The Southern League.

PLYMOUTH ARGYLE v. LUTON,
Played at Hame Park, Plymouth, on Satur-

day. Result:— .
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Plymouth Argyle .....cccooavnnes . nil

TlLe teams were as follow:i—

Lutoon—Thompson; Bennett and McEwen ;
F. Hawkes, White, and rllﬂillﬂlijtuck; Durrant,
Eaton, McKeée, Storey, an opp.

I‘Irﬁmuth—-—ﬂuhinﬁuu: Goodall and A. Clark;
Ieech, C. Clark, and Digweed; Dalrymple,
Anderson, Pedaie, Picken, and Jaok. _

Referes, Mr. H. Morgan (Glamorgan) ; lines-
men, Messrs. W. B, Wilkinson (Bodaun) and J.
Dicks (Oreston). _

Wit.li the exception of Bob Hawkes, the best
side was uvusilable to make the long journey
west. It was left until Friday morniag to
finally decide if Bob's shoulder was equal to the
task. but afte giving it a trial on Thursday, te
decided not to play, because ne felt under the
circumstances he might be s source of weakness
rather 1han strength to the team. In sddition
1o the names given sbove, Willlams was also
taken down, the final composition of the team
being left in the hands of the offictuls present
on the morning of the match. White, as re-
corded las® week, was sent on in advance, and

the Seoretary received a note from lim on Fri-
day mornigg giving the welcome information
that he felt equal to wking his place in be ieam.

Tha players leit Luton by the 12.30 train ©
St. Paneras and joined the three o'clock express
{rom Peddingtion. They were all in ¢xceilent
spAuits; indeed, | feel certain the chief resson
of thexr successes to date is the good fecling
obtainiag between them, from McEwen down-
wards. Mae apparently Las almost shaken off
hus ailment, and everyone hopes the rccovery 1s
permancnt. 'I'wo stops only were made on the
journey down, Exctcr, 194 miles from Lendoa,
being the first. Piymouth was reached by 8.15,
wnel the players were by no means soiry to leave
the iron horse.
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Whito wis at the station to weleome his ccm-

rades, and expressed himself as glad to see them

‘sgam, it being rather lonely stopping in a|

strange lown. Mr. Brettel, the Argyle recro-
tary, also did his best to make the players at
nome, and quickly hurried them aloog to ike
Eotel, as it was raining hard.

One feature in particular all through the stay
in Plymouth was the kind way the team were
treated both by officials and players. In oon-
nection with the Argyla Club a soaal instifution
1= run, and the team were made free of the | lace
xight awny. I am sure cur pliyers appreciatesd
the kindoess. and will do their best to retaliate
(I think fthat is the proper word just at present)
when the Plymouth team visit Luton. On
Saturdey mocuing the majority went for a stroll
upgal thie famous Hoe bofore breakfast, and
tt}gmughlgf enjoynd themselves.

Immediateiy after their morning meal, a visit
wae puid to the Garrmison Artillery Barracks and
School of Gunnery, at the invitation of Capt.
Windrum, one of the Plymouth directors. The
whole morning was spent io this way, for Lke
officers and men sparcd ro paius r explaining
tha workiug of the mcest recent engines of war-
fare. Some aof tho party tried their hands at
target praotice with the Intest machine guns—
with what amount of success I will not state.

I could spin cut another column with interest-
ing items of this kind, but after all the ** [lay’s
the thing,”' and I must get to that. The new
Sowvthern League Club’s ground is quite up-to-
date. with good stand accommodation, slthougzh
if they get larger crowds than on Saturday some
Eanking must be done on one side of the pitoh.
The crowd present was cstimated to number
12,000, ond was the lurgest gute of the season. I
learned thit on Wednesday they had 8.000 pre-
tent, =0 Lhat tke Association rame has come fo
stop in Plymoutly without a doubt.

