Football\."
The English Cup.

PULIIAM v. LUTON.
Played at Fulham on Saturday, Result:—
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The teams were as follow.: — |

| —f'ryver; Orr and Turner; Waterson.
Gfa‘};'l.hmﬁubﬂgmm; Soar, Iletcher, Clonuor,
MoQueen, and Lawrence.

(niton—Thompson; Bennett and Meliwen;
T Hawkes, Holdstock, and R. Hawkes; Dur-
rant, Eaton, McKee, Turner, and Allsopp.

Reforeo, Mr. A. Milward,

Luton's long spell of good fortune met with
a very sad interruption on Saturday. 1t origl-

aated with the weather. We had all been ex-

soting & phenomenal gate, for the Craven Cot-
E::.;;a E'mulud has held many big ocrowds this
weason, und with no other matoh of importance
in London, there seemed & strong probability
on this ocensinninf miifsiug u&l records.

Unluckily, rain set in on Friduy, continued
all through the night, and mora or less all day
on Saturday, the consequence being that thou-
qands wera kept away, and, perhaps worse still,
the ground was rendered 1n a deplorable con-
dition, especially in the centra, Under ordinary
circumetancos:, tho Fulham piteh must be a first:
rate one, but it. eu.nncrE sh:.md.u. heavy rain.

Still, amongst the three or four hundred
Latonians who went up to witness the match,
there were not many doubters, {or 1t was gene-
vally auticipated that Luten would be qute
good enough to make a craw, if not to win
outright. - But * gloricus uncertainty '’ 15 not
the characteristic of cricket alone, and football
{eams often go down *.'.-'Een least expeoted.

Tulham had done their level best to get ready
for the fray, the men haviug been 1n l'rl‘.‘ILIIlLlIelﬁ
ior a week at Brighton, and they were recelv
with an outhurst of applause as they stepped on
to the field a fow minutes before the kick-off.
Luton, who followed immediately, met with an
even warmer creeting. the Lutonians present
making up for the smallness of their numbers
bv giving strong evidence of their lung power.
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Another bad cmen! Fryer won the toss, and
cat Luton to face a slight breeze. After a little
give-and-take play, Fulbam got down from a
fren kick, and Connor tried a long shot which
Thompson casily disposed of. Luton at once
replied, and the left buck had to kick out 1in
arder to relieve the pressure. whilst from vhe
throw-1 DUJTME; &ant.behiud;

A minute later, however, Durrant was respone-
aible for a brilliant centre, and Holdstoclkk had
fine opening, but missed his kick. This was a
bit of luck for Fulham to start with, but Laton
came again, and Holdstock this time sent in a
spaendid shot, which was well saved by Fryer.
MTurner, tho left back, next gave a corner, and
Durrant placing, Holdstock headed in, but the
whistle sounded .'rfm: offside &g‘ﬂ.ingt MeceKee.

L

Soon afterwards there occurred an incident
which, had the referee’s ruling on the point
been in Luton’s favour, might have made all
tho difference in the result of the game. McKee
was going for coal. and when well within the
penalty line, was charged in the back and sent
full sprawl. Luton confidently appealed for a
penalty, bubt the referee shook his head, and
the game proceeded. : L

So far as I could sece, there was no question
in my mind as to the penalty having been
merited, but Mr. Milward cevidently regarded
the, charge from a different point of view. Had
the penalty been given, the probability is that
matters would have gone very differently, for
Luton were playing much the better game. Axs
it happened, however, Fulham having escaped
ar this end, had a rare slice of luck directly
afterwards at the other.

- & '

A grand shot by Fred Hawkes heving just
topped the bar, the play was returned to mid-
field, and from a fres kick the homesters got
1nbo the immediate vicinity of the Luton goal.
Here a momentary paralysis seemed to come
over the defenders, one apparently leaving it
to the other to make the clearance, and profiting
by this indecision, Connor was able to net the

ball in a ndiculously easy manner.
» - -
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Fulbam’s success was, of course, received with
the greatest enthusiasm by the erowd, which
had now assumed much larger proportions, and
‘the home players were also greatly cncouraged.
They were soon on the aggressive again, and
Fletcher shot just wide. Then Luton foolishly
¢onceded another freo kick, and Orr again
placing, the ball glanced off McEwen's
head to the feef of Lawrence, who scored
ancther goal with a cross shot which gave
Thompson no chance.

