‘The Southern League

| LUTON v. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR,
- Playod at Luton on Saturday. Rosulti=
'_- “Mm YT R A 3- EP"-!E.
:thuﬁtuuhi‘unHuupurt nil.

o toams were as follow :— ‘

. Iamton—DFrail; Lindeay and Willioma; I,

Hawkes, White, and R. Hewkes; Durrant, Bles-

wington, Davidron, Moody, and Allsopp.
ottenham—Clawley; Watson and Erenta;

| s, HﬂFhm; and Jones; Dryburgh, Waerner,

L0 1 ward, Camecon, end Chulmers.

Referee, Mr. H. Ward {L'a ottingham).

When I spoke lost week of tho mecting of
Luton and Tottenhnin Hotspur providing one of
tlo tit-bite of the scason, I little thought what an
‘excellent tit-hit 1t would be. But as it hap:
ened, everything ¢n Saturdny proved to bo
faviurable, Thoe weather wus delightfully fine,
tlie attendance was tho largest for many o long
‘day, the zamo was a splendid one—the better, of
couwrse, becawse 1t waos alwuys going in Luton's
favour—and the result was overything that could
' hﬂ ;Wiﬂh-ix]n; 1

But  whilo gratified at Luton’s victory, it
scarcely surpasses the opinion I have held all
tlirough the scason s to the capabilitics of the
home team. My view has been that with a good
ocn tre-forward Luton could hold their own in
w'most any company, and the fact that all four
matches have been won ginee Davidson's advent
goes far to Justify my faith.

Saturday’s, of course was the biggest task that
liad been #et the homesters and they camo oub of
the ordeal with flying colours. Tottenham wero
‘nokquite at full streagth, Kirwan, Copeland, and
Tait standiug out on account of intornational
g:nims, but probubly the Spura felt very little
perturbation on this account, reeing that they
wero ablo to fill the vacancies with such men as
Chalmers, Cameron, and Erentz.

The winning of the toss meant not a little ad-
vantuge, in view of the rather strung wind pre-
valling, and cnco again Lindsay was successful.
Tho Spurs, however, wont away In very promis-
Eg’ style [rom the kick-oft, oodward thread-
inZz his way through nicely, and the ball going
out to tho right, Williams gave o cormer. Dry-
burgh placed, but nothing came of it, o foul
agninst the visitors relieving tho prossure.

"Then Moady and Allsopp did a smart bit of
traveiling, and from the latter's centre a corner
vesulted, but the left winger neutralised the ad-
vantage by placing badly. Bob Hawkes next
tlirvatened danger, followed by Moody and Dur-

. yant, and then from a psss by Davidson, the

Luton outsidesright got in a lovely centre, but

the wind took the ball just by the post.

A foul against Blessington relieved from a
porper forced by Davidson and Allsopp, but a
moment later Durrant put in a centre, and
Moody mado a brilliant dash, for which he was
leudly applauded, and headed in, bub Clawley
sived. Directly afteryards Bob Hawkes ob-
tmned possession and was dribbling right
through, but waas twice fouled closo in. The
raferce awarded a penalty without o moment's
nesitation, and Lindsay taking the kick, scored
with a well-dirceted ghot

This was something to go on with, and put the
spectators on excellent terms with themselves.
The goal bad taken just a quarter-of-an-hoyr in

tha getting. Encouragod by their success, the
homesters went at it again with renewed energy,
and Davidson had hard lines with a grand shot,
+ho ball rebounding off Erentz. A foul aguinst
Lindsay, who wont for Woodward with more
forco politeness, put the Luton defenders
on the alert, ut Lindsay cleared.

A pretty swinging pass by Davidson to Allsopp
enabled tho latter to get away, and he wound up
with & clipping shot. Clawley saved, but could
not get hold of the ball. and Davidson rushing
up scored a beautiful goal. Two goalsin twenty-
£ve minutes! This was distinctly good, and loud
was the cheering which greeted the effort.

The next incident of noto was a fery delibe-
rato foul by Chalmers on Lindsay, which woa
promptly penalised by the referee, but fecling
was aftorwards epparent between the two
players, and it took the Luton captain consider-
ably off Lis play. The homesters continued to
have the better of the game, ind Clawley was
calied upon twice 1n quick succession, the first
anve of the two being a matter of great difficulty.

