FOOTBALL NOTES.

[BY ‘‘SPECTATOR™].

THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

PORTSMOUTH DEFEAT LUTON.

FINISHED IN DARKNESS.

The return Southern League match between these
teams was played at Luton on Saturday before a large
growd, notwithstandmi the fact that an extra sixpence
was charged to those who had not obtained their tickets
before the day. *‘Pompey” very early in the season
had entertained the locals, and had beaten them by
three goals to nil. There was an incident in connec-
tion with the match of unpleasant memory, The
following were the teams :—ZLufon : Frail ; Lindsay
and Williams ; F. Fawkes, White, and R. Hawkes ;
Durrant, Blessington, Gall, Moody and Woods.
Portsmouth : Reilly ; Tarner and Wilkie; String-
fellow, Chadwick, and Houlker ; Marshall, Cunlifie,
Brown, W. Smith, and 8. Smith, Referee, Mr. J. W.
Bailey (Leicester), linesmen, Messrs, T. J. Tappin
(West Ham) and Griffiths (Millwall).

*

* *

1t will be seen that Allsopp was not playing, and his
place was taken by Woods, who has figured in the
reserves with some suocess. Luton won the toss, and
when Lindsay signalled that he would play with the
wind in favour of the locals there was an encouraging
cheer, Portsmouth defended the railway end goal
Brown starfed the ball towards the Bury Park end,
and the visitors got down and caused e bit of trouble.
A free-kick helsed them forward, but Luton foresd
them back. Lindsay was early prominent, and through-
out the game he was everywhere when he was wanted.
Luton made an incursion on the right by means of a
run by Durrant and Blessington, but Wilkie relieved.

* # *

The visitors then retaliated snd during & period of
pressure  Steve Smith placed uncomfortably . near
the post; but was given off-side, A foul against
Portsmouth helped Luton down again and another free-
%ick should have been given for hands but apparently
the referee did not see it. Suhbsequently the specta-
%ors cheered wildly when it was seen that Durrant had
got the ball into the net. He received the ball which
apparently fouched Houlker, some 30 yards out and
put in s splendid shot which totally beat Reilly. For
some reason not apparent to one of the spectators the
referee disallowed the point.

3 * ® *

There was ink dissatisfaction at this d
The only conclugion the spectators could arrive ab
was that Durrant was judge to be off-side. Possibly
Mr. Bailey did not sse the ball tonch Houlker. At
::{ rate the fact remains that Luton were robbed of a
uable goal whioch miiht have made &all the differ-
ence to the game. Not { any means deterred by this
jece of hard luck, the Luton lads came agein and
urrant ‘placed by the goal. The heme side was
penalised soon afterwards, but nothing resuited from
the free-kick.

* * -

Woods was showing & marvellous amount of
pluck on the left, and about this period of
the game put in & dashing vum. Ho went for
the %l.l tringfellow and robbed him of the ball
and then commenced & run on his own, which threat-
ened, but did not result, in danger. Hands against
both sides followed, and though both kicks were well
taken nothing came of them. Portamouth had a rare
slioo of luck jusk afterwards, Durrant was close in
and shot, and the goalkeeper rather luckily fistad over
the bar. A good many poople, lnuludin& 1 111{, wore
of the opinion that the Luton man was o “pide, hut the
roforee gavo s corner, Which was of no use.

- . *

Lnton were baving considorably the better of th
E’:\ﬁ but Portsmouth _put in & good run and
wn placed just by the post, Trom  the
loll-klcz sont away finely on th
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An accident to Stringfellow occurred, he atoppi
backwards against Wooda’s foot, which :;u mitiggmtg
stop the ball, which just before had alighted on the
Portsmouth half-back’s head. After a short-rest he
was able to resume. During a period of pressure Gall
geoured the ball and uput in a olinking shot just under-
neath the bar. Reil z caught it safely and kicked out.
Followmi a free-kiok taken by the Luton captain a
Jdiffioult shot was put in at the Portumouth goal, and
Reilly could only save at the expende of & corner.

* * -

Woods tricked Stringfellow very nicely and runniny
down shot, but the Ea].\ went wide. jLinduny wu?a

laying & grand game. Reilly next got hurt.
Pio fon” down fulllength at the ball and
his head came into collision with Moody's knee. Asa
result the gonlkeeper’s head was cut, and Dy, MeArthor
advised him to go off and have it atitched. This he
declined to do, but contioued to play on until half-
time, when the wound was attended to. Nothing fur-
:‘t:;d happened up to the resting period, when the soore

PoORT3MOUTHE, 03 Lutow, 0.
* L *

The teams were rather a lengthy time in coming out,
and the Ezriod of waiting was filled up by o selection
by the Red Cross Band. The first Incident was a
tussle between Lindsay and 8. Smith. The referee
decided that Lindsay had fouled his opponent, and
accordingly gave a free-kick ageinst the home team.
‘Williams wag also penalised for fouling, Woods got
away on the left, but ran the ball behind. The crowd
on the terrace side of the ground gave the junior plenty
of encouragement, Luton pressed considerably, snd
¥, Hawkes put forward nicely, but Moody hended just
by the post.
* * ®

Williams gave a corner away, the ball going a long
way from the direction intended. Frail ran oub to
gave it, but the ball bounced far over his head.
‘Woods, in his anxiety, was offside. A foul against
ZLuton came to nothing. One of the linesmen got into
bad favour with the crowd who hootsd him. At
length a foul close in gave Portemouth their chance.
From the kick Brown very luckily headed through.

w * *

Play after this was a_bit rough. Durrant and
Houlker got atloggerheads, and one of the forwards
wentand told the referee of something that Frail had
done to him, A foul against Portsmouth gave Lutos
an opportunity of getting down and Moulker back-
heeled Durrant in the subsequent play. The referes
and the players held on impromptu meeting in “th
centre of the field and no doubt the official in charg
had something to say to their mubual advantege
Shortly sfter this Brown went down the field anc
though hampered by the backs he mauaged to get th
ball in the net, thus giving the visitors a lead of tw
goals to nil. Brown certainly worked bard for th
. spoint, i . 3 5

w

From the restart Luton went away aed a corner re
sulted which was, however, safely cleared. Brow
next got his knee twisted in a collision wib

te and had to be ‘taken off the fel
for repairs. A foul on Bob Hawkes wa
duldy noted, but hands against a Luton man followe
and rendered the kick of mo avail. After this litt]
of the play could beseen by the spectators. To thos
. on the grand stand the incidents on the other gide ¢
the field were quite shub ontt:i the darkness. T}
veferee was said to have consulted the linesman on th
terrace side of the ground.

¥ * *

The result was that the match continned, greatly
the danger of the players, and the inconvenience of 1]
spectators. Lindsay oncefspoke to the referes, pr
bably about the darkness, but that official ordered
game fo continue, It is said that Durrant gob the be
again into the net, but of this no one 20 yards aw:
wag ab-cluﬁali certain.  The jreferce eyentually bl
hhis whistle about five minutes to play—ineludi;
the minutea lost through the game b";‘.ﬁ ltow—’h‘
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