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The Sou-tHJn League.

LUTON v. PLYMOUTH ARGYLE
layed at Luton on Saturdny. Result:—

Fibont “loinusi il 1 poalk
‘Plymouth Avgyle .......... 1 goal

i L L 4
The teams were as folloay : —

__Luton—Thompson ; Bennett ﬂxn_ld' McEwen ;
. Hawkes, White, and R. Hawkes; Durrant,
Baton, MeKee, Moody and Allscpp.

Plymouth Argz-i{*—-Hm'ne; Crabiree and A.
Clark ; Banks. C Clark, and Digweed; Dal-
rempde, Andepson, Peddie, Picken, and Jack.
Referee, Mr. C. C. Tallowfield (Streatham);
finesmen, Messrs, . 'W. Verge and W. H.
Loondan (London). 2
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Excellent weather fur home fixtures has fallen
to the lot of the local crowd during the greater
part of the present scason. Whenever a fine
weak-end has come round, the game has
ceanced o be at home. and, whenever the
weather nas happened to be contrary, kind for-
tune has contrived that the local team. should be
playing away. But, on Saturday, this wonder-
tul spell of luck came uy.mpti}"tu an encl.

Quits a dozen hours hefore the match rain
set in, and, until the last whistle had sounded,
oontinued with provoging persistency. After
tho i1ncessant downpour, the condition of the
Bury Park Beld can easlly be imagined. Every-

.where théve was mud. In places it must have

been ankle deep. not to mention the pools of
water that lay {reely about the surface. In-
deed, football conditions could hardly have been
worse, and, considering all things play of even
average excallence could not have }zee-n OX-
pected.  The game itself quite realised these
doubtful anticipations. Players, with very few

axceptions, seemed unable to adapt themselyes

te the unusual conditions; the game throughout
was execrable, and in no way constituted a fair
trqt of the merita of She respective teams.

OF cowwrse. the guate receipis suffered terribly.
Iustead of a rvecord attendance, which would
havo been quite wathin the pounds of possibility
under  ordinary ' cireumstanees.  the  takings
foll wvery. verv far short of the average.
A .few -nunugtes. before nlay  started 1t even
locked as though ihings might be worse, for
there  could *not then have peén more than. a

Jthonsand people on the ground. Mosti of these

wore on the stand, only a few ardent enthusiasts

darine to bhrave ’r..he elt:-:;ents a:li:rng the terraces. |

When the teams turned oul 1t was soon evi-
dent that changes had been ‘made, par-

ticularly on the home side. Beanett resumed.

his place at right back, Ifaton re-appeared at
inside-right. and Moody, at inside-left, donned
the blus jersev for the first Bme this season.
Plymouth were withont the services of their
[aternational goalkeeper, Robinson, who 1s still
ivcapactbated by awp injured knee, and 1in his
place appearved Horne, a Devon amateur, who
hoa Just mmm@:cecl trlmﬂkc- W reputation.
The spin of the coin left the Luton men with
the double task of fucing the stalwart men of
the Haoe, and the wind and rain, and, judging
by the play following the opening exchanges,
13 lcokerd as though they had given themsetves
more than enough to do. Almoest immediately,
the Argvie came to close c;;uartera, and although
Moo relieved with @ lofty kick, he was soon de-
‘ending agsin as vieorously as ever. Inside
three minntes the ball bad been foreed over the

home coal line.
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Many of the playess scoi presented inglorious
spectacles notably Bennett, whose indulgenco
i a mud slide, with erms and legs elevated
antuced the crowd, but hardly improved his per:
scnal appearauce. Mud-laaking was evidently
net tc the taste of the many, but the visitors,
altliough much hewvier, seemed to keep their
feet betior thap the loeal men. Whilst the lat-
ter Bound:red aboui the greasy surfgee, the
fermer ook the ball confidently and made
tracks for goal. It was dispiriting, to say the

Least, . .
| @ B

Often, however, 1t wus & case of the last doz
taking the bare The ball would bounce in
totally nnaccountable fashion, splashing dark
and sticky Puids over the player who intended
ta kick it—and didn’t; or wouf-(:i stop dead when
least expected. repeatedly, with the result that
the player who arrivedt second gob 3t.  Mis-
kicks wers frequent, but it cannot be said that
the Imton men shone  Times innumerable the
cppocing farwards mushodh past the home half-
back ltue, wid had it not been for splendid work
by Mcelwen ane Bennett, there would huave
been o fing n:m:ing ﬂf*g'nal Hivﬁrﬂ.guﬁ'. b=

