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Football,
The Southern League.

LUTON v, NEW BROMPTON.

Played at New Brompton on Sﬂ.tuniay!
Result: -~ |

The teams were as follow: —

Luton—Thompson; Bennett and McEwen;
F. Hawkes, White, and R Hawkes; Eaton
Storay, McKee, Turner, and Allsopp. :

New Brompton—Mertherill; McCurdy and
White; Llovd, Goldie, and Elliot ; Hr&{lburjr.
Robertson, Stovenson, Lissenden, and Singletoa,

Referee, Mr. 1';. S. ‘q.’u’;(dfmd (Ponder's End).

- Judging from the positions of the two Clubs
on the L*L_*n.gpﬂ‘ table, Saturday’s match looked
an easy ““snip ’ for the only unbeaten side 'n
tho competition. But when the New Brompton
home performances wre examined it will be ob.
served they have only suffered defeat on their
own pitch from Southampton. Indeed, I was
informed on arrival at the ground, they had
rever been beaten on the play in any match
at home €o far this season, their lowly positicn
notwithstanding. I know the Luton players re-
cognised they'would have no easy task, seeing
once bafore, in a South-Eastern League inazch.
the Rentish side had come out on top, ond thus
after being a goal behind.
L] - &

It wns somothing of a novelty to be playing a
Southern Leagune fixture away from Dunstable
road, for the journey to Kent was the first. under
these suspicea since the first Saturday of October,
wher: tha long jaunt to Plymouth was under
taken. Thus eleven weecks have passed into
history since the Lutonians had challenged a
temin on foreign soil for Southern League points.
As Durrant was scarcely sound, and in addition
was suffering from a bad cold, it was deemed
adavisable to play the same team which had car-
ried our colours in the most recent League co-
gegensents, Katon retaining the outside position
va the right wing, with Storey as his partner.

New Brompton made several compulsory
changes, chiefly the result of the strenuous Foot-
ball Association Cup lia encountors with Bristol
City. Clutterbuclk, Raisbeck, and Boucher being
the principal absentees. Our old friend, David-
scn, wis not brought 1in, and I understand he is
on the transfer list. I wonder where next ke
will be given a chance, for he has probably worn
tha colours of mnore Southern League clubs than
any other player, and will doubtless have some
shight difficulty in getting fixed up again as a
coLsequence.
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The crowd were rather slow in turning u
and when the teams came out there was qtglitnpr;
number of vacant spaces round the ropes. Still
by the time the players had got away there were

‘some 3,000 spectators present. This, I suppose,
must be reckonced fairly satifactory, considenng
the carly start and disappointing results attend-
ing the efforts of the home team. McEwen won
tho toss, and naturally took advantage of a
feirish wind. The first movement, however,
was in favour of New Brompton, Bradbury
gg’t'-‘.-mg_wdl up with the ball, but Bob Hawkes
nippcd in and spoilt a very promising opening by
neatly robbing tjm ex-Bristol right winger.

Ths Luton attack now made their presence
felt, and after some good work put in by this
division, McKee was observed making tracks to-
wards the New Brompton goal. But the referee
hed a little 1o say in stopping this well-meant
¢fort, and pulled Mac up for offside, to the
great surprise of friend and foe alike. Mr. Wal-
ford must have overlooked the fact of both backs
being 1n position in addition to the goalkeeper,
and thc Bromptonians openly chuckled at their

rcod fortune.
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Whenever Luton visit the dockyard neighbour-
hood, they get a small crowd of supporters in
the corner near their dressing-room, who usually

da their level best to cheer on the visitors. 'The

wame was scarcely five minutes old before this

Tittle knot of ex-Lutonians had a chance to give
vent to their feelings. McKee forced his way
through in his well-known style and passed the
ball right across to the left wing. Bob Hawkes
méde @ fine dash through, and meeting the
leather he worked himeelf into a good position
hoforo he let drive with a shot which beat the
goslkecper all the way, and Luton stood a goul
up.

