“at homs,” and he saved well. Lufon got a

| which was taken by Bennett, who placed the
leather over the bar. A foul followed by Mclas,

THE DIVISIONAL FINAL:

FINE STRUGGLE AT CRAVEN
. COTTAGE.

“UNLUCKY LUTON.”

—

As was expected earlier in the season the

| final of division 7 was fought out by Luton

and Fulham. Last year the two sides met
and Luton playing at home defeated their
rivals of Saturday. Then the Fulham lot were
ef poor quality and in the second division
of the Southérn League. Since then they
have earned the right to figure in the first
division, where they have been doing on the
whole very well. With Luton they were
deputed to fight out the earlier matches and
they bhave come through successfully. A
fortmight ago they were accounting for
West Norwood, whilst Luton were sending
their old and dear neighbours Watford right
about face. During the past week the men
have been in training at Brighton, while
Luton < have contented = themselves with
spending their time at home. They expect-
ed to play the same teum as last Saturday,
whilst the Craven Cottage lot did not seleet

their side until Saturday morning.  Mr.

Millward was the referee, and the following

were the teams :— -

_ LUTON.
- ' Thompson
Bennett =~ MeBwen

F. Hawkes Holdstock R. Hawkes
Durrant “Eaton  McKee  Turner  Allsepp

O
Lawrence McQueen Connor Kleteber Soar
Robotham Gray Watersan
Turner Orr '
Frver
- FULHAM.

Fulham won the toss, and kicked with the nd-

vantage of wind, which blew fairly hard. Hold-
stock was soon prominent, for he nobly stopped
g rush by the homesters. A foul wag swarded
Fulham, and Luton was pulled up. . Then McKes
got on the tack and passed well to Durrant, but

the ball went behind.

£ w * &
Holdstock had a shot for goal, but Fryer waa

corneyr forced by Durrant, but this was soon
claared. The next item was a fonl by Gray,

and after a pause Thompson caught the ball and
threw away time in great style. B
. L

Bob Hawkes was now conspicuous with some
fine head and feet work and broke up the Ifulham
attack altogether. Bob Hawkes just cleared the

| bar with a grand shot, and shortly afterwards
‘be gave a fres kick AWaYy., | |
1 | ik P €7

» .
" Connor then worked his way through, and best
Thompson ab closs range with a shot that erashed

!into the net with great force. Tremendous #u-

{liusiasmo prevailed, and the Iulham crowd

cheered themselves hoarss. ;
£ S ¥

Fulham came again, and the ball was shot by

‘the post. Sonr, who was now very prominent, was

accidentaily crippled by Bob Hawkes, but the
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several openings for McKee, which that p
took full &dzantnga of.. 5 ¢ T
- + -

Allsopp swung across & fine centrs to Durrant,
but the latter was unable to reach the ball in
time. A foul by Holdstock then threatened dis-
aster to thﬁn Luton team, =

1 &

Orr took the kick, and Lawrence scored =
second goal for Fulbam amid tremendous cheer-
ing. Luton now played desperately, and Turner
was then fouled, but nothing came of the free

kick.

ayer |

* L @

Tulham had another foul given against them,
and from the free kick the ball was sent out to
Durrant on the wing, but the shot went wide. |
Durrant again secured the ball from the centre
and passed to Allsopp, who, however, shot just |

over the hm;. Hard luck for Luton.
+ &

Turner next ran down, and crashed the ball
the wrong side of the post. Allsopp also had
a shot, but the ball failed to hit the mark.

*® k RS

Luton were now pressing strongly, and
making a gallant attempt to equalise. They
forced a corner, which came to nothing. Connor
then raced down, and shot wide. At this point
the game was full of excitement, and Turner was
eautioned by the referee for fouling. The referee |

appeared to be rather down on Luton.
| R » >

! Durrani was in fine form and, after a fine run,
he beat Fryer with a stinging shot. Fryer fell
down in attempting to clear.
* ® _ w

This success spurred Luton on to increased
efforts, and cheered to the echo by their sup-
porters, they pressed for all they kmew. The
' mud, wind, and rain handicapped both teams,
and the ball was very heavy. Fulham now at-

tacked -strongly, and Thompson Wwas lucky to
clear.

