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The Southern League.

LUTON v. SWINDON.
Plaged at Swindon on Saturday. Result:— |

SayInthan ¢ S s s 1 goal
LT s R A nil.

Tha teams were as follow:—

Luton—Thompson; Benunett and McEwen;
F. Hawkes. White, and R. Hawkes; Durraat,
Katon. MeKee, Meody, and Turner.

owinden — Hemmings;  Atterbury  and
Archer; Oskden, Bannister, end Logan; Beads-

| wocth., Lean, Hogan, Pugh and &IWIB}'

Referee, Mr. A. Green (West Bromwich);

i linesmen, Mr, L. P Green (Reading) and Mr.
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J Pavker (Ch tppenhﬂ.m}

It will be noficed that a shight change was
mada in the composition of the Iaton mde, 1nas-
much as Turner was tried in Allsopp’s position ;
otherwise the team was idemtical with that of
the previens Saturday. I presume th2 reasom
¢f this changa was a desire to increase the goals
o this credit side of the table, but, as the result
abcye ndieates, this most dESlI‘ELb-LEJ object failed
£y -P‘..LLE'LIHIF". and the chances of annexing the
Southern Lieacue championship ere fast slipping
AwaAY.
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After tho ahncemal rammfall of the present
seasan the stafe of the playing piteh can’ be |
inaziied. especially when it is recornded that 1t
had beeu raining the whole night previous. The
pentre of the field was practically under water,
Whﬂe rhe cogl-at the town end was surrounded
by a cheel of Liquid mud, and long before the
witerval the players prﬁnente-d & prattv spectacie.
But for the pressing neéd of getting the schedule
fixtures through. I feel certain the match would
bave been declare:l »ff, notwithstanding ihat

. the overhead gonditicns were favﬂura.ble while
. the mame was actually In pProgress.
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Swindon won the less, and they naturally
tok  advannwge of a perfect gale Whl‘.ch was
blewing into the top p,nal atxil 1t was Luton
wno - firsk threatened dancer. Turner, bring-
ing the ball throvagh in good stiyle, put right
across bo Eaton, who headed into the centre,
aud White rushing up had the misfortume to send
over the bar. But the visitors could not keep

. tfis ball at this end for long, and from a nicely-

exooupecd movement by ' the 'Swindon . attack;.

Lawlew wos left in_a position with the ball at

his toe and only Thompson té beat. It looked
a certain goal, l:rut Thompson got down to the
spliere in grﬂm:i style near the post. and saved
what swas certainly a critical moment for his
gide.
» L ]

On the opposite wing Beadsworth forced a
corner, the pall going be]u.nd off McEwen, but
ucthing came of the resulting kick, while a few
m:nites ‘ater, from a [ree kick ugamst Turner,
Cowley just missed the post with a fine cross
shot. Tor some timme Lauton could not get down
the field, the wind driving the ball ba.ck when-
aver .t rose above the players’ beads. But the
defence held out well, and the home forwards
ere never EI.H{}'W‘E{] ta get the upper hand.

By keeping the ball low down, McKee was
vioughing his wav through ‘he mud whea lLe

‘was padly fouled hy Bannister. When our

cenire rose he was literally plastered with mud,

aod must have felt nrmﬂmfartm.bie right to the
finish 11 conseguendes .
® ® »
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Of course, the wing mmen were not handi-
rapped Lo fhe same extent as their comrades in
the middle; still, even near the touch-lines, the
lrall a% times refused to move when on the
| ground. Durrant made a fine run, and passing
across to Moady, gave the inside-left a good
chiance. but instead of trying to get through on
his own, he put it ouf, towards Turner. who was
too far up, and the ball went into touch. Thus
2 goorl opening was thrown away. '

“ " -

Bz this time Luton had setiled down and
were quite holding their own. Indeed, midway
through the first half they were often dangerous,
andt on ome oceasion Atterbury was compelled
to use his hands to prevent a likely score, but
the: roferes judged this mnfringement took place
just cistside the penalty area. Bob Hawkes was
antmested with the kick, but, although he let
drive wiih {remendous force, his aim was not
pertect. and the ball passedt over the line just
wide of the upright. : :

