. BRENTFORD v. LUTON:
Played at Brentford on Saturday. Reeulti: -
Brentford iceeeees e v 2 goals, -
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e follewing players turned out:=
' f.on—Thompson; Dow and McEweo; ¥.°
Hawkes. White, and Willams; Heton, L.
Hawkes. Moody, Turner, aud Allsopp. | ° '}
Brentiord—Spicer; Watson and Dawidson
Lale, Parsonage, andt Bellinghami; Bell, Dok,
Batron. Buchwnan, and Underwoad.
" Referee, Mr. F. S. Walford (Ponder's Kad) ;
Minesmen. Messrs. J. Griffiths and A. Mouwnanex
iLoadon). _
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 Previous to Saturday, Luton had alwrags
managed to earn winning brackets at Brené.
ford but their ill-success away from home @oce
the new .year still dogged their footsieps, and
another defeat was the result of the journey In
search of Southern League points. Two alfera- |
tians were made from the teamn that wont dewn
to Queen’s Park Rangers, but on the whole 13 was
wudged the team was ab least as strong as Thurs-
duy’s side, - |

The Southern League.. l
!
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_ Benuneft’s eold prevented him turning -cut,
and thus ‘he was absent from his firstiSouthern
feasue engagement. this season. © Dowr there-
fare wore Luton’s colours for the firsh&ima in |
chat competition. Probably . the: change from.
which most was expected was the inclusion oft
Bob Hawkes among the attacking brigade, and, |
as will be noted, he so far justified uhese hopes
by netting the only goal far his side.. . = L1l

Sinca the beginning of February tke B's, aa,
they are generally dubbed, have not suffered
defeat, and I must admiIt tfm}r are @ vasty, dif-
fevent side from that which visited Lafon gome
four months ago. It appears a remark by a
local correspondent in the London Press & iha
afact * Brentford were the worst team wihich |
Lad wisited Luton,” has rankled in the breasis:
‘of their supporters, and I heard I repeabed.
several times during the progress of the game,
while affer the match the spectators who apottad
a Lufoman were jubilant in quoting the refe-
- rvente, and wished to know what sort of _E:Eﬂ_n_rn-_i
- Yaten must be, seeing they were boaten: by the |

. worst team in-the Leagne. el
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Meliwen, lost. the toss, but therey was ndt a |
eal 1n if, rand for several minutes netheng' ot
# particularly striking character resulted. "he {
szl really dangerous opening came frony a neat
pas= along the ground by Bob Hawkes ta Eaten.
who promptly slung the ball across fthe gpoal-
wouth, but Turner headed behind, and: pothing
more than a goal-kick resulted. At the .oppo-
siteend Buchanan managed to elude Drows bui
White nipped in, although he was obliged to
concede a corner, which was splendidly placed.
but Thompson got the ball away in brillignt |
style. !
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for a time the “ Bees’’ had by far the batter
of the oxchanges, and the Luton defence  was
kept on the alert. Following a spell of atrong |
pressure, W}lll&tﬂiﬁp&tﬁpped a good attompt from
the home right wing, and the crowd et ump =
loud appeal for a penalty. on the suppesifion |
that the Luton player handled, but the referen !
{ook not the slightest notice and the game went |
on. A few minutes later Thompsca tipped u
long shot from Parsonage over the bar when
31 looked almost a certain goal. and the result

(g ooruer wis easily got away.
* »
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. Again, another long attempt from the heme
half-back line almost opened the score Thomp-
scn scarcely gathering a shot by Bellimzhan,
bat after dropping the ball he got it away atb 3
second attempt. l:”’I‘h:ra; Brentford players sot up
wiu appeal that the ball had been over, b M.
Wallord was deaf to their entreaties, fortunste 7
for Luton. From a centre by Bell the Hall wus
put through by Buchanan, but the latter was %o
palpably offside tlhe crowd made only a subdued
appeal for a goal. e =
Erom hands against Dow the ball Was iput
wide of the post, and play afterwards veared
rouncl more in Luton’s favour  Boh Hawrkes
worked the ball through in good style, but his
final kick had little powder behind it and Spicer
had no difficulty in saving his charge. Follow-
ing u spell of right wing attack, Eaton was get-
fiug  away nicely, but Bellingham literally
pushed him off the ball as he was about to shoot.
2llsopp put in a fine run on the opposite wing,
aud Moody meeting his centre, caused: Spicer £0
bring off a good save. This effort was by far

the most dangerous attempt from Luton during |

th{' inil’iul hﬂ]f‘hﬂur ) g
- L] L | ,-

As half-time approached Brentford onees Mmiots |
aseumed the upper hand and gave Thompaon. |
Al anxious time, Barron especiall putting In a

tine shot which Thompson saved by giving: i
corner. A foul against Williams some thivtr
yards out looked dangerous, but the ball waos
put well over. Four minutes from the interval
the offorts of Brentford were rewarded by a
goal. Ths real oredit for this must ber given to
Buchanan, who sfurte the movesnent snd
tricked severul opponents, but he parted with
the ball & few yards out of goul. and Bell rush.
g up. easily pluced by Thompson, who came

