The Southern League.

LUTON v. PORTSMOUTH.
Played at Portsmouth on Saturday. Result:
Portsmouth ...... 1 goal.
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The teams played ¢s under: e -

Luton—Goodge; Turner and McEweni, =-
Hawkes, Whiveg.e and Pritchard; Baton, Ross,
Lamberton, Moody, snd Banes- i
Portsmoath—Harris; Bowman anc OORE
Digweed, Buick, and McDonald ; Selter, Cun-
Jiffc, Lee, W. South, and S- bmu-“-m e

Referee, Mr. C- © !r-owﬁx. (Streatbam).

o observed thab Lindssy and R.
B}:,k‘;;uwf.,a absent from the usual side Luton
bave turned out ‘B recent Scuthern League en-
Jindsay bad been called home to
pay the last respects to his mother who died at

Wost Hurtlepuol the previous Thursday, while

Bob Hawkes remaiued at home for the Bedford.

shire Cup-tio v. Olarance. Naturally, Pritchard

e aed in the half-back Lme, and little mis-

giving was on this account. But tho

Sudden vacancy between the uprights was not

w0 easily filled. Farr, of course, was enfitled to-
the position, :eemﬁ he has been the regular re-

serve goalkeeper all ihe season, but then he was
tha only player qualified for the cup-tie &t horie ‘
for that important post. Therefore he felt

bound to mm&ln.wnh h'xs oqm:‘qde‘,

As it happened, Good{(e had been registered
as & Southern League player, and although be
had practically retired from football, hawing
only turned out on & éingle occasion during the
present season, le readily consented to fill the
breach, 1t will also be noted a change had been
made in_goalkeepers on the Portsmocth side
siLce {heir visit to Luton, inasmuch as Thomp-

had been replaced by Harris, who was
soked upon as a reserve at the commencement
of the seasan.

* »

Portsmonth won the toss and played with &
vather stiff breeze at their backs. Stll Luton
were the first to ﬁt dangecous, through a well-
judged pass Ly Moody to Barnes. The latter
was pulled up by Young, but he succeeded in
regaining the ball, and gave Harris an oppor-
tunity to save, which he did in good style.
Weite also put in a nice grounder, but Haris
made no mistake and easily got it away. At
tho opposite end Steve Smith sent across 8
?;:ue centre but Pritchard cleverly held Cun-

e off the ball and only a goal kick resulted.
It was anybody’s game for the firstten minutes,
and after Lee had placed the ball well over
tho bar frm a good position, the Luton forwards
were onco more in cvidence near Harris. Both
Lamberton and Moody tried shots, which, how-
ever, were too high and did not cause Harris to
use bis hands. 5

L]
Tamberton was rather badly fouled by Young,
but the free kick came to nothing. The first
corner fell to Luton, following good work “iz
Mccdy and Barnes. The latter took the ki
and the ball came oub to Ross, but he could not
quite get control, and it was got awsy.

Smith got going at the opposite end and caused
Goodge to fist away at the expense of a corner.
This was well saved by Geodge, but a second
wirer was ultm:ntely c'/am,ede:].




A few minutes later Goodge proved his cool-
ness by catching a hot shot from S. Smith when
that worthy was well placed. Indeed, right
through the match Goodge kept his head mar
vellously, and a stranger looking on would have
been surprised to learn that he had had prac-
tically no experience in big games. Lamberton
caused a diversion by getting well in with the
ball, but Bowman blocked the shot and returned
the ball down the field. At this point Luton
wero certuinly having more of the play, and
indirectly tlas led up to their downfall for the
ball canie out ta Salter not far from the half-
way line, and with the Luten defence well down
the field he had almost a- clear course to the
goul. He drew in towards the middle of the
feld before shocting, but his final shot gave
Goaodge absolutely no chance and travelled at a
tremendous pace into the extreme corner. ‘This
happened after play had been in progress 28
niinutes.

* * L3

Right away from the ro-start Moody almost
equafised with a clevor attempt right in the top
:oruer of the goal, but Harris, who evidently at
tirst judged the ball was going wide, eventually
fipped it over at the expense of a corner. Again
Lambecton sppeared to be right on the spot for
an equaliscr, but he was brought down in such
a manner that a penalty would have peen pretly
certain if the incident had happened at
but ths crowd made no Jdemonstration, and the
referce’s attention was not called to the offence
as at Bristol.