A ntee passing run through by the Luton for-
wards culminated in a good attempt by Turner,
but Hemmingzs sueceeded in keeping the ball out,
and thersbhy earned the applause of the crowd..
Again, when MaKee was foreing his  way
through, he tyas buasdly fouled by Bamnigter. In-
-dead, the Touling taetics of the Swindon centre-
halt wera 4 feature of the game right through,
and he musk be accounted fortunate to escape
3o lighrly. although 1 believe the meferse did
Rive hiin worl of ardvice, SO0 lLft-GI‘- the

uton aituck again made their presence felf,
but Moody fell with a couple of opponente on

It'.”“ ol hun, wnd the ball passedd over the goal-
1nn,
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Ib_*ﬁ”_lﬁ'l nok be thoueht wil the play was near
the Swindo goul, for Hogan especially was al-
wuys dangerous wheit he got an opportunity,
Ellld. TthI’HI*'Hrr“ I'Hd “.-{].“ to Hﬂt' away onn f_l‘f hi,h".r
EXpresses irom n decent range. But the ball
did not get far down the field, and Cowle got
i & nne =hot whieh Thompeon punched out
from just under the hur, Before the interval
Hogan again put in u terrific drive, which
skimmed the bar and passed out of danger.
Nothing tangible resujtacd before the players re-
tired for hLulf-time, and seeing Luton had kopt
out their opponents against the oloments, their

players were on _L“Jﬂ{l L:rma witly themselves.
L

jul the force of the gale had abated consider:
ably, unc the conditions were more equal in the
ce noluding half It was during the first five
winutes after the re-start that Swindon scored
throuch a ¢ood shot fram _H*C'Eﬂ-l'l, who was al-
most slane right in front of Thompson when he
receivecd o pass from Oakden. Previous to this,
Jhompson's charge had escaped in a marvellous
wanner, tollowing a foul near the touch-line
some Lwenty yards down the field.  The ball
was placed well up, and with all the players in
the goal-mouth it bounced aboub In a manner
fur fvom plewsant from a Luton standpoint, but
it vefused to pass the line, Aithﬂ":l!!h 1t onea
appewred through, it struck something, sid to
be Thomp=on's face, and rebounded Into play
AN Just as thi: u.'I“UWd"'-FDH‘f Iir*-‘l)ﬂred to shout.

Being # goul behind, the visitors put a deal
mare euorey into the attock, snd for a time it
aopeared pretty covtain the result would Wear
mo1e fuvourable aspect. Eaton gave MeKee an
apening with o nies overhead poss, and his com-
vocle put o a real atinger, which Hemmango
conld seurcely hold, but he secured at the second
attempr andl kicked down the field. This was o




renlly fine save, and wns of great value fo Bwin-
don, for I wm convineed an equalising gonl wh
bhiz stagn would hove quite sevtlod the ruilwiy
mun's hopoes, 4 J

As it wos, they adoptad lsieking-out tactics,
which were quite justified vnder the circum-
stnnees, but which would huve been too risley if
the secores were level. A bad foul on ¥. Howkes
thirty yayds from goal was splendidly pluced by
Bennett, and Hemmings almost made o mess of
it, the ball glipping from his grasp on ghe goal-
line, btk no one Was 1p sufficiently to drive it

home, and the Swindon goalie got it oufb of
danger, p . =

Bob Hawkes raised the hopes of his mates by
a charnoteristioc burst, but the holding nabure
of the turf prevented him working the ball in
his usual style, and he could not ciu:tu neCom-
plivh his object, although he got well in townrds
the goal bei]m ho lost possession. On the oppo
site side of the ground, Durrant was coming
nlong in fine style, but Archer got in the way,
ane! tho ball went our at the oxpense of a corper,

wivieh, however, was put behind.
| - » .