Tor some minutos after this 1t appeared
that the home wam would go to pieces, and if the
Tuton forwards had only been able to. prees
‘heran the advantage obtained 1n midfield, it
weuld probably bave meant full points coming
Bedfordshire way. On one o€casion White tried
& long shot on his own, which nearly came off,
but Faton spoilt the opening by rotting offside.
Just after, the referee pulley McKee up for a
for1l on Goldie near the New Brompton uprights,
and thus another opportunity was thrown awny.
Still. althonzh at this point the work of the
Luton forwards was pretty to watch, 1t did rob

bring goals, and the play gradually veered round,
and the home attack had a greater chare i the

exnchanges.

Singleton mado the running on the left wing,
cuusing Bennett to kick out, the crowd jeering
meanwhile, But Jack could not do better for
his side, and, I presume, felt *_IIJEfJﬁEd in his
action, for he did it very deliberately. Tm-
madiately after this, McKee almost brougnt

about an equaliser by passing the ball the wrong
wa¥, and towards his own goal, but the home
team did not take advantage, probably not ex-
pecting help from this quarter. A little later
the Luton centre made amends by forcing |

play at the opposite end, and Baton worked him-
#clf into a very dangorous position, butt White
(New Brompton) got 1in his way, and gave &

corper, which was eﬂaily_ got away.

 Bradbury was fouled by McEwen. and
MceCurdy placed the resulting freo kick & In
Orr at ¥ulham, but Singleton was not able to
murn it <0 the same advantage, and the danger

made for o

passed awny. Strong appenls were
alt he tovenson fell within the fatal
bkl i & Adeaf to the entreaties

zrea, but the refereec was itre
of tha Now Brompton crowd, and the incident

passed off. - : £

It was now ihe turn of our left wing, and All-
sopn. getting the better of the argument with
- McCurdy, coused Maetherill to come out 1D
order to save from Turner. Coming agn,

finely to Eaton, but

Turner put the ball across hill
a nica movement was

the lat ide, and :
thun 'tmzﬁ; i llsopp also tried one on




From a breakawa ; : -
, y at the oppos
ton had a goad chance, for ']'hm} 2, Bingle

mokiog the save, but although i;mlﬂét. tht”bal.ﬂ

for the moment, he syece ' :
B ¢ y Iie succeeded in reaching i
throwing it away before the home furwarg;zﬁﬂlﬁg

Eﬁiti edvantage of the slip. Thompson, after
itﬁ' ::ivﬁd & couple of long attempts in gocdd
style, Luton being awarded a free kick on the

last occasion becaise Stevenson fouled the Luton

goalie after he iu:d got nd of the ball.
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The home side were doing better at this staga
than 2t any time previously, and had rather hard
lines when Stevenson struck the cross-bar with a
shot. which Thompson made little effort to get
at Saveral of the Luton forwards were lmping
Wwwards the interval, the result of encoun ters
with White, who is a big fellow. and not at all
the chap one would desire to meet in o charge
&t close quarters. Still, one other chance to
increase tha Score came to McKee, who was loft
In good position, and he let drive with all his
might. T am convinced Methenll had no idea
whero the ball was until it struck him, and the
home side were extremely lucky not to have u
second goal registered against them at the in-
torval, for the referce called the players off im-
modiotaly after this incident with the score 1—0

in favour of Luton.
- Y -

Iif-atarﬁng,l E;ubon afl?ﬁurm likely to settle
matters straight away, Allsopp getting the upper
haad of McCurdy after a fine sprint, but could

‘not make an opening, and the old Lutonian was

abla to get the ball away at a second attempt.
Just after, White tried a lone shot, but the direc.
tor. was ab fault. It was now <he turm of the
nght wing, and Eaton put across nicely to
McKee, who was well up, but our centre-forward
had hard luck with his shot, the ball just missing
tha goal, and pas-sml over the Ii:n? by the post.

At the opposita end Singleton made bad use of
a good chance by dropping the ball too far back,
and White rolieved the pressure. On the other
wing, Bradbury put in a hot one, which Thomp-
son did well to get away. It was by this time

appurent that the home players were finding

their feet, and with the wind in their favour

would want somo stopping if Luton were to

maictain their unboaten certificate.