* #* *

Two goals inside a quarter of an hour. The
speotators—that is, the London portion of them
—went almost wild with excitement, and some-
thing like consternation reigned in the ranks of
the Lauton contingent. The Luton players,
however, showed no signs of discouragement,
ansi were quickly threatening the IFulham goal,
From a good centre by Allsopp, Durrant had a
fins chance, but shot wide, and Turner after-
wards worked his way thrcugh, and then put
the wrong side of the net
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Luton got away again through the instru-
mentality of McEwen, and Durrant finished up
with a lovely cress shot, to which Fryer had to
give a corner. Durrant placed. and when Ful-
ham oleared, McEwen returned into the mouth
of poal. but a foul against Holdstock relieved.
Luton next made a pretty combined run, and
the ball going out to Durrant, the latter put in
a benautiful shot, which Fryer just reached but
could not turn aside, and the ball went spinning
inta the net, while the custodian, who slipped,
stretched his leagth on the g:nund. |

Lt was now the turn of the Luton speciators to
cheer, and it 18 needless to say that they fully
roso (o the occasion After the return to the
balf-way hine, the visitors again made the run-
uing, and Durrant put in a dangerous-looking
ceatre, but unfortuately the other forwards were
not there to take it. Then Fulham made tracks
for the other end, and Thompson ran out some
distance to clear. Before he could get back, a
shiod was put m, and there seemed nothing to
prevent {he ball finding its way into the net,
Laxi Just mn the nick of time one of the defenders
ot his foot to the leather and effected a
clearance.

- - .

A grand ceotre by Durrant was the next fea-
ture, and after Fryer hed got it away, s foul
azainst Fulham clogse in gave Luton another
apportunity, and Bennett put i well, but again
Fryer saved. A mistake by Holdstock then
enabled Lawrence to get away, and from his
ocntre Fletcher sent in a hard shot. Thompson
saved 1o capital style, and was seen to equal
advantage with another attempt from the same
quarter.

. - -

A very semous muasfortune now overtook
Luton, Durrant straining the muscles of his leg
and being incapacitated for the rest of the game.
After being atiended to by the trainer, he re-
eumed hia placs on the field, and continued to
the end, but he was no good, being unable to
run, and [ think hia presence did more harm
than good. 4 < =

Still, Luton ought to have equalised before tha
interval, a he&utifiul'bmntrethb_v Allﬂ&p-p giving
Eaton an open goal, but to the great disappoint-
ment of us all, he headed over the bar. It cer-
tainly was most oxasperating. Luton continued
on the essive, but nothing more than a cor-
ner rewarded their efforts, and wheu the whistle
gave the signal for half-time, Fulham were still
leading by two E'mtls ta one.

Saon after play had been resumed, Luton
weore attacking, and Turmer locked to have a
chance of getting through, but, bewng chal-
lenged. he left the ball and went for the man,
with the rewult that the opportunity was lost
After a brnef wvisit to the other end. Luton came
again, and Robotham gave a corner to Turner,
but nothing came of it. Soar next made a
capital run. and was a little too smart for
MrEwen. who used his hands as a last resource,
hut the free kick which resvlted was not tumed

to acocount. & i s

Soar. however, again threatened danger. and
thouzh it seemed to be a cear cese of offside
by was allowed to continue, Beanett in the end |
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conceding o corner, whioh Fletcher ;])Iu.md bo-
Liind, Ll'..-ﬁn:ucm::t were not shaping nearly o wiall
now, Durrant's assistanoc being very much
missed, and besides (hat they gove away freo
kioka with irritating prodigality, though tho
fouls wore fﬂﬂllﬁil rutlu:;r l;hun*vmmuﬂ.