% * *®

The next incidents were a number of fouls on
hoth sides. Soar fouled McEwen, and McKee
fouled Gray. Durrant got offside, and Fulham |
then came down on the left, but the ball went
behind. Allsopp was given offside when in 2
good position, bub Luton quickly returned te |
the attack. : 5 iR ol _ | -

: N ® | %
From a dangerous attack by Fulham, Bennett
had no alternative but to kick out. Luton were |
now hard pressed, but they defended stoutly. |
The muscles of Durrant’s thigh gave way at this
point, and he was but of little use afterwards.
From a dashing run by Allsopp, Haton headed

just over the bar. ,
% ¥ 2

This was one more good opportunity thrown

away, but Luton werse not disheartened and Ful-
' hama were hard pressed to keep their goal intact.

' & & -+

| Luton continued to force the play, the players
sitriving every nerve to secure Supremacy. Dur-
ing a concerted attack on the Fulham citadel.

Fryer had to kick the ball out.

¢ _ %

Shortly afterwards he had to save a stinging
<hot from Bob Hawkes, and again one from
Baton. Little Mac was on the alert, and ve-
turned the ball very smartly, just when Wulham
were pressing at their best. Allsopp forced a

corner, but.*the ball Wint- behind. 2

Midfield play followed, and h&lf-time arrived
*with the score:— . Vg

WOLHAMN - 0 Ty i s
BAIBON ot D i i i
]

" w
After the interval, Luton were the first to al-
tsck. Durrant, who had been badly injured dur-
ing the first half, came out with the players, but
his first shot was rather tame.

& %

Turner next nearly got through for Luton. A
foul was then given against McEwen. Orr took
| the kick, and McQueen headed high over the bar.

f#ulham were now very aggresgive, and Orr sent
the ball over the bar from a free-kick given for
a foul by MEEwen on Sia.r.

4

A great deal of spirit was now infuged into
the game, and the ball travelled from one end
s the other with amazing swiftness. - Fred.
Flawkes fouled a Fulham player, but nothing
came of the free-kick which followed. ~Luton
wers now having hy far the best of%the game,
and their suppotrters enconraged them to greater
| efforts, TFred. Hawkes put the ball just by the

|

| post, mﬂch* to the relief*{)f Fulham.

| | -
| The referee now distinguished himself by giv-
ing o palpably incorrect decision in penalising
Peter Turner for an a.lle%ed foul. Fortunatsly
for Luton, this was cleared, and Luton breathed

freely again.

* »

Fulham next forced n corner, but the danger
was averted by McEwen with o superb kick.
| Peter Turner collided with Orr, whq was earriad |

off the field. Upon re_aumiu% the Fulham goal

narrowly escaped capture, Boar robbing Bob
| Hawkes when he was sbout to shoot. Fulham
then pressed hotly, but McEwen averted the
threatened danger. Affer Thompson had saved,
Robotham gcored a third goal for Fulham.

FINAL SCORE : FULHAM, 8 ; LUTON, 1.
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here need be no beating about the bush. The
Luton men on Saturday met a luckier team on the
day’s play, and lost. I would psrticularly em.
phasise the words * on the day’s play,” for I have
not the least doubt that Luton would beat the
' Fulhamites twice out of three times. Ooe thing
that threw the Luton men oubt of their pacez was
 the state of the turf. It was almost like a ploughed
flald with a bit of grass rising out of the water,
Oace Holdstock kicked at the ball and displaced s
large puddle of water to the discomfort cr the
players round avout.

. emEm h - o wp e e —

W 4

The Luton half-backe conld hardly check them-
gelves. If a man got past there was no recovery,
for the ground was so slippery.” I do not think it
was the Fualbam men who beat the visitors
so0 much as the sodden turf, One man
at least sevmed positively to revel in 1,  That was
Soar—the outside right. The way ne cantered
over the ground was litble short of marveilous. I
should think he practised running on loose gand

down &t Brightop !

 The other forwards were: good, too.  They wers

conmtantly sfter the bell. Though nct a first-class
centre, Connor attracted notice by hiw very good
over-head paesing. That wae really all ke did
well, Lawrence wss fairly speedy, in fact the
whole five were all very lively and wanted careinl
watching. The half-backs were nct conspicuous,
but they proved a useful tric. '
- 3 * *

Orr was the batter of the two backs. 1 thought
be was done for when he was carried off the field,
but it only took him a couple of minutes to recover.
And didn’t he go after that ! In fact, he played so
well that ons could wmot understend how he had
bhoon hurt. 1 was almoat driven %o the conclusion
that thers was a deal of sham about it. Tuorner
was useful in stopping the rushee of the right
wing, but in the first half he was repeatedly beaten
by Darrant and Eaton. Fryer had some very
difficuit shots o save.

