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The Southern League.

P}
FULHAN v. LUTON,

Played at Oraven Qultage on  Su turday,
Result i —
Fuolhinm
Luton
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The teams woere as lollow :—

Fulbam-—Fryer; Ross and Shavp: Howavth,
Gray, and Goldie; Scar, Fletcher, W arcrop,
l_h-u]uun, and Boll

Luton—Lindsay; Turner and MoEwen; I,
Huwles, White, and R, Hawkes; Naten, Lam.
perton, Penman, Ross, and Barnoe -

Roferce, Mr, A J. Barker (Hanley).
a N -

Both teams, it will ba noted, were at full
shrength, Baob Huawles making a wealecme po.
appedrance atter trying his ankle on Friday.
1~‘\:\lmm had out the exact side which was vie
tortous over the Spurs the previous Saturday,
The ulbham fhiolals npd arepared for a twenty
ghousand gaba, and I shouﬁd Jjudge not far short
of that enviable nuaillier were prescut to wel-
come the players. Fulham were first out and
recelved o prand reception, while the AP Pear-
tnce of Ted Turner with Tuton was almost us
cnthustastically cheerea. Ted is evidently a big
avourite at Uraven Cottage, where the spec-

titors remember his many fine games for Ful-
L.

When Mr. Barker called the caplains 1o
gether 1t was a curious sight that presented it-
aell, little Muc appearing quite a dwort by the
side of the lengthy Fryer. For a minute the

crowd was tickled by the spectacle, but when

the teams crossed over as a result of the Luton
captain winning the toss, the spectaters settled
Jown o withess what proved a ding dong battle
trom start to fimsh. There was litﬁe advantage
to be gailned from the ywind, but for the first five
minutes Luton appeared likely to open  the
score, the play for this period being confined

to the Fulham quarters. Right from tho com-

wencement Laton's right wing foreed the pame.
Eaton, however,

ut the ball behind. ]
o poal kick msu.lt?zd 5 g
[ ]
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Stall the attack was kept up, Goldie fouling
Fred Hawkes somewhere near the spot from
which Orr sent these two fine nlace kicks whioh
meant so much in the Cup-tie lust seuson. Tur-
per on this occasion dropped the *free! al-
rzust 1dentically in the same spot but unfortu-
nately his offort was not improved upcn in the
same way as his old clubmate's, snd Ross re-
lieved the pressure. Baines slmost did the
frick irom a fine pess by Lambertan, hut F ryer's
reach stood him 10 good stead antd he just
upped the sphere over the bar at the extreme
COTmET,

Naturally this state of affairs was rather dis-
tasteful to the spectators, who expected quite a
different exhibition. But a mighty roar an-
nounced a diversion as Bell was observed to get
away with the ball. Turner, who had been idle
up to this paint, quietly kicked into touch. and
thus nipped the first Fulham effort in the bud.
But the home players had now got into their
st*1ce, and the Luton defence had considerably
mare wosk to do. Howarth intercepted a
mcely intended pass from Barnes to his part-

ner, and for a moment thin._glu locked ugly for
Luton, bub ultimately the ball was put over.
L L

Not to be demied, Fulham were quickly down
again, Bell trying Lindsay with a weﬂf-intau-
- woned effort, but Luton's goalie was on the
spot and brought oft a brilliant save. Fletcher
was preseuted with a fine gpening by Ward-
rope, who tricked at least three Luton players
before parting with the ball. but the ex-Grimsby

player missed badly, and the Lutonians present
breathed sgam. :

- .

Barnes and Ross transferred the play and car-
ried the ball towards *he Fulham uprights, Ross
Fulbam) having tc concede a corner, &lthough
he should have cleared with ease From this,
the ball was kept bobbing about round Fryer
for a rmnute or so, but romeone finally placed
it behind and danger passed. The pley was
ance more taken to Luten’s end and Mae was
ccmpelled to give a corner frem a drive by Soar.
Indeed, just bere the play was very fast, each
s:de hawmng the advantage in turn, Fryer heing
seyerely tested with a fine shot by Eaton, while
a minute later Bob Hawkes put in & ehot which
LG one but a six-feoter could have got at. It
wes & fine indrvidual effort and fully deserved
to score. The orowd cheererd Fryer for bringzing

off a senzational save., as 1t looked a certain
goal.
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But the most heart-breaking mcident from a
Tuton point of view happened about five
minutes before the interval. DBarnes brought
the ball through in fine style on the left and
slung across a beautaful centre.  Lumberton
tirew the defence out, and 1he ball feil to Pep-
man, who had practically an open geal to shoov
at, but to the delight of the spectators he kicked
at it widly and the ball travelled over the bar
when he couwld have casily walked in with it.
It was & terrible miss, and Penman was visibly
upset by his failure to take edvantage of such
an opening Lhat scarcely occurs in a -nateh
more than once.