Sometimes, indeed, Luton ere poenalised
whon it was diflicult {o discover the cause, anc
a1 ona oocasion o foul wus given against Turnaer
for gotting his leg in frouy of another man,
though a8 a matber fact, ho actually cap-
{ured the ball and was going off vpt.h it when
the whistle sounded. Of course, different men
interpret the rules in different “"ﬂ-{]ﬂ, and I can
only speak for mysolf when I say that it seemad
u perfeetly legitimate thing to do, and I notico
from an opinion given by Mr. John Lewis on a
similar pieco of [ﬁuy t.hu*t‘. he hnLd.s the same view.

Although Luton's efforts were not of a charac-
tor to inspire great hopes, they were having
more of the game than their opponents, and Iin
resisting one of the Luton attacks, Orr was
tripped by Turner and had to be carried off the
fio dl apparently with a dislocated kneo. To
everybody's surprise, however, he came on agatn
a fow minutes later, apparently as sound os

A )
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Fulham now made another assault on the
Luton goal, and from a free kick given by T'red
Hawkes. the loft back placed, and Thompson,

in trying to clear, punted the ball up in the air.,

Pob Hawkes averted immediate danger by kick-
ing behind, and the corner proved to be fruit-
lese. but Fulham renewed their overtures, nnd
the ball eventually going out to Fletcher, that
player put on the third point for his side with a

very fine shot.
© &

This was Fulham’s best goal, the other btwo
having been very soft affairs, and 1t made tho
gamo safe. Luton tried hard in the little time
that ranmained and a beautiful shot by Bob

Hawkes was saved by Fryer just mear the
top corner of tha goal. Af the finish, Fulham
waore again on Luton territory, but there was

no more Scoring, and the Londoners were left
rejoleing in a vicetory that impartial persong had

scorcely nxpm:teci ﬂxem‘na:pubia of achieving.

Below are'some of the newspaper comments
on the gome:—

The ‘* Morning Leader,”’ in & capital account
of the match, says:—It is 1o mean trinmph for
tho new team representing Fulham to have gone
through their divisional competiton for the
Tootball Cup. On Saturday they were ocoh-
fronted with the appalling task of defeating the
only undefeated Glub in the Southern League,
a side which had drawn at Southampton, Ply-
mouth, and West Ham, and won at Millwall,
ves Fulham rose to the occusion, and, with a
victory by '3—1. did credit to the stimulating
climate of Brighton, where they had been in-
stalled for a week. The success was not gained
with the comfort which the figures imply, for
though Fulham actually scored the first two
goals in less than twenty minutes, one of these
was soon rubbed off, and it was not till they got
the fhird point, midway in the second half, that
they could afford to feel really safe.

- - L

The match was a magnificent struggle, but
Luton, after flattering their supporters with a
distinetly good display in the first half, fell away
in the second, a deterioration influenced no
doubt by the consciousness of misfortune. Ful-
ham won their victory as well ag any team can
desire to win, yet they must be prepared to
admit the assistance of what might be called a
fortuitous opportunism. Both their goals 'n
the first half were from free kicks almost on the
half-way line. 'The foul in the first case was
acainst R. Hawkes, aftor ten manutes’ play,
Orr dropping the ball to within a few yards of
goal for Connor to receive from Fletcher and
score with evident simplicity, while about ten
minutes later Holdstock offended at much the
samea place, and again Orr was responsible for
a free kick. the outcome of which was a grand
chance for Lawrence, who, standing unmarked
clear of the ‘scrum,” kicked straight ut the far
wing of the net. Goals from fren kicks are not
particularly satisfactory, yet in one sense these
spccesses were deserved, for Luton were the

more extravagant in illegal {factics.
L < L




Cn the other hand, it was by no means a soul
game, yet the whisile was gcing fairly regularly
for technicalitics, According to my notes,
something like three-fifths of the free lkicks
ware against the visitors, a condition of affairs
which tended to disparage the referee 1n the
opinion of Lutonians, but Mr. Milward's rul-
ings were ocharacterised by a stern decision
which revealed the experienced official. Up to
the time Fulham had scored their second goal,
I thought Luten were the better team,and when,
ten minutes later, Fryer, in dealing with a long,
low side shot from Durrant, scooped the ball up
into his own net, 1n the endeavour to conceds
a, corner, the Fulham crowd shuddered. How-
ever, the home forwards, while at no time 7o
well together as thoss on the other side, had &
worrying habit of getting to goal, and on one
occasion, following a brilliant piece of work by
Soar, it looked any odds on the ball going
through, but Thompson saved from MoQueen
and Fletcher,