_ - i ® w*

And what shall I say of the Luton team ? 1L
belisve they were a team of triers. Tha arst geal
was due’tc an alleged foul by Bob Hawkee. 1
was clogely watching him, but how ths referee
could construe his action into a foul 1 do nob
know. His opponent had got the bail at his left
toot, and Bob went and planted his Trilby at the
ball, but the Fulham man had moved the ball and
Hawhkea went aprawling over, The whistle
gounded and a foul wae given, '

5 R L BTN,
A gosl resulted ! Soon afterwarde, I believe, it
was Holdstock who collided with 2 Faulbam maun.
Free kick again, and apother goal for Falham. if
Lawrence wae vob off-side when he played the ball
he was very near it. I should think the Luton
hacks snd goslkeeper had sunk in the mud for
‘thers wae very little movement perceptible. Had
‘the grguudbﬁﬁﬂ dry 1 feel sura Tnampmn would
have done much better with both shota. Hsmem-
ber, under Saturdsy’s conditions he had no chance.

whatever.

" Durraut up to the time of hig injury was the
pest player on the field. He made rings round
‘tha other players, aud his shot with which he
scored was a smagher. The force of it appeared to
knock Feyer off his feet, and .the ball shot up 1nto
¢he corper of the goal as if it had struck againsh

* " »
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, wall. I believe the cheering which ensued from 1
he Lutonians present was almosi equal to that
nade by Falham. A bright movement WoH again

tarted. Darrant was going splendidly, and looked |
ike repeating his enccess, when his muoscles gave'|"

WaY-. ;
» 5 * |

I greatly admired his pluck and persiatence in |
remaining, but it would have heen better had he
oft then. KFaton worked very hard indeed, and
zave Durrant grand passes time after time,
MoKee found it difficnlt to play his usoal excellent
yame in the centre, but though well looked afier
he put in some swWArt MOVEE, Tarper was as hard-
working as ever, and tried time afrer time to make
openings for his side. Early in the game he came
 for the referse’s notice, but why he ehould have

done 80 wag not appareny,
3 G $

Allsopp could not get on at all. Everything he |
did seemed to be pre-destined to bad luck, and try
how he wonld he could make little headway. He
seoms t0 have fallen off & bit, and though we can-
not expect ons player always to de in form, there
are many people disappointed with his dieplay.
mhe difference between his play and that of, say,
at Millwall, was very marked. Tommy's faulf, 1%
seema to me, is that of not going shead with the
ball when he might, so as to put in a centre on the
run—two very necessary accomplishments for a

wing forward.

e »*

In the half-back line chief oredit must be given
to Bob Hawkes, His feelings were very much

hurt becanse of the foul awarded against him byi
Mr. Millward which led to the first goal,. but
even referses are not infallible. Bob played a

good game, though F. Hawkes had a pretty lively

pair to look after on his wing and he did not spare

them., The state of the ground was against

Luton’s style of play and Hawkes was a sufferer

sccordingly. There were whispers of discontent

against Holdstock, but hs played a pretty good

game. The ground was against him. and the style

also., It was just such a game as Freddy White

would have revelled in—but he was not selscted

by the powers which-ba fhich sesmed & mistake,

Bennett was the hetter back, though he found it
difficult to put in his usual tackling abilities,
McEwen was not so successfnl as could have been
wished. Soar proved a perfect terror, and it took
all Mac’s time to hold him back., Perhaps, after
one incident, I had better eay, kept him in check.
Thompeon was not;so euccaseful as ususal, bub when
he moved he had to carry heavy clots of mud co
his shoas, and this ‘did not conduce to good goal-
kesping. On a dry ground I reckon he wonld
have saved two of the sholts which scored. '

' 2 » &

[ know it is nsual, when a2 team loses, to blame
the referee. And, in my opipiom, he was teo
grandmotherly in his decisions. I believe io & man
keeping the players well in haod, but 1 do not
agree with him peualising a visiter when a home.
man goes down, Ouace, inside the 12 yarde
live I saw & Luton man badly treated, bus the
referee did not notice it. At first L thought ha
was waiting to see if the Lutonisn] would get
through, but there was not much chance of it
after the bump he received. The Luton men
could hardly look at a Fulhamite, but that a foul
was given. Kor inetance, if two opponenta ran one
against another, and one went down, it was 10 to
1 that the veferes would give the decision against
the man standing. In fairoees to Mr, Miliward L
should state that once he pulled Fulham up for off-
gide, which decigion surprised the Luton spectators
pressnt.  (tenerally, Luton had much more to
complain of than Fulkem, : -

