The_ Suuthem League.

LUTON v. QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS.
Played ar Duton on Suturday. Result:—
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" Queen's Park Rangens...... nil.

The teams \wera as follow :—

Luton—Thompson; Beunnett and DMoEwen;
F. Hawkes, White, and Williams; Durrant,
Baton, McKee, Storey, and Allsopp.

Queen's Park Rangers—Collins; Archer nnd
Newlands; Jowman, Hiseh, and Bull; Hamil-
ton, Abbott, Brown, MeGowan, and Murphy.

Refopee * f-ir 1. Ward (Nottingham); lines-
men. Mesrs Tappin (West Hum) aend Lynch
(Walthamstow). ;

Fram & directorial pnd spectutorial peoint of
view, the weather on Suturday wes all that could
be desired, but the players uo doubt would have
been very-much better pleased had the influenco
of tha sua been n little less pronounced. As if
was, these were many melting moments, and
one could not hielp sympathising with mea wha
had to go at full ¢l under such exceedingly try-
g conditions.

Luton’s excellent performances had & great
effect upon the attendance, and again there wore
fully five thcusaud persons present. ‘These hvo
thousand ochoered mightily as McEwen steppel
into the arona, for it had been feared thet he
would not be able to take part in tho proceed-
ings. Bob Hawkes, however, was an shseutee,
not having recovered from the shaking-up he
Eut at Caaning Town, aund his place was takcen

y Williaima. :

Queen's Park Rangers came with a great repa-
tation, for they had been doing exceedingly
well. and thero are many people who regard
tLem. not without reason, as oue of the strongest
combinations in the League. When they
entered the deld, it was seen that they woare a
very weighty lot, and in this respect bad a con-
siderable advantage over the homesters.

McEwen won the tess and elected to kick from
the railway end, giving the visitors the edvan-
tage of the sun in the expectation of getting
tha pull in the second half. The gamo opened
remarkably fast, the Rangers evidently meaniag
to make the most of their opportunitiss, but
Luton were the first to become really dangerous,
and it was not long before McKee converted a
c%nfrie from Allsopp, only to find himselt given
cirsine.

Durrant next Anished vp a good run with a

romising centre, but Colling cleared, and when
gturey alterwarids attempted to et through
from a pass by McKoe, he was fouled by Aroher.
Williams unda-tcok the kick, and placed the ball
on the net. Thae visitors made a pretty vigorous
response and kept the home defence weil on the |
alert. At last Hamilton dropped tke ball in
the mouth of goal, and when Thomnson fisted
away, Brown, from a palpably cffside position,
stof just by 1he post.

Thompsoa afterwards had to olear from a well-
jedzed shot by Bowman, and then Luton golng
t« tho other end, Durrant put in o brilliant
centre, giving Storey an open gooal, but the
indide-left rnuﬁ"ré? it badly, sending the hall Eigh
over the bar. illiams followed on with a very
good effort, and then the Rangers made several
sricited asianlts on tha home goal, but Thomp-
a0 pecformed with sucl consummate skill that
tlera was never much fear of hinr being heaten.

The fida turning once again in Luton's favour,
AMcKaen forced n corner, and Lands against
Arcter gave still another opening, but ndthing
tongible acccued. A little later, Allsopp put in
w middle from which Storey looked like scocing,
but (Tallins rushed out and got on to the ball first,
thus effecting o clearance. After this both ends
were attacked in turn, but the eofforts made
were not cf a sensational character, and halt-
{ime arrivad with a blank score sheet.

Ra far, the form of the homesters had not Geen
sich as to inspire the spectators with the greatast
confidencs as to the result, for the play bad beon
pretty evenly divided. and if anything the
Rangera Fad anpeared to be slightly the better
team. Play, too, had been somewhat interfered
with by the larga number of free kicks arsing
from fcul throws, or what were regarded as foul
throws by the officials, who =eemed to ke very
keen on detesting any infringement in thus
Eranch of the business.

Whon the gome was resumed Luton infused
wuch more spirit into their play, and Iaton
netted the ball after Collins had :aved from
McKae, hut the latter was given offside. Hamul-
lon was soon down the other end., and getting
tho better of McEwen, shot across the mouth of

oal, only to see Thompson give another exhi-
iton his smartness by clearing, while a
forward, who had tried to bowl him over, went
gprawling into the goal.