- 3 e

The prospect for Luton was sadly dulled when
the second half began, for i1t transpired that
Durrant’'s muscles of the mght thigh had
‘“gone,”’” Tho consequence was that the Luton
attack became a trifle lop-sided, and there could
be no question of the superiority of the home
team in this half. Fulham were just that bit
quicker to get to the ball that means so much,
and the further they went the more did they
look like winning.

- L -

Fulham won this matoh by their quickness
and dash, plus a little help from the Fates. In
a mere artistic senso Luton's football was more
admirable, and if I were a Lutoniun I should
feel a little so that things worked out so
badly, and a little glad that the team proved
itself very little inferior to the home lot at such
an enthusiastic centre as Fulham. Thero was
not a two-goals’ difference between the sides,
and had Luton won, as the play went they could
not have been regarded as lucky. The chief
difference between them was that Fulham got
the gouls, and as they got them honestly they
are to be warml_y mmrfendod;

The Luton team worked on clever lires, and
this 18 the game for the League. It is quite the
best Luton team I have ever seen, and though
not many goals have been acored, the men may
be encouraged to persevere with this style.
Durrant was very dangerous until he was put
out of court, and of the others Turner struck
me as the maost effective, though McKee distri-
brted his passes with good judgment. Hold-
stock, at centre-half, was hardly a success, other-
wise the defence was satisfactory, and Bennett
again proved hi::mlf a grand back.

- L

The ** Athletic News "’ says:—Although Ful-
ham have been prolific scorers in the qualifying
competition of the Football Association Cup,
their Southern League record up to date does
not make them out as strong in the attacking
line when meeting teams their own class.
Therefore, in spite of having their own arena
to operate upon, their success over Luton was
not an assured happening. In fact, Southern
League struggles foreshadowed a close and stern
etruggle, with low sooring on both sides. This
deduction was partially falsifed, as Fulbam won
by the tolerably large score (for a cup-tie) of
3 zoals tov:il% but the actual credit of the victory
wa3d somewhat linged by a misfortune which
befel their oppenents in the first period of the
play. Durrant, the clever outside-right forward
of Luton. happened to restart an old eprain
of the muscles of the right leg, and althouvgh he
went_on the field after thz mterval, nearly all
the effectiveness that he showed at the opening
of the struggle vas lacking. His runs and cen-
tres had been the feature of the play up to the
time of his partial disablament. and he was the
hero of the ouly-goal fgr his sa;da

The “ Daily Mail” has the following :—* On
paper form this game was the piok of the ‘diyi-
sicnal finals’ of the Assocation Cap qualifying
competition in the South, and it provided a fine
struggle for the most part But in the second
period Luton were handicapped by the break-
down of their crack forward. Durrant (who had
been performing in brilliant fashion). and had
to play second fiddle for the remainder of the
match. Luton seemed inclined to indulge in
tripping tactics when their opponents were act-
ng on the offensive, and were twice penalised
in the first twenty minutes. In each case the
free kick was taken by Orr, the Fulham right
back. and each time Soar got the ball imwne-
diately and placed well into goal for Connor and
Lawrenge to score.  Thus, though they had
been playing quite as well or even mtha-re{better
than therr opponents, Luton werw quickly two
gcals behind. Towards the end of the first half
Durrant shot a splemdid goal for Luton, but
when this player's nght ler was found to have



given way during the inberval, the lagt hope of
the Strawplaiters had gone, although they con-
tosted the issue heartily right up to the close.
Fulham undoubtedly had the best of the luok,

but deserved to win. )

The draw for the intermediste round in the
Knglish Cup Competition took laco yesterday,
Fulham have to go to West Ham, Plymouth
Argyle to Brontford, and Woolwich Arsnal to
Bristol to play the Rovers, while New Bromp-
ton will be at home to Bristol City and Reud-
1 to Gﬂiusbor{r:lgh. Trinity. £