3 °

About the lest exciting incident previous {0
clossing over was o clever run through on
part of Salter, but oodge robbed Cunliffe from
clese rangs and thus earned the thanks of his
vomrades, for - the opening appeared rather
ominous from a {.»utan goint af'vicw.

Tpon resumiag, Fortsmouth at once attacked
and forced a corner, while just after S. Smitl
\nade one of bis characteristic runs, bringing the
ball well up, but Turner came to the rescue and
prevented him getting in his centre. Luton re-
taliated in a manuer not at sll to the liking of
the speetators Moody almost heading through
frem a centre by Baton, but Harris, who was
very partial to giving corncrs, put over. Again
Barnes put in a fine attempt, which Harris got
to in a truly marvsllous way and brought off &
lucky save. ~Immediately after & shot from
Eaton was kept out at the expense of still
snother eotner.

* * *

Sulter then took the ball through and gave
Cunliffe a fine opportuuity with a judicious pass,
hut Goodge juite surprised the natives with &
single-handed save when aj parently beaten, and
Turner clearsd.  Tmmediately ~after Goodge
\irought oft ancther clever save following a bril
hant run through by S. Snuth, while hie kepb
.ut still another good shot by tipping over a
Grive from Lee, which came rather unexpectedly
frem close range. % &

od fortune, Indeed, the ball struck the under-
gidu of the bar rmd‘ n‘-’bounded into pl:}{mmﬂun
9 ut someone go! away
e o e Bw;v’rertcd. Ba.n&es 10W. wo;
1 himself and forced a corner o
o i hjmw, imself, bub Harris
brcught off a good save without getting the ball
clear, and Barnes pub in a cross ot which
\ooked o certain goal, for it came atian awk!
angle, but Harrs was not to be beaten and
junchod the ball away over the heads of
httacking forwards, But the attack at this end
could nod bg lseot wp, and, chiefly through {
Tgency of S Bmith, the play s oncd
traneferred to Luton temitory. Goodge,
ever, kept his head. and, catching the ball from
{ha loft wing, he was not to be forced t
alihough Lee trigd his I:ect bo}mndla him over.

With oniy a quarter of an hour to go, Luton
had the most promising opeming of the match,
t‘braug‘n a mistake yzBowm-n, which allowedt
Lymberton to geb clear wway- The Luton

RN ity - ol




cendre-forwerd travelled goal-wards at grea.
pace, and w tome yards from - b:
lo: drive, but the aim wus too high and ﬂ"b.u
:-::‘M\I‘c‘l' greatly 10 the relief of the cro A
could see an equali

e iser all the way from

- . *
_ Following this let-off, the play veered roun
in favour of Pompey, and 8 math. cho ooy
czusing Turner cousiderahle trouble, again drew
10 with an open goal, but instead of shooting:
p8 poysad to Cunbffe, who was not more than
three yards uwng from goal. Goodge, however,

i i

y deserv the cheers th, 5
Iy gave him. Five minuteseglo;g ﬁ:‘: clos:
Goodge prevented S. Smith irom nething when

te appeared to l:nve Lb? gaal at his mercy.

Loton still siuck to their task of equalising
wetters, Eaton forcing a corner, whfﬁ; Whitz
gave Lamberton a Dice pass along the ground,
and the latter only missed by inches, this being
Iabou(. the last effort on either side which looked
Lkéz to influence the result. Thus the game
fiushed with the narrowest margin in favour of
Portsmouth, and the players can congratulate
1 ~ upon the hest performance Luton
bove ever made on Fratton Pack.
. *

Possibly the single goal win was deserved on
the play, althaugh it was admitted no one could
have grumbled if the points had been shared,
Luton being good for st least a goal, Long be-
fore the close any fear the rest of the team may
have fel on eccount of the absence of Lindsa;
had fled by the masterly way Goodge dealt wi
all the efforts of the Pompcy attack. Never at
any time durried, he kept his charge perkvdf',
fur it was an utter inapossibility to save the only
goal of the mateh, and thus his display could
rot have been in.lprover: LlpOlL’

Turner and McEwen naturally gave him great
help. It was remarked Turner had never
played a better game on the ground, and it will
be remembered that he played for Portsmouth
two seasoms. The way he stuck to Steve Smith
had & most important bearing on faot, that
no goals came from a left-wing effort. Tha
half-backs also did wonderfully well in holding
the dangerous Pcrtsmouth forwards. White
quite negatived Y.ee, while Pritchard played a
fine defensive yame against Salter and Cunhffe,
ouly allowing the former the one chance to get
away which resulted in a goal. Fred Hawkes
hus now had considerable experience against the
brothers Smith, and the fact that they were less
1 evidence than usual at Fratton Pack speaks
to the effeomvem:ss of P;:e\ 's p'l.ay.

