FOOTBALL NOTES.

[BY “SPECTATOR”].

THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

PORTSMOUTH v. LUTON,

LINDSAY ORDERED Oy,

Portsmouth and Luton met at Portsmouth on Satur-i
~day afternoon and the weather being fine, a large crowd,
turned up to witness the first League contest played on
the Portsmouth enclosure this season. The team were
as follows :—Portsiouth.—Reilly (goal), Burgess and
Wilkie (backs), Bléth. Stringfellow, and Houlker (half-
backs), Marshall, Cunliffe, Brown, W. bmith, and 8.
Smith,—ZLuton: Frail; (goal), Lindsay and Sharp
(hacks), F. Hawkes, White, and R, Hawkes (half-backs),
Durrant, Blessington, Mapdy, Gall and Allsopp.

Mr. A, Farrant, :)f Brisll;l. was the referce.

*

The weather was tremendously hob, and the sun,
blazed down with almost tropical intensity when the!
teams lined out. Burgess won the tose, and elected to
defend the Fratton goal, having the sun at the home.
players’ backs. What little wind there was blew
.across the ground. Upon Moody starting the ball, the
home forwards went down in a body, and Brown was!
in a good position when robbed by Lindsay. The
Luton front rank at once retaliated, Durrant initiating
a smart run. Burgess partially cleared. Lindsay
kicked behind.

. *

Portsmouth immediately attacked, and Frail had a
narrow escape, & corner ensuing. This was got away,
and Luton were agnain prominent on the right, hut
Houlker robbed Durrant in fine style, and the home
forwards went away. Lindsaylletting Brown through
near the penalty line, he swung the ball across to
Marghall, who got in a terrible cross shot, the hall
sravelling a foot t,ug high. B

Tuton were by no means preyared to submit quietly,
and their forwards, chiefly the right wingers, were
frequently getting away, and on one occasion Houlker
and Wilkie had fheir hands full. The ball, however,
was oventually got out of danger, and Steve Swmith
broke away. This was followed by some good play by
the home forwards, Cunliffe narrowly missing heading
through right in tlm goal ;nouth. ‘

Lindsay eventually relieved the pressure, and Allsopp
and R. Hawkes were mainly responsible for a transier
©of hostilities to the other end, where, however, Burgess
prevented further .trouble. by kicking “into touch.:
Rtringfellow and Blyth were next conspicuousin check-
ing the rushes of the visiting vanguard, and the former
Save Steve Smith a splendid opening, but'the Villan
mis-judged the flight of the ball, which passed out-
side. Marshall brought Sharp down heavily, Play for
& time continued in favour of Portsmouth, whose front
sank were working well in union, although the Luton
efenders offered &isturd y l;esistanos.

Good plncini by Blyth gave Cunliffe a good chance,
but White rob et{y him of the ball, and plnz was again
transferred to the Portsmouth end of the ground,

where Allsopp was prominent. K. Hawkes got in 8 |
fine shot from 20 yarde out, which Reilly disposed of,
and then Durrant was twic:ogenalised for fouling |
Houlker, who was playing a good game, Lindsay was
next pulled up for fouling Brown, and then Luton set
about their work with great rest, and after Duwrant |
had fairly worried Wilkie, he ;fot the ball again and |
put it through just;as the v:hint (3 wgnt for off-gide. . |

A foul egainst Stringfellow was the next incideqt,
and Lindsay placed the ball well, but Stringfellow and
Brown got it clear, the latter running it into touch.
The visitors again took took up the running, and from |
2 pass by R, Hawkes, Blessington migsed an cady
Opening, serewing the a lot wide. From a long
forward pass by Houlker, Ounliffe struck the post with
2 beautiful dropping shot.

* »

Portsmouth transferred the scens of operation, and
W. Smith should have netted the ball for a fine pass
by Blythe, but shot high over the oross-har. A corugr |
was given, and Frail jnst mapaged to put the ball ont-
side the post from an exciting melecin the goal mouth.
Brown afterwards got in two lovely shots, but Frail
dealt with both of them in fine style.

