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Football.
The English Cup.

' HITCHIN v. LUTON. |
. played at Luton on Saturcday., Result:—
LutOl  wocoueessnnneraoneinsncinns 2 goalsd

The teams were as follow :—
1uton—Thompson ; Bepnett and Mclwen ;
¥ Hawkes, White. and R. Hawkes; Iaton,
Tyrner, Cox, Storey, and Allsopp.
Hitchin—Cooper ; Jeakings and Allen ; Hales,
Smith, and Stimpson; Taylor, Payue, Barker,
(‘annon, and Pearce.
Referee, Mr. A. Avery (London). I

Cup-tie form is proverbially an uncertain
quantity, and it is always dangerous to regard
esults a8 foregone conclusions. Stll, if there
was a game on Saturday in which it would have |
been excusable to look upon the issue a8 abso-
lutely assured, i1t was that between Luton and
Hitchin, for whilst the Lutonians are the only un-
dofeated club in the ¥irst Division of the
gouthern League, the Hertfordshire team has
been regarded as unworthy of inclusion even in
the Second Division,
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regarded as the inevitable by surrenderng their
right to play on their own ground in considera-
tion of a guarantee of £25, and for Luton, of
course, the ounly question was as to how many
goals they would pile up against their umfortu-
nate viectims. So much confidence did they feel on
this poiat, that Lam credibly informed that an
yrrangement was entered into by which, when
the game had been made abzclutely safe,
McEwen and Bennett would change places with
a couple of the forwards and so provide a little
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That arrangement was never carried into
effect, and the seventcen or eighteen hundred
spectators. instead of being in the mood for
amusement, were on tenterhooks for almost ihe
whole ninety minutes. It shows once again how
very risky a business it is of going through that
all-too-familiar process of counting the chickens
Lefore they are lia t@llE{L-

As a matter of fact, instead of having exer-
cises in mental arithmetic submitted to them by
reason of a bewildering suceession ol goals, there
was for some time more than a remote poOssi-
bility of Luton actually being beaten. Thwmer's
equalising goal came just soon enough to save
the situation, and had it been the other way
about, as more than once looked likely, the
demoralisation of the homesters would have been
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Hitehin, indeed, modestly bowed to what was |
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Let it be at once said that on the play
Hitehin's unexpected hd for victory was no
mere fluke. The goal they obtained in the first
two or three minutes was a positively brilhant
ene, Pearca finishing up a fine run on the right
with a lovely centre, to which Taylor put paid
with a shot that struck the inside of the bar and
glanced off intg the pet, giving Thompson no

chance whatever.
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~ Of course, we all thought it was a mere flash
in the pan; that Luton, having commenced with
a little fooling and been taken unawares, would
scon put matters right. But, alas, we had to
wait and wait, and the longer we waited the less
hopeful did the prospects become. Hitchin, I|
should say, never had played such a game be-
{cre, and n ell prnbubiiity they never will play
such a game again. Their early lead gave them
strength and confidence, and they not only
played hard blrt,‘plﬂyed'wu]l too.

The Luton mea were completely knocked off
their perch by the buslling methods of themr
opponents, who did not stop to admire the nice-
ties of short passing and dribbling in which the
Luton forwards foolishly indulged, but went
straight for the ball whenever and wherever they
saw it, and as ufien as Ilﬂt- they' got their kick in.

0f course. Luton were generally on the aggres-
sive, but their tactics were sadly at fault, an: their
repeated  failures were simply exasperating.
Jeakings, in particular. was & terrible stumbling-
block. and he quite bottled up the lLuton left
wing, whose efforts were of a very milk-and-
water character. Cooper was alto very safe in
goal.
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Once Allsopp hit the crossbar with a good
shot, and it was followed by a pretty warm at-
tack, but Hitchin defended with preat pluck,
and when half-time arrived, they had the sadis-

{action of retaining their goal-to-nil lead. It
may be & further satisfaction to them to know

that this was the first time that Luton had been
a goal to the bad at balf-time in any SEIIOUS

‘match this season. £
L ]

In the second half, Luton shaped a lot better, |
taough their work in front of rroal etill left a lot
t5 be desired. A centre by Fred Hawkes ought
easily to have been converted, but. the left wing
‘missed it badly, and Storey soon afterwards had
‘a fine chanco of getting through, but put in a
long shot which caused the custodian very little
trouble  Following a corner placed by Bob
‘Hawkes, MeEwen returned to the mouth of goal
‘and Eaton headed against the bar, and a httle
later a brilliant shot by Bob was tipped over by

Cooper i ? 2

. The visitors made a couple of good runs to
{he other end, and from the second of these they
came very near adding to their score, for Thomp- |
son was unable to clear from a centre from the
left wing, and the spectators endured agonies

for one Eriaf moment while the ball hovered in
the mouth of goal. Luckily, someone cleared 1n

-tbe nick of time, or it would have been all up |

with Luton.
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It was just after this that the turning-point
oame in the homesters’ favour, Turner taking a
vantre from Alleopp and scornng o pood g
The relief this brought to the Luton players was
seen by the excited way in which thex clustered
round Turner and wrung his hand, not only by
way of congratulating him,but as a manifestation
of their delicht. Fancy Luton, the leaders, prac-
tically speaking, of the Southern League, shak-

ing hands at their success in scoring a goal
against poor little Hltcllml
-

This equalising point came after twenty
minutes’ play, or, to put it in another way, if
had taken Luton just over an hour to get this
one point. 'The Hitchin goal was repeatedly
{hreatened afterwards, and eventually Storey
teized an opening near the half-way line, and

oing for all he wag worth, out-distanced the

ks, and put on the winuning point with a shot
that gave no chance, Just before the
shot was taken, Allen made a very deliberate at-
tempt to frustrate the effort by clinging to
Storey’s shirt, bl:t wos En-ppily.unsumm{ul.

