SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

LUTON v. QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS.
On Saturday Luton made their first win on
foreign soil, when they beat the Rangers at
Park Royal to the tune of 2 goals to 1. Inte-
rest in the doings of the Town has ever since
been in the ascendancy. 1 know it is the same
in the case of many other towns, but there is
no town that I know of where interest and

) y diminish after o defeat
or two as is the case in Luton.

With the Rangers we have more than held
our own, and last year we beat them at Kensal
Rise by exactly the same score us this time—
2.1)—while at home we won 1-0. Luton sent
the nsual team, Bob Hawkes included, The
following did battle for the Rangers:—

Collins : F. Lyon and Newlands; Bowman,
Hitch and White; Murphy, Ronaldson,
Bevan, Downing and Singleton.

The morning’s soaking rain had rendered
tho ground u perfect quagnive, and winning
the toss the home side decided to take advant-
26 of the stiff breeze. Tho ball was soon ren-
dored heavy and greasy, and the players werc
vot long befora they. Réve unmistakable evi-
dence of haying many times kissed mother
earth.

The Rangers opened the attack, a smart
shot from Ronaldson just going wide. White
was the fire o do anything for Luton, shoot-
ing for goal s soon s he got possession.
Luton's left wing broke away, and Moody had
a shot, Bowman stopping with his head, at
the expenso of a corner. A flag kick at the
otber end also came to nought. The visitors
left. wing put in some sterling work, and Lyon
had all he could do to pay sufficient attention
to Barnes.

Getting away, the Rangers pressed lume
the attack, and Bevan beating Lindsay with
a fine low hot, the homesters gained the lead
after 25 minutes' play. The s r
missed another easy  chance, but nothing
further resulted for some time.

It was apparent that Luton's splendid lay
must bring about the downfall of the home
citadel, and ot lnst their chance came. Moody
and Barnos between them took the ieather
down the fild,  Eventually Lamberton re-
ceived, and @ tussle took place between the
centre-forward and Bowman for possession, {he
vesult being that the ball flew backwards
through the home goal. Thus Luton succecded
in drawing level e

In the sccond half play was fairly cven.
Luton secured the winning goal of the match
in u sensational manner, ~ Bowman conced:

a corner, which was excellently placed. Collins
~aught the ball but was impeded, and a_free

z

Kick followed. This proved to be the undoing
of the Rangers. Newlands took the Xick, but
slipped, and Moody stopping, quickly 'sliot
for goal, and took Collins completely by sur-
prisc, the ball passing under the bar to the
left of the custodian.

Though Newlands’ misfortune may have been

a lucky thing for Luton, yet the sniart njmer

in which the goal was obtained reflected the

highest credit on Luton’s inside left. ‘For the

Test of the game the visitors managed 1o keep

the Rangers at bay, and thus made a gratifying
win. Result: Luton 2, Queen's Park 1,

Tn view of Millwall's visit {o the Bury Park
on_ Saturday, tho following comments of
London expert on' the Dockers' match with
Tottenham last week, will be of some interest ;

“Tottenham Hotspur wero miles ahead of
Millwall in_their forward play, and quite
deserved their two o love victory, but the tw
Millwall backs, and Joyce in goal, played a
grand game, whilst Tait was not up to form
for the ’Spurs, and Watson did most «f the
defensive. work.  Yet Millwall might ensily
have made a draw, for many times their for-
ward lino rushed down and scemed to have the

goal at their mercy—if they could only shoot.”
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Our win over Queen's Park on Saturday has
benefited the Club in more ways than one, |1t
has not. only dome justice to the team, but
what is perhaps more important it has made
our chances of re-election to the Southern
Teague more secure, for I am bound to_ think
that the position we were in last week did
not speak well for onr chances in this respect,
especially in view of the new applicants_Some
of the new clubs that are knocking at. the door
of 'the Southern League have nat only some
measure of influence at. headquarters, but from
the point of view of strength are not inferior
{5 0 few of the preseat-day S.T. clubs,

I stippose it is certain um our Wellingboro
friends will ot again figure for some time in
the Southern League, and one wonders what
would have happened to us if we had finished
in the position we occupied last week. Though
we have strong claims for being allowed to
remain in our preseft League, it is very diff-
cult to say what would really happen when
there is 8o much rivalry for a place in the
TLeague. However, throngh Saturday's win,
and the fact that soma of our closest” runners
met with defeat, we have passed four of them,
and at the present moment stand sixth from
the bottom.

For our 26 matches played we have 21
points to our credit, and though for us the
bottom clubs are all in an interesting position
vet we ought to keep where we are. I notice
‘that for tlieir 22 matches Watford have 19
points, and on paper arc in a more favourable
position than many of the teams I have re-
ferr

Not only outselves, but others have recog-
rused that Lmom Pposition this season was not

s proper one, fhat as a matter of fact, with
o 3 8 tefofhewsc1Hatsnitho amthpet
TLeaguo we have had more than our fair share
of illluck. The truth is we have not had a
single stroke 6f good Tuck this scason yet. As
Mr. Amnold pofifed ont at the public meeting
at tho Plait Hall on Monday night, “hm\ |f
anything we liave art improved team ' th
the results this senson are in striking et
o those of lnst season. ~ However, that is
Targely neconnted for by an over-dose of good
fortune last season, nnd mothing but bad Tuck
this season.

The championship of the Leagne, too, is in
. most interesting position. Says one priter
“Tha games of Saturday had a great bear
631 e RS ST Tk e Eahe]
find the present, champions beaten by such o
margin us 6 to 1! And it was by no means
debacle at. tho nd of the game a3 is often the
case, whon there aro huge scorcs. z !
Risints  HigHEvaa it b U
Rovers led by 2 goals 0 1, 5o that the nltimate
result shows coeistent, superiority thronghont
the zame. The match at Rending reflects grent
credit on Fulham, who have evidently not
been upset by their loss at Birmingham. To-
gether. with Watford they have the satisfac-
tion of being the only tenms to bring awny
points from Elm Park this senson.  Luton.
the_ vigtors of Queen's Park Rengers, record
their first win of the scason on foreign soil
Mention must be mado of the creditable win
of Brighton ll\' two clear goals over l’lynmullv
Though late in the season, this side is hegin-
ning to show excellent and consistent form,
and at the end will be found not. far from the
top. Northampton and Wellingborough did
not {ako part in the Lengue tourney on Satur-
day.”

Tho new gromnd which is at the back of

the present’ ont s Jost w heing got ready,

S e L

Tt s nndorstood that thero will be improved

d stand sccommodation ; ab_any rate it

5 hoped tho stand will be in an entirely differ-

ent, position on the new ground to whatitisaf:

present. The wind and rain being generally

from the wosl, the grand standers alwaya gt
the full effects of it

that the present ground had heen Vought for
the Club, and. though that was the under-
standing it was never carried out. However,
Tot s fono that that hos been done in this
case, o lso i n fow more years we may Fave

0 go Sirihor aoela fouin graund, - any think
ek thi now ground e tao for away.from the
tawn, but when the new streets are made wo

mny et used to the situation. However, it
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