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| L GTON v. BRISTOL ROVERS.
Playud at Bristol on Saturday, Resull ;-
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.Tlie- {gams were a3 follow:—

L%iwu—*ThﬂmPEfﬂﬂ; Bennett and Molsven ;
T Hawkes, Holdstook, and R. Hawkes; Dur
rnnﬁ. Eaton, McKeg, 'i\lruer, and Allsopp.

Bristel Rovars—Cartlidge; Dunn and Pudan;
Twit, Appledy, and GFEY; Wileon, Hlmore,
Beats, Smith, and Marriott.

Reforze, Mr. J. W. Builey Q'..niﬁeat-eq-).

Ever since & Bristol team has figured in the
Southern League our visits to that city have
yod o blank so far as points are concerned.
E&ged, I think I am correct in stating Bristol
Royers have inflicted the heaviest Bouthern
Leaguo defeat for the past two seasons, and I
sincerely trust it may prove to be so this season:
Tt will be observed the margin against was two
goals for the first time during the present
ecagon, and 1t was certainly a new expenence,
which 1t 13 hOpeti may D.ﬂt be r:.'nmt{ui.

White's ankle being still weak, Holdstool
again figured at centre-half, while the forwards
were constituted much in the same way as be-
fora Christmas. Moody had not been able” to
{rain properly during the week on acoount of o
gevere cold, and it was thought advigable to
iurn out the attacking brigade as sound as pos-
gible in such a stiﬁ' encounter.

On orrival at Bristol the players found the
olementa far from pleasant, rain falling heavily,
while thers was almost & hurricane blowing.
Ii will be remembered it was under eimilar
weather conditions the match was pla Jast
year, and hopes were entertained that Mckimes
might be successful in winning the toss, as it
would undoubtedly prove a big factor in the
result. . But  unfcrtunately he wss no
luckier than Idnd;aiy last téme, and Luton were
therefore compelled 1o face a strong wind, al-,
though the rain kept off for a time in the early
WikHBEy, . @ o

For the first twenly mmutes play was prec-
tically confined to the Laton half of the feld,
but the efence stood the sirain in the usual
offective way. Indesd, considering the foree of
the cale, Thomp=on had very little to do, for
tho halves were well backed by Bennett. and
McEw=n, and they hold off the nppmn&w&
guard in fine style. Btill, it was not to ba ex-
pected thay oquld keep out a string of forsraeds
wha have now scored a larger numbed & “goate
than dny other iive' in tlxe Lekouee % N4 o '~_'.!'
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Wilson was the first ta get the ball homo some
two.or three minutes after the start, but he wis
palpably offside, and Mr; Bailey had" no hesi-
tation in awarding a {ree kick to Laten. A
minute lator Pudan almost netted with & long
shot from uear the half-way line, bufl it touched

. g-mepne- and passed oub a trifle- wade: Twse
than ten minutes from the commencement, how-
ever. Wilson notched a legitimate point niter
the ball had been bobbing about, raqt-kﬁ.llwu
the goal-hne, from & centre from Marrrott. o
or three times it was kicked away {rom the
mouth of zoal by Bob Hawkes, but the wind
prevented it leaving this vicinity, and ultimatdy
Wilson ha.d'ornly.m t{:mEh thro}.lgh.

At this stage of the proceedings Wilson was
always a dangerous customer, and a really fine
effort on his part was only spoilt by Beats put-
ting over the bar when it looked a certain goal.
Thompson saved the situation in good style
when Smith gent in a8 hot shot from decent range,
and immediately after he again brought off' &
magnificent €ave by.coming out of his goal
Pressure was .relieved for a moment ,
Appleby fouled McKee, but McEwen's place
kick went straight to Beats, who quickly
brought the ball down again, passing ouft to
Wilson who; taking aim, caused Thompson to |
concede a corner. _ :
- . e - &

