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The Southern League.

LUTON v. READING.

Tho teams were as follow:— i

Lutcn—Lindsay ; Turner and Moeliwen ; Prit-
chard, White. and R. Hawkes; Lamberton,
Eatcn, Penman, Ross, and Barnes.

Reading—Naisby; Henderson and Smith;
Riley, Bannister, and Brown; Long, Higgin-
son, Corrin, Meclntyre, and Gp’mmb]ﬂ

Referee, Mr. cz =W lzsailey (Ldicester).
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On paper form, 1t was really tov much to
expect a win at Reading, but hopes based on
previous performances in the biscult ceatre
buoyed up the tecam and officials who made the
journey. It will be noticed Fred Hawkes was
an absentee, a certain interesting event earlier
in the week, of course, being the cause, but his
standing down meant no loss of con Ice DY
the cirectors, for withh Pritchard avaulable there
was felt to be ll.rﬁbla cause for .anxiefty.

About 5,000 were present when Penman kick-
od off, Reading haviag won the toss. There was
a decided breeze, of which the home side natur-
ally took advantage. Still, 1t was Luton who
werc first dangerous, chiefly through the work
of Ross and:Barnes on the The latter tak-
ing a clever pass from Ross, centred right across
tc Haton, who was staading practically alone,
but Naishy somewhat easily disposed of his
shot by giving a corner, which was not im-
proved upon. 5 . k

A little later Lamberton received in an almost
similar position, but he put the ball wide and
an opportunity was spoilt. This was not at all
t» the liking of the Reading spectators, whao
could only exercise their lungs when the home
defence brought off some brilliant save  But
atter some ten or twelve minutes they had the
satisfaction of cheering the attacking brigade,
for Leng got going, and onece or twice Pritchard
was hard puv to i1ti. but he mipped i several
times bta good effect. Still the Reading for-
waxrds were having a bigger share of the play,
and Lundsay was called upon by Corrp, but he
w=8 on the spot, and, catching the leather,
threw 1t down the ﬂe!d,_ﬁ X |

For some minutes the Reading forwards were
masters of the situation until they came to Lind-
say’s charge, but so well did he hold the fort
that really the Biscuit boys seldom looked likely
to plerce his defence. Omn one occasion the
Luton backs and halves seemed o get into a bit
of a tangle, but McEwen came to the rescue
in his usual daring manner, jumping in and
robbing a <luster of the home forwards whe
were cnly about l'welve "Y&I'dﬂ away irom goal.

Lindsay was called upon very similarly to
Kingsley the previous week, when Pritchard, in
trying to head the ball away, turned it just
under the crossbar, but Luton’s goalie was equal
to the occasion and cleverly tipped 1 over. As
a rule Smith was very certain in his kicking, but
hereabouts he failed to get hold of the ball and
it cannoned across to Penman. For a moment
the local spectators held themr breath, as it
1t locked an ugly situation fram a Reading
point of view. The Luton centre passed over
to Eaton, who was well placed, but ge« only put
in a feeble effort which Naisby had little diffi-
culty in clearing.
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On the whole the game in the first half was
a good one, although the wind oftimes caused
a stoppage because of the ball being blown into
touch. A diversion was made by Lamberton,
who forced his way through with the ball, and
working towards the centre, his partner took
the outside to wait for the pass. By drawing
the defence towards him, Lamberton exhibited
good judgment, and then he sent the ball out
to Haton, but the latber put the ball too far
forward, and Herbert Smath was able to send
down the field.
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The right wing of Reading were the more
dangerous pair, McEwen Laving a handful more
than once with Higginson, who, as half-time
approached, was very aggressive.  Still Luton
were by no means continually on the defence,
anfl a run through by Barnes ended in Naisby
having «ll his work cut out to dispose of the
final drive from decent range by the ex-West
Ham winger. MecIntyre fouled Lamberton and
Turner placed grandly, but Smith tgata his head
to the ball and rent it well out of the danger
zcne. Just previous to retiring for refresh-
ments, Higginson beat Turner in a race for the
oall and drove it hard on the outside of the
net—a very close thing ‘ndeed, and by far the
nearest to scoring in thvs half.
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Baton niade a fine pass to Lambertom quite
carly after changing cver, und the latter got
glcely away, but his centreé went begging,
.;.;tyrnera not being able to get up in wme. fter
'his chance the seeno of operations shafted to
tl;_e Cpposite end, and Lindsay was in the mxdst.
of the play. Tt was only seven minutes after




