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Presently, Wilson: obtained a cornes as the
cesult of a faulty pass back by Allsopp, and the
outside-rignt placed beautifully, but Thompson
punted away in fine style, and when Wilson gried
with another kick, the ball went behind A
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Durrant just now was showing up (0 Drie
liant form. and it was rather a pity that bhe was
pot given a little more work. One shot of hia
went just over the bar, and then again he made
 fine run and put the ball right aoros the
mouth of goal. The custodian made an ineffao-
tive attempt to clear, and while ho was on the
rround Turner had an open goal, bub udacoomt-
ably <hot over the bar. He whipped himself for
missing, and well he might, for ho will never
have a better chance as long as he lives

Nothing further of note ha wened before the
interval, except a couple of splendid clearances
by Thompson, and the teams crossed over with a
blank score sheet. Some time béfore wus,
McEwen had got Storey and Turner to chaage
places. with a view to brightening up the attack,
and Turner continued to play oentre-forward
throughout the second half, but thera was no
perceptible difference in the play.

The most exeiting incident of tha Gt few
minutes after change of ends was a startling
ma by Gray, who threaded hig way right
through the Luton defence and then shot wnde.
Y'hen Luton retaliated, and Durrant, Huton, and
Allsopp all made very promising atbempts.
After this, we had a comic interlude in the way
ot a dog hunt, the referee stopping the gams
while a eollie and a terrier were chasod off the
feld The collie went guickly enougi, but fhe
terrier, after proving impervious to Mr Crab-
tree’s blandishments, dodged about with amus-
ing perverseness when a more threateaing att-
tuce was adopted.

he game was at length resumed, and after
a brief incursion by the Rovers, Storay made a
good opening, but prolonged his dribble uadaly,
and was finally held off the ball while ths goal-
keeper cleared. Cartlidge next fisted out from a
headed by Turner. did ditta & moment laser to
a shot from Fred Hawkes, and then Bon Hawkes
found himself with a good chanoe, but liftad the
ball over the bar.

Luton continued on the aggressive, and evan-
bually Storey and Turner were observed to be
clear with the ball, and Turner taking poasession
ran down and scored. Persounally, I thinik Tur-
ner and Storey were both offside when the bail
came to them, unless it touched ons of the
Rovers in its sage, but the referss giemed
to have no doubt about the matter and the visi-
lors made 1o appeal

Anyhow, the goal counted, it was the winning
goal. and the spectators cheered enthusustioally.
Luton attacked vigorcusly after this, and where-
35 Lhe Rovers only became dangerows once,
when McEwen headed towards Thompson -
stead of in the other direction, the Brisoo! citadel
hasl several narrow escapes. Onoce Stotey shok
just by the upright, another time Pudaa nearly
put through his own goal, again Tumer shof
tamely when he had only the gualkmper to baat,
and lastly Allsopp failed by inches with a shot
which passed just by the opposite post.

Altogether, the game was a jolly good oas, in
which there was very little to chooss betwaen the
two teams. We missed MeKee somawhat, for
on the day and against such a team as the
Rovers he was just the man that was wanted.
Turner performed very well, and so did Storay,
though he was a bit slow and did not use the
beat of judgment in keeping onsida  Allspp
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nlayed well on the left wing, and Katon worked
with great perseverance, bui Durrang was un-
doubtedly the bright, particular star in the front
line. There is one very strong point about the
Luton forwards, and that is that they do keep
together well. When they go for goal they
generally go in a line, and it 1s this sweeping
movement which makes them dangerous. Al-
though on Saturday the Rovers had a very fair
share of the game, they were seldom so threaten-
ing as the Luton men were.

In tha half-back line, Fred Hawkes stood out
oonspicuously, doing a lot of very fino work,
Fut White was not quite up to the mark, and
Bob Hawkes. for a wonder, was & good deal
bolow it. MoEwen did much better than we
could have expected at back, and will soon be in
his old form, and Bennett played a capital game.
Thompson was as smart and reliable as ever,
and never gave a moment’s anxiety.

Cartlidgo also kept a good goal for the visitors,
and Dunn was the more noticeable of a capable
pair of backs ~ Wilson, the outside-right, was
the more prominent of the Rovers’ front string,
but the best man of all was Gray, the left-half,
who was in brilliant form, his bright and dash-
ing play being one of the features of the came.