The next item was thoroughly enjoyed by the
spectators, although White, who was the cause
of the fun, could not appreciato the trip which
sent him sliding oo his back. When Fredd
ros0 from his mud-bath he presented w *wn-efuir
appearance, for not w m‘gn of his blue shurt was
visible, it being thoroug ily saturated with Swin-

(IDII mu’j' - L L

On the whole Mr. A. Green beld the whistle

in & capable style, but he mad> an awiul mis-

take in pulling Moody up when clean away for

 offside. Moody received the ball directly from

Atterbury in midficld, and was going for Hem-
mings practically unattended, which —anyone
who knows Bert's control of the ball would

judge spelt a godl, when, to the surprise of

|

|

evoryone, the whistle went, and thus a fine
chance of pulling the game out of the fire was

sproilt.
v ]

After Thompson had safely negotiated a long
shot from Hogan, the Laton left wing put in &
nice bit of work, and Moody taking Turper’s final

wass. tried Hemmings with g nice attempt. The
Swindon custodian stopped the ball, und before
Eaton could get up he succeeded in gotting 1t
out of dangar. is was practicelly the lust
time Luton forwards afﬂt really dangerous, for
the home backs were always wasting fime when-
ever dangor threatened, and kicked inio fouch
on the least provocation.
o - L :

With only three minutes to go, Hogan was
badly fouled by Bennett, but ferbunately for
Luton the offence was just outside the penalty
area, and only an ﬂrdm.ar{?gluce kick was given,
fram which nothing resulted. This was the last
incident of note in what was, taking into account
the terribly hLolding turf, & good exhibition of
foothall, and the Swindon pluyers had a grand
reception as they left the field.

On both sides the defence was seen {o most
advantage, and of the two goalkeepers, Thomp-
son had the greater number of dangerous shots
to deal with, and was in no way to blame for the
cefeat. Hemmir;%e, as tlie result shows, did all
that was asked him, but the manner of his
saving left something to be desired, and once or
twice, if the visiting forwards had been well up,
a cifferent result‘ might have been rvecorded.
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Rennett and McEwen played up to their repu-
tation, and received all the help that the half-
" backs could give them. The heayy going was

all againsy Bob Hawkes' style of play; still. he
" was judged by the Swindon spectators as one of
the best halves that have visited their grownd.
Before the game started, the home officials wers
rather dubious as to the ability of Archer at
lefu: back., 'This player is a local product, end
was makiag his inifial appearance 1n the
Southern League, in mnseffuem of Milligan's
suspension by the Football Association. Al
though, of course, Durrant at times beat him,
both in cleverness and pace. he came out of
the ordeal in such a manner that I feel sure he
will keep his place until the regular player re-
sumes his posttion.

* 7 L

The Swindou half-backs, while not so elever
as Luton’s middle line, were untiring in their
efforts, but Bannister quite spoilt his play by
foul tactics, and will be well advised to moderate
"his energies in this direction.  The forwards
it 18 diffieult to properly criticise, because of the
unfair conditions under jvhich the game was

.played.  But, on’the whole, the Swindou line
came out the more dangerous, Hogan especially-

being a continual 'source of danger with some
really execllent shooting.” He put ‘inj at least
hali-a-dozen shots, which might have beaten an
ordinary goalkeeper ' Coywley also made several
cood runs at outside-left, whila Ywean, who has
been out of the team since Qctober, played a
good game and fully justified his inclusion.

Durrant was undoubtedly the most prominent
member of Luton's agttacking brigade, but he
did not get: the ball across gquite so much as be
should 1f his comrades are to score from his gcod
work in bringing the sphere through tha ranks
of his opponents. On the opposite wing Turner
put In same clever work at times, but he was
continually given offside when well placed, ana
thus time atter time opportumties were thrown
away which otherwise would have been turned
to account. The inside men were sadly handi-
capped by the heavy going, and could scarcely
niove at all at times on this account. Moody's
knee again stood the strain, and apparently he
has quite recovered from the accident which at
one time appeared likely to close his foctball

career.
* # &+

The Cup-tios interfered with the League pro-
gramme on Saturday. The besti performance
by a Southern Club was the victory of Tofter-
ham Hotspur at Everton by 2 goals to 1—a
Q‘:Jondld achiavement and ome of which the
Spurs may well fEﬂrqupMud. Southampton easily
accourited for Burslem Port Vale, but Ports-
mouth were badly beaten at home by Derby
- County—5 goals to 2. Plymouth Argyle at
home made & druw with Sheffield Wednesday,
and Reading also effectedt a draw with Bolton

Wanderers.
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