The match for next Saturday at Luton wiil
bo with Tottenham Hotspur, who yesterday
bent Bristol Rovers by 2 goals to 1 in a Western
League match



gyturday was a very disappanting day for
[uton footballers. The fact 15 we had all
heen counting oz a thumping good gate and a
lorious victory into the bargain, and in both
these directions the matier fell far short of our
expectations. The weather spoiled the atten-
dance, and I think to a large extent it also

spotled the play.
o - »

The ground was in a terrible condition, and
the Luton men appeared to find 1t particularly
{ifficult to keep a footing. They were handi-
capped still more seriously by the injury to
Durrant, who for sixty minutes out of the
ninety was 4 passenger puro and simple. Ho
could not run at all, and except when the ball
went right to his feet, he could not touch 1t. 1
ihink the attack would have been far more
effective 1n the second half if Durrant had not
come on to the field at-.&ll. 4

During the thirty minutes that he was really
playing, Durrant was the most conspicuous of
the forward string, though Katon is deserving
of greab credit for the assiducus way in which
ho kept him on the go. These two in that hall-
hour played a wonderfully attractive game,
anc were ﬂﬂi-llj'*thﬁ beit winga on the field.

I'heir passing was beautifully timed, neither
of them hLeld the ball a minute longer than
necessary, and they kept a sufficient distance
from each other to run the opposing halves and
back off their legss  Far different was 1t on
ihe other wing, where Turner spoiled what
might have been a fine exhibifion on his own
part by hugging the ball till the last possiblo
Q1ometb.

& *

{ think everybody is ready to admit that Tur-
nev 13 oua of the best forwards we have got. In
energy and skill he is beyond reproach, and in
one respeot at any rate it 1s a pleasure to see tho
amount of work he puts in, but he tries to do
too muoh on his own, and the result is not as
satsfaotory as might- be wishefl.
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Hi= partuer, it must be admitted, does nou
inspire the greatest confidence, for his passes are
few and far between, and he delays too long in
cetting in his centre. Moreover, Allsopp has a
very unfortunate habit of coming a cropper at
she oritioal moment. He played a grand game
acaiust Watford, but otherwise his  displays
have not beon ail thﬂ.t *muld- Ii)ﬁ dEE“iI‘ed. |

McoKea was not altogether at his best on
Saturday, and he seemed to tire a good deal
tawards the finish. Perhaps that was mot sur-
prising in view of the state of the ground, of
which. in the centre, he had had the full advan-
tage. He worked pretty hard, but never
seemed so much like getting through as when,
enrly in the game, he was pushed over from be-
hind and appealed in vain for a penalty. If
the penalty had been given, as I thought it
ought to have heen, what a different story sub-
sequent events might have told.

Still, on the whole, it cannot be said that our
forwards played a bad game. KEven after Ful-
ham had scored a couple of goals, the men In
the front string played with wonderful coolness
and confidence, and if Durrant had not been
crippled, I think they would have been guite

Equal to the task of pulling the game out of the




[t was in the defence that our great weakness |
lay. and that is all the more remarkable as 1t
was the defence which we had learned to regard |
as our chigf source of strength. It is our de-
fence that has been triumpbing over opposing
teams, as our coal record sufficiently proves,
but on this oceasion the play of the Luton backs
was decidedly rocky.

®

|
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McEwen never played a bit like himself. As
an old Cup-sie fighter, as a member of the Cup
team of last vear, one wounld have expected him |
to be a3 ccol as a cucumber, but instead ot that,
tho excitement scemed to quite get the better
of his judgment. Bennett elso was not so safe
aa usual, and though the pair of them were as
dashine as ever, they did not combine with 1t

their customiary prudence.
L ? @

I doa't think Thompson could fairly be
blamed for either of the goals. Taking the
masch all through, ne was not very severely
tested, but the first two goals he had no chanze
at-all with, and the third was obtained by a ze-
warkably fine shot.