& L L

If the centre-forward had scored. no doubt it
vould huve helped him considerably, inasmuch
us it would have givea him the confidence he
¢vidently requires, for I am certaiu it is onl
nervousness that prevents him teing himself
full justice, and once ke could get over this feel-
g the better for Limself angl the Clcb. No
cther striking incident occurred previous to half-
ture. the teams retiring with a blank score-
sl eet.
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On the resumption, during an attack by
Luton, Goldie was anjured and the gume was
stopped, but he quickly recovered. After Soar
znd McoEwen had fought out one of their
numerous tussles near the corner, the ball was
observed to go into ‘touch. By the way,
McEwen beld the Fulham outsideright all
through the piece in grand style, and time after
time iairly smothered his efforts when it looked
all over bar shouting. If he could not etop Soar
getting the ball, Mac never hesitated to get
in the way of the centre, even if it meant giving

8 CoTOEr.
° L 4 L
Some nice combined work on the part of the
TLuton attack led up to Lamberton getting the

ball just outside the penalty line, and be let
drive wita & magnificent grounder whach
travelled at an enormous pdLo. Fryer threw
bimself full length across the goai, but the direc-
lion was just a trifle too wide, and the pall
assed by the upright—on the wrong side for

uton. The gpectators could hardly tell for a

moment if the ball was in the net or no, for
such was its pace that it passed over the line
d just a few

hefore Fryer could get down, an t
ymches would have told the tale. When Itlwncﬂl

discovered the net had not been pierced lou
cheers rent the air.  For a fime Fulha pressed,
and ¢n one occasion Penman was grven offuide
well in hic own half. But Luton were by no
means done with, and Ross was right throu

with a clear course for goal, whon he was badly
tripped from behind. He stumbled, but could
not quite recover, and & grand chance was thus
ApoLlt. I could bardly understand why Mr.
Barker allowed the incident to pass without
awarding a fonl unless it was he thought Ross

would have a bettec chance Lo BCOTO withoutb
stopping the game. ‘LTwo Or three chances were

cffered the wisiting forwards hereabouts, but
they failed to take advantage of them, and
Entcn finally put over the lLine.

.

But they were not the only Hiﬁrzera, fo

Fletcher at the opposite end W presented with
o fine opening, o tﬁmugh Lindsay ruther blocked
e way., Just after, Lindsay brought off a

grand save, the opposing leit working the ball

own and Graham let drive from close quar-
bers Time was rapidly drawing Desr, axd
Luton bemng fully content to divide the pointd,
laid  themeelves out W0 defend ﬁl;?mr goal.
)

Sev il OrNers Were |
Ol S held the fort to

Fulham. but Mcliwen and (lo.
the end, and the first Southern Leagueé point

bad been ecamed.

Ag recorded last week, & grodn improvement
had get in at Watford, and I am pleased to ﬁﬁ@?{;
this weleome retarn tey practico form was sinl
furtker in evidence ab Uraven Cottoge. Whﬁr’i
the players have settled dowr, 1t .WILI b founc

1the 11 e able to qul - | |
'”mymilmbm Eaf the Southern ILeague. On

Baturday the forwards did mpr:h better than in
Ny prgviuua; mateh, Eﬂ]’)ﬂ(ﬂ:ﬂﬂj’ in mtdﬁe]_ﬂ.
What is wanted is just & trifle more dash 1o
front of goal and o iew ghots of hho goTh L.u.'mE
herton failed to find the peb with, MI{;Lt:d

course, a bib nearer the bull’s.eye. A8 5

ubave, gan;nnn lucks confidence, other wiea he
played a good game, while his two inside com-
rades were in fine form, Hoss especially playiog
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a clever rame all through, Eaton and Bar

