FOOTBALIL.

LUTON TOWN v. PORTSMOUTH.
VIQTORY FOR THE ‘' BLUES.”

Dhuing the 1jst menth of fhe seagon the Luten
players have oret ted surprise after surprise, and their
admirors hecam used to extraordinary performanocss.
X draw  at Thlte wham and Reuding in Southern

© Joehgue gaes WAL regarded as extremely satinfactory,
Fat on Sasturdsy the “blues” went one better and
seouted a ghorcughly well descrved viol ab Lthe ex-

wse of Lhe chpmpions of the League, Thie formed a
%tting wind-npfor what has been on the whole & good
seasan for tha Lutonians and there was justifisble
jubilation amdngst the spoctators. It is bu fair to say
that the Dortymounth team was not so fully representa-
ive as was that of Luton, and so mediocre wis the dis-
play given he visitors in the early part of the game
that o shiftiog sbout of the playera wea made. The
Luton dizecfors, in coneurrence with a desire expressed
at a recent joeeting of supportera of the club, raised
the oharge /for admission to & shilling, and this evi-
dently had the effect of keeping ayvay many who would
otherwise Jitve been present, for the * gate ” was pot

nearly 0 good as it might fairly have been expected to
bo. The -veather was perfoot, save that the wind was
& trifle stz 0g-
Teams § —
uton Town': Ord ; Lindsay and Sharp ; F. Hawkes,
Whito acd R. Hawkes ; Durrant, Blessington, Moody,
Tierney pnd Colvin.

Portwiouth: Reilly ; Burgess and Wilkie (capt.);
Riyth, Atringfellow and Langhorne ; Marshall, W.
Swith, McDonald, 5. Swmith and Mecanikowsli,

Rafes e, Mx, J, Stark.

Portamouth won the toss and inced the pun. Tha
bome team went off in splendid style and the
enthyy iasm of the unlookers was soon aroused by the
detert rnation which their favourites infused into their
effort/ - Early in the ﬁmne Durrant foroed n gorner
with ra fine centre, Reilly cleared well from the flag-
1gdn. The **blues” were soon busy again, however,
and onee more Durrant brought u-ougla to Beilly.
The ex-soldier was in first-rate form, though, and
eftented a clever clearance. Then the Luton outside
right shot yards over the bar. The play was ver fast,
and with the visitors acting mainly on the defensive
the home lot wore displaying to considerable advan-
tage. Following o tricky display by Colvin, R.
Hawkes sent up prettily and the Portemonth goalie
veas forced to bestir himself once more. ‘' Pompey ™
Tater on went away through the medium of W. Siith;
butlittie headway was made, for the homedcfonders were
.ou the alert, and the bell was rapidly returned into the
visitors’ quarters. Durrant terminated a neat vun by
shooting erratically. He atoned for this immediately
afterwards, for he luded o fine exhibition by
scoring a  magnificent goal, Reilly having no chance
whatever.  This success fell to the locals ten minutes
from the start, and it necesparily had the effect of
stimulating them to renewed efforts, Tt noed scarcely
be said that the score was enthusiastically cheered by
the crowd. The Portsmouth outside right effected a
. change in the order of the play by beating R. Hevkea
! very cleverly, He wound up by sending into the side

' of “the net—the ontside. urrant again became
troublesome, a shot from his foot leading to the sonces-
aion of a corner by the visiting enstodian. This proved
neffectual, as did @& similar point produced in like
manner just sfter. There was a great shout when

. Tierney ran the ball through and managed to get it
oast Reilly. He handled it at the crucial moment,

owever, and eo the score was not allowed. The game
fixd np to now been pleasantly free from fouls, an the
wisitors were first to offend, Sharp handled the ball

_ yhen the strangers were attacking, and from the free
~ 'Elck it was Leaded over. Another corner to Luton was
untruitful, and a capital loug shot by B. Hawkes wae
ansuccessful. Colvin, whe was playing fin very good
style, warmly cheered for ar es&eeiany “pretty
exhibition. Reilly brought off & marvellons savs from

a hot one by Durrant, the bell heing hooked out from

imder the par at the cost of a corner. R. Hawkes

ferminated a strong attack by sending wide. The

7 1 of the first-half saw eeveral coraers

u y Luton. None of these, however, ws pro-

e, and eventually the interval arrived with the

e standing thus : i v

b o) . Luron, 1; PORTSMOTTH, 0 )

{n the wecond half the local ‘Sh‘wmi

y in capitel style, As the vesult of a hot atta

n earl, iod Reilly had to handle, and Tienicy fol-

wed ‘wp by sending in well, olvin afterwards

A “¢he side of the net with o good one.
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FOOITBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

——

Thoss who prophesied an essy vietory for the oham-
pions of the Soulbern Lesgue at Luton on Saturdsy
wero agtecably surpriced by the outcome of the
encvunter. The ** blucs” rose to the eccasion in & way
that they have receuntly proved themselves eapable of
doing and won in first vate style.

#

Apart albogether fromo the fact that they were not
fully represented, the Portsmouthians did not appear
to me to take the fixture very weriously, and ocortainly
the form they digpleyed was not worthy of the Leagus
leaders,

*

Ft iy true that in the second portion of the game the
pensiders dieplayed far better styls thau betors the
interval, but at their beat they were assuredly not
pupsrior to the locald, ‘How, then, explaiu it ?

i

Nobody would grudge the “‘blues” a whit of the
oredit of such a splendid vietory. They were unflag-
ging throughout, and thc(-iv played vemarkably good
football too. The forwards were remarkably aggres-
Bive.

) £
Had it not beon that Reilly wos on his best
Lehaviour * Pompey” would have had a far heavier
soore piled up, Oun one occagion the custodian hooked
the biall out when a score seemed inevitable, and at
other times he was simply unbeatable,

#*

Ord, on the other hand, reemed to complotely mis-
judge the ball when the Portsmonth goal way obtained.
The grouad was hard, and the ball bumped in a very
curions way. Perhaps that is the explanation of an
‘apparently wealk display.

b4

The particular hero of the game was Durraut, whose
lay on the extreme right was worthy of any {eam.
¥Iot only did he nofeh both goals, but he was persistent
in his attacks and was invariably dangerour when
within shooting range. He gave Reilly plenty of
chanees of distingunishing himself.
' *

Bleasington played well, too, and he fed his wing-
mate extremely well. By the way, the inside right
Les besome very stout recently ; but the superabandant
agiposc_« tigsue does nob appear to handicap him in his
efforts,

Colvin was a rare handful for Burgess, and tims after

timo he managed to break away and centre, Tierney

way 5 consistently hard worker, and Moody performed

very well indeed, - » : ‘ 4 :
# 3

* The heives were in grand form. B, Hawlkes was tha
moat congpienous of dhe trio, but ho was nobvery mugh
the superior of his corpenions, who were in great
form. The ‘‘Pompey” forwardz were held in check
very olaverly. il

The boclks playod finely and, save for the mistake
satisiac-

L

already mentioned, QOud acquitted himself
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