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The teams were as follow:—-

Luton—Thompson ;. Beunctt and MeEwen S
. Hmwkea,-r White, and/ R. Hawlkes ; Durrant,
Eaton, McKee, Storey, and Turner. ;

Sotuthampton — Clawley; Robertson  and
Molyneux; Lee, Bowman, ;1-;1d Meston ; Smoker,
Spence, Harrison, Fraser, and J. Twner.

Referee, Mr. A. Barker (Hanlev): li |
Messrs, J. Foster and R. Mfﬂ;n(ﬂ ﬁdﬂiﬁ?ﬁmn’
- - -

1t must have made the hearts of the Laton
dirgctors rejoice as their vwners gazed. upon
-ther packed mass ‘of “huranity - gathored four.
square around the playing arena at Bury Pack -
on Saturday afternoon. - That is conjecture;
but ‘there was no doubt at-all about-the whale-
bearted enthusiasm: and satisfaction of the 7,000 .
spectators a8 they’ left” the ground soon -after !
[cur a'clock. Their fuvourites had gained ' the
day by 1—0, and last season’s champions were |
fthe victims. ‘
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It 1s true there is nothing very overwhelming
about a one-goal-to-nil victory, but remember-
tng the calibre of their opponents, and the fact
that the Iatonians could claim nearly three-
parts of the play, supporters of the Fome team
telt that the win was very creditable indeed, and
very, very satisfactory. With half the season
gone, the Luton combination finds itself well at |
the top of the table, with fewer matohes played
than any of its neavest rivals.
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As the teams tocok the field they were given a
boisterous reception, and it i3 worthy of note
that the local spectators were not one whit less
enthusiastic in their reception of the visitors—
# splendid testimony to the sportsmaenlike |
¢hange which has come over the game in recent
years. Mac hed his usual luck in winning the
tosy, ancl he chose to defend the lower half of
the fielid, although 1t must be said thati {or once
the spin of the coin gave no materal advantage |
to either sids, but it was & good omen, and a
such 1t was received.

@ @ @

From the outset ¥ was evident that, despiic
all the attenlion which had been given to the
turf, it was not in a comfortable state from, the
players’ point of view, and, as al natural conse-
" quence, there was a tendency to go about just a
hittla gingorly in the opeaing stages, bub this
soon wore off, and in spite of an occasionat slide,
the game became as fast and exciting as under
more normal conditions. The visitors, 1t may
ba stated, had taken the precaution to bandaye
their knees, in order to minimise the danger.

arising from fa-lii- < .

After the ball had been set in motion, there
were cne or two sharp passes, and then, urgesd
on by a mighty cheer, the Luton men rushed
the ball up the field, but Turner, who was pos-
sibly a little strange to his new position, gaye
the visitors a. free kick for offside when things
were beginning to look dangerous for the safety
of their goal. It was, however, a good pegin-
uing, and quite satisfied the oulookers that,
small as the Faiton men looked against their
burly c:-ppmu-.ntﬂ,. they were wEll mettled.

In the preliminary encounters, Harrison fell
over Wh‘ig and wreﬁmhed his ehn-uldur.? but he
seemed little the worst after a moment's lubri-
cation As the game progressed Southamptoa
soon: found the locals like o packet of needles—
showing points everywhere. To Luton fell the
first aorner, and there was no flukiness about 1t
either. . Hardly three minutes .later Glﬁ‘-?lﬂ-‘.?
was called upon to fist out a stinging shct = pre
sented with Mr. Durran fs D':‘rmfllm*ﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁf-
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Southampten retaliated, and worked their
way into the home quarters by i series of effec:
tive passes wkich took the ball right across the
ﬁﬂl_dr_but J. Tuwmner, to whom remained the
finishing touches, had not & chance—the ubiqui-
tous Bennety was in the way, and he both
smothered the ball and his opponent’s hopes of

seeing Southampton one up.
L " 7

Durrant, who was showing tip-tcp form, then
Put i1n m pretly pieco of work, but he slipped alb
B critical moment, and the ball was scon bound-
ing dowy the field again. Turner made thoe
nexi sally from the opposite .w:qri{;, but the oppos: |
- Tig backs wero careful o crow: him in, so! that
| ?hﬂh he shot there wag liktle cngnco of registor-

