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. LUTON v. WEST HAM
~ Played at Tmton on Saturday. Result:
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- Woest Hun o nil.
~ Tho toams wero as follow
* Luton—Frail; Lindsay anl Willams; F,
mﬁwkm,--.ﬂhib;a and R. Hawkes; Gall, Blessing-
“ton, Davidson Moedy, and Allsopp.
- Wast Haumnm—=—Grifiths; *EHTIF.B and Fair; Big- |
den, MuoAteor, and Biythe; Miecznikowsk,
Bush, Evans, Wallace, and Barnes.

Roforoo, Me. A, ¥, Vickers (London). |

Almoat perfect weather favoured the last of
Luten's Southarn League fixtures, but there was
quity wa ond-of-the-season wttendance, the speo-
tutors numbegng very few over a couple of thou--
sand. A fairly good brecze was blowing, and
Luton winning the toss, fook what advantages
tLore ware in this way. but they were not great.

A fow weels ago, when the homesters visited
Canning Town, they received a somewhat unex-
peotod arubbing to the tuno of four gouals to one,
and on Saturday they were no doubt bent on

gobting some of their own back. They certainly |

started in very businesslike fashion, and it was
not long bofore Allsopp got a chauce of putting
i what might have been w very dangerous
centre, ns the other forwards were well placed,
but Le shot instead, and the ball went behind.

A moment luter, howover, Luton were again in
the vicimty of thy Hammers' goal, and Allsopp,
receiving from Moody, scored with a magnificent
shot, whioh the wind carried just inside the top

tefl-hand corner of the goal.  Unfortunately for |

tho visitors, Gafliths, 1o trying to get at the
ball, struelc the post with such force as to badly
out his hand. and he had o retire to have the

injury attendod {o.  Eecles undertook the duties q

of vustedian, und got through them vary credit-
ably indced.

ke visitors made a brief incursion, but weore |

“driven back, and Davidson succeeded 1n getting
clear. He, however, tricd a long shot, and the
Fall hit the bar. Davidson missed the rebound,
bug Gall wus noar at hand and scored the second
goul with a very smart shot.

After this, Luton were greatly nonplussed by
tho offside rule. The Hammers naturally re-
scrted to tha one-back game, and the hame for-
wards could rot accommodate themselves to 6
ab all. Why forwards should be so utterly un-

- ahle to adapt themselws to a situation of this
kind 15 one of the fthings which passes the

. ordinary man's eomprehension.  The rule lays 1§

“cown plainly enoungh that a man cannot be

offside so long us he wus behind the ball when 1t

wes last played, and, bearing this in mind,
uothing should be easier than to scoro against
tha one-back game.

Tho forward in possession 1s tackled by the
sclitary baock and passes the ball. If the other
forwards in attendance keep behind until the
pasa has been made, they have a clear run for
goal, but nincteen times out of twenty they get
in advance of the man In possession, and of
courso when the ball comes to them the whistle
promptly sounds for offside.

It was #0 on Saturday : and when the men were
pulled up, some of the spectators yelled at the
referce, us though he were the one to blame.
¥or tho maost part Luton acted on the aggressive
without cotting unything better than an offside
goal, and then the visitors got away, and Lindsay
hoaded behind from a shot by Bush. The corner
kick led to a serimmage, but eventually Frail



Ennn ﬂmm Griffiths came on again with
a bandaged band and played at right back,

- _Eﬂ:ﬂm ocontinuing in goal. From now to the
 interval Lutoa had much the better of the ex-
mmm and Davidson had several splendid
, but apparently he did not care to try
; lun lu m the shooting depﬂ.rtmant and when
ho paﬁmd the Hammers managed {o clear.

Evans, for the visitors, threatened danger on
- several ocoasions, and Frail had to give a corner
" to Barnos, but when half-time arrived the score
- remained unaitered.

