“The Southern League.

PLYMOUTH ARGYLE

LUTON v
Played st Luton o Bstardsy. Result:—
Piymouth Argyle . 2 goals.
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o visitors, who set the ball rolling towards
(he Bury Farm end, got away at the oatset,
apd Picken seat ‘n & ong vhot which Lindsay
1oty cleared Then & grend jun by Lamber-
e ¥nd Eston transferced the play, sid Bames
lan und B o which Manie A
wnd. ¥red Hawkes vext put just cver the bar,
snd then another coruver fell to the homesters,
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wid Ross beaded m beautifully, Horne having
great trouble in pegotisting and only just
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This, the fourth corner, was placed by Barnes,
but it was of no avail, MWJ’y hemdx{lg wide.
As a Plymouth visitor observed, Luton were
wll over ‘their opponents, rhough unfor!.\mmx
their efforts met with no tangible reward.

reat shot by Ross deserved to score, but it re-

sunded of one of the defenders who had the
good luck to be in the way. and Eaton then
sant behind. = The Luton right-wingers next
earned applause for a five bit of play, the result
of whioh was to give Ross an open goul, but the
inside man, who is usually such a deadly shot,
disappointed expectations by sending wide of
the mark. 3 7 ’

In another attack, Lamberton was fouled just
outside the penalty ine, but nothing came of
the fre» kick, und then Saul wus lou hootet
for two bad fouls on Barnes. After this, play

o of a rather more cpen character, but
considering the dash shown by the visitors, the
surprising thing was that they did not have
more of the gume. . s

Luton forced another corner {rom a free kick,
and from a ceniro by Eaton, [ood;
cnce more sent u little wide, while a litle later
Horme hod to clear from a long shot by
Baton. ‘Then, after all this play, in which,
so far ae aggressive work was concerned, there
hai' been only one team in it the Argyle m
awsy, Dalrymple centred, and Picken petted
bul) wath a very smart l'hot

The goal was splendidly got, but from the

heart-

Lufon point of view it was simply
b Y! The h hel made

)
gollant attempts to get on terms before the in-
terval, but were not successful, and the Pilgrims
cressed over with a very undeserved lead. On
the play, Luton oughi to have been well in front,
thnuﬁn it cunnot be said that their shooting
had heen of a very dun charuoter, Ross
es;lmlly being quite song in this depart-
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"The second half opened s little in the visitors’
fuvour, but Luton were soon on the go again,
ard the Plymouth defence was pretty severely
tested,  Both backs and halfbacks, bowever,
rlayed in dashing style, and frustrated all the
cfforts of the homesters. Then once again Ply-
roouth broke uway, and from another centre by
Dalrymple, Wright scored a second goa), this
point coming (uite as unexpectedly as the first
had done.
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Disccuraged as they must have been, Luton
still tried hard to improve their position, and
White had the bad luck to hit the bar with a
shot that deserved & goal all the way.
next sent the wrong side of the net, and from a
free kick, Bob Huwkes put in a tremendous
drive, Lut it was all to no effect. Then Luton
forced a couple of corners, the second bein
given by Home to a header rom Moody, an
afterwurds a beautiful centre by Barnes, nght
across the mouth of fmj raised the hopes of
the spectators, but A. Clarke just saved the
sfuation by kicking out.

* A *

Later on, the game opened ouf, the visitors
going for all they were worth, but once or tyice
the homesters had very hard lines in not sconng.
This was cspecially the case when Moody dashed
1o and netfed the bull from a centre by Ross,
but he waa just offside, and the point was dis-
allowed A 'httle before the finish the visitors
'nade a smact run. and from a middle by Jack,
Picken had the goal at his meroy, but shot lugh
over the bar.

* » *

On the run of the play all through, Plymouth
would probably be ready to admit that ther vic-
tory was an cxceedingly lucky one. In the first
hall, the breakaway from which they scored
their goal was the only time they were at all
dangerous. Four-fifths of {he play took place
on Plymouth territory, aud yet Lutoa could not
score.

» » * !

The real reason of Luton’s non-success was |
that they did not adapt themselves to circum-
stances. " They overplayed their opponents, but |
the latter in defence weure very resolute, and
were always ready to dash in and clear ywhen
21 opportunity presented itself. In fact, the
clean, dashing work of the Plymouth backs and
halves was ono o‘s the fentures.of the game,

Against an opposition of this sort, the Luton
for.}vg.xu;ds ehoultr surely have played as open a
game as possible, but instead of that the men
on both wings cuddled the ball and were foiled
agwin and agam, when the exercise of a littla
more judgment rught have carried them
through.
» * *

T was a_pleasant surprise to find Lamberton’s
knee standing the strain, and he played o very
fair gnme. some of his long passes to Eaton
Leing cleverly done Ross, bowever, was con-
siderably below par, and it is a question whether
the right wing suits him as well as the left.
Mcody’s heading at times was 5
Barnes and Eaton gave a very good account of
themselves, though they were both inclined to
Eub their centres to the goalkeeper instead of to
the other forwards. 2 B

The halves did some very good work, White
Leing particularly smart in his tackkng, but
Lemng unfortunate with rome of his passes. 5
ner performed well at back, but McBwen was
quite unlike himself and was often at fault.
Lirdsay had very little to do, but was not to
blame for cither of the goals. 2

The wisitors gave one the impression of being
o team of athletes, and the only wonder was that
they were so often penned . But their de.

* fence was admirable, und at times it seemed ns
¢hough all the men were playing back or half-
bhack. Still. the ferwards were always ready to
scize an opening, and Picken was full of life and
g0 ab contre forward, though lack of judgment
cften rendered him a viotim to *he offside rule,
Jack and Dalrymplo were alio speedy and
clever.

* - -

In the other matches, Wellinghorcugh, Brent-
ford, and Portsmouth were beaten n.ugbi\mu by
South North. and Brigh re-

spectively, the lat'er's victory by 2 goals to nil

being quite unexpectad. Watford experienced
defeat at Swindon, Fulham were badly beaten

at New Brompton, West Pam went under by o

goal to nil ab Tottenham, and Readirg were
beaten by 3 goal.s to 2 gt Mlllxmﬂ.

Luton now have not another Southern League
match at bome until Marsh 4th, and as they
<njoy the distinction of being the only team 1o |




the League which has not won a match away
[rom home this season, the iramcdiate prospects
we not of t'e brightest. Perbaps they will
break their record, Lowever, Who knows? The
mateh on Saturday 1ext is at West Ham, and
with a long pull and a strong pull, Luton might
go. through.  West Ham were victorious at
Lvton by 2 goals to nil, and the Bedfordshire
e, tharefore have sometiing to avenge.

1 hear that the Luton directors have just made
a fixture for one of their vacant dates—Saturday
week—and Queen’s Pusk Rangers will _visit
Luton on that day to play a friendly. It is the
dag on_which Readiig should have come to
fulfil o Southern League fixture.

The following is the League teble up to date:
Goals,

——
Plvd, Wn, Dn. Lt, For, Agst. P.
2 18 5 2 8 19 81

Southampton ..

ristol Rovers 12 4 3 37 18 28
i 12 2 4 6 18 12
8 7 6 33 24 28
8 6 6 3 20 22
10,1 7 2 29 2
8 3 7 a0 28 19
9 1 8 8 35 19
8 3 8 3 2 19
.13 11 37 88 17
B &L ast Ay 18,
6 4 10 18 30 16

5 5 8 13 24
5 5 10 18 15
7 1 12 24 86 16
5 4 9 20 2
5 8 14 16 18
4 1 13 15 51 9
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