the commencement of the concluling half when
what proved to be onlﬂegoal of the match was
netted for Reading. Lall had been kept 1n
| the vicinity of the Luton goal for a moment or
g0, when it suddenly went out to Crombie, who
was almost ,on the touch-line, and he caught 113‘
on the rebound. I have lttle doubt he omly

attempted to centre the bzall, but it came across
ut & decent pace snd entered the net right inl the |
top corner. It was certainly a lucky goal ;
vevortheless, it meant winning homours for the

home side. . i L |

Luton did not appear to take it very much to
heart; indeed, Ross all but equalised, Nm&by]
having to conie out of his goal to rob the Luton |
inside-left. ~ Coming through again, Crombie |
{red another long shot, but this tume it fell a
trifle short, and n just failed to get up in
time. to rush it by Landsay. A bit later Land-
say was compelled to run the ball out almost
to tha corner flag in order to relieve the pres-
sure, and he finally kiol:ed intc; touch-
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A nice run through by Lamberton ended 1n a l
swinging centre which travelled over to the leit
wing, and Barnes put in a grand attempt, which |
Naisby did well to clear. Exciting tems were
quite frejuent, for Long, taking a well-inten-
tioned pass by Crombie, looked all over a

‘seorer, but McEwen robbed at the moment of
shooting. Crombie was assiduously fed at this
stage and kept Turner busy, but the Luton back
stuck well to his work, and the Reading forward |
could not make great l:ea.dwaz’.
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Again Barnes ran through and caused Naisby
to leave his goal, but the Luton player parted
with the ball with tplendid judgment before the
Reading custodian could reach them. Unlucki-]
ly for Luton, Herbert Smith just reached the
centre befcre a Luton player could settle on itf, |
and what appeared a certain equaliser was pre- l
vented. It was decidedly rough on Barnes, for !
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nlg effort fully deserved a point.
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- About tweaty minutes from the finish Lam- t
berton changed places with Penman with a view
ta forcing a goal, but :t cannot be said the
change worked well, for the latier did not ap-
pcar happy on the extreme wing. It was at the
apposite end where the ball again entered the
net, Long being the player who found the tar- |
get with a really fine drive, but the referee quite
r:zhtly gave him offside. A well-worked-out
movement by the majority of the Luton for-
wards ended by Barnes shinging acrose a really |
get with a really fine drive, but the referee quite |
unattended, but he made an awful mess of the |
opportunity by putting the ball yards over. The ¢
~crowd chuckled ati this let-off rather loudly. |
This was about the last exciting incident, and |
the teams left the field after an exciting if not |
particularly scmxgti.-ﬁc di.sr_)lay. =

~ Luton quite kept up their reputation ati Read- |
Ing by giving the home side a rare tying-up to |
earn the points; indeed, they were full value
for a draw. Iandsay once more proved a fine
defender, while the backs came through with
credit. At half-back Pritchard was probably
th¢ most effective, and fully deserves a regular
position. Bob Hawkes. who was making his
mitial appearance at Reading, naturally took
the eye of the crowd by many brilliant touches,
albeit he had a rather dangerous couple in Long
«nd Higginson to handle.
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Undoubtedly the two who stood out among
the forwards were Ross and Barnes, the latter
especially bringing off numerocus Opeﬂinﬁsl
which his comrades failed to take advantage of.
He was probably the best forward on the feld.
although Long played a fine game for Reading. |
Lamberton also did well at outside-right, his |
corrers especlally being finely placed. He &id
not nave much of an opportunity when he went
in the centre, as it was near time ; still, T should
say he was more eﬁective on the wing.
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There were twa surprises ir the Southern
League on Saturday. One was Millwall's sue
cess at Nerthampton and the otfier Brentford's
victory at Brighton. Fulham made a draw with
?ou-:.ehamp’tnn.. and Bristol Rovers, who are to
¢ Luton's opponents on Saturday rext, beat

Tottenham Homgur by 3 goals to 1.
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