Football.
The Southern League,

LUTON v. NORTHAMPTON.
Pigyed at Luton on Boxing Day., Result:—

FMBRNE Ciiiavisin K alinin s R 1 goal.
NOTERAMIPLOIL S seeresrerrirersces nil.
- - -
e teais were as follow:—

{ibon—Thompson; Bennett and McEwen:
F. Howkes WhiEE. and R Hawkes; Durrant,
Falon, MeKes, Turner, and Allsopp.

Nogthampton—Lerkins; Clark and Murrell;
Neal, Geifhiths, and Howe; Frost, Brown, Ben-

Low, Mclntyre, and Murray
Poferce, Mr. W, H. London,

Uhe woeather, though threatening, wues de-
pidavlly favourabla for this game, aud the spec
getors rolled up i such numbers ag o make the
Latoa direztors regret very much that they had
to ivida Lthe gate with the visiting club. A
pooling arrabgement, it appcared, had been
enteredd into, by which Northumpton were to
take holl the proceeds at Luton, a simileur divi
sita to tnkeo pluce on the ocecasion of the return
mateh ot Northampton on Easter Monday.

&

The attandance on Saturday was certainly
ine larecst this season, and there must have been
aver 6,000 people present. Not for a long, long
time had rhe stand accommodation been go
soverely tested, and the officials had the quite
unusunl experience of closing the turustile and
relwainge to take more money, in consequence of
Inck of room.
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With all these people present, many of them
unoh being regular fnhuwt-rs of the game, some
ol us ware hoping that Luton would mse to the
cecaslon and pivo sueoh o display as would mako
thi lookers-on regret that they did not more
clien viuat the ground. The home teamn had
everything g their favour, but alas, they alto-
Lelher falled to take advantage of thelr oppor-
bbby, 2

a 5 °

The forwards gave a veally heartbreaking din-
clay.  Attaoking for fully three-parts of the
gume, thoy fuiled to moke openings whioch
soemed well wrthiu their reach, and when the
openings did eome they failed oven more sig-
nially to burn them to account. I am quite ready
to admit that Northampton, who started with
cnly ¢on men, Clark having missed his train,
ylaved deaperately hard in defence, but stll,
alier makine every allowance on that head,
thore was no excuse at all for Luton having (o
be sntisfied with one gonl, and that from a very
ursatisfuotory kind of penalty.




{o the early stages, a beautiful pass by Bob
Llawkes opabled Allsopp to ret in a sensations)
a1t of centre, Perkins having some difficulty in
tippine tha ball over the bar. Nothing came of
this gr any other of the corners that fell to Luton
during the game, and 1t must be confessed thaf
corners have been of comparatively little value
fo them all throuch ““:: eas01.

Soon alierwards, Bob Hawkes, in going for
weal, was tripped on just the safe side of the
pocalty line, and the free kick was not turmed
to seoount. For some time after this, Luton at-
tacked with great spirit, but Perkins was nob
greatly worried, « good long shot by White giv.
ing im aa much trouble as any. The Cobblers
got away now and then, and once Brown sernf
m a terrific shot, which Thompson saved and
elenredd 1 snlendid style.
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After Eaton, from an offside position right o
lvout of the Northampton goal, had hit tha
erosehal, A serimmage ensued upon a centre by
Allsopp, wund it looked any odds on Luton’s
sucoess, but Perkins at last managod to effect o
Aearancs. Two exciting incidenis occurred just
Lefore the interval. In the first case IFrost,
oluding o dash by MeEwen, was making a very
dangecous-looking run, but just as Lie was get:
ang tnto Thompson's proxinuty he trod on the
hall and fell down. Luton immediately trans-
(eried the play to the other end, and Turner had
a clenr un, but being chailenged by ons of
vha backs, he ehot rather wildly and sent wida
of tha mark. -
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The second half was very much a repefition
of the fiist. Early on Turner had a glorious
chanee of opening the ccore, Mcekee {'llﬁﬂﬂ'i“?
the backs and Jeaving his comrade with the gos
at his moray. Instead of taking the ball m, ag
be might easily have dene, Turner trusted (o
his shooting powers, and his frust was not was-
ranfted by the result, for the ball went over foe
bar.
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Allsopp threw away another opportunity by
[ailing to meet the leather from a cross fram tho
cAhey wing, and if it had not been for tha
peuulty, the probability is that (ge homestars
could have gone on playing t:ll now without gat-
iil'fg.{ the ball into the net. But before the
t cuslty was oiven, Northampton gave the speo-
fators a very anxious moment, Benbow getting
ali=olutely clear. Thompson, however, ran out
Lo ineal bk, and Le shot 5t1‘uight. at the cus
tadian, who was loudly cheered for his olaver
taclics.
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The penalty was given aboulb twenty minuies
treme the finich. but for what it was awarded [
wits yuite unable to seo. Bob Hawkes tuling tho
kiclk, wldod to hig reputation as o sure and cer:
tain shot by «uecessfully netting the ball, though
Terkins, wetting on the run directly the whistle

sounded, did lis hest to smother the attempt.
L | L -

Aftar this, Northampton resorted to the cue-,
back =amne and strengthened their attack, the
bLitila being waged with a fierceness which mads
the proesedings full of excitternent. There wus
Lo wnore seoring. but Luton were never sure of
Hieor victory until the whistle went, and Norih
ampton had overy rcaston {o feel proud of the
extramely cood fight thE_v had Jnade,
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The Luton forwards, as already stated, gave
a very disappnintine display, the left wing being
partioularly at fault, whilst the right wing was
#0t nearly ns effective as it had been in recent
matehes. Of the half-backs, Bob Hawlies was
the best by o long way, and he really performed
in splendid style 'E:'red wes very good, bab
White, though active and stubborn us usual in
delence, did not affordl ithe forwards the best of
Support 1y, attuack.
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Both backs played « dashing game—some-
Wines the dash was just o little more conspioucus
b diseretion—but Bennett would lLave done
bofler hind  he shown less feeling.  Very
eally in the match, he was guilty of several quite
unprovoled fouls,  Thompsen did not have a
great deal (o do, but whenever tested hoe woas
tound to boe ps uEmrb m:d rnlin.'l}le aa over,

Perking also showed fine form in goal for the
visttors. and i Saturday’s exhibition was & Fair



sample of what he has been doing thiy season,
ba 14 in no way responsible for the Cobblers’
lowly position. ™ The Northampton defence al-
ogother wwas much stronger than might have

Bway: 'That heiﬂg'sﬂ* it was diff
for the fact that of &
Latl only wmi thyeo.
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My

Millward should have refereed in Satair-
dag’s matoh, und was in attendance to fulfil his
angagemont, but being uuwﬂl the whistle was
entrusted to Mr. Loudon, whose place on the
line was taken ll_‘if Mr. Dackrill.
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Whilst Luton were just scraping home through
tLo medium of u penalty kick, West Ham were
readering them very useful servico by defeating
Southamypton, and thanks are also dus to Read-
ing for heating Plymouth. We are indebted to
Tottenham for drawing with Portsmouth, but
we should have liked it all the Lotter had they

yot another goal and bagged the two points in-
stoad of only one. £ £
.

Tha gate at the match on Boxing Day realized

a trifle aoved £164, which constitutes a record
for & mxpenny gate in Luton.
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