Williams gave a corner which the wisitors
fosled to turn to account, and then Harry atoned
for his mistake by placing the ball nicely for-
wanl to Allsopp, who pu:s in a centre which
might eazily have been converted had the whistla
not yone for offside against the inside men.
TLke game was going in ding-dong fashion, and
from a centre by Durrant, Storey shob and Faton
headed throuzh, l'ut once agnin the point vad
dizallowed for offside.

Luton pegging away again, Archer conceded a
ocroer, and Bonnett ran throuch and essayed a
ghiot, Dut the ball rebounded off cne of tha de
f‘é*ﬁdﬁﬁ SRoon nftemardn:i ?tﬂrui u;aile'dh :ﬁ
ancther good opening, and aftar op
mada a {ruitlass attempt, Archer Etlnwet}::.'d in
clearing. Eaton, who was showing much
grester dash than m the first half. nearly
managed to gIat through, and thon MoKee foreed
a corner.  Allsopp placed badly, but Luton came
again, and wlhilst Collins had the ball in bis
hands from a shot by Durrant, McKee chargred
Mm over. So for a3 I could see, thers was not
a skadow of a doubt as to its being a goal, bug
strange to say, the referce, after consulting one
of the lineamen, ordered a goal kick.

Thia waa decidedly hard lines on the home-
elecs, for, barning the officials, T think there
was scarcely & man on tha feld who thoucht
there was any room for dispute. Colliviz scemed
to ba right under the bar when he saved, and as
he waa Enneked on to the gronnd backwards, re
taining possession of tha ball, tha iefexwe’s
ruling came_as a great surprisa. In tha cther
threo ozcos I think the reocisions were correct,
bub carrect or not, it was rather hard luck to get
the ball into goal four times: and still Lave
nothing ta show for it.

Enccurngedd hy their let-off, the Rangers ro
doublod their efforts, and for a time hal rather
the batter of the exchanges. Then, when there
wit only abont five minutes fto go, Durrant
found himself in possession of the ball, and

teavelling for all he was worth. ha finished wp
with n brlliant contre, which Storey broeasted
through.

The onthusinesm was tremendouns when the
spectators sew that the ball had found the uet
and that there was not the slightest po<athility
of offside or anything clse being alleged againat
it Some very hearty handshaking was indulged
in by the players. and Durrant must have fels
binself a very happy man. The Rangers made
plucky atbampts to get on equal terms dunng
tha few minutes that remained, but ail to no
purpose, and there was nothing to mterfece with
tae avation given to the Luton players as they
laft the Aald.

That Luton thoroughly merited their victory
tlwere can be no doubt, and I think I shall be
equally near the mark in saying that Shey 2re
not likaly to meest many more powerful tcams
this seasoy. Nevertheless, I was a little dis-
aprointed with the form shown by the hiomae
sters i the first balf. On the part of some of
the dofenders—ncl the backs—there was a trifle
too much hesitation i tackling, and en the pard
of some of the forwards there was %oo much besi-
tation in making openings or in tzking advan-
l-.-xge of thom whon they came.

ctorsy was the worst offender in the froot
sbricg. Pessubly he was not fueling ap to t]:ﬂ]

mark, but however that may Lo, ho was sadly
deficient in dash. Eston alss was not at bis
best, bat he improved wondecfully in *he sceand
half. Allsopp played a very fair zame, Lui the
best men wore MeKee sna Durrant, the former
of whom worked most untinngly, whilst Dur-
fant ssemed i the maod to malks the best qi,

meybhing that came hus way. .
White and Fred Hawkes both performed fairly
woll at half-bask, the former perhaps doing the
v share of work, and Williams rendsced a |

ty acccunt of himself, but has played |
Fﬁ[tr. He lost ground many times through
cleveraat n to deal with. Bennots :lind
8 great gamo at back. tackling and kickizg. with
rioch #smpartness and judgmant, snd McBEwe:

cotidiar th?:m-in.'-ﬁt_ﬁﬁtgféﬁq
s enthnsiasm is
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e 4 Mhe vivilors, also, had ma rénet to Bod fanit
el ieir cwstdian whe felly mainiaiaed his
feputativn.  Archee was the bettor of teo gend
*-[:wh, and the halves were & vorr dmeg g
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whilst Hamilton was the most conapi
3 ioieus man
in u.tﬁ]qtt}' smart forwurd lipe. l.utlj:un IWill bave
;1“. r_walrk cut out when they n:eot tha

sngors in the Cup-ties—that 18, supposiag that
Measure should be vouchsafed to them.

