The Southern League.

. SOUTHAMPTON v LUTON.
l'l.yed st Eouthampon oo Scturdsy.

4 goals
1 goal

The teams were as follow: —

Lutoo—Licdsay. Tumer snd le_vn:n A
Huwkes, White, aad & Hawkes; Eaton, Hoes,
Lamberton, Moody, and Bunes

.‘h.ulhu‘nplxnr- and Maly-
ewx7 1oa Tty smdl Iln.ﬂwr Webb, Blaf,
Hediey, Fraser, and Mowncker.

Referce, Mr. A. G lba (.\_«un‘h‘m)_

Uoints are extremely difficuls for visiting |
tesms o obtam at the Dell; indeed,

<y, conse-
q\.aul)y were presumably the best st the dis
peel of the two clube. A udden attack of in-
‘Lruu was the cause of bome goslkeeper's
shsence.

.
Molyneux won the toss and paturelly took

W hatever he o(-.vwmrybeu‘mofwuk
ness between the uprights this incident raised
in the breasts of the Luum ers, muy fled,
hrlmm:nb“ndl ren Judged
guilty of Ing m l.u within the

Ho must ormed s | penaly

e ball really unnmednanu.-lnrm. Iz
was nh.uncdy unlucky, and would ot be given
a penalfy ninety-oine mnesom of a hundred.

The crowd, to their oredit, did not go in for
lysterics over the award, und were cantent with
& ild rheer when Houlker beat Lindsay. Nob

Lulon .u.& held its own, and a eoup]a
olamer:mqumklylmu:d without an: ung
tangible resulting. The ball was work

end to end, both attacks being seen to ndvun-
tage. Fraser, however, made & sad mess of a
nice pass from his partner by placng yvards
ovor when in a gmd poslllon for scoring.

Once or twice during the first quarter of an
hour did Eaton and ﬁa.rm get through and
drop in & promuang centre and it was off one
such fron: the former that Moody equalised the
wcore after fifteer. minutes’ play. It was a
clever yoal, ‘Mnod*k ving to pnwuonlly nce
nson was about to E\d‘
away Buy the Laton forward kept his Mnd
figely, and, although closely attended by the
bome back: s.bepuhunzmﬂshotwdluntul
Byroun's reach

- - -
Sion afterwards Bob Hawkes tried one of his
beot, which, hawever, was punted over vy Byrne
at he expense of a corner, but this was not im-
pioved upon, home
throuch maoy anxicus moments hmu.boma., for
EBenson and Molyneax wore kept hard at work
defending, and it was seldom the Saints’ for-
wards got away.

evenlun!ly they did so. Webb getting
k,hmugh 02 the right, planted the ball in the
centre near Dnnly, lm:i he put it to Bluff, who

was better placed. latter let diive, and the
ball passod mw the net, although it appeared to
tcur* wither White or Turner, for it went

an appeared
bable from the position Bluff shot from. Thus |
Sonthampton ook the lead for the second time
after hulru\ hour's play i ;



Several ties immediately afterwards the
ey Torwatls apranssdilieels to joamassthi
lead, Lindsay bringing efi at least two saves
from shots at close quarters which might haye
veasomably been expected to seore, while again
Wehh ot the bettor of McBwen and canie
awav quit> an his own, but he did not turn the
wpportunity to advantage. He put the ball
across the goal-mouth, but it went out on the
oppusite side. However, the forcing taotios of
the Samts’ vangusard was not to be without its
vexcird, for, follonving somo exceptionaily clever
work cn the part f the inside forwand trio,
Hedley made the acore 3—1 with what yproved
to be the goal the day. It was prac-
#ically unstoppable, and hit the back cf the net
like 4 shot from a gun.
@ -

from this t to the intarval Luton bad a
turn of attacking. Two coraers were awars
after considerable pressure, but tbe sitvation
was eventually relieved by Eaton placing the
second behiod  Just befoce the interval the
play was still in the vicinity of Byrne, and
Parnes, who had drawn towards the goal, was
giveu a chance to ce the margin, but he
could not sufficiently control the bLall, snd it
travelled over the goal-line wide of the uprights
instead of Sndim% its lod.zing‘pkwe in the net.

