Roland
Brown then got by Lindsay at the other end,
but muddled his opportunity, and the ball being
returned. Durrant went away and centred, Tier-
ney helped the ball on its way, and Blessington

<corel with a fine shot quite out of Nidd's reach.

his nappened six minutes from the re-start,
and the spectators of course were all hoping that

it wus the forsrunner of others. In this. how-

aver, they were disappointed. Several free kicks
took the players off their game a bit, but the
Tutonians wanning to their work, Tierney sent
in a couple of ghots which were negociated by
Nidd and these were followed by attempts DY
Fred Howkes and Brown, each missing by the

merest shave. '
" - -

From a well-judged centre by Colvin, Tierney
put 1 a sparkhing shot which rebounded off
¢the custodian, and then Watford getting pPosses-
sion, Lindsay, in toying about with Roland
Brown. let in Chalmers, who came within an
ace of scoring, the ball passing just by the oppo-
site post. There was no need whatever to have
oiven the chance; 1t was only because Lindsey
chose not 1o treat Brown's efforts seriously.

- ]
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At this juncture, Sharp had to leave the field,
and Luton had to piay with only one back, n '0s-
son i the art of whicn they had had on the pre-
vicys, Saturday, But they had not been playing
it long Fefore Watford, with less excuse, resorbod
to the same expedient, Cother going up among
the forwards. The consequence was that, with
the exception of Lindsay and Wragg, the men
wore al! of a heap in the middle of the field, and,
venerally speaking, direetly one attempted to
hreak away, he was given offside.

- -

-

Now and then, a [orward did manage to
emeree with the ball at his feet, and withoutl
haying infringed the rule, and on one of these
oconsiops Brown must have ccored had not Bles-
sington chimec in and taken the ball from his
to¢, PBut altorether the proceedings during the
last twenty miputes were @ complete farce, and
it wos ruite a rehief when the call of time was
wiven, especinlly as the heavy clonds hanging
over the greund made it difficult to see what

Wis oging on.
gaing - = ~

As already stated, Watford gave a very good
“Low, Nidd particularly distinguishing himself
in zonl by the smart and business-like way 11
which he saved and cleared. The haclks were
very wood, and the {orwards wers wonderfully
well  logetner, Chrlmers and Harvey perhaps
being the pick of the bunch. 3

The Luton forwards, on the other IH1"‘"-1] 7 ELS
certainly not at thei= best, snd they will have
to put u lot moye henrt ¢nd o lot more head into
their work next Saturday if they expecl to beat
the Areanal.. Neither of the outside men wis ip
10 the mark, and Durrant wis moet expsperibing

in his constant offorts to shoot instead of giving
the clunce to the inside men. Brown and Tier-
ey worked hard and well, though the latter



ought to have done better with his opportunities, F

Lut Blessington was below his proper form.
L J - -

Young Yred Haywkes, too, faiied to come up
to his uspal standard, and Bob Hawkes was cor-
tunly not the least effective of the trio. He
played very smartly, tackling well and placing
the ball with gcreat judgment. The backs, so
long as there were two of them were both very
aood, and Ord was quite equal to the calls madg
upon him.

. . "

A Woolwich correspondent, writing on the
subject of next Saturday’s Cup-tie, remarks with
jsleasure upor the fact that the draw has de-
cread rhat the Arsenal shall have the privileze
of entertaining “* such old favourites as Luton,”
and adds: ** It is soma lime now since we hivve
met Luton in & serious encountar, but I can
rocall vividly the old days of the United League
when Luton were only second to Millwall as a
popular draw at Plumstead The Lutonians are
stronger this season than for some Linfe past,
and will make the Reds go all the way if they
ara bo sscure the verdiet, but win or lose 1 can
gssure my Luton friends of a hearty recephion
whan they step on the Manor Field next Satur.

day.’

;

I need hardly remind the Lulon men that on

Saturday next they have a great opportunity ef
making themselves famous. A victory over tno
Arsenal in a Cup-tie at. Plumstead would bring
‘hem into such prominence us they have not
enjoved for many a long day, because. (he
Arsenal just now are at the top of their lorm.
They have nov lost a mateh sinees Oet. 19th, at
Lome or away., and during that time they have
not had a zoal scored against them in the League

Competition.” - .

Still. I cannot help thinkiey that the Arsenal
have had more than their fair share of luck,
end if Luton play up to thewr best form un
Saturday. I think they have a very rqm-‘-nnuhl.-a
ohance of achieving the desivetd distinction. Let

u= hope they will rise (o the cccason,
- & -

The following is the Leogue table up to date:

(oals.
Pld. Won. Let. D, For, Aget.Pts
giaae

Bouthamplon. ..oeceeioes 12 4 1 M b
Purtammll-jth i TLE 9 1 a 24 10 i?
Tottenham Hotspur ..... 11 9 1 1 20 B 19
Roading ... sves =, VDR R D) 24 8 19
West Ham TUnited ... 13 i B oL 218 18 13
LAULOD oo vrwenncnnpnenpanes i) (5 3 o0& 11 M 2
Millwall ... coicieremanenes 12 Bt 0 f e RS )]
B GLEATIIIR, s snsiovasanasossh {2 e AR BT 0L
Queen’s Park Rangers. .. 10 3 b 2z 10 10 3
Northnmpton.. ... =11 4 i g: i % 5
wellingborough ......... 10+ 4 E’-ﬁﬁ% 1y, 1gs, 8
New Brompton............ TR i e B L ) 7
WALLOPd ...overemnrreinnsens 12 3 6! L gy kg 7
Brentford .. ...oosenieses 11 z 7 O S
Brstol Rovers ... - 10 1 i L 6 14 1
Bwindom ....oooooovmenmmrene 11 s B2 1 7 A3 g
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