The Southern League.

. L,UTON v. WEST HAM.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Resuit:—

LoD vhcoeconcavanrenssssenasea 1 goflil.
West Ham ...ccceve s, < nil.

| ere as follow:—
' %Egbltlﬁ%iazpmn; Bepnett and %ieEwen;
B Hawkes, White, and Wilhams; Eaton, R.
Hawkes, McKee, Turner, and Allsopp. :
West Ham—Griffiths ; Eccles and Oakes; Big-
den. Allizon, and Blythe; Kirby, Lyon, Bridge-
man, Mercer, and Satterthwaite.
Referee, Mr. g : Tillitﬁcn, (]Eimn-ingham),

I Luton never had any luck beﬁore, they were

decidedly lucky on Seturday In securing s

couple of points at the expense of West Ham—

lucky 1n not being a goal or two to the bad at

‘the mterval, and luckier sall perhaps in netting

the ball about a muple*{}f minutes before time.
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" Of course, there never ought to have been any
doubt about the result of this match, seeing
that the Hammers are nearly at the bottom of
the Leacue table and had only obtained one sotli-
tary point away fromm home. But we did not
know how badly some of the Luton men cou.l.’d
play until we saw the first half of Saturday’s
match.
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The day was absolutely perfect from a foot-
ball point of view—no bright sunshine, scarcely
a breath of wind, mild enough for the comfort
of the spectators and not too warm for the
olayers. The gate, however, was not a large
one, there never being more than three thou-
sand persons present.
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- Hor the first few minutes play was of an un-
eventful character, but at length the wvisitors

worked their way up the field and a very nice
middle was put mm from the left. ‘TFhompson
cleared .this, but was more severely tested a
moment later by Satterthwaite, who sent in a
hot shot. and this was followed by yet another,
but the Lufton custodian was mn good form, and
uegoelated the different atteenpts with a smast-
ness that did bhim credit.
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Bennett soon afterwards created an amusing
diversion by sending the ball flying into the
grand stand, and still more fun. was caused subse-
quently by one of the occupamts of the bench
adjoining the pitch, when he overbalanced him-
self in an effort to kick.the: bal.} back into play.

: L 4

The spectators laughed the more heartily at
these ineidents, perhaps, because there was so
hittle of an exhilarating nature in the exhibition
being given by the Luton players. Fven at this
varly stage it was the visitors who were showe
1mg the better form. Bob Hawkes was respon-
sible for one or two good efforts, and McKeao
- was fouled, apparently when+ well within the
- penalty arca, but the referee gave a free kick

culy and placed Eh&- ball on the very line.

‘Allsopp tcok the kick and shot  wide, bub
- directly afterwards he got in a good centre
~ ironm which, however, the visitors clearcd. The
Hammers going to the other end. Blythe put in
- @ heauntiful shdt, and Lyon also semt in g trim-
mer, but Thompin-n was as safe as the bank.

At this part of the game, the Luton forwards
were  continually sacrificing opportunities by
- their bad passes, Turner particularly being a.
sinner 1n this respect, and time after time the
‘ball was given to 'an opponent. Kirby had just
santf: in. one shot, and was makine the. running
again when be was challenged by MceEwen. and
Mae was applauded for the clever wav in which
he robbed his gpfedy adversary. :
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Turtier and Allsopp showed up with a good



‘run, and Allsopp swinging the ball across, Fred
Hawkes shot wide. Allsopp again went away
at a tangent. butl waited too long hefore taking
his kick for the centre, as he olten did during
the game, and the ball rebounded off one of
the visitors mho.hud mﬁna.ged .to ot back.

A long shot by White was punted out by
Grifiths, and then Luton made thewr mosy
ikely-looking attempt up to date, the whole of
the forwands participating, and after Griffiths

" had punched away a header from McKee, Bob

Hawkes shot just by the post. Bridgeman

then threatened danger at the other cnd, bub

was finally knocked off the ball by Mclwen,
and Luton returning to the atback, Turner and

McKee nullified a good opening by overdoing

the passing bu;siE-eSS. -
A strong and sustained assault was next made

by Luton, but the Hammers at length broke
away, and Bridgeman sent in a very dangerous
shot, which was promptly and _cleverly dealt
with by Thompson. Before half-tume was called,

Bob Hawkes had tried Griffiths with a fast

erounder, but taking the game altogether, the

visitors had played much smarter football than
the homesters, and 1t was hard lines own them
that they had nc;it obta.}.ued a lea.d'.

Happily for Luton, the play underwent &
change in the second half, for though West
' Ham did nct slacken their efforts, the homesters
improved wonderfully and had by far the larger
share of the exchanges. At the very oulset,
Luton went away with a rush, and Allsopp put
in a fine centre, giving Turner a grand chance,
but the inside-left skied the ball, which passed
yards and yands over the bar.
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Griffiths cleared from a good middle byBaton,
and then Allsopp got through in capital style,
but lost his head directly he found bhimselt
clear, and instead of running the ball 1n, took a
long shot. It was a good one, but the custodian
easily saved. Turner next worked his way up,
but his shot was badly iudged, and the visitors
poing to the other end, Bennett had to give a
corner. Kirby placed splendidly and another

