LUTON v. KETTERING
Clayed at Luton on Monday., Result:—
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The Luolon team was identical with that
which did duty on Suturday, and the Kettering
representatives were as follow : —Dorrington ;
Bcaworth aad Draper; Woods, Eccleston, and
Grant; Webb, Smith, Leigh, Morris, and

Hactwell I{ct’e.rm, Mr. H Walker (Reading).
[ ] -

Thers was a surprisingly large sttendance at
this mateh on Monday, considering the cold and
oheerless state of the woather. Perhaps the fact
that 1f was 1ne concluding mateh of the firsg
*halt of the season and that so far Luton had
canaped defeat 1in the League tournament, con-
stituted an additional attraction, for the merits
of the matelv itself ywere hardly sufficient to
meccunt for the presence of three thousand per-
anna ot such a day.
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Wheayp the time for the kick-off arrived, the
toterea bad neot put in an appearance, and M.
Ackell, o linesmen, took his place for the time
hewng, Mre. . W. Walker temporarily officiat-
tng om the line. The ground was in a terribly
predsy condition, and zlins were fiequent, while
fowards the finish it became very difficult to
et thaball out of the mud in the centre of the
teld . = " *

wettering won the foss, but there was very
Little in 1t After a short spell of mid-field play,
tha visitors got away on the richt, and McEwen
oorceded a corner to Webb, who placed beauti-
fully, the Luton goal d4s a consequence having
acyvoral narvow escapes. Hartwell next profited
hy o miss by Bennett, and placed across the
moutds of goal. l.mt ’ngnb slmi.:' miserably wide.

Somo further attempts by tha visitors were
frustrated by McEwen, who was loudly cheered
for some dashing and effective work, and Luton
then made the running and forced a corner,
which was badly placed by Allsopp. A beauti-
ful contre by Durrant put the Kettering goal in
rroat jeopardy, the ball being kept hovering
round tho mouth for some seconds, and pressure
was only relieved by a corner. 'The defenders
hax only breathing time allowed them. how-
ever, far after Allsopp had placed, the ball went
curh bo White, and he drove it home with all the
power he could put bﬁl}md it



¥or a time play ruled much i1n Luton’s
favour. and Durrant was fouled as he was clos-
ing in, but the free kick was not turned to
awocount. McecEwen was again cheered for the
way in which he nipped a Kettenng effort in
tho bud, and Allsopp afterwards hit the cross
bar with a lovely shot, just as the whistle
seanded for offside. Durrant next middled all
along the goal-line, and Domington falling in
ar, nttempt to reach the ball, Turner had a fine
chance. but shot wide.
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A moment luter, following upon a well-placed
corner, Allsopp very cleverly screwed the ball
into goal, but was given offside. Then the visi-
t5rs took a furn and were rewarded with four
corners in auick succession. Luton had no
socner oleared from these than Kettering were
down again, and centres from right and left
cave the home defence a very anxious time.
- The homesters responded with a good run, and
Lat an unproductive corner, but Kettening got
asvay aeain, tand some amusement was caused

V- the reforea’s CULICUS dt’}t‘i&'iﬂms.
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[eizh. [ think it wasg, received the ball in a
pelpably offside position, but Mr. Walker ig-
aored the wnpeoal of the Luton players and the
proteste of (he spectators. When, howevar,
after =ome smurt combined work, the Kettering
forwards cot in the vieinity of the Luton goal,
the whistls woent for offside, although there did
not then seem to be a suspicion of offside about
it The rrowd took it that Mr. Walker, recog:
nising his Hrst mistake, attempted to reotify it
b wnother. and there certainly appeared to be
some justification for the assumption.
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A Breallinnt yun by ths Luton right wing, from
w Dass by MclKen, . took the pl&j’ to the
othay end, and a vigorous attack ensued, in the
cour<e of which several chances presented them-
selves. but nothing more tengible than a corner
noorued.  Webh responded with a nice run for
the viciters, and Fred Hawkes was fortunate in
heading away the shot with® which the outside
cizht finishad up. From a fine centre by Tur-
ney b the other end, McKee had only the cus-
todian to beat, but Dorrington caught the shot
amid swas charged over by the centre forward
izt as he zot l;ifl of ti'u* -ba.]l.*

(iood pluy by Baton put Tuton on the aggres-
sive weain, but after another fruitless corner,
Ui visitors «of wway from an offside position,
which eseaped the referee’s notice, and cven-
tnally a centre from the vight wing enabled
HartweR to oot the cqualising goal, after
Thompson had saved well from Leigh. Luton
mada vigorons efforts to recover their lead, and
Dyoper and Co. were very severely put to it
to keep thom out, bub in this they succeeded, |
an the .ill'"l"l*l’;t.].ﬂ.]'!'i‘i.’t'if with Emnnrurs ensy. |

Tatlon <tarted the second half as though they
micant business, and except for one or two runs
v the visitors, fnirly monopolised the play. All
the attompts at goul-getting b;r the forwards,
however, went awry, Durrant failing badly on
one or twoe occusions, and it was again left to
Wiite to oive the homesters the lead. This he
dic! from u centre by Allsopp, putting in two
rattling shiots, the first rebolinding off onae of the
defonders and the second finding the net. This
mu~t huve mode the ecentre-half a wonderfully
hoappy mau, and he had o very trying but very
gratifying ordenl to go through i the hand:
ghakioe he peccivod from the rest of the team.




