The Southern League.

LUTON v. NEW BROMPTON.
Played ot Luton on Saturday. Result:—

Lum AR sd s g e Erend s N R e R 1 gm-il“.
New Bromplon ......c.cceeee ml.

The teams were na follow :—

Luton—Lindsuy ; ‘Turner atid McEwen: 7
Eawkes, Whito, and Pritchard ; Baton, R
ITawkes, Lamberton, Moody, and Bames,

New Bromptou—Gnfliths;  White and ;
tan ; Bull, W?I.ttﬂ, and LElliott ; Felton, Mcgg
Leigh, Morns, and Lagar.

Referee, Mr. A. J, I'Elpp;-; (London).

Althcugn Ross has proved himeqlf to- be the
best and most consistent of our forwards,
especially from the poul-scoring poing of view
the seeming misfertune of his absonce on Sutyr.
day was really a blessing in disguise, for it Neces-
sibated o re-wrungement of the forwards, with
the happieat possible results. :

When I say the happiest possible results,
I mean as regards the effect on the play and not
vu the directors, some of whom wers in any
thing but a happy frame of mind OWILg to my
criticism last week wnd to the fact that they
were compelled 10 do what I said they ought
to have dome months apo. It was the lattep
cirenmstance which seemed to bave the most
ITitating effect.

» ® -
. As originally arranged, Moody was to a pear
i the centre, J;;.nd our ridiculous right w:iaE Wi
10 be preserved in all its meffectiveness. . But
when Ross dropped out, Moody was the
ulau who could ve put in his pliee, and then the
common-sensa of some of the directors prevailed
over the prejidices of the others sufficiently to
allow Lamberton to be transferred to the centre,
Bob Hawkes was ‘nduosd to take the insider
rnight position, and Eaton returned to s old
rlace at outside. -

B E H

The eoxpermment thus uwonwillingly adepbed
turned out a great success; the attack was
brighter than it had beaa for a long time past,
and Iamberton even exceeded my expeetations
at centre, for he settled down at once and
played a grana game ull the way through, de-
spite tho merciless knocking about he received
from men who were nearly double his weight
atd wha were exasperated at thewr mability to
keep him in cha:.;k by 1'1111‘ means.

The weather was decidedly favourable for the
mateh, but the attendance was the poarest thas
scason. less than £50 being taken ot the gate.
This, of course, was the result of the humiliatine
defeat experienced at Fulham, coming, as it did,
cn top of muany other disappointments in the
Southern Leaguca
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New Brompton, who were weakened by the
absence of Barnfather and Turner, won the
toss, and took advantage of a fairly strong
Lreeze whica was blowing towards the Bury
¥arm end. Luton, however, were the first to
get away, Barnes making the running and put-

Ing 1 a fine centre, from which Lamberton -

headed Eehind. The homesters renewed their
overtures on the leit without effect, and then
bhe riirht wiDx yolned in the attack, and the bali
was placed nicely across the mouth of goal, but
vr-fortunately it wwas over the heads of the othes

forwards, and the defence managed ‘to gain
relief. 5 - =

A miss by Turner at the other end let in the
visitors’ left wing, but McEwen sayed the situs.
tion, and Moody showed up with a good shot
which Grithths saved After the Bromptonians
had had a frmatless corner, Luton made a Jively
assault, and Meody had cleared all ohstacles ex-
cept White. who was on the ground and quite
heaple-ss so far as legitimate play was concerned.
With an unscrupulousness that excited wonder
bwv 1ts very audacity, however, White saved
what looked like being a certain goal by cding-
mg to Moody round the waist and holding him
untii the other men got back.

Such an offence was very nadequately
punished with a frec hkick, though, as it was
cutside the penalty line, nothing more could be
given. A corner resulted from Pritohard’s kick,
and Bob Hawkes was responsible for u lovel
skot which just missed the bar. After the wisk

tors had :inade a spinted but unsuccessful attack |

on the Luion goal, Luton agam assumed the
upper hand, and there were loud appeals for a
penalty when Tamberten was brought down in

frent of goal just as he was tryine to convert a
well-placed kick by McEwen.
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But a still greater misfortune befel the Lomse-
<ters a mrmute or two later, Lamberton recover-

ing himself, after being fouled, and scoring a |

magnificent goal, only to find it disallowed and
Brompton *“ punished *’ for their offence by hav-
ing & free kick against them. It was desperate
ly bard lines on faton, and one could scarcely
be surprised at the demonstrations of dis-

approval _whir:h came {rom il parts of the |

ground.
@ - =~ '
The Brompton defendwrs, finding fouling the
best paying game, indulged themselves to the
top of their bent, and it was noti long before
Lamberton was again tripped, i1bhis time #8 he
was in the act of taking a cenire from Barnes.
'The visitors then created a diversion, and Leigh
and Morms came very near scaring, but Luton
saved their gcal by giving a corner, which was
placed behind. ’ g

Lindsay cleared well from a good shot by
Vatts, and Bob Hawkes and Lamberton trans-
ferning the play, Luton maintained the pressure
right up to tho interval, but though many
good openings were made, there was no score,
and the teums crossed over with a blank sheet.
The homesters .o far, bad certainly been the
better tean:, but not to swch an extent ag to
monopolise the play. Still, had t had tweo
goals when Lamberton scored and when Moody
e all probability would have seored but for the
foul, it would only have been m accordance wath
their merita.