Another corner fell to Luton, but Chalmers got
away, and after beating Lindsay wzs bearin
Gown on the home goal when Williams rush
acroes and put the stopper on in great style. In
another attempt, Jones landed the ball on the
neot, this being Tottenham’s first shot at gorl up
to date. A neat bit of work by Fred Hawkes
pus Luton on the u%rmssive again, and Davidson
tuking n pass from Blessington, sent in a beauty,
which (lawley tipped over the bar.  Allsopp
glaced from the coraer, and Clawley brought oft
a waonderful save to a header from Blessington by
giving anather eorner
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BAVAING AIEILILL LA AL g Y 1
‘A foul azainst F. Hawkes relieving, the Spurs
went to the otlier ¢nd, and Chalmers ngain beas
Lind=ay nnd gave to Woodwgrd, who had u fine
cpening. hit Bot, Hawkes gdt in the way of the
shol and o corner only resulted. Blessington

- cleared from the kick, but a moment later an
ext-aordinary bit of bungling by Lindsay nearly
apelt disaster, Woodward, as a consequence, hav-
ing the goal at his mercy. The International,

however, wtris Ebﬂhﬂ“ﬁ : uin:lh sent Wt.ln.dtgrgf the

mark, greatly to the relief of the spectators.
Thki'!-"tnfaw{l arrived with Luton leading by u
couple of goals to nil, Eut the question was
whetker they would be able to maintain the ad-
vantage nosw they had to face the wind. At fust,

the Spurs kept the homesters on the defensive,
and E?hﬂmm had a very good chance, but shot
miserably wide. A moment later the old Wat-
ford man received a caution for a nasty foul, the
releree’s promptitudo in dealing with the offence
eliciting appcoving cheers A _

'Tottenham soon got down again, the ball being
trundled along on the left, and Williams going
acrosg and trying to clear, headed on to Dry-
burgh, who liad a good Wmng and threw 1t
away by shooting wide. en Luton got awny,
and after Davidson had had a shot, the ball went
out to Blessiagton from a throw-in on the left,
and the Luton man delighted the onloockers by
scoring o third goal. : : -

Tattenham «id not take to their beating, which
was now absolutely nesured, at all kindly, ind
their play wns characterised by more vigour than
science. The more Luton pressed them the more
desperato they became, and unfortunately in
soine ehses the desperation was accompanied by
4 certain amount of viciousness.

At one period, two or three of the players ran
flreu.t risk of Leing ordered off the field. Tt fol-
owed upon a beantiful centre by Allsopp, to
which Durrant endeavoured to give the finishing
touch. In doing this, he came into contact with
(flawley, and then there was a “scene,’’ one or
two other Tottenham men also chiming in. It
waa extremely fortunate that the game was in the
hande of a strong referce, or things might have
taken a very unpleasant turn. .

As it was, matters were m{:mm tly put right,
feoling simmered down, and the last quarter of
an hour's play was fought in the best of spint.
Luton continued to have the betier of the ex-
cnanges, and onee or twice came very near add-
ing to their score, but when time was called, the
regord remained at three to nil in the homesters’
{avour,

Undoubtedly it was far and nwty Luton’s best

noe tizis renson, and 1t was Tottenham’s

iggest beating There wns really not a woeak

spot in tho homeé team, tho display all round

bomg very fine. The [drwards worked splendid-

ly together, and if thare was o best, perhaps the

- palni should be awafded to Mcody, who played

:nﬁrmt game. Davidson also was in fine form,
the same may be said of the other three.

Tho halves were aimply splendid, and one
soarcely knew which to admire most—the smart
und business-iike way in which Fred Hawked
kept the Tottenham left wing in check, the
ymothering proeess which White administered to
Woodward, or the brlliant work put in by Bob
Hawlkes, It is sufficiont to cay, perhaps, that al-
though Tottenham had a famous hall-back hne,
ik was the Luton trio which took the public eve.