McEwon won the toss—I was almost saying ns

usual, for he has had woiderfully good Iuck in |

this particilar. The first itam of interest wns a
good attempt by Holdstoek, which gave Robin-
gon some trouble, ns several of the Luton for-
wards were practically on top of him, hut the
oul Saint nltimately got it awny. At the oppo-
s:fe end Jack put across a fine centre wluch
FPicken attempted to couvert. but Thompzoa
punted away in fine style. It was oviden:z the
gaume was to be of a_ding-dong rature, arnd al-
though contested with the best of good feeling,
no quarter was to be allowed either sida, ~

The play was principally on the left wine of
lymouth, for whenever the other playsrs re-
ceived the bail they at onee gave it a drive over
to Jdack or Picken, and those players certainly
upheld their renntation os the finest loft wing
tn the League. These tactios did not* turn out =0
disastrously for Laton es they might have done,
teenuse Durcant. who. of course, was usualls
somewhere 1n this vicinity, was enabled to sl ow




Limself to good account whenever h
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backs by shooting wildly, AL G qpposing

The home left wing got the be -
connter with Beanett, and Jack lntgekl:eg fnflnnﬂr

nick of time and breasted out at the expense
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it | the ball teveaty yards, for he was well in the

n | Leton helf when he secured.  Jack was tackled
2 | by his half-back, but he beat him®*in pace, and
1- | racing down Ly the touch-line he slung the Lall
fi | across to Allsopp, who had only Robinson to

m | caused Robinson to handle, but the Plymouth
a | custodian was not to be caught nanping and got
o- | it away. Just hora Luton were having much the
at | better of the game, and a nicely-placed corner
ie | by Allsopp looked very nearly doing the trick,
but one u{)t-hﬂ home players kicked behind, and
3y | Allsopp had another chance to drop into goal-
re n'.m.'ltg. This time he did not place to such
n- | advantage. Luton ker:pin[g up the pressure,
m | Robinson was on the alert for several minutes,
0o | but ultimately he effected a clearance, to the evi-
o] | dent relief of the crowd, who were rather fidgety
to | hereabouts. Jack at the UPEﬁE&tﬂ ond tested
it) | Thompson after a good run, but half-time was
)n | called with the score-sheet blank.
oll Soon after tho re-start Storey- was badly
1d | fculed, but Me. Morgan took no uotice, although
it was well 1n tho penalty area. Clark, the Ply-
it | mouth left back, retired for ten minutes, and
1d | Goodall was left in sole charge at full back. A
t. | nice combinad movement by the wholo Lufon
bo | front string ended in Allsopp just missing the
he | goal: In this instance it was a fine attempt on
1z | Allsopp’s part, and fully deserved to score.
iy From a Luton standpoint, the referec a mmute
at | Jater made an awful error in &Jﬁu.llqmizlg_ a goal
= McKee. The situation arose 1o this way.
IE}J;:E of the Luton halves kicked thé ball well up
it- | tcwords Goodall, who wase standing ncar the
'8 | ventre lino, as the Argyle men were nressing at
W | the moment. McKee rushed up the fielc to
o- | tuke the ball: Goodall got to it, but could not
th | get it away. and it rebounded to Mckee. Natur-
1@ | glly, a3 the Lutoa player was facing his oppo-
bh. | pents’ goal, Le was in a Letter position to get
er | away, and ho passed Goodall before ihat worthy
I| could turs round. With o olear fifty rards run

= tto b ht, and w : :
:“ ‘:I:-ﬂ t::lm; tﬁaﬂgﬁnls away befgre taking sim.
& | By this time Robinson was pearly twenty yards
n- | qut of goal, and he had the mortifioation of eee-
T | jug the ball travel slowly into the net. _
y MeKea's land was almost shuken off by his
O- | omrades, and no one that I heard EEIFH'EIIZI_IH.‘!!I
s the fact that it was n gDBL Indeed, oty Hﬂ.ﬂrh:\
"1 | were making tracks for the contro of tho field
'T? when, to the delight of the Plymouth plarere,
| the referes pl tho ball gomewhero near the
B | oxtreme of the centre circle and annoumeed It
| was offsi 1s. Even if it be conoeded that McKee
DY was offside when he got the ball, surcly it was out
3 ' lay to gc on for the
-r | of all reason to sllow the play A s be
Iv | length of time Mr. Morgan did on Ssturday be
@ | fore miviag Lis decision. s .
S0 Again Storey was fouled 1msice the rltnni'.,j
+ | area, but no penalty kick was given. I learned
v | after the matoh that Mr. Morgan told cne of
w | the Luton players he gave Storey a chance T”J

L
a scorer, when McEwen rushed across in the | €
L
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to Storey, who put in a hot shot, Robinson just |

s | beat, but Tommy could not quite stop Limself,

n-l From a place kick twenty yards out, Dennctt

of a corner. It was a fine save on the purt of
McEwen, and the crowd cheered Iwurti!j'l. Just
after, Bennott neutly robbed the Plymoutn front |
rank, and taking the ball through, punted it | |
ricely to McKee. The centre man passed across

tipping over the bar. This reall 5
5’-‘“_{':;0:" ﬂﬂ:?“a well t\l'i:nrked = y deserved to :