1l : . .

g ﬂa poiut, = S =

Luton were certainly haviog by for the best of
matters, but omnce more thoy scemed haunted
by that fotal inability:to soore. On ohe 00wx
slon Eaton, when well within the penalty nred,
passed ouf to his wing wher it loolked o0& though
he had n clear shot hefore him, and, not many
winutes later, Durrant pub the boil mio the
mouth of goal, und it Wwos hoaded by llﬂ{u"l}’
CVery one of the forward line, and. in aomeclusion,
Brucefully tipped over EIE bu:r.. F

L]

P-ﬂl“i.l'thmn]»jt.:m burst awiy from t1nNe to t'u_m:,
but it looked as though they yere rese::wt%g’

iemselyoer for the defenstve gamo: Repeaiedly

thay 09, and when
. wWore & : yeatben: on tact1cs, Wa

Frﬂﬂﬂ-r it bad
and Turner on the leth, .
fi:'rwqrda on the right, gob post tl“} }mnid rj;
ia : R {}f i oy or

i wan generally & CO B " Loe there.

tarthor ' —MceEwen and Benn
- - e

The hombardment of f:'vuuthmmpt‘ﬂn'ﬂ goal con-
t{:‘““d- and they have to thank thumﬁelvT t-h[tt.
0y are posscssed of an oxcceadingly capable U?H
tud.'ltn. Timos alter e, 08 E]}m*tintm helo .|
thoir breath in expectation, (lawley s ﬁ:—;t mn}l?
Et“.ﬂﬁll the ball and an opéell coal, or hae mufif,‘ '
<l k'.‘:'kf'd g9 the case mi Wt be. It wos [Its-
Whpointing, but, aftor all, fhat 18 half the beauty
=] b L .
d by o foul givem |

The liove
he pressure was elieve : -
{"“Eﬂ_lnat Pred fTawlees, nnd from the ik Fi}lﬂi‘-‘l‘
ooked dangoerous, but Durrant came up t:hn-l i0 [1'
i fhe npick of tyme, and left the uforesald P pyo
Blaring blanlly for the Sanished ball At W&
Hh“.g'htful to seo the little local men bustling ‘
101 big nppmgntg_ s -
L
Thomnsor ed w (or his flrst
. 1 was now callel upor
Oriouy ﬂlii-vn of tho game, and, of cOurse. ho il
o1& whorg Lo was wunied—somehow ThomPer
Ywiys is. A seomert later Mad did un uquﬂ}’
‘tﬁnﬂ"i“i'tfrrium piece of worl, coning ‘?rf&,ﬁméf
A and faki v Dhall av from 4. .
d taking the ball away e whal

ous time. It was o
Luton/y liftle Hmun gave them b Southuwmp ton

i gy

}I. i ﬁ:iﬂ old ;r.rﬂu,-r.! o i e
A couple of fouls againsk Frod, Mawles Just |
'ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬂé- l:‘].n’apﬂ.-F -[mn'ﬁry aron made hings lool dan-
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gerous for the homesters, but the Saints failed
-« uake the most of their opportunities.  Sooy

¥

o A foul 1 favour of MeKee in a ssnmilar

ition at the oppasite end of the field was
<en by Bennett, who tried o greased lightning

hot which iust grazed the bar.
L] L -

- About this time, the repeated ontlaughts on

Clawley's charge must have made that player
envy his confrere in the opposite goal.: The
maost notable attack was by Turner, who, from
long range, sent in & bouncing shot that momen-
taxily mystified the eustodian, but, although he
wes caught 1 two minds he managed to keep
1t beyond the preeincts: In the last few minutes

| of the first half the Saints’ right wing tried to

rush the hull past MeKwen and Thompson, and
Thompson had just cleared with a lofty one
when the whistle blew, and the teams retirad
with a cloan soore sheet
- * -
~ The second half proved much more intereat-
ing and exciting than the first, and the crowd
followed with the utmost keenness every inci-
| dent in the football drama being enacted hefore
them. Play from the start was fast. No sooner
was the ball in motion than the cromyd.discoxered
" that Turner and Storey had changed places, the
I lattey now playing in the outside-left position.