For some time after this Luton again had al)
‘ the best of the play, but no matier how oiten
ths forwards got the ball up (o the neighbour-
hood of goal, they always seemad to be lacking
at the fuush, "Turner and McKee i particular
ralsed hopes again and again, playing splen-
didly unti they got within shooting range, and
tien kicking bxdly or passing sut to the Wings
when 1t seemed that only a final effort was
wanted to achieve success
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Towards the finish Kettering did rather more
than defend, and McEwen withdrew Eaton
from the forward line to the assistance of tho
backs and half-backs. Notwithstanding this, or
rerbaps because of it, the visitors pressed with
considerable vigour, and just upon time were
rewarded with a corner. Webb placed nicely,
aud another corner resulted, from which the
ball was headed just by the upright. It was the
last incident of note, and the spectators. and
probably the Luton players, were glad enough
to bear tha whistle go.
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Although the Luton forwards showed so bad-
ly in the scoring department, they played much
better tootball than on Saturday, but the right
glug agamn did not come up to the Eaton and
| Storey combination. Durrant tries too often to
take the ball to the farthest possible poing ba
fore putting in his centre, whercas Eaton al-
inost invariably middled at ogce, placing the |
bail about ten yards from goal instead of aim-
ing for the goal itself, and there can be no
doubt that his is the more effective method.
McKee and Turner ‘worked together beautifully
| 1n mmd-field, but failed at the cructsl moment.

Allsopp played 8 very _gmd gamo

-

Of the halves, White was the mast con-
spicuous.  Of course, his two goals singled him
out for special netice, but apart from that he
played a good game under extremely bad con-
ditions, the going in the middle of the pitch
poing very heavy. Fred Hawkes was respon-
eiblo for some capital work, but Bob, who did

“o well on Saturday, was not at ell up to fomm
on this cocasion, McFEwen was up to fall' con-
cert pitch at back. and though lie made ane or
two mssas, the almost inevitable restlt of “his
dashing tactics. ‘his was nevertheless a great per-
formance. - Bennett likewise gave a first-rate
Eﬂgjbitlﬂlh and Thompson did his little well in
oal.
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As to the visitors, it is not necessary ta gay
much, except that in view of their capital dis-
I;l}ay_ one cannot quite understand some of the

atings they have received. Both backs were
very sound, the outside forwards showed to
considerable advantage, and the other men also
gava a good aeccount of themselves. With all
thet, however, they should have been besten
om Monday by more t:!iurn a 51;:12_:1@ goal.

Mcenday's victory took Luton to the top of
the League table. It will be seen that they have
only tho same number of points ss Southamp-
ton, but are entitled to precedence by reason of
a slightly better goal average, and, moreaver,
they have three matehes in hand.

Goals,
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Plyd. Wn. Lt. Dn. For, Agst. F.

Luton Towm ............... 15 4 0 6 21 10 24
Southampton............... 18 10 4 4 39 20 24
T Y e e P 17 o) 3 6 27 18 92
Plymouth Areyle......... 16 9 4 8 27 13 21
Portsmouth ............16 9 4 8 23 18 4}
15§10 R LR L e s i s 9 S LERR L | 20
Bristol Rovers ............ 16 8 6 2- 82 A8 1B
Queen's Parkk Rangers.., 16 7 5 4 98 18 18
Wellingborough ......... 14 6 6 25 21 Nl
Brentford | . i ssasia 15 5 7 B 14 389 183
Swindon Town ........... . 16 4 7 B 18 2 1R
Tottenham Hotspur...... 15 A 6 85 150 e
West Ham United ...... 14 4 1 b gt g 11
1 b S A e e s 18 2 5 6 10 13 10
KOt INE ¥\ s e itucanarnacans 16 4 10 a2 16 84 10
New Brompton.,.......... 16 . 8 6 10 26 10
Northampton............... 17 4413 S 37 : 40 10
Brighton and Hove...... 14 8 8 S 21 #2R d
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The fight of the season on the Town ground
15 that which will take placz on Saturday next,
when Southamptoa will take the field against
the Luton team Although a defegt would still
leave Luton 1n a rcla,tivery bettor pesition than
the Saints, 1t would seriously shake our faith
in the ability of the homesters to preserve the
rreugl placo to *qihich they have attained.

The display of the home forwards in rocent
aames does not warrant undue optimism. In
the laat threa matches they have only scoxed o
gual betweon them, which is certaiuly far from
saticfactory. 'The question 1s: “an the forward
line be improved? Perscnully, I think with the
material at cocmmand, i1t could be very much 1m
proved, but probably the directors, knowing how
n.uch blame they would incur if they made sn
| alteration, and then sustained defeat, will ‘pre-

for to leave things as t&ev are.

That is perfectly matural, but at the samec
time it mnst be obvious to anybody that we
cannot expect to go on winmng matches on
reeent form. Luton must get goals as well as

prevent other teamg from getting them, and if
the forward line; as now arranged, 1s not equal
to the task. it becomes the duty of the directors
to look out for the weak spots. I should be
the last to advocate unnecessary changes, but at
the same time I feel absolutely sure that an
alteraticn could be made with great advantage.
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