Hitchin were not done with ev : :
L e il
OArTyin O . BOX10US TNOImen L
]mmd,%ut Lufon smothered the free kw]z::ld
averted the danger. Pearce next took a nice
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pass and sent in & beautiful sho e

*on put over the bar, and the %.J:Ghl;hm?ta::_ﬁij
eleared again from the well-placed corner. This
“:tﬂ the last incident of note, and Luton thus
tghja ;:f:}ihe biggeat fright they have received
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hA:g_ already stated, Hitchin played grandly, and
there seemed scarcely a weak spot in the team,
Jeakings, who learned his foothall at Luton
was perhaps the strongest man. and he gave an
exkibition that was highly creditable to himself
and extremely useful to his side. Coona also
performed well in goal The forwar wers
dashing and speedy, Taylor and Pecrce showing
up prominently on the wings, and Barker giving
a good display at centre, The halves, also

were indefatigable,
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Perhaps the most convincing proof of my
asgertion that Hitchin were playing the game of
their lives is the faot that Cex, who is supposed
to be one of the best of the Luton Reserve for-
wards, was simply nowhere on this occasion.
Storey, except for that great run of his, wae
rainfully slow, and Turner is spoiling his effec-
tiveness by (0o much circuamlocution, Allsopp
was sometimes good and sometimes the reverse,
and it was left to Faton to be the most business.

like of the whole bunch.
- L -l

Little ne=d be said as to the defence. except
that MoEwen worked like a nigger at back, and
his partner and Thompson both did well. The
halves betrayed a little disposition to wander,
and I think they would have shown to more
advantage had they each been content to do
his own work. I have criticised the Luton play
more than I should haye dene because the faults
s0 noticeable on Saturday have been observable
before, and unless the men pull up in time and
sternly resolve to put in ulr the dash they can
and rigidly eschew every unnecessary embellish-
ment, it will not be long before they lose their

unbeaten certificate.
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- By tha way, why does not Allsopp make a
little more sure of his corner-kicks? On Satur-
day. one could bardly be sure which goal he was
alming at.

~ The Portemouth “Football Mail” has some
irteresting notes on the forthcoming match at
Luton, saying ‘' everything points to a tremen-
dcus struggle for nmiastery, and in order to re-
peat last season’s excellent performance Ports-
n:cuth will require their strongest side and to

> 1n their best form. Up to the present Laton
have only had one goal scored against them as
Lhcme this season in four matches. This clearly
roints out Luton’s chief source of strength, and
when you come to analyse things it 1s not difli
cult to discover why goals have been so hard to
et againsg the _Stra.wplu.iters this winter.
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“The goalkeeper, Thompson, made a great
name for himself with Bury the scason they won
the Cup by swamping Soythampton at the Cry-
stil Palace and he is ztill rezarded as a brilliant
‘keeper’ by those who have had the opportunity
of seeing him perform lately. In front of him
are Bennett, late of Northampton, and the
famous * Punch ' McEwen, of Bury, and a former
Lutonian. Bennett is well-known to Southern
League enthusiasts. He is one of the *stop 'em
al any price ' style of backs, and a fit and worthy
successor to Lindsay. McEwen 1s a re
little fire-eater, his great forte being his tremen-
dous (for his inclLEﬂ) tﬂr:El'ing. >

““This is the trio, then, which tl.e Portsmouth
forward; must negotiate if victory is to be theirs
next weck. The half-backs are aboyt the same
class as last season, with the brothers Hawlkes (?)
on the wings and White, another local, in the
centre. Forward, Luton have Storey, a young-
ster from Bury Reserves, who 1s spoken well of
as a centre-forward; Turner, the old Arsenal
inside-left; Durrant, a fast and dangerous right-
' winger; Allsopp, last year's left-winger; end
Eaton, an inside-right from Leicester Fosse. If
Portsmouth can defeat this collection of talent,
they will have made rome amends for the defeat
by Southampton and the consequent loss of the
Scuthern Charity Cup. Personally, I cannot see
whv the same side that defeated Northampton so
decisively three weeks back should not able
to account for Luton. But Pompey would stand
a much better chance of being the Arst team to
put a spoke in Luton’s wheel if they had not to
vndertake the journey to Reading on Wednes-
day. This latter game is certain to be keenly
fought out, and the players will not have suffi-
cient time to fully recover from the efiects of
on hard struggle before they are required to
turn out for nnc:«aher iml)ortant; set-to.”’

There were only a couple of Southern
matches on Saturday, Southampton beating
Reading by 2 to 1, and BEristol Rovers %ru.ln!ng
a victory over New Brompton. The following
1+ the League table up to date:—

Goals




	Hitchin LN
	Hitchin LN2
	Hitchin LN3