= = . . nﬂs
were both in good trim, and altogether the front
;;lrg gave the best exhibition eo far this

The middle line also played in something like

last seasoa’s form, Bob especially showing to .

advantage. He .s a big favourite wherever he
voes, and I think nowhere more than Fulham.
Fred White had a troublesome customer to deal
with In  Wardrope, but the c¢x-Middlesbozo’
player was given few chances to get clear away.
T'urner's height came in useful severul (imes
when Fulham were pressing, and althourh he
does not move across the goal quite co quickly
as McEwen, he did his share in keeping a clean
sheet. I have mentioned McEwen as usually
coming out top sawyer against what 1s one of
the most dangerous right wings in the Scuth,
while Lindsay still further endeared himself to
those Lutonians who were present by somse
really magnificent saves. Up to the present hLe
s quite filled Thempson's shoes, and no higher
pralse 1§ required, I am sure. _

Fulham have got together a good side un-
doubtedly, the forwards being & much better
balanced lot than last season when it was really
a. might-wing attack only. Soar is still the
author of the majority of the attacking work,
but Bell is a fine player, while Wardrope: with
just a trifle more dash. will muke a briiliant
centre. At half-back also. the side appear
strouger, Galdie being seen to greater advan-
tage than I have previously seen him. The two
new backs played a strong game, although I
heard expressions round the ropes which told in
favour of last year’s pair, Fryer is still a grand
custodian, and was really only beaten with Lam-
berton’a shot, which he could not have got aown
to if it had been a foot the other sids of the

upright.
® s 2

Among the spectators present was Mr F. J.
Wall, the secretary of the Footbuall A ssocietion,
in search of talent for the International trials.
He was anxious to know how many Englishmen
were in Luton’s ranks, sud asked the Luton
Yecrotary to mark his match card. When Mr.
(ireen informed him the whole side were home-
bred, he expressed hi.r:u:df as highly delighted.

The followmg are some of the Press com-
-ncnts on the match-—

“Daily Chronicle” :—' Fulham’s draw with
Lutcn was a grievous disappointment, though
this must nch prevent a warm: appreciation of
fforts of the Strawplaiters, who survived this
ordeal in the Lostile camp. It is pleasing 1o see
Luton getting back into form, though they seem
to have the same weakness as last season. They
can’t get goals, but they wou’t ket others bave

them.

«“ With few exceptions the men played that
sort of game that one seldom sees nowudays—
a bharmopious mixture of hoalthy vigour and
artistic touches In the latter respect the most
prominent player on the field was Luton’s leffs
half-back. R. Hawkes. This player has not the
physique to engage m the robust part of the
game. but he Las that which ig perhaps petter—
the ability to make full use of the strength
which is vouchsafed to him. On three occaions
l.o twiddled the Fulham defeace round his
fingers, tempted them to rush to a spob where
they would be of least hindrance to him, and
then, making a wrench, as the coursing reporter
puts it, he would let fly at goal with a shot that
czused the brow of Fryer to wrihkle with
anxiety. Hawkes has not the physical sym-
metry that often lends a kind of theatrical
glamiour to the deeds of some of his conterm-
porames, but hia subtlety 18 ocbwvious to the

observant.

¢ The oue great unmistukable chance of the
game was that which went the way of Penman,
the Lutoa centre-forward. He stood alone in
the six-yards’ radius with the ball stationary at
iug foet. It was a situation that called for a
great offort, and Peoman succeeded in acoom-
plishing & remarkable thing—he puf the ball
above fhe orossbar. Given tho same pedition A
hundred times in succession, none but a foot
juggler could have got the ball eo far awuy from

ite wmark. :
¢ Tindsay had mocs likely shote to stop thun
Fryer. but either custodian [L'fﬂ:\i’ﬁ the spectators
a little of their best. We all know Fryer, 50 1Y
meorely cemsins be said that, in Lmdauyi
Lutcn has a player whost actions are marke
t v the soundest of judgment, and a goalkeener
whose skill will carry them through nl.uﬁ,f tr:,?i
ing perods. MCEWFII und Tumgﬂgil@;ﬁﬂ E}i
0 pre .

