SOUTHERN LEAGUE,

LUTON TOWN v. BRISTOL ROVERS.

A DRAWN GAME.

The first meeting of these clubs took place
on the Bury Park enclosure on Saturday after-
noon m dull weather before about 1,500 spec-
tators. The Rovers are just now going great
gung, and have accomplished some fine perform-
ances, defeating Wellingborough on Wednesday
by 8 goals to 1, while on the previons Saturday
they vanquished Kettering.  Although very
low in the League table, owing to very bad
luck in the early Furt. of the season, the team
will surprise not a few of the clubs in the League

before the season closes.

Last season, the Bristol Rovers pave Luton
their quietus in the English Cup, while they
also took 4 points from us in the League. Luton
were, therefore, anxious to settle these matters.
Both teams were one short of full strength,
Luton being without Blessington, who has been
suspended, while the Rovers played Lamb of
the Reserves, for Corbett, who injured hig
ankle the previous Wednesday. Mr. G. H.
Muir, of Southampton, was the referee, and he
had the following 22 under hiz command :

Luton: Ord; Lindsay and Sharp; F.
Hawkes, White, and Williams ; Durrant, R.
Hawlkes, Brown, Tiemey and Colvin.

Bristol :  Cartlidge ; Dunn and Griffiths ;
Davies, Neilson, and Lyon; Muir, Jones,
Lamb, Willcox and Becton.

Luton won the toss, and Lamb kicked off
from the raillway goal. The homesters at once
goti away, but Colvin finished weakly and oper-
ations were transferred to the other end when
Ord had to clear from Willcox, who soon be-
came prominent. Good defensive play by Dunn
elicited cheers, and Colvin shot behind a good
piass by Tierney. A corner, forced by Hawkes
with a grand shot off Cartlidge, was placad
behind, after Griffiths had cleared from the
goal-kick. Ord saved finely a beautiful drop-
ping shot from Dunn. Durrant put over the
bar with only the keeper to beat.

Sa for, play had been very even, neither
goal-keeper being severely tested. Hawkes
made a fine clearance from a corner, and
Williams put into the net untouched for a foul
against the wvisitors. At the other end the
Luton custodian saved finely from Willcox, and
Jones foiled miserably with an open goal 1in
front of him. Dunn got into disfavour with
the crowd for a foul on Colvin, and at this
point the referee paused in his operations owing
to the behaviour of a certain section of the
crowd. Most of the game was in mid-field
until half-time, when there was no score.

Op resuming, Bristol obtained two fruitless
corners. Soon afterwards Tierney and Dunn
collided, and each had to retire for repairs.
The Rovers again attacked, and Jones missed
badly, but from a pass by Becton, Muir dashed
up and headed the first goal of the match after
7 mmmutes’ play. This livened the play up a
little,and Cartlidge had to save from F.Hawkes,
while Colvin put behind after he had beaten
all opposition. Lyon cleared from Tierney and
Sharp, and Colvin forced a cormer off Dunn,
but it was cleared by the visitors. The Luton
goal had a narrow escape when Willcox hit the
corner of the post. Brown gave Cartlidge a
warm handful, and Tierney skimmed the bar
with a grand shot from Durrant’s centre.

Cartlidge gave a corner to Durrant,and Sharp
neatly robbed Willcox just as the Bristol man
was going through. However, after half-an-
hour’s play, Colvin forced a corner off Dunn,
from which Bob Hawkes equalised for Luton
with a low shot imto the corner of the net.
Although each goal had some narrow escapes,
time arrived with the score:

Luton 1 goal, Bristol Rovers 1.
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NOTES.

The game was chiefly remarkable for the
evenness of the teams, and a draw was a fair
result. It was one of the toughest games szen
on Luton ground this season, and the wvisitors
are to be congratulated on the plucky fight they
made, fully demonstrating that they deserve
a higher position in the ieu e. Since ‘heir
victory over Bristol City in the English Cup,
the Rovers have been slowly on the up-grade,
and are just now showing their true form in the
Southern League. They were knocked out of
the English Cup by Stoke with only a goal to
spare.

* * *

For Bristol, Cartlidge, who 18 only just %0
years of age, did Weﬁ, and showed signs of
developing into a first-class custodian. Ailweit
a little pervous at present, the Bristol man
should have a brilliant future. He was ably
assisted by his backs.  Dunn, the Preston
North End veteran, was very effective, break
ing up the Luton left wing’s combination re-
peatedly. His partner, Griffiths, possauses
good speed. |
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The halves were a strong line, and Neilson
never gave Brown a rest. Lyon showed up well
against the home right, which, however, was
not at its best.
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As to the forwards, Willcox was most con-
spicucus. For a player who has only pra (ised
the game for 18 months, he gives a very clever
exposition, being both tricky, fast, amd a
davgerous shot m front of goal. Only the
previous Wednesday, he scored 4 goals out of 8
agaimst Wellingborough. He is employed at
the Bristol Gas Waorks,and is a great acquisition
to the Rovers' team. His partner, Be-ton, the
old New Prighton man, put acrose come good
certres and was chiefly responsible for his side's
goal
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In the centre, Lamb, who cowes from a
Scotch junior team, worked very hard, feeding
his wings well. He has a &ne turn of ﬂre&rl,
anrd 18 a good shot. The right wing pliyed
fairly, but was not so effeciive as the left.
Jones has been seen to better advantage, the
heavy ground appearing to affect his ‘f'j?p]ﬂy,
while Muir could not be depended upon.
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As to Luton, Ord did not have a great deal
to do, but bronght off one particularly smar:
save. Lindsay and Sharp did satisfa tory
work. On present form, Sharp is ome of the
best backs that has donmned Luton's colyrs,
and 1t 18 to be hoped that he will continne to
keep his form until the end of the season.
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The middle line were always sn the move.
White again showed both in defence and at-
tack, and would be hard to beat for the ener-
zetic efforts he pats forth to bring shaut
uceess.  White may not be a “ class 7 player,
ut he would compare well with many such
men.  Willlams has played better, but yonmng
Hawkes was as effective as nsual, often heating

he opposing wing.
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As to the forwards, Brown worked bharl, but
118 efforts seemed to lack saccess.  Tierney and
solvin  combmed well until the goal was
eached, when the “ stopper ™ was applisd. On
he right, Durrant was in decent iorm, but Bob
Hawkes is not n great success in the forward
ine, and towards the close he ~hanged places
with F. Hawkes, and succeeded mmech intier,
s goal being a beanty. The shooting, how-
ver, left moch to be desited, and it is high
mme that an improvement was shown, for sinre
he new year Laton have only seored 14 goals.
hough they bad 21 scored agaimst them. Smee
Dec. Tth last, Laton have only wim 3 League
ames, and a victors or two would now be very
velcome. In the 3 months, the Luton
eam have made 8 draws. Their goal-record 1=
ow 67 to 44, :
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