Twenty minutes from the start saw Larbon |
really dangerous for the first time, t rh some
clever work on the part of Turner and Allsopp.
The ball wes put in the centre to Holdstock,
who gave Durrant a pice opportunity to equa-
lise, but Pudan came to the rescue and kicked
out near the goal-lme. Not to be denied, the
left wing came along once mors, in style, |
and McKee caused Cartlidge to handle right in |
the goal-mouth On the opposite wing Dwur-
ranf mada & fine run, and passing to his partner |
with good judgment, enabled Eaton to get in a
cross shot which the Rover’s custodian, hew- |

ever, got away. = 2 |
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This change in the scene was scarcely to the
bking of the erowd, who, as the interval svas |
fast approaching, saw visions of a posgsible de- |
feat with only a single goal to the eredit of the
home players. But a fine burst t»ha'rﬂoﬂiz;h by
Beats ena.gled Smith to net a zecond from
Jong range, the ball travelling right acroas the
goal-mouth and entering the net 1in the extréme
corner. Again Wilson got the ball past Thomp.
son from: a centre from Marriott, but as the
Rovers® outside-left was offside. no ecore xe-
sulted. £ . 7

Ag the interval approached, Luton again took
up the running, and causzed the home defence
some anxious momeats. On one occacisn 1t -
most looked as if the lead would be reduced pre-
vicng to crossing over, for Holdstock gave
McKee a fine opening right in front, bub the
referee whistled for offside. In my opinion, this
was a big mistake, for hoth backs wero between

Meo and Cartlidge, pnd I understand Mr. Bailey
acmitted afterwards he was in error in stopping
the game. 'This was most unfortunate for
Luton, ag a goal 4t this stage would haye weant
s deal. 4
® B o

I have no wigh to slate the refereesfor a single
mistake, however, for tauking the game right
through he-did wonderfully well and was
in advamoa pf the whistle-holders we wusually
meet “W.Wmm homa. About the last item of
interest before Jemon-time was another rum on
tha part of Durrant, and from the contre MoKec
fcreed B Hﬂ-ﬂﬁfﬂ.ﬂlng‘ cgroer,

With the wind at their backs, T.uton naturally
. were more in evidence on cros3ing over, and
> Guﬂ_idgﬂ was kept busy for some fime. From
s corner kick the ball could not be pgot away for
coyeral’ reonnds, and the spectators were evi-
doutly relieved when Cartlidge at length got to
i fkni thresy away, with several Lutonians close
in. A moment sor so lator he was eompolled
fo. concede another corner by ttlppmm good
_8hot frorm Luton's right wing over the (bar. But
15 was diffionlt to plice corners with such a wind
blewing, and thLE W3 Lmt bﬂh.md.

A long sttempt by Allsopp looked dangerons,
but the elovation wasg o mu tbo high, and the
ball passed ¢ver the bar, although it deserved a
botber fate, for Clartlidge appearsd well beaten.
But scme seventeen minutes after the re-stact
Allzopp earned the usual Landshake by a beaw-
tiful shot from almost the identical position he
had put in the attempt prﬂvioua:ly recorded
The ball went into the net at u terrifio pace, and
the Rovery cﬂ@.f;}diun wis bﬂi}t#n ull tha way.

With only one goal between them, it looked
any odds on Luton at least drowing, but »
breakaway by the Rovers’ left wing gove the
Luton players consideruble anxiety Smith
the ball as it cannoned off Bennett in midfield,
and seling away towards Thompson, the Laton
goalie came out to meet the shot, but could not
quite reach it, and the ball went towardyg tho |
uprights in a most dangerons fashion. Tawckily,
it struck the post and robounded into play, I

and Hawkes rushing up, kicked out of danger.
[t was an extremely fortunate escape, as there
wis no one botween the sticks, and another |
couple of inches would have made all the dif-
ferenoe,

L o - |
At this point rain began to fall, and the game
was contested under most  uncomf lo |

conditions. Durrant soon after once more put
the ball past Cartlidge from a good centre from
Allsep, oest tixs whiatle had pone for offside.
Again offside negatived n good chance to equi- |
lise when Turner made o doah for tha ball near
the Bristol uprights, and it was a pity that he |
did. pot lpave it to Allsopp, who was clopo be-
HIHH] d‘?tlt well onside when the boadl wos lost
playe