With the exception of n quarter of an hour,
when be was decidedly shaky, Lindeny %1_15'“.{ n
his usunlly strong aned reliable way, and linms

formed with wonderful success, his dashing

wotics coming off again and again. Frail was
not very severely tested in goal, but he did all
taat was ask of him without causing »
moment’s anxiety.

Az to the vimtors. Clawley did his work
cleverly, and had no chance agninst either of the
ﬁﬂ.ﬁ. but the backs were rather rocky, Watson

ng the bettor of the two. The halves per-
formed well, but the forwards seldom got gomng.
CUbalmers was certainly the more prominent of
the five, though he generally finished up badly.
Woodward, thanks to White, never showed a
glimpse of intornational form, and thera was
nothing brlliant about any of the others.

The results in the other Southern League
matehes were ae  follow: —Southampton 7,
Northampton 0; Reading 5, Brentford 0; Swin-
don 2, Portsmouth 1; Queen’s Park Rangers 3,
Watford 0; Wellingborough 1, Bristol TOrs
3.““ The following is the League table up to

Goals,

Plyd. Wn, Lt. Dn. For. Agst. Pte,
Southampton ........ 9% 1r 1 8 70 18 49
Heading.................. s 17 3 s ® 33 m
mth ek S H’ 1" " 'E l‘! E* ﬂ
Bristol Rovers......... 28 12 9 T 48 M n
Tottenham Hotspur 22 Jt 5 @8 42 39 3238
Queen’s Pir. Bangers 93 10 10 5 8 831 35
New Brompton o U TR SR SR
Northampton . ....... LR e ) PR e TR Yty
mﬂnit--uu-h"ur- H 11 II 1 40 J0 an
WestHam United.. 33 8 8 7 9 33 29
e % e B y.RR N
" I T L I [ ! !1
IatoaTown......... 7 11 @8 33 a7 20
Ve %I 9 :: T %0 & :Hsl

; - e ) et X T T ’ " H !I I
ol ... 1 ¥ 1 5 3

The at the Tottenham match réalised
'fﬂhllfmt sum ftaken at an ordinary

%
&

Saturday match for u long time. The collec. |



Han for. the closo season fund _smounted - to

On Saturdny next the Luton team will have
to do battla at Capning Town, and we are very
ninch hoping that they will draw, if not win.
A pood rhow agninst W’qﬂt Ham would greatly
help the gate t-gu following weol,

pecial mterest attaches to the mateh on the
Town ground on Seturday, for, if the Reseryves
win—-and thera is overy reasop to believe they |
will—they will be lovel wit o Queen's- for
the championship of the Bods and Distriot
League. Most likely the Reserves and Queen's
will have to play an extra game to decide which
shall have tha cup. Unfortunately, the Roseryes
havoe not an open date at home, so the match

will' probabl have to be plngc-d nt Bedford.

In its *‘ Portrait Gallery,” the other day, a
Southampton foatball paper gave a not very up-
to-date photo of * Blessington, Luton’s lﬁ;tﬂr-
vatonal Forward," accompaned by the ful!uwi.nq
notea:—"In the course of nearly thirty years
fejourn in this troublesome world, James Bles-
Hm%tuu hos seon a Fuud denl of *trekking ' since
he burst upon tha foothall world us o star of no

ineansiderable magnitude. Heo is o Scotohman,

and was born nt Lanlithgow in 1874, He begun

playing football when he was sixteon yenrs old,

and beforg he was out of his teens he was rapidly
moking o namo for himself ns o olever player.
He started with the Old Hibernians, and then
went to Leith Athletio, His next club was the
Celtio, and with them he remained six BOOSONS,
helping the Celts to win the Seottish .en gue four
tines, the Glasgow Charity Cup, and tho Glas
gow Cup.

““He has J*ﬁln]mrl twice for Scotland against
England, and has been capped five times agninst
Ircland, whilst ho bas twice appeared in inter
Lecgue matches. TLeaving Celtie, he went to
Preston North End, and thence to Derby
County, with whom he was severaly in jured, and
Juring his absence from the field his substitute
played so well that he was not displaced. On
Lis rocovery Blessington went to Bristal City, for
whom he did goad rervice and is now o valued
member of the Luton eleven. Thero is plent
of gool football left in him yet, as he 1s still
young as footballers go nowadays.
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