The great surprise of Saturday’s Southern
League games was the defeat of Southampton
on their own ground by Plymouth Argyle by
five goals to three. On Monday, Reading went
to Wellingborough and won by 2 goals to 1, the
couple of points thus captured takmg them to
the topmost position. The following 1s the
League table up to date:—

Goals

Plyd. Wn. Lt. Dn, For, Agst.' P.
Reading i -nieiiiitermsivech 28! 510 asud s 17 10 18
Luton TOWD ..occceviesasss B 4 0 4 8 4 12
Plymouth Areyle......... 3 5 9. 9 18 8 12
Bristol Rovers ............ 9 &5 8 1 19 9 11
Southampton.....c..ceeenee 9 4 4 83 20 13 11
T eTIE 0 | B e e SRR VR LR I QAT - Rt R b )
Portsmouth ....cciviiese- O ! PRl iR 4 Jen [ VR A Ty
Brentford ...ccccicesensness 10 4 4 30§ B bt
FrlBam i e ioabnrnine: B 2 1 5 9 7 9
Wellingborough ......... 7 8 8 1 L0 T T
Queen’sParkRangers... 8 8 4 1 9 9 7
RAtERTINE & disionecciseaioves’ B ¢3¢ 281 IR 10 97 i
West Ham United ..... 8 2 " ). ey b b L
Brighton and Hove....... I | i L e b B LR
Tottenham Hotspur...... u 1 4 4 5 0" 8
Bwindon TOWD ..ccoeeesess 9 1084 PR R )
Northampton.......c....... 8 2 9 1 9 185 5
New Brompton............ 8 0 5 .8 Pl b

““Rover.” of the “ Morning Leader,”’ says:
“ Really, little Luton, you astonish usl Last
spason the Bedford men did nothing to make us

regard them as one of the swells of the League,
and the team has changed so little since then
that we cannot account for thoir success. That
they desecve all they have achieved goes without
saying, and no one would be more delighted
than myself to see them resume their old place
at. or near, the top of Southern clubs, for it must
he remembered that Laton was a first-class club
hofore mest of our present-day oracks were out
of their swaddling clothes. as it ten or twelve
vears ago that Millwall and Luton were out by



themselves at the top of the tree? It would not
at all be a bad thing for the gamé to see those
two clubs again competing for supremacy in the
Southern League, but Lfancy Argyle and South-
ampton—yes, even Southampton—may have

something to say in the matter.” |

Fewer goals have been scored against Luton
than against any other Club in the Southern
League. And strange to say, there are only
three Clubs that have scored fewer goals. Ewni-
dently, 1t 1z the defence that has placed Luton 1n
their present proud position. Now, then, for-
wards, buck up!

With regard to the wisit of Hitchin Town to
Luton next Saturday, it is due to the Herts Club
to say that the result of their South-Eastern
League match with Watford last week by no
means represents their real strength. 'T'hree
men—Jeakings, Smith, and Pearce—were to
have been met at St. Albans, to go on with the
rest by brake, but by some means they missed
the others, and Hitchin arrived wtih eight men.
The linesman was put in. and made a ninth—
of a sort. As if things were not bad enough
already, Barker, the centre-forward, had the
misfortune to be hurt, and was off the field for
a considerable time. Hitehin did not resort to
the one-back game, but played three forwards
{reduced to two while BurEer was off), and with
a greatly weakened defence, did no worse than
was to expected 1 losing 9—0. Watford
(who were still without Lindsay) tried hard to
make the score 10, in view of their S.E.L. aver-
age, but just failed. In addition to the three
men mamed, Hitchin were short of Barnes and
Albon, two of their regular defence.

For the Cup-tis on Saturday, Luton, leaving
nothing to chance, will put their strongest avail-
abla eleven 1n the field. This, however, will not
include McKee, who is not making as good pro-
gress as could be wished. To get Hitchin over

IEErEe, the directors have had to guarantee them

The Hitchin eleven an Saturday will probably
be:—Cooper; Barnes and Allen; Stimpson,
Albon, and Smith; Pearce, Cannon, Barker,
Payne, and Taylor. Allen, Smith, and Pearce
were with Bedford Queen's last secason; and
Barker 1s the former Luton centre. Barnesis an
uncertain starter, and may be replaced by |
Jeakings.

A writer in a Reading paper breaks into verse :
on the subject of Reading’s recent wvisit to
Luton.  There 1s rhyme and perhaps some
reason in his efforts, but the poetry is open to
improvement. Here are a couple of versesy—

“There 15 a httle Straw
Who lives down Laiton way,
He in the Southern League
Up to now hag held the sway.
The Biscuit went to Luton
The Straw-plaiter to attack;
The Straw fell on the Biscuit,
And broke the Biscnit’s back,

But the Biscuit still is smiling,
There are other days in store;
When that Straw comes to Reading
He'll be made to feel quite gore.
The Biscuit he'll sit quiet and wait
For the day that has to come,

And when he meetx that Straw again
I'll bet he'll make things hum.”
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