o e liest picce of really aggressivel work iwas
mitiated by Bob Hawles. Obtaining possession
af the ball as it came out: from m corner kiel, he
hllndlﬁ;‘l it aeross o Durrant, who was only too
erind ol wn apportunity ta show his speed. Three
nen in furn were baffled as he dashed up the
wing. The effort finiched with o splendid cen-
o, which Crabtree headed out, but Allsopp re-
| :.ul?':if'{*- 0 I}'[Lpt[‘v; ;‘lr.ll]ﬂ' h.ﬂ‘.'f'ﬂ's"'t‘:’f* : qRﬂilE[i : hl&
irst apportunity of the season by kicking wildly
| ligh over the crossbur,
| - - -
A Ll liter w foul on Allsopp by Dalrymple
gave 4 fl‘j‘:‘-‘- Kick, Taking it himself, Tomimny
gent o n - curly ' vhot which serewed, with the
| winel, towards (he top corner of the net, but
| .E'S.t‘[:‘;j'hj_ ﬁﬂltfl'-l_ wvagoly  butted it ouf, and
| WAy th wenb down the field.  As if in revenge,
| Dalrymple come up, took: the bull past.  tho
backs, and centred well, Bennett intercepited
- ghe shot, and if seemeqd ps though all danpger
hiel passed, but Peddie had followed up well
- and he veturned to Joek, who, coming in oppor-
tunely, headed against the under-side of the top
. bar. Nuwturally, ‘tihnr ball rebounded into the
" net withont allowing ﬁ‘ﬁmrﬂnn the ghost ¢f a
chntee. Thus clir] E’l}"n_mut  draw first blood.

 fThis unploasant reverse wis too muel, for the
Challeeit burat aud hait to be replaced, Having
cnined o lead. Plymouth mytde every cffort, not
' cply fo maintuin, bul to increase it.  Picken
cont in w Jdangerous shot, which Thompeon just
tuened behind the post. The visitors sero cor-
tpinly showing greater combination than the
loenl men. Anderson  asd Dalrymple, on tha
vieht, hod an excellent U‘”'-l‘“r*‘m“dmf]} angt they
Cmanaged to give both the hacks pod Thompson
| a good deal of Lrnuhlr_-..'

The Blugs-now warmed to therr worls, and the
i}la_\f :__f,'i*t'lm'ﬂ”v hecwme smartor, Durrants o (L1
made himsell folt an the right, and one of his
contres came to Allsopp. That player at onca
drovies the bull hard ot tho custodian, and MeKeo
Loy olose on him, he failed to elear, A preat
shout wenh up, buti the refereo dmsallowec tho
vonl=-grontly o the dissutisfuction of a seection
of the crowd. Allsopp was undoubtedly in an
ow-side pdsition ot the time bo shot home, 50
thad this only possibla reagon why the point was
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not allowsd must b that the reforeo milur d
MelCoo hud impeded the custodinn, ke

Xiye minutes lnter, Durrant, gave Allsopp u
similar opportunity, but he shol  wtrocously,
Jush nfter, thers was an exoibed M}mul for
venulty in consequenos of an alloged foul in the
churmod cirele, but only o freo kiek was given,
Lowards the close of tho first half Poddie
allowed Bennett to rob him of the bull in face
of an open goal. As the whistle blow, Moody
hwl another wi'lr;-':nhnh i gnn.l;

Better football wns peen in the second half,
but the players without excoption |ooked us
L'Imuﬁh td?uy hud had enouvgh of it long before
tho finish. Plymouth did the first bit of pross-
g, but a fine forward movement was oloverly
frustrated by McEwen. Then Fred Hawkes re-
Laliated with o long shot which went over the
line. Irom the kick out, Poddie got awey and
tosted  Thompson, who, hewever, emerged
trivmphantly,
o o oy

Scrambling play folloswed, and, at this period
of the game, l;_mt:m hail certainly the best of
matters, MeKee and Co, made some dan-
verous rushes, and eventually succeeded 1n net-
ting the ball, How it was sctuwlly dons wos
difficult to see; the ball seemed to be ocarried
tl.rough bodily by the forwurd line, and Maady
put on the finishing touch. Kuthusiustic and
rrolonged cheering greeted filus succossful ter-
nunation of u really deserving efforts

HMaving thus equalised, the Blues pegpged
sway merrily, and, from this ftime to the dose of
Lo gunme, did most of the attacking, FHoare re-
oclved o temporary injury to his shoulder dur-
ing one onslought, and some delay was cawsed
in consequence. Thompson, too, wos not loff
unmolested. Omnce he came out quite twenty
yords and put Peddie off his shot, whilst on
another occasion Dubrwvmple cnused him some
trouble.

Durrant, returned the compliment with & ter-
rific shot that whizzed by the post, and, e
minute later, Eaton imprinfed o muddy impres-
vion of the ball on the crossbar. The home goal
wos the next to have a lucky escape.  In a
scramble outside the posts, Thempson was up-
net and a wealk clearance ywas tamely returned |
—out of reach. Hverybody thought the ball
would roll into the net, but 1t didn’t, it stuck in
the mud, and before any danger could come,
Kreddy Hawkes got it away. 1t was too sloso
to be ngn}eablu.'

In the last few minutes, Bob Hawkes dribbled
irickily through the ranks of the Greens, but
spoiled his work by dallying at the crucial
rioment, ‘I'ameness characterised the final
stages of the game, and both players and spec-
tators were thankful when the whistle scunded.

Considering all things, the resull was a satis-
factory one, and fairly represented the teams
on the day’'s play. Plymouth have a fine set of
fellows, and their methods were singularly suc-
cessful in the opening stages. Their forward
line was at all times dangerous, and had ot
McEwen and Beannetf played such a splendid
gume, the resu.lt'wuuld have been very different.