A fino individual piece of work on the part of
Bob Hawkes almost resulted in a second goal,

' but Bob just failed to steer the ball between the

sticks. He was deservedly cheered by the
crowd, and it was distinetly hard lines, for he
was fouled no fewer than four times.in forcing
his way through the New Brompton lines, the
roferas duly noting the infringements, but allow-
ing the game to proceed, as Bob cleverly sur-
mounted the difficulty each time. This incident
was really the last time Luoton were really dan-
gerous, with the exception of a breakaway, when
Er.ton notched llle sacu::ud goaJi



: Plfty was chiefly in the Luton half, and
McEwen was compelled to ccnicede a corner with
Bradbury in possession, after a centre from the
opposita wing. 'This was well placed, but. Goldie
headed over, and the pressure was temporarily
relioved. After this. corners In favour of New
rompton wore far too numerous to be pleasant
to Lutonians, and it must be conceded it was a
slice of luck when from one of these kicks Eaton
got away while one of the linesmen and half the
New Brompton team: were appealing because the
ball had gone over the line. Metherill saved &t
tha first attempt, but could not hold the ball,
and it was found safely in the net.
- L

This happened  after twenty minutes’ play in
the second half, and it looked good business for
a win, especially when the defensiva record of
our side was taken into consideration. But the
play was soon at the opposite end once more,
and from another corner kick the ball was bob-
bing about in front of Thompson for some time.
At last the referee blew his whistle, and pointed
t» the centre, giving a goal to New Brompton.
Whether this was a correct ruling or no could
not ba judged from the Press box, but Thomp-
son declared after the match that the ball never
passed over the line, cither in the air or on the

gr1ound.
- (-] »

The crowd woke up at this good fortune. and
gave the home players eviry encouragement
W hite (New Brompton) was brought into the at-
tack in order to force the game, MecCurdy being
loft in sole charge at full back. The pressure
was well sustained, and the move had the justifi-
eation of success, for the full back had the satis
faction of driving home the e ualiser amid loud
cheers. From this point to ﬂw end there was
only one team in 1t, and that was not Lutorn.
Tdeed. for the first time thus season, they were
Jucky in getbing away with o division of the
spoils; Stal they were undefeated; and, this 18
o big thing, sceing Preston North FEnd, the only
other undefested side In ihe principal Leagues,.
went down to Bamnsley. Thus Luton arve' left

plono in their glory. y

When Eaton sccured the second goal, T quile
thought full points would come to Luton, but on
tho day’s play I must admit New Brompton fully
decorved all they got. Their goalkeeper was
making his initial appearance in the Southern
League, but was not found a deal of work,
MecCurdy and White having the Luton forwards

wo!ll in hand, and thus kecping the ball away

from tha vicinity of the home uprights as much

as possible. The lnst-named was none too gentle

‘0 his methods, and the Luten right wing borg

marks of his attentions long before the interval,
r - -

Goldia was probably the most effective mem-
bor of tha middle line, while considering the

olanges forward, tho attacking brigade must be
awarded praise, with Stevenson the most dan-

Zerous. . 3 3

¥or Luton, Thampson, as usual, played well,
and was in no way hlameworthy with either goal.
At full back, probably Bennett got, through the
moss offective work, but Mclbwen was elways 1n
avidenos when required. Among the halves Bob
Hawkes took tho eyo of the orowd, but White
was probabl nquuﬁ}' as good, slthough m a

difforont style. Allsopp and Turner furnished

tha better pair forward, bul undoubtedly they

y assisted by Bob Hawkes, who

were [red ‘
geveral times wias equal to a third member ol
this wing, und was a great factor in forcing the

come on his ride. Faton olso did wonderfully
woll in Durrant’s position, until brought further
behind in the closing stages to assist the defence

Durrant will slmost cortainly turn outi Christ-
mas Day v. Clapton Orient, and should his leg
stand, will take Lis usual place with Eaton as his

partner during the holiday matches. Personally,
this is tho team I should like to see for 1he
friendly: Thompson; Benneth and McEwen
F. Hawkes, IMoldstock, and White; Durrant, R.
Hawkes, McKee, Turnsr or Storey, and Eaton.

What say you? = % ¥
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