¢ du the previous half this wing had pot been

[ anything Jike so good as: the.right wing, and
subsequent play  showed: the wasdom of - the

change.” Tn the carly ‘exchanges Mac, in frying-
tc negoclato Spence and Smoker, yielded n

| corner, this ‘being the first the visitiors had

gained. |\ 8

8 | . @ L ﬁ i

The ball was well placed from the flagstaff,
bus Turner beuded away. It was just after this
that the homasters suffered a misfortune by the
temporary loss of Haton, who was lamed and
had to retire. During his absence, Siorey part-
nered Durrant, leaving Turmier with the left
wing tio himself.
. [ ] D

The visitors for a time attacked with caonsider-
able persistence, and the spectators felt in rather
& gloomy mood, but happily Eaton soon eame
out again, and though he still appeared to be
under some disadvantage, he nevertheless cou-
trived to render very useful service. He had
hardly returned, however, before another stop-
page had to be made, Robertson kicking Stovey
rather badly and receiving a caufion in conse-
quenoe,

g e . e o .

From the free kick Bob Hawkes pliced nicaly
and ‘Olawley had to save. The Saints. quickly
transferred the play. and ‘a centret by Smoker
gave gome trouble, while a further effortiby Hax-
rison was nullified by offside. . Luton retaliated.
and emart attempts were imade by Durrant and
| ¥. Hawkes, Clawley' successtully “dedling with
the first, but the other resulting in a corner.
Storey placed well, and a very sultiy thoe
ensued, but at last White raised the siege by
sending over,

® ” s

Storey next made a good run on his own,
winding up with a hot shot which rebounded off
one of the bacls. McEwen afterwoards aroused
enthusiasm by a dashing bit of worl, not only
repulsing an #3sault, but seizing en opening and
finishing Lis effort with a fine long shot, bang
into goal, Clawley having to kick out.

o i o

|
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Try as they would, however, it ceemed bthatb
Laiton could not score, despite the plaintive ap-
peal of an occupant of the grand stand, who
said, ““Just one goal, Luton; you deserve two,
but one’ll do?” From a good centre by Dur-
rant McKee made a desperate attempt bo get
through, but Clawley ran out and cleared just
in the nick of time.

' [ ] L L

A moment later, Durrant got away again,
and a good cross shot looked bound for a geal,
but the ball passed close by the opposite post.
Katon followed on with a smart shot, and then
Durrant, who was going great guns, wes once
miore making for goal, when one of the Sotonians
—Measton, L.think it was—collared him aod held
nim- fast. -

® @ ®

The referee, without a moment's hesitaiion,
awarded a penalty, and amidst breathless ex-
citement Bob Ilawkes, the heco of so many

| penalty kicks, ‘was called forward to undertake
|, the all-important task. There ywere not many

who' would have cared to take on the responsi-
bility at this crifical stage, for it wanted only
about fifteen minutes to time, buti Bob appearcd
to be as cool as a cucumber.

o L) >

Clawley came out to the six-yards’ line,
the whistle blew, Bob fook one or tyo
steps and  kicked, and the next moment
the ball wes in the  net. - Then the
pent-up. feelings of the crowd found
relief, and there was such a shosting and cheer-
112 ond waving of handkerchiefs as had not heea
seen on the gmu;id for many a_;laug day. - |

In the little time that remained, the-visitors.
made very determined efforts (o get on level
terms apain, and several times the Lnton goal
was in imminent danger, whilst from another
run by Durrant, Southampton nuirowly escaped
having o second penalty given against them fora
brip. For the most part, however, the home-
sterg were content to defend, and this they did
mght well, the result being a plorous victory
cver & team which had not bowed the kuoee to
Luton for some years past.