: t thizs ttme the referce scomed to get |
flustered, and scarcely knew what to do until |
an appreciable time Lad elapsed, He allowed !
Alltopp to gettle on the ball while in a palpably
offside posit‘on, and Tammy sct in a fine shot
Ju=t c-vl.r-rt tih.e bar. -Dlﬂl' tére ndvice of his linus
man, he then gave offside agminst Luron, and
brought the -b&lf&buek to the pﬂﬁe whero Allsopp
touched it This was oaly one of the many mis-
takes hIr. Morgan made, and the players were
clten quite uushle to ;udge whrt the whistle
went for,

A bit later Durrant made the finest run of
the match ; I should think he must have taken

and taking a rather wild kick, put it well over
(he bar. Undoubtedly Durrant’s 1un deszerved
a better fate, for he had got clean through, ana
I am sure no one regratted the miss more than
Allsopp.

| s X
into goal, MeKee kept the ball well under con
trol. g:;nd Robincon ran out with the sbiect of

makiug him shoot at long range. But Mac was

qitedd until Robinzon




pocore instead of awarding a penpalty, but how
Storey could be said to Lave o chance passes my
comprehension, as he was lying on the grouud
with an injured knee.

Towards the close McEwen played a purely
defensive game to retuin the unbeaten certifi-
cate, and the end so far justified the means, for
tliere is no koowing what might have happened
if the Plymouth forwards were given sufficient
rope. As it was'the final whistle went with the
score unaltered, snd Luton had taken the frsg
point from Plymouth at Home Park,

Thompson again did wonderfully well in goal,
kecping out severul teusers, especially trom
Picken. Benpnett and McEwen worked together
all through the piece, keeping one of the finest
forward Jines in the League at bay for the hour
and a half. Undoubtedly Bob Hawkes was
nuissed in the middle line, but Holdstuck, in his
initial sericus match for two seasons, did not do
badiy, especally as he was playing out of Lis
proper position. He used his head to preat
udvantage several @imes, and with & course of
trmaning will quickly get bhimself round again.
Lutonians know what that means, for when Le
broke down he gave promise of making one of
the finest half-backs in the South. White stuck
to Peddie 1n hiz well-known style, and thus {rus-
trated the ex-Newcastle's .contre’s efforts to
break through time after time. Freddy Hawkes
kad the toughest task in tackling Picken and
Jock; and he did well to prevent them sconng.

Forwurd, Durrant was most prominent, and
Lie wes ‘'voved the best outside nght secn 1o the
west country., Ilaton did mot perhaps show up
to the same extent because he played en un-
| selfish game, but of course Durrant could not
have performed so finely if he had not received
gcod support irom his partuer. McKee played kis
best game of the season, and is to be sympa-
thaced with in having a really fine dashiay goal
necatived as mentioned above. :

In the Plyrcouth evening journal on Friday
night, the advice was given to watch Storey,
and it was certainly carried out, for Le came
in for most attention in the fouling line. Sull,
o2 the whole he played a clever game, and the
fact that he was brought acwn illegally at least
three times whon 1n a good position to socore
proves he worked hard to get 1n his vsual goal.
Allsopp did not have the best of luck with Lis
};!.ﬂ-ts, two or three of which deserved a bedter
ute.

Plymouth have got together a much better

they had made a capture, but the rest of the
sile were put down as sverage players. On
Saturday Robinzon played up to his reputation,
vut the surprise packet to mv mind was Archie
(roodall at yight full back. He quite outzhone
liis partner, and was very difficult to beat. In
Leech, Clarke, abhd Digweed, three servic:able
L.alves have been secured.

Undoubtadly 1t 1s in attack that Plymouth are
to be congratulaied, for they posscss the finest
iine of forwards I have seen this geason. Jack,
who will be remembered as playing a great gume
for Bolton Wanderers in that rnr_-mr;rﬂile cup tie
a few yveers since, keeps up his form wonderfully,
while Ficken, his partuer. 12 not far removed
from being the best forward in the South,
I'eddie is known as a wonderful centre when in
the mood, and he worked his hardest on Satur-
day. The right wing pair were not given much
| chianee to distinguish themselves, but they are
| not to ba deapised.

team than wes generally thought when the
namnes appeared during the close season. Of
ccurse every one admitted in Looking Robinson |
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