- - *
_ Brown continued to work \biL hard and guite
deserved the success that rewsrded bis efforts after &
little over half-an-hour's plmhem he received the

ball from the right wing and ‘the old Middlesbro®
custodian with a beauty.
- * .

After this the game underwent a sudden end remark-
le transformation. Wheroas in the frst. half-our
© home forwards could seemingly do nmi\i& ight n
the shooting direction, within five minutes afterwards
they were no less than threa gonls ahead, W. Smith
®btaining the second one with o fast short range shot,
and Steve the third with a lovely oblique drive.
* Ll * .
With only five minutes to go, Luton tried hard to
tecover their position, and Mo% had o fine shot dis-
e::“d of by Reilly. The visitors, however, were quid
ten back, and Marshall got in’ 6 lovels droppi
8hot, whiok' Frajl glilxol'ed of, . The game continne
't.:l‘l,d interosting until the end of the firat half when
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Directly after the kick off, Brown worked the ball
down into the goal mouth, but was given off side.
Sharpgot the ball away, and immediately ' ploy. was
stopped owing to & foul by Lindeay on 8. Smith, The

opular left-winger was laid ouf, and amid much ex-
gitement the referce ordered Lindeay to leave the field
of play. ~ Smith alse had' to vetive, owing to his

fnjury- * * *

Portsmouth, upon play being resumed, ot once  zet-
tled down to s steady abiack, and Fruil was often
gosted. ‘The Strawplaiters were , inolined  to  plag &
gomewhat vigorous gaue, and both Durrantand White
arero penalised. Sandy Brown was conspionous with a
pretty dribble, but his pass o W. Bmith travelled too
far out, and was lost into touch;

* “ -

Just afterwards Marshall struck the upright with s
Jovely etraight drive, but the Portsmouth players were
aerionsly handicapped by the Luton team playing the
gne-back game, Steve Smith was able to resume after
quarterof an hour’s play, and ot with o hearty recep:
fion as he emergc{] from the drpssxng~room. Marahall
again jtried a copital shot, but without result, and
Lmbon, by means of B, Hawkes, took the ball to the
other end where, however, Burgess reliaved with a'hig

Eick. # * “

After this Luton were hemmed fin, but only a fruit-
fees corner rewarded Portsmouth. A foul against
Biarshall gave Luton another ohance ; but they did not
henefit much from the oiportumg. Just afterwards a
§ree-kick was micely taken bg, hatp end the home
defence was extended. The ball was got clear, and
gwice the Portsmouth forwards got away, but were
given off-zide.
» G

Tuton attacked and Reilly disposed of a good shot
from Gall, Upon Portemouth getting to the other end
again, Steve Smith ranround Sharp and got in a fast
shot, which Frail kicked away. Luton again retaliated
sad Reilly punched away from the midst of several
players, while the home defence was directly after-
wards severely tested, and only got the ball away after
a hard struggle. Steve Smith received another pass |
#rom his brother near the half-way line, and ...dgibgbed
down to within 10 yards of goal before getting in‘a rip-

ing oblique drive, which Frail jndged to a micety, snd.
gﬂectedabﬁmaht':gve. v R fri
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At the vther ond Durraut wes well.pliced whon
given off-side, and then the visitors made a ineas of a'
ood chance by faulty shooting. = Reilly almost made a
istale with & shot from Durrant, and was Iucky o
get the ball away. By continning the one-back game
Euton completely spoilt the match, as no sooner did |
the Portsmouth_ forwards get going were they givenfqifa- ‘
aide. ' sl b W
Sharp fouled Brown just outeide the peualty line
@fter the centre forward: %md tried a 'nlev,egeindi% g
1un.  The ball was again taken to Reilly’s end, but was.
quickly returned, * All the home forwards in turn did |
gome excellent individual work, and kept Frail well
occupied. There was little interest in the game towards
the end, and the spectators were beginning to leave ﬂ;g
ground gome minutes before the fiual whistle went.
T'he final score was : SRS G R W
Portsmourn, 8; Luzow, 0.
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