Luton Town Football Club.
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SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

LUTON TOWN v. PORTSMOUTH..

A DISAPPOINTING DEFFEAT.

The visit of the League chiampions to Luton
on Naturday had been eagerly awaited by the
supporters of the home clilﬂ, and with the
Town team just now showing their best form
there was every prospect of a fine game. Up-
to-date, the Portsmouth eleven have only been
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defeated onee this season—by Northampton cn
their own ground by 1-0, and came to Luton
with the full expectation of guining another
victory. Luton lost at Portsmouth by 3 goals
to nil in the first mateh of the season.

Owing to misconduct,and other causes,Sharp
and Hilsdon have been suspended, and conse-
quently Luton--could not mauster full strength.
Williams and Gall were induded and Wood
took Allsopp’s place. Portsmouth played
their strongest eleven, induding the Inter-
nationals Chadwick and Houlker. The di-
rectors charged a shilling for admission, but a
large number had bought tickets beforehand at
6d. A large crowd of 3,000 spectators lined
the ropes in fine but dull weather. The Red
Cross Band played on the grounds and the
referee was Mr. J. W. Bailey, of Leicester.
The teams were:

Luton: Frail; Lindsay and Williams; F.
Hawkes, White and R. Hawkes; Durrant,
Blessington, Gall, Moedy and Woods.

Portsmouth : Reill'_?'; Turner and Wilkie ;
Stringfellow, Chadwick and Houlker; Mar-

shall, Cuncliffe, Brown, W. Smith and 8.
Smith.

Luton won: the tess, and had a strong wind
in their favour: The opening exchanges, how-
ever, were-in' favour of the wisitors, but Luten
soon warmed to the work. Reilly had to save
from Durrant, while at the other end Frail

scored a lovely roal, only to have it disallowed
for offsideé, much to the chagrin of the crowd.
Luton again attacked and Durrant and White
both shot behind, while BStringfellow robbed
Woods just as he was getting dangerous.
Portsmouth foreed the first corner, and Chid-
wick neatly. robbed Durrant, while Lindsay
cleverly stopped the Portsmouth left wing
twice in succession.

Woods. forced Reilly to save, and "Wilkie
cleared a fine effort by Blessington,  while a
moment later the same player headed behind.
- Luaton- forced another futile corner. Houlker
| cleared’ n fine effort by Bob Hawkes, while
| Reilly~ saved a grand shot from White, and
then yielded a corner to Durrant. Just bufore

to resume after having his head bandaged: At
half-time; there was no score.

On resuming, hesitation by Gall lost a good
opportunity, and Chadwick headed away a fine
centre from Durrant.  Portsmouth' foreed a
corner but Frail saved. Directly afterwards
| from a foul against Luton, Brown headed
Portsmouth’s first goal after 12 minutes’ play.
Durrant was given offside just by the pest, and
| a_foul on Frail nulliied an attack by the
visitors. A foul was given. against D’orts-
mouth, and the excitement reachied such
pitcle that the referee called ‘the ph‘?'fi‘ﬁ to-
i gether and warned them against rougll play-.

After this the visitors broke away nnd
| Brown, beating Lindsay, ran Llu'nugl't and
| easily scored No. 2. Luton.tmed’ liand to get
on terms, but Portsmouth deféended’ grandly.
' Luton forced two futile cormers, and Brown
' had to leave for repairs, but he soon resumed.
| The game became ve difficult to follow owing
'.tn darkness, and although: the referee eon-

| sulted the linesmen twice, lre decided ta finish
| the match. Play was confined chiefly to mid-
field. and Luton gained an offside peint. The
game ended :

Portemouth 2 goals, Luton 0.
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fisted away- ffom W. Smith. Soon Durrant

the interval Reilly got hurt, but he was able
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NOTES:

The game was a fast and hard tussle all
throungh and every inclr of the ground was
contested by both elevens. On the day’s play,
I think that Portsmouth were slightly the
better team and deserved their vietory, thongh
Luton should have had at least eme goal. There
was a denl too mueh petty fouling among the
players, and this to some extent marred what
was otherwise a pleasant game. The wvisitors
are a very poweriul combination, and are de-
cidedly the best: team that has visited Laton
so far this season.

Taking Pertsmouth first, Reilly did what
little he had to do m his best style. His
injury was worse than was anticipated, and it
was lucky that it d&id not prove fatal, as an
artery was egevered at the back of the ear. It
was due to the excellent defence of the backs
that “ proud Pompey * oould claim the honours
of the day. Their strong kicking was a feature
of the match, and their tacklmg and weight

were too mach for the home forwards.
' . .

the halves, the old Seouthamptom
. Chadwick. played splendidly, and held
close indeed. Against the Leston
. Houlker did very creditably,while
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own, when a poss would haves been o little
advantageous to his side. Stik when all did
so well 1t 8 ung'mi&fu-\ to find fault, especially

with @ loc::il lad. J

As to the Luton forwards, Quif’ was a failure
in the centre, wus also vul]y slow, and I do nots
think that he got one shot in at Reilly all
through the mateh. Bléssington and Durrant
pln}fug itheir usual clever gmne; But they found'
n very warm defence opposed to them, and
consequently ‘were not so efféctize as they have:
been. On the left wing, Moody was only fair,
Woods made & very . good. show, but the
superior weight of the, Portsmouth men was
against him,and he could not do himself justice.
Nevertheless, he has the making of a capable

layer, and only needs proper tmining to ring

iim out.
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The referce was fair on the whole, although
he did not give much satisfaction to the crowd.
During the game, the spectators shouted some
very bad remarks al the referee, and even
allowing for excitement, I think they were
entirely uncalled for. It was amusing to see
the crowd on the terraces wibth: lighted matehes
and burmng paper owing to the bad light.

#* * @

To-morrow (Clitistmas Dag) Luton have to
journey to Kettering to pliya friendly, and ox
Boxing Day, Northampton come here for their
League fixture. New: Brompton will be visited
on Saturday. On tha Town ground, the
Reserves will entertain Luton Clarence in the
Beds. and Districte League, and Tottenham
Hotspur in the. South . Edstern League o
Christmas Day and ‘Saturday, respectively.
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