All hope of saving the game wentl when Wil
60n, taking advantago of an oponing theough n

misunderstanding on the part of tho Luton do-
- Mgneo, wag loft complotely unattended, Themp-
sen madel s pallant atbempt to rotrieve tho stua-
fion by commng out to meet the ox: Northamp-
ton player, but of course had. prictically no



chance, -as. Wilson kept fine control of the ball,
| and  lettimg drive at the copportune moment, }
senf into the net without {hﬁslﬁﬁj’.' |

,~ Thig incident happened when there was only
| thirteen minutes to go and quite settled the
recult. The Rovers appeared content with their
{ two goals’ lead, and Luton could not engineer
{ any really dangercus openings. Once Appleby
kicked the ball aver his own goal-line from near
the half-way lme, but the corner came 10
| nothing, and the players retired with the score
&—-1'in favour cr£ the IE_OTEIH. 2 -
‘1 Although the Luton defence was beaten three
times; they -came out of the struggle wath:
honours, for it was a most diffienlt task to face
such. @ gale as the one that was turned on ab
Bristol. As usual mnder such conditions, the.
| sid@that wins the toss enjoys & big advantage,
and the players have so much taken outi of them
before crossing. over that it s almost impossible
for them to.do themselves. justice when. they
et the advantage of playing with the.elements
1a their favour. = < S

{ But for a couple of slips in the second half,
~when his backs were beaten and he had exther
' tq leave his charge or take his chance with a
| shot from eclose range, Thompson played his
- usual cool game.. My own opinion 1s thab it 16
|- dhe right policy to make the opposition take
| the shotl from the longest range possible, and
{ several times during the present season Thomp-
son has prevented a goal by exactly similar tac-
| tics to those he Esed at Priﬂb@l.‘

At no time could it be said the Luton defence
broke down, althouch the pressure was very
- severe during the first half. Benneth and
NMcEwen certainly gave as good a display as
| the home backs when they faced the wind and
rain after change of ends. With the playing
pitch as soft as it was on Saturday, White was
decidedly missed. Still Holdstook by no means
| did bhadly, although F. Jawkes was the  best
| member of the middle line. ‘‘Bob’”’ Hawkes
| put in some delightful touches, and his ing
't was greatly admired, but undoubtedly pre-
' fers a faster pitgh ﬂlﬂ.ﬂ. we hrffﬁ seen lately.

~ On the whole, the front rank did better than
| In some recent matches, Allsopp being the shin-
ing light, for in addition to scomng the only goal
for his side. he put in a seres of grand runs such
as would surprise not a few Lutonians. It 1s a
vurious fact that Tommy seems to reserve his
most effective displays for awsy fixtures. Dur-
raut also did some fine aggressive work,
especially in the second half, but the Luton for-
warde did not finish in the effective way their
gpi[_}o:%enta did, and this was the real cause of the
efeat.

(Otherwise the game could be said to consist
of two distinet periods of pressure, for un-
decubtedly so far as midfield play Was concerned,
each gide held the upper hand in equal propor-
tions. But the Luton' attack were unable to
drive home the openings worked for, and thus
the lack of gﬂﬂlE.tCl th&ii cre&it.-

~Apparently the Luton players have no liking
for soft playing pitches, for gince beating
Bouthampton on a hand frosty ground they have
not won a game of any sort, and the chances of
Southern League championship have almost
‘faded away. It will need a fall by the
.| presént leaders to enable wvwd to have another
| chance, nd as they have now retired. fromi pot-
huntine, I have iitrtle lxgpe of ﬁhiaﬁ_hn,ppening. .

In  tho other 'Bouthern League matehes,
Queen’s Park Rangers and Fulham made o
draw, Millwall beat Swindon 3—1, Reading
beat Kettering 30, Wallingborough beat, New

glrrtzfngiﬁal 1--0, and Northampton beat Brent:
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The wame of moat interest to Lulonians wos
thatl at Brighton, where Plymouth had to be
content with o draw. Brighton are to be our
visitors next Satunday, and their performanco
againat Plymouth is an indication, if one wero

Hﬁ}d(‘d, that t'rhﬁl’ nro n-i:{, 0 tgq]in to bo d{ﬂpiﬁﬂd,
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