1t looks quite like the old times to sea Luton
and Millwall st the head of lhe League, each
being orodited with seven points. Luton take
pramier place by reason of being a shade Letter
on the goal average. There were (wo 8’ ITprises
In  Saturday’s matches, one baing Welling-
= E;:ln Eup-lﬁ::ml victory ut Brentford, and

& gther Urighton's startling performance at
Portsmouth, where the homesters were Deaten
by threa i3 to nil,

T RO
Lasgus tabla up to data: — ne following is the

Goals
_ Plyd, Wn. Lt. Dn. For, Axst. P.
Luton Town aabiaiiveaviaes - N o 0 i | 5 A'E; 7
DO wAllY, 3 1 1 A0 l 7
Plymouth 2 A Ay BT B
ellingborough ...~ 4 )i g Ve gl L ogl- 8
sﬂluding ........... gk i il | o S R TR i
uthampton............ .. [\ 9 1 2 10 5 6
West Ham United ,,.... 6 - SELT S TR (e 6
Brentfoed ....oivvveiivee 6 2 g 8 A 4B
Eﬂtter}ngln ................ w 9 9 9 1 5 B 3
Queen's Park Rangers.,, ¢4 o b L
Fl-ﬂhﬂl]‘l el LE 1 R ‘ 1 1 '2 1 1 4
Yormmouth' ......ii. 4 9 g 9 s (A
8windon Town ............ 5 1 P b LR Y
Brighton and Hove....,, 4 L L R TR O [
Bristol Rovers ..., .. e - L e o
Northampton............... 4 1 B O 8 10 0
Tottenham Hotspur...... 5 QESHBW g s T8 g
Now Brompton ..., L, q 0 '3 1 1 T 1
Rl e
Thera 13 litt'e

tt.o need now ta sa anvthine of
last Thursday's match ot West Him It Tvia a

poor geme, and Luton were placed at o disad.
vantago by geuson of losing Bob Hawkes' sar-
vices soon alter tho inberval, that olover player

gelting a bad shaking up. MoEwen did_ not
tako part, but "q"r'illiﬂ.u:ut.]'11:]{:3rfw:m:mlhr:lmwt*lﬁ:zr g

! well in
his stoad. Tha rosult was a d . '
Eeurﬁ;l. 4 draw, nothing being
1be gate on Saturday was £11 ; d
Southerm Lea . s ene Becon

: gue match at home last season
was with Koettering, and there weoro not more
than a oouple of thousand spectators. It is in-
tresting to rote that whils Luton have this
year got saven poiats for fivo matches, placing
them at the head of the , last season they
were bottom but one, with three points for the
five games. The improvemsnt js all the mora
noteworthy when we come to look at the matohes
played. The first five games last season wers
with Portsmouth and Swindon away, and New
Brompton, Kettoring, and Millwall at homno.
Thit season the engngements havo been with
scuthampton, Millﬁall: and West Ham away,
and Fulham and Queen’s Park Rangers at howe.

In connection with the (Goose Fair and the
football matoh, Notts County v. Wolverbampton
Wanderers, the G.N.R. will run & day SEwenrsion
to Nottingham on Saturday, leaving Luton at
7.15 a.m., arriving at Notfingham 10.35 a.1m.,
and returniag at 9.55 p.m.

On Saturday next, the Luton team will have
another stiff task on hand. having to play Piy-
mouth Argyle, at Plymouth. They will leave
Luton on PFriday by the 12.30 train for London.
The team will be the same 8s against Queen’s
Park Rangers, except thit Bob Hawkes will
tako his wsual placo. Whise, who has not been
in the beot of health lately, mads tha journes to
Plvmouth on Wednesday, and is fully expectad
to turn out. McEwen ia also going on well, and
may ba regarded as a practical certainty.
Wlate’s indisposition 's not at all of a serioua
character; he 18 merely “ run down.” Williams
and Holdgfock, hoswaver, will make tha trip in
oasn of onergency. |

The Luton directors are in negociation with
another forward, and it is possible that we may

hear of nis having signed on before the wack is
Ous
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