corner resulted.
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In the latter case, Mercer took the kick, which
proved to be a very bad one, and Bobx Hawkes
and Eaton making a rattling run, the outside-
right put nicely across the goal, only for Allsopp
lo shoot miserably wide. From a free kick,
Luton made a prolonged attack on the Wesh
Ham goal, and once or twice 1ts downfall
seemed inevitable, but ultimately Williams shot
yust over the bar.
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Give-and-take play followed, and then Allsopp
forced a corner, which led up to a grand shot by
Turner. Another corner was conceded, and
Katon ploced well, but again Allsopp sent very
wide of the mark. The visitors retaliated, and
one of the forwards—Bridgeman, I think it was
—going tor the ball at the same tame
a3 McEwen, they both came down together, bu?
Mac fell on the other man and knocked all the
breath out of him, causing play to be suspended
for a few moments. e | .
. When hostilities were resumed, Eaton 'got
away and finished up with a shot that Griffiths
steered along the crossbar, and All=opp return-
g the ball, Eaton shot again, and the, ens-
' lodian kicked behind. Nothing ‘resulted” from
the corner, but a brilliant shot by Allsopp 'gave’
Guiffiths a warm handful, and McKee. coming
up at the time, made desperate and rot quite
legitimate efforts to relieve the goalkeeper of
possession, but without success.
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Fred Hawkes missed the post by a fery inches,
and the visitors then going down the field,
Satterthwaite, who was now playing inside-left
instead of outside, put in a geod shot, which
was only just a little wide.  Time was now
rapidly passing away, and the spectators were
regretfully coming to the conclusion that there
would be no score, when Luton forced 2 corner
which was well placed by Allsopp. j




Theres wus 110 1m1‘mxil=zilt'-e rdﬁult, but'p’mﬁﬂntly_

Eaton senw in o lovely shot, which Grituths fell
down 1 endewvouring to clear. Allsopp rushed
up, and he ang Meses between then succeedsd
1 gesuing the ball mto the net, Melkee pulbing
on the finighing touch. Thus a rather disappoint-
g mateh was brought to a se.nsu,blqnwl close, for
it wanted only about a couple of munuies to
time when the goal was scored.

The spectators woere delighted enough at the
result, though they could not help feling sorne
sympathy tor the visitors, not only because of

their plucky play, but also hecauvse the Pﬁﬁm":
thus snatched fw’m them at the last moment
might have been very valuable to thewn in their
effort to escape the bottom places on the League .

table.
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In the second half, Luton were no doubt con-
siderably the better team, but in the first por-
tion of the game the homesters gave a sad dis-
play of the rambling, serambling, order, and
anyone looking at them then could casily under-
stand the reason of their losing matches away

irom home. -
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Even after the improvemnt took place, judg-
ment was often wanting in turning to account
the openings that had been hardly worked for.
There was too much passing when passing was
not needed, and there was also some errafic
:hooting when a little bolder effort on the part
of the mdividual player might have carried him
through. I suppose, however, that these are

faults which may be more readily recognised-

fmgm the grand stand than remszdied on the
field.
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Thompson gave a good and consistent display
| all through, and McEwen was as indefatigable
as ever, and what with putting in all he knew
himself and encouraging those 1n fronti of him
toe keep the ball moving, he had a pretty busy
time. Bennett was not too safe at the cutset,
but improved as the game proceeded. The
halves gave a pretty good exhibition, but Wil-
| Llams was not quite at his best, and in the for-
ward line it was difficult to diseriminate.

Turner worked desperately hard, and if he had
cnly exercised a little more judgment, would
have given no cause for complaint. Allsop made
scme smart runs, but why does he wait so long
to steady the ball before attempting his centre?
Several times all his work was {thrown away
by thiy one fault, for if an opponent could not
get to_him. he could and did get in the way of
the ball Qf the other three not much need be
sald, except that I think Bob Hawkes would
have done better i1f he had been given more

opportunities.
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Luton. have a pretty good holiday programme |

to get through, but unfortunately for the club’s
finances and for the prospects of Southern
League points, most of the matches are away.

OUn Good Friday Luton will be at home to Wel- |

lingborough in the return League match, but
| on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday, they wnll
be away at Tottenham, Northampton, and
| Brighton _resspeeEively.
| : . | - ey
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Thera will, however, be & good match on the
To WnRgrwnd ol ga.t mjda,yl,a as Tottenham Hot-
. Bpur heserves are due to play our Serv
i 1 the return South-HBastern ILea e
on Monday ' the final for the Bed

pl &.ygd.
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-+ It appears it was Blythe, of West Ham, who
- net with an injury at Luton on Saturday.. On

Monday he paid a visit to Prof. Atkinson, ‘and
't was fcund that he will bei unable to play for

a couple of weeks.
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The fight between Southampton and Ports- |

mouth was the principal event in the Southern
-L@fl.gu'e Cﬂ-mp@tition. Q11 Sﬂ-ﬁlll‘dﬂg, and as tho
Saints won by 2 goals to nil, they may now be
_ 1*(:_@&1‘(19{1 as almost a eertainty for the oham-:
pronship.  Bristol Rovers drew at Millwall at 3
goals all, and Totttenham had to be con tent with
a pointless draw at Swindon. New: Brompton
beat Brentford by 3 coals to nil ang Fu.lhﬁm
and Queen's Park Rangers gained similar vio-
torres over Brighton and Welli ngborough re-
spectively. Kettering beat Northampton by 3
to 1. Not a single one of the visiting teams
cained a victory.
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