- - -

In the second balf the play was of a chn%—d?ng

character, Luton constantly attacking and New

Brompton almost as constantly fouling  Dirtaer
tactics than those ndopted by the wisiting de-
fence have unever been seen on the JLuton
ground, and to simply give a free kick at every
deliberate repetition of the offence seemed a
very weak way of dealing with the evil. Surel

tivo chief offender should huve been cautioned,
«nd, if he persisted in his conduet, ordered off

There was prastically sniy one {cam 1n it
in this half, Lindsay having little or nuthxnﬁoto
Jdo. Bab Hawkes got in two or three good shots
to start with, ung Lamberton also sent m a
bonuty, which Griffiths saved. Play had to be
suspended for a foy moment as a result of
Eaton getting hurt, and later on he got nnother
kpaok, which incupacitaied him and eventually

caused his retirecient, .
A

From a fine centra by Barpes, Griffiths punted
the ball in the air, and then Lamberton sent im
a brilliant shot, whioch White was luoky to save
al, the expense of n corner. Never had Luton
shown & hvelier atiaclk than OV, and the ounly
roliof abtained by the Bromplonuins was when
the whigtlo eounded for g foul Most of thesa
foula tool placo outsida the penalty lino, but of;
last Moody was grounded within the fatsd avems,

This was about ten minutes from the finish,
and the spectators walched with breathless m
terest Whi o the rofereo went to Cﬂﬂ*ﬂl“i tho lines-
man, who was in a good ][H'rﬁil-i-rm b woe, When
i was seen that a penalty had been sywarded,
Ltno excitement became intense, and coming ab
such a junoture, there are not mony players who
could find therpselvas entrusted with the respon-
gibility of the kick mlh'(mi beang uhnerved,

Bob Hawkes, however, appearcd Lo be as gool
as n cucumber when he stopped to the fromt;
he waitod pastiently until the whistle sounded,
and then lot fly with a shot which gave the cus
todian na chance at all  When the ball was
safely in tho net. tha penteup !'ﬁ}lmp:.'-: of tlino
spastators found relief in smwch a dsplay of en.

weinsm o8 hag seldom been witnessed. 1t was
not so much the thought of victory thoat  gove
the satisfaotion, as tho fealmg that the réprahen:
aillo taobics of the visitors had at last moet with
the punishment they doservod, and that tho
persovaring efforts of tho homestorn, i oo of
o el disporngremoent,  hod toocavext therr (e

ro-ward,

] - "

Lubon well hold theiy awn in the conelwbog
minutos of the pame, and tharo wiki anotbes
famonaliriviion  n# the playoers  lalt the  fedd,
Javer had vietory beon moroe thoroughly earmed
than on this coonmon, wod by oportinsn sy
be judged from the Loagoe table, Luton having

e up o oouple of potohes wad ey benog

fth froon (ha bolbow,
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One pleasing feature of the match, from a |
Luton pomt of view, was that, in spite of all
provecation, the Lutonians strictly played the
game, and left the fouling ta their oppcnents.
Hor ouce n a way, there were no weak spots
m e home teanm, though some players, of
course, came out more prominently than others.
For energy and detecmination, McEwen sct a
splendid exaniple, and it was well followed by
the other men. Turner gave a very good
- account of himself, and the consequence was
- that Landsay had little 10 do 1n goal, but he
did that little well.

e - & o
At half back both White and Fred Hawkes
showed good Zorm, but at was Pritchard who
caught the eye most, urd he really gave a tine
exhsbation, both in defence and attack. It 13
L0 -chﬁpamgemm‘lt to the others ta say that, on i
Saturday’'s showing, Pritchard is much too good
4 man to be ieftfutoftbat@m,
- o

Perhaps I had better not eulogise the {ront |
string too {reely, or some of my friends o the
mreolorate may say 1 have an undue partiahty
{for the for of my own choicee. But :f I did
unburden myself last week with unusuval ‘rank-
ness, i, was only because I knew thargs had gone
too far for it to do any harm and because other
means of securing an alteration had beem ex-
hausted.

, 2 - :

Weeks and weeks ago I arged, privately at
any rate, that Lamberton was the cne who
aitght to be played at cemtre-forward, seeing
that he was the man with the most dash and
wes always happiest when i1n the thick of the
fray, and I had a letter which Lamberton wrote
to me in the close season m answer tc my in-
quiries, and in which he stated that his favourite
positicns were ingide-right or  centre-forward.
Ard yet for weeks past, he was been absolutely
wasted ab outsideright, while League points
vnd Cup prosnects bave been frittered away 1in
soder to give trials to almost anyoody who came
slong. ; :

Lamberton himself clearly jroved wha was in |
tle right, and without lavishing praise on him,
1 am confideat no one will challenge the accu-
racy of the statement when I say that neither
this scason nor last have we had a centre-forward
who played ws good a game as Lamberton
pla on Sﬂtu-rcLiﬂ.y. Barnes and M Were
' hkewise in capital fettle, tbke latter showing
 guite his oit form. Bob Hawkes rendered an
 cxcallent account of himself st inside-right and
 Haton did very well at outside vatil he was hurt.
Mo was off the fold for some time, but when
 Lmton scored the goal, he came on again and
nod another try, but was unable to do much.
Passibly, the best proof of the effectiveness of
tte forward line was the fact that Roes was not
missed, A : <

Un Saturday next, Luton will visit Welling-
 korough, where I bope to see them bag a brace
of pomts. Lamberton will again play centre-
rorward, and Ross, I understand, will probably
rlay inside-right, with Roland Brown M%
Eaton being unable to take part. Moody w
agmn appear at nside-left,
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