In the second half, Luton mare than leld
thoir own, and still another corner was farced,
but Burnes again placed behind. Quite early in
this half Ross came through cleverly, w{n]e
TEatun held off Houlker, but Dave just failed to
direct the ball properly—a very lucky escape for
the Saints Indeed, &t thll‘:hf)uint thero srere
several such incidents, the being sent in to-
wards the Southampton goal, but tin:c after
time Byrne and Molyneux proved equal to tbe
pressure, until at last the ball went over the
tine and a gos} kick sras swarded.

Once Barnes did find the ret {rom a pass by
Faton, but he was just offside, and no goal re-
sulted. The game was stopped for two or three
minutes through Lamberton getting lLurt, but
he did not leave the field and apparently was
not handicapped by the sccident. The Saints
harl better hock at Iio opposite goal when a fino
drive from Hedk>y was magmficently steppod al-
w.oat on the line by Lindsay. e custodian feil
i saving, and just managed to touch the ball
o Turner, who kicked away But the relief was
only temporary, for before Lindsay cculd re-
cover his position Bluff had got m a return shot,
wsking the fourth goal for Southampton.

A bit later an almost similar shot to that of
Hedley’s was put in by Lamberton, and Byrne
jusc managed lo drop ¢n the ball by the side of
‘the post. He couid not get it away, hut man-
aged to turn i roand the upright at.a second
attempt, and thua was more i luok’s fvay than
Lindsay, haying plents of time to recover be-
fore the shot was put back. Barnes, in forcing.
his wray through. was fouled by lec, but 1t
would have served Luton better if the referee
Tad ignored the offence, for Barnes was prac-
tically free when the wsusfle ‘went.

Hawever the place-kick was got away, and.
thus the sinners enjoyed the advantage. Once
more did Tuton appear dungerous when Euo’n
dropped across a nice miidle to Lamkerton's
toe, but Byrne got to the shot from Luton's
conire-forsard, and still another unfruitful cor:
Wt [ ] - -

The resulb was most disappointing after the
magnificent, form of the whale Lattan side. They
have not played a better game this zeason, but
lheir Tuck was out. While T would aimit
the Seints were a shade the better side, a single-
gan] victory was even more than they deserved
on tha play. It wasa {ract to watch the clever
novements coming _from both sides 1
turongh the piece, while it was also n pleasare
to see such o game praoti ly free from fouls.
1 do not remember half-s-dozen throughout the

ma.
5 »

- .
Vindsay kepta good gosl, whi's McEwen and
Turner, uy.lthou } Hard-worked at times, played
well at back Yossibly the balves wero not seen
to such advantage as i some matches, bt they
were rieeting almost, if not quite, the cleverest
string of forwards in 1he Leas Bob Hawkes
was the most prominent, chiefly hecause he
waried the play. {:ry puttiag in a bit of attacking
on his own ; indeed, he had decidedly hard lines
two or three (imge mn nczt notc!png a goal.

Torsvard. the left wing were the cleverer LAir,
nod Moody wos unl to any. forward on the
nord, Mooy e dividual work nnd providing

apportunities for his T
ulsllIul, "‘vu ‘tuch in evidence, and kept Lis winge
together well. Ross was soaroely 0 E@

ab ingide-right a8 T have seer. him on | np&%
aitn wing; still he played a clever game, anc




scveral times was a wcurce of considerable
cusicty to the home defence. Eaton once o
bwico suffared froin Iack of pace in getting cff
rith the bull 2 it oae out lo um near the
ne, otherwiea ha cid well. especially when it is
psidered bo had not been altogether w the
best of health. this holiday tie.