L @ L

Considering the frozen state of the ground,
the gamo was a very fine one, and the result
was quite in eccordance with the play, for tak-
ing the mateh all through, Laton had fullyfyo-
thiirds of the play. But the homesters met with
a very strong defenco—almost as strong as their
own, in {aot—for Clawley was zafe in goal,
Robertson and Molyneux played very resolutoly
at bagk, and the ilﬂ.l\'l"‘.ﬂ also performed well.
Forward, however, the Saints were deocidedly
wenk, Harrison and Turner being the only men
b0 Inspive any fear,

a o E

Thompson, the lhome custodan, had compara-
tively littla to do, but he showed himself as
clover and relinble as usual when called upon.
Doth backs played a great game, and Mao ywus
decidedly the best back an the field. ITe and
Bob Haowlkes had o rare game with the South-
amptlon right wing, and Bob could aa.fulf 20
whore the fightt was thickest and then weturn,
if the ball went oup to Smoker or Spence, in
tima to put the stopper cn. Tadeed, this hap.
poned so often that it came to he rvegarded as
quite o matter of course

. - - "

Tred Howkes and White both gave an excel:
lont necount of themselves, (ully mertting the
confidence placed in them, butl tha forwacds,
cwing perhaps in some monsure to the condition
of the ground and to a greater extenh to the
stroneth of the defence opposed to them, were ¢
little diswppointing. Dwirant was quite the
most eonspleuous of the five, but 1t was in the

sncond half that he showed o the pgreatost

o v bz = o &

MceKoe struck me as bemg w little Dit off-
colouy, and fthe left wing svas foas from suceess:




'l ;i_‘i'.ﬁh%ﬂﬁﬁt. P?”‘{,‘}é’,f didl an
-t and Beorey N ioon, and Baton, as usisd,

: | _ | nel  unse
pésiEin o B e hest onb of ouk ! .

R

h bettor work

hen thioy thanged PUeth Lyl th Wiy

iretighs Bat to geb b ) o 2
wards, I think Durrant gﬂd Eaton ought 4 .
tho oxtreme men, with Btorey ‘nsndo-r ht wne
Turner inﬁide-lnf&. Jaton certainly playod o
wonderfully effective
Talt Wis on .-tlm.in]umg It 7

5 Buturdny next, Tuton will hove o ﬁplqmlid
cpportunity of avanging their defeat in the Cup:

tie, ns they are due to visih Fulbago ﬂ%}f;’i

tor's cup of joy, I have no doubt, would

and brimming over if, in addition (o knocking

Luton ot of the
distiniobion of inflicting upon them |

Southern Lengue defoat, bub I hope the L
niong will ma ¢ 1o mis:uku- blim L.

game oatside when Disis

tition, they had the
panikips ﬂ‘:ﬂ'ir first

I winy quite confident thot Fulhoum oo nat,hﬂ.in_s'ﬁ

like o ood o teas g Lmton, ond that thoy
woan in the Cup-tie by the merest fluke. But weo
must ot haye another fluke of the same kind,
ar people will be making compansme—Imuch
Luton's detriment. Lot our forwards pul onl
thoir ehooting boots foy the occasion, and laf, our
halves and backe be on their T-nm-rd_ agoinst freo
kicks, and then ye shall bo ull right.
-

Eaton, I am sorry to hear, will not be sble 1o
maoke the journey, not having sufficiently ro-
covered from the mishap last Saturdoy, when

o Sotonion landed on his foot.
have. plenty of talept in the front afrllg, wit

Durrant and Storey on the right wing, lsopy |
and Turner on the left, and McKee 1n the cen- |

tre, and T shall quite I k for a win. But there
is onoe point upon which I swould cornestly ap-
peal to the forwasrds, dnd that 15, not Lo over

the short pussing,
o v o
It i« announced that Fulham have signed on

Still, we shall

Gioldie, the left half-back who played for Liyer-.

ool last season, and, with ftwo other Liverpool
players, was suspended until Jan, 1st for certainl
irregularities in connection with his signing On
for Portsmouth. Goldie is said to be the best
left, half-back in the country, FPlymouth haye
also made a capture in the person ok James
Crabtree, the well-known Aston Villa, player.
[ am not quite sure whether Goldie will b

quaelified to play against Luton next Salurday.

. o ® ®
Whilst (he first teamn are syway, & match of

considerable interest will be provided on the .

