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LUTON V. READING.

THE BERKSHIRE MEN.

y the Reading team visited Luton in y'
heir first Southern League fixture with
The weather was bitterly cold and the
but there wae a very good muster of
cellent performances of the visitors
no doubt having acted as a draw. The Reading eleven
was a fairly strong one, the only change of importance
being the inclusion at left-half of International Holt,
T'he home team included two Reserves in the persons
of Goodge and Moody, who were introduced as sub-
gtitutes for Ord and Brown respectively. Both, by the
way, gave a good account of themselves.

The teams were :—

ZTwuton : Goodge ;
‘White and Williams ;
Tierney and Colviu.

Reading : Cotton ; Sto!
(captain) and Allison ; Evans,
Griffiths and Barnes.

Referce, Mr. J. W. Bailey (Leices

Lindsay won the toss and the home I
eonsiderable dash, Indeed, the early part of the game
yuled altogether in their favour. At one stage Colvin
sent the ball into the side of the net, this being a very
narrow escape for Cotton. A foul against the home
lot drove t%em back when they were threatening
danger. A like decision against the visitors presented
Tierney with an opportunity which was not taken
advantage of, and almost immediately afterwards
Sharp kicked over the bar, Durrant got off in good
style, only to steer wide. Later on, Colvin was very
badly charged over when within the penalty line and
fhere were confident appeals for a penalty kick. Mr.
Bailey consulted the linesmen with the result that
oal kick was awarded. The Reading forwards
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

‘What a pity it is that the Luton players were not
in such form as they were on Saturday when they had
to meet West Ham a fortnight ago. 1 bave seen them
play several games this season, but never better then
in Saturday’s firet half. On that form they would
have been good enough to play any team in the
country,

e

Considering the splendid reputation of the Reading
players this season I had expected a far better display
from them. As it was the home contingent drew and
should have won, nothing but sheer ill-luck preventing
them from taking both points.

*

I am not going to enlarge about the sterling football
which the locals gave us prior to the interval. We all
knew that they could play in this excellent fashion
and we had, been wondering of late how it was that
they did not display somewhat morve directness in their
efforts. At the same fime the outcome of Saturday’s
game wag distinotly creditable to the *“blues,”

*

‘It has been more than once demonstrated this
season that the Reading eleven play a determined and
i vigorous game. They infused a good deal of dash and
|
|

not a little museular vigour into their display on Satur-
day, but they were never what I should like to call
rough. The game was just a splendid trial of strength
between two resolute and capahble teams, and that a
few hard knocks should be exchanged was only to he

expected.

*

Those who witnessed the game will agree with me
that the home players ought % have won. Their
shooting was more accurate than usual, but still not
straight enough. Moody on one occasion found him-
self in front of goal with nobody to beat and then
quietly steer=d outside the post.

A A :

Considering that Ord and Brown were hoth absent
and that their places were filled by Resorves, the fact
that the locals escaped a beating is to me highly
praiseworthy. The youngsters who were introduced
performed exceedi wgf espeoially considering that
the turf was very slippery. y
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