When play was resumed. matters for a time
- became more interesting, both sides attacking
in turn. Very fine shnta by Bob Hawkes at l‘hﬂ
- ore end and Baraes at the other were the out-
standing features hereabouts, but at last some-
thing more tangible came as the result of an
cfiort by Da.'ndson, who got away more or less
ogd bis own and finished up by registering a third
2 The fourth peint was some time in coming.
Cnoee Gall c::entmd right along the goal-line, giv-
© ing Moody the easmst chance lmagmnble‘. but
. ﬂm mslde-lcft shot desperately hard and ridicu-

lously wide. Later on Moody sent in a grand

.+hot, whmh was well dlﬂpnsmd of by Eccles, but

n few minutes afterwards the cuatndm.n failed
- 111 a gallant attempt to clear a hot one from
(-all. and Dﬂ.ﬂdﬁaﬂ ut through.

West Ham mrt.a.mF ]u..hﬁad their reputation

on this u}castnu b-BIIIE' a very erratic team,
fcr on Saturday's fulm Luton woukl] beat them
nmof.y*mnu times out of a hundred. The de-
ienoo, particutarly, was very rocky. KEccleg, how-
over, was not in any way to bI&l’I]E‘ for he per-
formed in goal asif to the manner born. Grif-
fiths alco played very well at back. In the attack
the dﬂntrﬂ-furwurd and left wing were maost
prominent.

As to tho homesters, there was little fault to
ba found in any diroction, exeept, as I have said,
at one period of the game, when, had they
pm ed with their headn ad well as with their faet
ney might have much improved their record. But'
takea altogether, the Iy pln.yﬂd a good winning
ynme, and perhaps the only one who need be
H[maﬂ mntmn-ed 18 Gall, whose display at
1utal.ue-nght was a3z good as anything we have
seen there for somo time.

By their victory on Saturday, Luton were ele-
vaited to a more respectable position on the
Lleague table and a glance at their record shows
that if they had only had & smart centre-forward
All through tho season they might have given
zome of the crack teams a shaking in the runnmg
lor the championship of the Leagu

Really, 1t > quite startling to ﬁnd that since
the appcuaranco nf Dﬂ\l(lhﬂﬂ in the Luton ranks
they have soored in eight Southern League
matahes no fewer than 21 gnu.ls. or an average of
nearly three doals o mateh, whereas the first 22
games yielded an avera ge of only one goal
apicoe, 1 a fotal of 22.

Tho mnml of this for the directors, in fixing
up che team for next season, 13 obvious—don’t
{orget the centre-forward.

There were threo other Southern League
matohes on Saturday, and the result in one was
quite a surprise, Watford going to Portsmouth
and making a draw at one gm.l all. The follow-
ing 1s the League table up to date : —

Goals,

Plyd. Wn, Lt. Dn. For., Agst. Pta, |

|

20 2 L] 58 20 453

19 4 T 72 30 45

17 6 7 a0 82 41

14 8 7 47 30 a5

13 9 h ] 46 34 !

10 8 10 8b o4 a0

12 13 6 89 48 a0

13 19 2 o0 30 24

9 10 10 S 4 47 28

11 13 6 J4 412 23

10 13 . 43 7 44¢ 9}

; e 10 }2 l: g?r 'i.i 27

: RS b ke s a e _ T 1 l - 44 Eﬁ
Wellingborough....., 29 10 18 3 8 & 23}
Watford ' ............. 39 68 19/ 4 B4 83 18]
Breatford ............... Tl e o RRae | R 5|

At one tima it was thnu ht not beyond the
bounds of possibility that Lt{ton ‘might figure in

uho test matohes, but happily they have risen to [

a fairly : tu.bla poeition on .the table. Our
frionds nﬁ Wut.ford however, have not been :o
fortunate, and noxt Monday they are to play
BHighton and Hove Albion on a London ground
in onder to decide which shall compete in the
ﬁraab diwsion the Southern Leagw» next

MoEmn secmg to have had a very | share
qu A great success in the Cup fiu at the
Palace on Saturday. Most, nf the reports

bh him a8 having been the best back on
o field,
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