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 West Ham—Griliths; Fair and Feolest Dig-

-."...I"J::f:-.' . WON ﬁ,n(a lli}ly“l'ﬂ} Alln.n. Flu‘ln;l!r (iras.
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-'.*--. Lindsay and Willlams; IF,
Tlawkes, White, and X, Mawkes; Durrant, DBles.
sington, Davidson, Moody, and Allsopp.

o provious wook againgt Tottenham every-
thing __j"f to turn out favourably, but by an

~unwelcomo tiist of fortune’s wheel it was just

the opposite on Saturday. It is curious how year
yoar coctain (eams prove o big stumbling-

‘to Luton, while no matter how well others

~ ave going they usually have tho worst of the deal

~ when thoy meet tho local players. It will be
remembered that last scason the Hamniers were
~ ono of the tewns that seoured four points from

" Lauton. The corrasponding matoh to that' ol
~ Saturday rosulted in a 4—1 victory in favour ol

Vest Ham, after ono of the most curtous games
it s possible to conceive, for on that oceasion
~ tho losers were by far the better side, and the
~verdiet woulil have Leon much fairer if the scores

“had boeen exactly veversed,

| "il'&i\this coald searcely bo esaid of the lutest

o P

‘duol, stali tho tael remins that Grifiths had at
joast deulile the shots to deal with to thoso sent
in to Frail. On several occasions Frail hag come
~ in for sovers censurg bocause of his running-out
- faohics, but I do not rémember one mistake of
53 ﬁi-'i:’_’@l.‘lutp-uu Saturday ; certainly he was ot his
~ pust each time the ball was placed past him.
- When thoe team. accompanied by tho
- usual score or so  supporters that [fol-
~ low them on their ndon exoursions,
~ left Luton the weather outlook  was
right and cheerful, but by tho time the wilder-
ness known as West Ham Memorial Grounds was
reachod the day hatl developed into & thoroughly
_nasty ono for outduor sports. I should say that
- not more than 1,000 spectators were present,
and aa anyone who has visited the ground will
~ kmow, this nmuber can be tucked into cne cornev
of the enclosure with case.
Lindsay won the tass and naturally played with
; at pis back, but Luton’s good fortune
ended ot thiz point. Within the first quarter of
- nn hour it looked all over another win, but either
the final coffort was lacking or Griffiths came to
_uhe rescue in fif® style and no goals came along.
About the first iteny of interest was a burst
ihrough by Bob Hawkes, a la Tottenham, and ho
s the ball along to Davidson, who tried
rriffiths with a good shot which he got nway,
only to have 1t sent back from the Luton half
back line. But again the home custodian was
able to deal with what appeared a certain scorer,
amid the applause of the shivering spectators.
Keeping _111&1 the pressure, o corner fell to
Luton, and Allsopp placed this well on the oppo-
site wing, where Durrant was gtanding. The
Luton nght-winger returned nicely to -Moody,
who was 1n & fine position for scoring, but just as
the wisiting " crowd '’ were congratulating them.
sclves upon an opening goal, Bert shot yards
over, thus missing oun of the casiest chances ol
the mateh. Farrell attempted o single-handed
tun, but Frail came slightly out of his area and
rchbed him before ho could get in a shot, After
Davidson had almost sucoeeded in finding the
net from a freg kick for hands sgainst one of the
Hammers, a diversion was made by the home left
wing. Baroes tricking Lindsay, put a centre
might across ihe mouth of goal, but Frail judged
this nicely, and disposed ol it in good style.
With these two exceptions Frail was unem-
ployed for the first half-hour, but his vis-a-vis
was kept hard at 1t, Allsopp almost knocking
him through with a terrific shot about this time.
But Gnifiths stuck to the ball, clthough Moody
attompted to bundle him throwgh, ball as well.
The rain had now ccased, and the spectators
eame oub into the open for a bit. :
Durrant went off the field through a strain,
and Lindsay sent Bob Hawkes over to the right
wilig, Blessington taking the outside posifion.
This left the home right wing with no one but
Williams to meet, and undoubtedly led d1rE1:t]f'
to the scormyz of the West Ham opening goal.
Farrell being unmarked, let drive, and although
Frail threw bimself full length he could not get
at the ball, which appeared to shoot after touch
ing the grounl. It looked rather a simple point,
~and was roally the first time a decent shot had
been put in, while several more likely-looking
customers had been kept out at the opposite end.
Thus Luton were a goal down after having most
of the play.
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At the half-hour stage Durrant came on agun,

but was quite unable to run, and proved of little
farther use, olthough he kept his place to the
finish. To make matters worse, Davidion fell
and badly cut his knee, and as Moody’s ankle
\wns troubling him, the attack was far below the
[orms of tha previous week. Still, from a pass
from Luton’s centre, Allsopp let drive with a
¢ross shot- which only just missed the post, Grii-
fiths apparently being well beaten.