Cut to meet him, but was not in kHme o prevent
a shot
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This success naturally put the losal apoctulors
Ot good terms with themselves, hut they o
cetved a terrible shock just gs they were pre.
- vared fo cheer their pets as they came off (o,

tefrechments  The play was forced towards the
ticea’ moal, and when it appeared the ball ywas
travelling harmlessly over the Jine Rator
rlopped it; and using fine judgment in uot b1y
g @ shot on his own, put the ball in the cenbro,
and Bob Hawkes, who was standing erell i,
had simply to turn the sphere into the neb, an
bhus Luton were able to cross over on a ual
tormy. " On the play Luton scarcely deserved o
*aualise, but it was o good goal neverbhnlogs.
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soou after the re-start Thompson’s charge hadl
" VEry narrow escape from i shot from Brob
AMthongh the Brontford player vrag well offside,
the Prediding official judge - otherwise, and un-
doubtedly if the ball had passed bobween the
uprights o goal would have counted, Rain now
bagun to fall, but it made little difference to
the play, for the pitoh was fairly firm. althougt
exceadingly bumpy, thereby cowsing bhe ball to
viy unexpected prunks at times, Mr. Walford
was uat in his uyual form, and he made sovorsl
uwiistulies on offside Moody, on ooa occasion,

being  wrongly pulled up when iu a good
yasifion,

Tl exchangzes wery fairly even for & consider.
Able [imo without being exolting, bub Lwenly




miuytes after tie interval what proved the win-
nuig goal for Brentford was netted, although
therg was o decided element of luck about 1.
~Belljiwhoe was almost’on the goal-line some gix
or. ten yardsiwide of the' pmt put across what
I;uq ovidently meant for a centre, as it was prao-
Lically ml[;lﬂﬂﬂlb]& to shoal s goal from such a
pasitign. But Thompson, in ]uIleng' up to
,regeh the ball, . rather mlﬂ]udged it, and ap-

surprise of everybody and the evident delight of

points, accruing. .

i The- Lut;aumna pras&nt hw:] their hopes raised
a piece of zood work put in by Turner. , This
;qﬁ;yﬂr passed  the ball across to Boh Hawkes,
who enginesred a. fine opaning a few yards wide
_of the eoal It was ong of those opportunities
which Bob delights in, but on this occasion he
_got too far under the leather, and it passed high
over.  Following this, UUnderwood came away
in great style, nnd after bringing the ball three-
quﬂrtmu the leng'th of the field, he sent in a
tervific shot which just missed the upright. This
was by far the most brilliant effort af the day

and fully de:a{:rved to BCOTe.
-

With time mpldl}' approaching, both sides
tired, for although the game was by no means
a '‘greaf one, it had been rather exacting, as eu.:;-h
“team were triers all the way, and it was no “ go
as you please.” Some amusement was caused
by & most open handling by Doy, who could
not quite reach the ball 1n an utlmr way, and
I d{*lahemte!}r patted it intoa touch just out of the

| reach of Underwood. Moody was given a -

i ehance from a pass by Bob Hﬂwk-Eﬂ, but he was
suspiciously like offeide, and probably this .

Auenced his final attempt, aithﬂugh the referee |

failed to pull hllIl NP S
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.« Thusthe. game ﬁmshed with. Brentford the
winners by 2 goals to 1. T must admit they
were fully entitled to their first success against

Liuzton, for they enjoyed  quite two-thirds of :

‘the pressure. Still, 1f Luton had been in their
early season form, there is little doubt a very
different result would have been recorded. With
the possible exception of Bennett, T do not think
| the side that represented Lutc-u at Brentford
could be ereatly improved at the present time.
{ I do not wish to infer that Dow was a weak
spot on. Saturday, for he was not. e took his
part in the defence, never hesitating to tackle,
while his judgment in kicking was all that could
be desired. Still, it stands to redson a bette~
understandine must result between McEwen
and Bennett_, if only because they have \been
{ assoclated as companions in - defence for seven
‘months, while | Johnny* has only meed wlth'
Ma{: on & Etnglﬁ‘ﬂﬂ(}aﬂﬂﬂ pmﬂou':‘];r

’l‘htﬁ: also’ naturally u.ff&c{:ed' Thonpson, who
lias mven better digplays during’ the curreunt
seasen.  Although hfj; ought off more than one
brillitant save, he did not appear quite so much
at bhome ss umzul At half-back some good
work swas pub in by each member of this dwl-
sion, and if thte 15 put down as the most
prominent it 1 only because from his position
¢n the field he is called upon more often than

his wing comrases. 3
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the crowd. who now saw visions of & couple of |
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parently turned it into the net, (%:matl tor t&m '

[_
[




|
|

- So far as the attacking department was con-
cernect  the 1ncolusion of Bob Hawkes, in my
opinion. improved the line, and with a few
games he should develop into a fine forward.
Still, 1t will alyvays be a matter of opinion if
what the team gain by bringing him into the
fropt line they more than miss among th»
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| miiddle division. He threatened danger in a

most unexpected manner several times, and
when the other members of the line become
aceustomed to his style it should spell goals,
and this is what i3 urgently needed if Luton

are to taka a leading position on the Scuthern
League table.
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It was scarcely to be expected combination

would be u strong factor on Saturday, on

account of the recent changes in the composi-
tion of the front string, but if the line as consti-
tited at Brentford could be played regularly.
i i& pessible an improvement in the important
iatter of goal-ntitting T}uld result.
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In the other Scuthern League matches Waat
Ham wera defeated at home by Tottenham ot
spur by two goals to nil, and Brighton Albion
also suffered defeat on“their own ground by
tliree oals to one, - Southamnton being tha
victors. Queen’s Park Rangers drew at
Reading at one goal all. Millwall eoffeoted a
pomtless draw at Wellingborough, & similar re-
suit was arrivod at at Swindon, whera Plymouth
wera tha visitors. and New Brompton drew at,
Northnmpton at two goald all. Portsmouth beat
Kettering by 3 goals to 2, and Bristol Rovers

accounted for Ftilhnm by one goal to none.
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