Mown ground by the meetmg of the Reserves

and Grays United. Grays are a very gtrong lot,
and if the Reserves are not very careful they

will get a dusting.
- @ L

Taton’s victory over Southampton on Satur-
duy was the first they haye achieved at the ex-
pense of the Saints since their re-admission to
the Scuthern League. During the pasi three
seasons Luton have been beaten in the home
matches by 4—3, 2—0, and &—1, and away by

5—0, 1—0, and 2—0. This year the Lutonians

Lhave secured three points out of a possible four.
& # &
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Clommeniiiy upon the-Airst half of Seturday’s
game, the gouthampt-bb “ Football Echo
says:—" A feature of the first half Avas un-
doubtedly the magnificent 1:_513( of Southamp
| .ton’s rearguard.{-Luton bad aimost. tw‘alrhl,_pds :
| o i byt were uiterly unablo:to, make
any | mpression. upon Molyneux -ﬂ;-':ld his: col-
leagues, all of whom were .bm'lilmt. % -
< Speaking of Luton as ““the likely champions
| of pi:he*- - Southern League;, “‘ Rover’ in the
“ Morning Leader” says: ‘‘Most of the clubs
liave been taking stock of themselves lately,
and apart from the usual vagaries of holiday
form, there has mot been much to grumble
about. In the South, so far as public interest
is concerned. our own particular league
is going well awmd strong, and was
nevor perhaps in so flourmshang &  con-
dition  before. - Generally <speaking, tha.
championship has been a sort of monopoly for
(wa or thrae clubs, but although Luton seem fo
have got a very strong lead just now, there are
veelly half-a-dozen' sides this season who haye
good grounds for faucying their chance.  So
much might happen during the course of the
next few months. The English Cup has a nasty
knack of interfering with league interests, and
for that reason perhaps Luton may be drsposed
after all vo think that 1t was a wise dispensation
which led to their being beaten at Fulham: in
the last round ‘of the qualifying competition.
At any rate, the Strawplaiters did themnselves a
rare good tum. Eg' worsting Southampton. on
Saturday, and as the only unbeaten team of the
thyec chief leagues, they have cextamly every
axcuse forregarding themselves as the prospec-
tive champions. ' The only bloy or weakness on
their record so far 13 the weakness of the attack.
The goal record'is not a flattering one, except
<o far as the defence is concerned, and be it
noted that Luton have given away at least four
_goals fewer than any other club in ithe Lieague,
They lose about two-fifths of a goal per mateh,
and score one and & fifth for themselves, and if
they can only keep it up they must win the
charapionship for cerfain.’’
B o bl

The gate on Saturday realised £144. as com-
pared with £107 in the Southumpton match last
year, when a shilling admission was charged
and £95 in 1901. :

A L L

The excellent show mads by Northampton .at
Tauton on Boxing Day was evidently of no |
flukey character, for on Saturday they enter-
tained and beat Plymouth Argyle by a woal #:
nil.  Portsmouth improved their chances of
champiouship horours by beating Reading, and
Alllwall are still in the running, although tha
fact that they have yet to visit Luton MAaY COUSe
them gome disquietude. J1

) ° °
The following is the League fable up to date :
Qoals,
....--....‘—--.,‘

Plyd, Wn. It. Dn. For. Agst, P.

Tton FOWD oin e lh 210 0 o
Fouthampton....... Worrer 194140 5} E gg ?32 55
Portsmouth ......... 17 10 4 8§ 924 18 o3
Millwall ... Vorascolrer o1 5 Z 89 21 un
Reading .....covcvennnn 18 8 4§ 27 90 o9
Plymouth Areyle...... 1T & 4 5 27 14 o
Bristol Rovera .,......... 537 9 B L
Queen’s Park Rangers.., 17 8 5 4 1833 19 &g
Tottenham Hotspur,...,, 16 4 b 6 iﬂ 200 14
Wellingborough ......... 16 G 8 2 24 88 - 14
Brentford ... 17 G 8 d 19 9% 3&
Bwindon TOWD ....vvveeee.e 17 4 8 O~ 18 20 1n
Fulhaiit . il ot 5HH48 - 8% 8,18 . 16, 05
Northampton............... 18 3 11 2. 180 20T Y
West Ham United ..., 15 4 3 3 1T "2 =)
Brighton and Heve.., 15 1 8 d. 26. .88 1
New Brompton..........., 17 2 8 7 ;1 E? }}
Hottering o 17 4 13 2 16 86. 10
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