With half-time approaching rapidly, Allan
raced through and centroa to Lrrassam, who was
tanding quite close in; indeed, it looked sus-
piciously liko offside, but the referce did not pull
hirn up, and he headed past Frail making the
weore two to nil.  Although this practically

eltled tho result, Blﬁiinﬁklﬂ tried two or three
wong shots, cne of which Griffiths almost let
th.rough, but no one was up to take advantage of
fus elip. On another occasion Griffiths was
torced to oconcede o cormer in order to save
another long <rive from Blessington, but it was
badly placed. and half-time was called without
1urther scoring. |

Ag tho wind had dropped considerably, there
wwaa ztill a chunce for Luton, and they started off
a'ter crossing aver as if they meant to rotrieve

the situstion. Moody sent in o hot shot which
Fair stopped without an idea of where 1t came
from. being badly winded, and the game was
stopped for two or three minutes, although he
ddid not leave the 4eld. A good opportunity to
reduco the lead was spoilt by Davidson over-
rununing (he ball after u spell of good work on
the part of ¥. Hnwkes, who had forced his way
through and punted well up into Grffiths’
viginity.

Put o further dieaster was in store for Luton
a3 @ result of a foul agninst Lindsay, between
flio ponaliy area and the touch-line. He brought
Barnes down rather heavily, and was spoken to
by the referee for kicking the ball ut the lines.
man ofter the whistle had blown. Eccles caffio
up to take the place kick and landed it nicely in
{ront, Grassam sending it through, Frail havin
no ohance with thiz. l.ast season White gcorec
Luton's only goal, and ho almost repeated his
aueocess on Saturday while Davideon held the man
off, but Luton’s luck was dead out, and the ball
went behind.

Midway through the second half the home at.
tack were having the better of the exchanges on
the whole, and a couple of throws-in near the
Luton corner flag could not be got uway, Bigden
ultimately getting in a dropping shot which
Frail completely misjudged, evidently thinking
1t was going wide, but 1t saileds just inside the
extremo comer high up, making the score four
woals without nny response from Luton. Luton’s
efforta wero ot lnst rewarded, and Davidson hacd
tho catisfaction of netting a pass from his lelt
‘wing some 13 minules before time. From this
poiut to the closa the game contirved even, ench
aide holding the advantage in turn, although
Luton putin the more dangercues attempts, one
from Durrsnt espedially deserving to score, but
Griffithe just got it oubt from beneath the bar
and the whistle sounded with the score:—West
Ham, & goala; Lutou, 1 rnal,

Luton certainly put in quite double the shots
to thoso of their opponents, but Griffiths, aided
at times by a bit of luck, kept out all attexnpts
until the game was well won. Still, it 18 goals
only that count, and credit must be given to the
winners for taking full advantage of their some-
what lucky openings. It could not be eaid that
she victory was due to any superionity in mid-
ficld, for Luton were much the cleverer aide.
Allsopp continucs in fine form but nlthough he
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puls in soveral hot shobs during most it
%{%‘:Idtz [ more to the advantage of ilil %]ub
f Lo would keap tha ball in front, and wllow tho
(o men o ohanes to soore, ﬂlminglun lis
rilien to shouting oftener, and Lo will Lo wall
adviged to koop ?l‘ up, for he can ehoot, ag his
record 1N provious soasony tlmﬂmulrntﬂﬂ. :I’;'u
fewer thon thves mombers of the front striog
wero more or less cripplos ot the close, for
Moody's nuklo was very much swollon, There iR,
therelore, o litlle oxcuss for tho sovera defent
lor tho second soason on thab piteh.  Frod
Ilnwkos wog tho pick of the middlg line, tho
heavy going being agninst his namesnke, who 18
not able (o train 1o the samoe mauner ns the other
mombirs of the tenn beoawse of Lis husinoss.
Although not in such fine form ps against the
Spurs, tho backs wore not to blame as o rule,

while exoept for the shots that gtored, Frail had
comparativoly an dle afternocon,

iven fino weather, there should be o record
gato on Satueday, whon tho robable champions
of tha Southern Loague wilrpny W vigit to the
Bury Park onclosure. Ag is well known by now,
Liiore is {o ba o shilling gate, but no collection.
Some, of course, always grumble when the

cherge for admission is incrpased. but those who
have the future welfare of the Club at heart will
agreo, I think, that the directors aro acting
wisely in this instance

: » 08 half the money taukean:
will go (o the close se

: uson fund.

Nobwithstanding the faoh that somo of the
players got hurt last Soburd Luton will
probably bo at full strongth. The only doubt.
ful starter is Durrant and if he is unable to turn
out his place will be occupied by Gall. South.
ampton will bring a strong team, the only
absentee beinge Mo \

neux, who iy due to play for
England ut Sheffiold. : i

Huarison, the centre.
lorward, ubout whomn so

\ much lias been said and
written latoly, will turn out *for the visitors.

18 player has scoresl gixteon goals in about five
mitches,

I understand that b

; J arrangement with the
directors, Hood has teken hi

i his  departure for
me.
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