-

Of the home team, every member worked
hard, but, by the unusual conditions, all sling
was taken out of their efforts. Under thes> cir-
cumstances, it would, perhaps, be unfair to
crilicise individual work. The turfl aceocuvnted
for many things, and it ‘appeared tec an obser-
vant mind that the way the visitors kept their
fact was due, not sci much to superior gmart-
ness, ag to supernor foobzesy. |

" L L

Of the other Scathern League matches, per-
haps the most interesting to Lutan people was
that at Swindon, where Portsmouth. snatched
lucky vietory by & goal to nil. Southampton’s
victory over Fulham was quite expected, and
ooth Pompey and the Saints now fmve: a lead
of two points cver Luton, though the latter
have two matehes in hand in the one case and
ihree in the other.

New Brompton scored anpgther victory, beat-
ing Queen’s Park Rangers by two goals to nil,
and at Kettering, Millwall sustained another
defeat, although the Duckers were the first to
200Y0.
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ally stopped by a clever bit of work by Crabtree,
and then after Durrant had been badly fouled,
Horne breught off a grand save from a crowd of
players. j
A fine run by Durrant was the outcome of a
lovely centre, and then Allsopp missed a golden 1
( opporbunity. A minute later hands just outside
the penalty line nearly lost the visitors a goal, |
for it was very lucky for Plymouth that Bob
Hawkes' shot cannoned off one of their men. :
~ Lpton were working terribly hard, but ill-luck |
{was dodging their footsteps, and only the slippery |
{ ground “was _ the vesson thali McKee did nof |
—eqgualise. Tt was haed luck for Mac, but he could |
{ not possibly help slipping, with the mud over his |
tankles. . | 3 i
 QOnce Peddie got thromgh wnd ought ¢ have |
gcored. but hs miskicked with his final effort, |
and then at the other end from .a shot by Dur- |
rant, Clark kicked the ball on to the side of |
his own pet, whilst on another occasion Luton |
seemed bound to equalise. Fate was all agninst |
the Latonians, though. . Vot i
Rain was still pelting down, and the speciaiors |
and players alike seemed drenched fo the skin. |
At the interval the speciators seemed hopeful |
of at least a draw, for Luton would now have the |
wind apd rain at their backs. After the first|
couple of minutes in the second half Liuton com- |
menced to attack, bui there was not much sting |
in it, the players mot geiting together in com-
bined strength. )
A smart bit of work by McEwen led to Dur- |
rant forcing a fruitless corner, and then Ply-|
mouth bhad a turn for a mmuie cor two. |
A litile later a terrific shout signalised the fact
that Moody had equalised. It was a great ghout, i
and he received hearty congratulalions from the |
rest of the team. P s by ﬁ B
. Luton had much the best of the game after-|
wards, but the ground was.aiiogether too bad for |
serious football, the players being too dirty aud |
knocked upito go the. pace. . - 0
. Play slowed up towards the finish, and th
yua o genoral sigh of relief—especially by
pl,ayers-hvhen ) ﬂﬂna.lﬁhmﬂébl WAL e
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i MONDAY'S COMMENTS.

The “ Daily News ” said : —Luton lost another
point in their race with Portsmouth and South-
ampton for the Southern League championship
by sallowing Plymouth Argyie to share’ the
honours at Luten. Meanwhile the Sainis were
chagtising Fulham and Porismouth were gain-
Ing & narrow victory at Swindon. Luton are un-
doubtedly losing ground in the sprint for home,
though they still have a little in hand, as it is |
possible for them ioc aggregate 58 points -to |
Southampion 54 and Portsmouth 56. But the |
two latier, besides having points in hand, are
both going more strongly than Luton.

The * Athletic News ” : —The Southern Leagne |
bids fair #c be a triangular duel between Sounth-
ampton, Portsmouth, and Luton, but we fear for
the Strawplaiters. Even if Luton lose they will
have the satisfaction of playing at home to an
average “gate” of £100—which is encourage-
ment from a town of 36,000 people.

The “ Sunday Special”:-—Although all the
games n the Sounthern League yesterday were
played under wreiched conditions, the foothall in |
most instances reached a high standard, and the
results have the effect of making the champion-
ship more open. Luton, who for so long held the
best record, had another severe task, and could
only draw with Plymouth Argyle, whereas South-
ampton and Portsmounth both succeeded in win-
ning. The champions experienced little difficulty
In overcoming KFulham, but Portsmounth had a
very hard struggle with Swindon. While these
three games were of chief importance—as their
outcomea leaves Luton two points behind the two.
Hampshire clubs-—the best maich of the day
proved to be that at Tottenham, where Reading |
-were the visitors. | e e

The “ Telegraph™:—All the matehes in the
Southern League on Saturday were played under |
the most depressing conditions, rain falling at |

]

every ground, and the turf being so treacherous {
that skilful play seemed sltogether out of the |
question. As expected, Southampton won eom- |
fortably, but at Luton there was a hard strugele. |
Plymouth Argyle were the first to score, and |
Luton only managed to equalise. No:chaage |
takes place, therefore, in the positions of the}
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