- - " » *

I really belisve we should have won or, at leaat,
drawn had Durrant been able to turn out fit and
well in the second kalf. ﬁﬂg wee on the aside of
the field that just suited bim and he would have
made things move had he had the full uge of his
le?., His injury will keep him ount of the field for
a forto 4 ) W bly go oat-
side right, Storey, inside; McKee, centre, Turner
and Allsopp left., That app ars to me to bz the

I

night or more. ' Eaton will proba

!

‘beat team available unless Allsopp stands dowa in
favour of & junior, for instance, Dimmock,
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| - § o= AR |
CE oY ¥y
| ] i

| SR L ; A ";' Tl ; . .*; i\l
o RNaou i&hﬁ- TThransole « o



"Fﬁﬂ ﬂ-&-

i

Says the Uhronicle :—There was i1 ﬁa 5 mawamn
of gm)d ortune " in Fulham’e victory over Luton, |
?‘f or while the visitors were playing bester foos! sail
ba home team were getting the goals, the two
wihah they scored in the firet half both s secrning
irom irea-kickes. In the closivg stage Fulbam
mmy@d & winning gams, mm oubatayed m@}!
Southern Leagug *° mmm,@&mdzsﬁ” who *"ﬁfi,ﬁrwnwﬂ il
& great mi sfortune in the callapse of Dmmnh the
clever right-winger having sustained a pawnful
injury to the AW‘M: thigh. It is wortky of note

that the Luton eleven coutained four: home-born
plavers—Durrant and all three half-bacls. ‘

s #
d¢ 7 4 23

winesman ' in the Morneng Leader :—Fualham

won this maich by their quickness and dssh, plus

a little help from the Fates. In a more wt‘mﬁmﬂ

sense Luton’s football was more admirable, and if

I were a Lutonian I should feel o little sarey that

things worked out so badly, and a little glad that
the tean: ;‘jmmd iteelf very little inferior to the

home lot at such an enthusiastic centre ss Fulham.

Tiere was nob o two goals difference between the
sides, and had Luton won, as the play weunt they

conld not have been regarded ae lucky. The chief
difference batween fi.;ham wag that Fulham got the
goais, and as they got them honestly they are to be
warmly commended, Of the forwards, Counor
was the 8h16§ mmppmmment his failure baing
attributable partly to excitement. Soar, was apas-
modie, and rhough he frequently got the batter of
Molwen, he was apt to finiesh badly, though on
ovcasion his judgment was superb, Lawrence was
dashing and Flewcher strong, %ub there was a cor-
tain incoherency in the manpceuvres. The halves
played a distinotly good game, ‘and the defence
goenerally was very fine. Orr is quite the beat-
tempered and most Eportsmanhke back I knﬂm

The Lutor team worked on clever hne&, and
is the game for the league. It is quite the bem.
Luton team I have ever seen, and though not many
goals have been scored, the men may be encouraged
to persevere with thls gtyle. Durrant was very
dangerous until he was put out of court, ﬁu;  of the
others Turner struck me as the maaﬁ sffective,
theugh MoKeas distributed his pasees with good
judgment, H oldstock at centre-balf was h _ Brdly . a
gu cwas ; other wise the defen ce wm _' tisfactory,
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Southern League competition took the field
favourites in their match againgt Falham.,
The: Daily Express said :—As a game the tie
was good as Cap ties go. Luton were very much
in earpest, but beyond a pavent superiority it‘» il
half-back line they had no pull over the Yvest
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London team, who were dstermined triers %
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man, and, abave sll, Fletcher, the inside right, &
periect glutton for wor k. Two graﬁf_ ONLAIGE.
righte in Soar (Fulhamw) and Durrant (Lutoh)
showed exceptional s peed, foot:wnrk, - ceptreing,
and ghooting at goal. They were the star players
of the mateh. Darrant scored I:oll ton's only goal
with a lightning *‘ grounder ” which Fryer to < vang
but could not save. Dut he was CHPPIEC JESt

b

before half-time, and w1
lost their best forwaxd,
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