The forwards were triers all the way, bub
Buick and Co. did not allaw them to settle down
as i some previous games recently, and this
rather spoilé the combination; otherwise it ds
difficult tg nccount for the blank score-sheet, as

many, times it Joolced as if Harrig would be

teaten. But each time i was more & result of
an indipidual effort than a - combined run.

Mcody, however, fed Barnes finely on occasions,

and it was s‘mpfy the good judgment of Harris

that pravented a goal at leust twice from such
work.
: . * *
Harrig has quite made himself the faveunte
with ng local spectators, and our old friend
Thompspn will scarcely get back in (he team
bar .an pccident to the gx‘esent custodian. - Of
the Portsmouth pair of backs, Young was de-
cidedly weak, being by long chalks the worst
of the four playing. Bowman, however, played
graudly, doing the work of his pariner at times.
Buick, usual, played finely at centre-half,
while, the chief part of the attuck devolved upon
the Smi Still. Salter made a most promising
Gebut a4 outside-right, and will probably be per-
severed with. = %

*

West Ham did surprisingly well in defeating
Sout.!m.:r.{;‘I n by 2 goals to 1, aud New Bromp-
{on made a very good show at Bristol, where
they shai points with the Rovers. But the
matches ip which Laton were chiefly interested
were thosp in which Swindon agd%tmll\;alé were
engaged. The former were y beaten at
}n:"ﬁ ‘g‘}d Ly 5 to nil—but Millyall suc-
oweded 1n making a draw at Park Royal with
the Queen's Pa,rlg Rangsm




Tho following is the League i‘uble up to date:

——

Plyd, Wn. Dn. Lt. Tor, Agst. P.

14 5 4 46 23 83

14 5 4 41 22 33

15 3 5 46 6 383

9 8 8 34 28 26

12 1 8 43 8§ 25

9 7 7 8 23 25

10 5 9 33 25 25

1 2 8 85 33 24

10 q 9 33 31 24

8 6 8 81 27 23

8 6 9 a3 s34 22

8 6 11 81 31 22

8 8 10 21 23 19

6 7 10 32 28 19

8 6 13 1 37 18

8 2 15 30— 50 18

Lawva .. 7 3 14 31 43 17

‘Wellingboroug. LR R D T T
. . .

Millwall und Swindon are now & pomt each
above Laton, and it may be of interest to take
a glance ap the remaining engagements of the
(hree olubs, Al hume, Swindon, who have
ulayed one match more than the others, Lave to
meet Portamouth, Queen’s Park Rang;gs, Tot-
terbam Hotspur, Northampton, and illwall 3
tie Dockers haye to entertain Brighton, Totten-
Lam, Swindon, Wellingborough, Fulbam, and
Brentford ; and uton have to meet Brentford,

fillwall, ~ Brighton, Wellingborough, and
Keading. 5 . .

" For their pway makches, Swindon have to jour-

vey to Brentford, Millwall, Brighton, and Ful-
ham; Millwall have 1o go to Luton, New
Brompton, Southampton, and Swindon; and
Iuton are due to visit Queen's Park Rangers,
Teitonham, New Brompton, Watford, and
Northampbon. Readers may thus weigh up the
chances of the thres clubs concerned, and seo
shich is the most likely to be left in the lurch
with Wellingborough.

- - . ~

I understand the directors of the Laton Club
ntend caling o meeting of the supporters in
the Plait Huoll on Monday week, to consider
the question of '1'cxt sod.son's azrangements.

.

On Saturday next, Luton will Le at home to
Brentford. Bob Hawkes is a doubtful starter,
owing to the rough usage he received lust weele
in the Onp-tie, and in the event of his being
unable to play, Pritchard, of course, will turn
cut. Lambeyton's knee lasted all right against
Portsmouth, but he got & nnslf kick on the
sulde. Howgver, it is expected he will be able
to sppear ng usual. The kick-off is fixed for
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