.

Where outhampton held the advantage was
at. half-back, and dt would be difficuit te pick out
e best plager in this line, for Houlker and
Daiuty wero quite cqual to Lee, who, T notice,
hus again beew picked for the trial games.
Molyneux was the beter buck, Benson being
very erratio ah tunes, and scarcely of the cluss
usually associated with Southampton. By keep-
ing the scare down 0 & single goal, Tiyrue must
be said bt have been a success, for Clawley could
10t have saved Moody’s shot and might pesibly
have allowed some others to score.
Sy

Amocag the forwards Bluff was most con-
spicuous when the goal was endangered, ard bas
mproved marvellousty since last season, when
he was littla above the standard of a nioderate
scldier team * He is quita on the small side,
but }vit.h two stalyarts like Hedley and Fraser
making up e wmside forward rank, the stleck
appears ta b able to carry a little one withont
Ll "

Le stronger winger, Wabb only occasionally
cotting tha better of McEwon.

The great surprise of the other Leagve
natohes was the defeat of Watford sc ome by
Millwall. Nob since the middle of October had
Watford tasted defeat, they had been creating
surpeise after surprise in their away matches,
ind then when they had got what appeared to
be 3 soft thing on at home, they allowed them-
qlves ta ba beaten.  And it was no fluke cither,
‘or Millyrall won faily and squarely on their
merita.
. . .

Fulbam, who ara to vizit Luton oun Satarday
i g
3 it waa only a n;
but Reading performed in sometbing like sensa-
sonsl style, beating Portsmouth by 5 coals to
nil. At Wellingborough, Swindon won a lucky
victory by ‘& goal to uac_}ung

The followinz is the League table up to date:
Goals.

. Wn. Do. Lt. For. Agst P.
7 n 4 2 85 13

26

1612 1 3 84 15 25

10 5 2 29 471 25

4 1 6 35 31 18
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On Saurday next Luton will entertain their
oI friends, Fulham, and hops on this cecasion
o obtain some satisfaction for past bumiliations
cflicted by the lomdoners. But they will need
o bo on their best behaviour, for Fulham are
roing yery strong just now Mo t
beat Tottenham pur by 6 goals to nil—a
considerable Lml.:imemgnk on their Saturday’s

formance—and as they are in strict, training
F::' the Cup twe, we sll::rl probably see thera
right at the top of their farm.

‘ . . .

Neverthelecs, if Luton play as well as they
did last week at Southampton, Luton will win.
Supportes of the homa club must bear in mind
that in epite of the score against them, Luton |
reully played a grand game against the Saints,
and axe deserving of every encouragement
when y turn oub on Saturday next. Let
there be a biw crowd, then, and plent of enthu-
singm.

s - -

‘atford wese very plensed with their win at
Dx.vzvnn Inst , although it was only. m“me
SJ 7. 'The * Wasford Observer” says:—: For
the firsh time sinca they had been a professional
olub Watford succeeded, on Tuesday, in beating
the Strawpluiters at Luton. M seored
the only the match with a straight drive
whioh crashed ‘nto the top of the net. TLindsay,
the home goalkesper. raade two or three sensa-
lional sayes, the mast notable Leing when he
{hrew himsalf full length at & ground shot fronu
Tennank snd with a muignty effort furned the
sourse of a fast I-ml.l

- .
Tt js good to win any match, bub it is doubly
sweelt togg\?ufor_i to hinmph at Luton, Whex
they have experien 2 reverses, N
since tha memorable Cup-tie, aboul six yeurs
ogo, when Fara scored twice, have the Cassio-
road men sbla to hold the Loton team al
Luton. ! truth is that in the past the Bed-
fordshire Jtub have always had the better sdc’q,
bt now, a5 the Lengue table and Tuesday’s
match demenstrates, they are a peg behind their
rivals. The Vaton foryrurds are t0o Jight, and
McByen has not-a strong partuer.
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