b~ L

As to Lhe half-backs, they were good if vot
brilliant The ground in the middle made it
very difficult for Holdstock, and he consequently
secemed unusually slow, but he nevertheless did
scme capital vork, and where he failed I think
it was his misfortune rether than his fault. Bob
Hawkes gave a good account of himself,
snd the same may be said of Fred, thouzh he
‘would have Jone better had he conceded fewer
tree kicka.

o t »

Tn this connection, however I am bound to
gay that [ think that Mr Milward 18 becoming
a little fussy and giving free kicks with un-
Gecessary freedom. No one deprecates rough
or foul play more than I do, but though Mr.
Milwaed (s regarded, and I believe rightly so, as
on» of our most capable referces, I cannot help
saying that I think he is disposed to be a trifle
boo exacting

&

Whaen the whistle is frequently sounding, it
robs fha game of a great deal of its interest, and
also renmders 1t very difficult for a feam to got
together and show effective combination,  Of
cowr.s, il is better for a referee to err in this
dirction than go to the other extreme and allow |
boo much latitude, but surely there 15 a happy
medium.

- *
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Although the verdiet on Saturdsy went so
decisively arainst Laton, and would seem to
corroborute the draw made down here earlier in
the season by Fulham, I am still convineed that
the Lutonians are much the better team. Ful- |
bam certain!y showed to better advantage on
this ocoasion than they did at the first meeriag,
but even so T am not nelined to regard them
as & very formidable lof.

Their first two goals on Saturday weore
lothing more or lees than flukes, for up till
the moment they were obtained and for a long
time after, Luton played much the better foot-
bull. 8till, the Londoners have two or three
ROod men in their ranks—notably Soar and
_Fr;rm*. 'The right-winger is o grand player,
being speody and clever into the bargain, and 1
doubt if fhers is his superior in the Southern
League. Wletoher also ir a very good man, but
_;ah? only man to rival Boar, though in a dif-
erent department, is Fryer, whose groat height
gives him w big sdvantage in keeping goal.




The wet weather doubtless kept many Luto-
piang from going to London to see the um.tah |
One of the London papers on Saturday men-
ticned 2,000 as being the number of Lutoaians
present, but if it had said 200 1t would have teen
a good deal nearer the mark. The Midland
Coampany'’s special excursion conveyed 130, bug
theere were 142 cheap tickets 1&119{:1 by the 11.20
tram, and 65 by the 8.35, making 337 in all
The tzreat Northern also took some, but the
probability i1s that the Lutonians at the match
did not number 500.

- L -

The gate at Fulham realised £271, or only a
little more than half what had been m.peﬁﬂed
After deducting expenses, Luton’s share would
come to ﬂﬂ-m-ed:hmg hLe £125

It generaily lm.ppc-.-nﬂ. or seems ta happen,
that Luton ocatch teams at the top of their form
This was the case on Saturday, for 1t was freely
said that Fulham had not previously played such
a game as they did then. It promises to be so
again with l‘nttanhum Hotspur next Saturday.

At tho beg'mmng of the seasomn, Tottenham
were ziving away points with aﬁtomshln free-
dom, but they have recently taken quite a diffe-
rent turn, as 1s shown by their smashing victory
over Bri rhtan and Hmfe last Sa.t-uxday and
their equanf meritorious win over Bristol

o

Rovers on nduy.
- L J

Thereofore, 't may confidently be expected that
Luton will have to go all bha way Indeed,
they will bave to be in their very best form to
make surg of a win., It 1 extremn;ely unfortu-
nate that Durrant will be unable to turn out,
- but I am told that his injury will demand a twe
or three weeks rest

| - -

The team 1s not yet definitely fixed un, but
will be selected from Thompson, Bennett,
McEwen, F. Hawkes, R. Hawkes, Iloldstock
White, Eaton, Storey, MecKee, Turner, and
Allsopp. The kick-off is at 2.30.

Last week I expressed the hope that somebody
would he good ennugh to do Luton a good turn
by putting a spoke in Pompey’s Wheel No
socner said than dome, it appears, for Southamp-
ton came to tho rescue on Saturday, beating

P_?rt.smuubh or their own ground by a goal to
' i1l
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