Auibacis FEe GOl pLutun rearguard.

ettt rory capanic :
[m‘r‘nﬁtr:l{:'ﬂtg w}:ﬂ :} ﬁ{tiﬂlﬂ result to the H]]lﬁmllfl

endeavours of onther side, for it would have

' ) lea of defeat
heen o pity lo have gecn L A
upon lep 1_13;1.11:{311{‘&1'1 of men who hﬁ'c‘l plwﬂ fil{l
cleverly. No goals were scored, and overybodly
was satisfiod "’ .
-
as tho case last

“ Daily Nows ':—"“ A8 W
&80T, ﬁlt} brurt of the work falls on the Laton

defence, which happily is very ;mlféﬂd il‘:m{iﬁ:ﬁ
! ; 1 ', the averi X Ay ELER e
in geoal 18 vbove Bl Hul

wequitted himsolf like o master. At ba _

llil;ln supporters had the pleasure of SOOI 1r-lh~1r
cilel friu}ufr?['lurm-r. who was wrth {hera last; your,
and he treated them to one of has best Eﬂ:i
[itions McEwen was the same foarless Mac

it ' - the
1d.  In addition to repeatedly breaking up U
?.*‘ulhmn attacks, R. 1Tawkes was the mlfv Luton

pmy Rerigus troubie.
d rank, }\'1111::11-
to mainiaan

mun  who gave Fryer
Prrnes 18 the prek of {the [orwar
apods Ftrr.rnj._rth?uin_ 1f I.utcrn”n.ﬂjt
their position in 1bo Ifu.guv.

« Morning  Teader’ :—* Luton have just
signed on Priobasd, a young player {rfnrn
Aotherwell, who will fill n place In the inters
madinte diviston whHem ocoasion requires. The
Gtrawplaiters cannob always depend upon Bob
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ITawkes, by the way, and it is unfortunate for
them that they caunot. The amateur was in
splendid form against the clever Fulham for-
wiards. and his ﬁlﬁplﬂ.}r was u distinct featurs
of the gauie. ‘

*I do not want to analyse nor draw conclu-
stuns Lthat may discourage our noble friends, the
Strawplaiters, but if they will permit me to say
:¢, their 1ailk contains vather too much water.
In other words. they are usll powerful in Jefence
nnd weak 1 attack. Their goalkeeper, Lindsay
—a familiar name in Luton’s defence, by the
way—i18 & reul treasure. He wus understucy to
Doig at Sunderland for two seasons, and Lind-
say 13 not all arms and legs. You cannot call
him °fireworks.’ He takes the big ball with
the ease of a wicketkeeper who stands up to «
slow Lowler, and he returns it to the field yith
tce sume unconcern. He 18 never flunied, nor
is he caught unawares, and in this particulu:
match Liudsay showed that intelligent antiei-
pation which 1s half the battle. Then there is
McEwen at left back. Judge & man by the
nuwture of the opposition’ against him, gud
MceEwen was the first defender on the field.
You see him yath his hunds on his hips dancing
nbout like one who knows that sooner cr later
the ball must come to him. In sheer despera-
(lon, sometimes, he goes for the ball, and on one
occasion he was bowled over; nothing to be
wondered ut when a man of his inches goes full
tilt at a solid uccumulation like Wardrope Nor
ivust we overlook Turner, who is less anticipu-
tory than MeEwen, but a back who clears the
way. The finest of them all was Bob Hawkers,
who 1s worth two men in any Ea.]f-back line.?”

[ ] L

The Portsmouth ‘‘ Football Mail ”” publishes
an interwview with Thompson, Pompey’'s new
custodian. TLompson, in the course of his re-
murks, says 1t was on the suggestion of McEwen
that he came to Luton last season, and Le did
not suppcse be should Lave come South at &ll
if it had not been for Mac. Then follow these
interesting remarks »—

“ What did you think of Portsmouth when
you met them last seascn? ™

“ Well,” Thompeon replied, after a second’s
thought, ‘‘ Pompey shaped well against us at
Luton. In fact, they should have won on the
day’s play. But McEwwn is a grand back, and
a fine captain. and our defence managed 1t
stava off defeat.” e ‘

“I may assume, I suppose, that McEwen :s
one of tgﬂ bestt backe you have ever played
behind? ™’

“Yes,’ said Thompson,  there's no -doubt
alout that. For a player of his inches Le is a

maxvel.”’

And so say all af us.
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