The Southern League.

LUTON v. MILLWALL
¥layed at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
it e goals

won ..

2 E
1 goal.

The teams wers as follow:— =
Luton—Liodsay; Turner and McEwen; F.
Hawkes, Whi\—_‘,’;'nd R. Hawkes; Eaton, Ros,
Llzmberton, Moody, and Barnes.
Millwall—Joyca; R. Mclean and Steven
son; Proudicor, J. McLean, and Blythe
.anbuq, Calvey, Hunter, Jooes. and Wat-
ns.

Peferes, Mr. J. T. Huworo{t (Bolton).
B .

B hke the old excitement was
ans"ru;‘lt:?r:he match between Luton and Mill
woll an Sararday. In bygone days the fight
was one for championship honours; now it was
‘ons Lo sos which should escape the bumiliation
of being placed in the “bottom twa.” In old
times, Mil-wall always bad the ability or ths
Juck to cutue out on top, znd history unfortu-
navely repeated stself in this respect cn Satur- |
day. foc Luton had the misfortune to get the
warst of a somewhat r.:nsanslecmxy game. |

)

‘Phe weatier, with the exception of one brief
scower, was gloriously fine, and there were
fully four thousand spectators. The ground,
p-wevor, was in 2 bad condition owing to the
beavy falls of rain during the week, but the
visitors easily triumphed over this, whereas
¢he Luton players often showed a disposition
&> get **stuck i th2 mud.” Millwall won the
toss and atarted towards the railway end with
he wind in-their .fuvour,‘

The opening frorgised to be sensational, for
in the first half;minute Lamberton was seen
& be elear away, no ong being within yards of
mm.  Unfortunately, however, he lost his
hesd apd shot for goal long before he need
har- dons, the consequnce .being that Joyes
casily saved. Jt was a thousand pities, because
a goa! then would almost ceuninfy have meant
wvigtory for the Lufon team. &
- -

The visitors at once replied and very nearly
succeeded in getting through, but McEwea
cleared at tha critical moment.  Then Watkins
put in a niow centre, from which Calvey shot
just ovar the bar, and directly afterwards a
cerner was conceded but was not turned to
mecount, Barnes receiving from Lamberton,
transferred the play and finished up with a
shot which Joyce could not get away at the
firat attemipt, bup tha other forwards were not
in attendancs, n:ld lha.oppcrt;m\ty was lost.

The homesters attacking again, White put
across, and Ross headed in, the "custodian only
just saving. A foul against Luton gave
visitors another chance, and Lindsay had to
save from Bradbury. For a few minutes the
play was of o give-and-take character, and
then Lamberton, getting a nice pass along ths

ound from Bob Hawkes, sent in a regular

auvty, which was cle:erly sz;ved by Joyce.

Millwall respoaded on the right, and Calvey
being presentod with an opening, scored the
first goal with a smart shot. Luton made
spirited efforts to votrieve their fortune, but
unluckily Lamberton’s knee went out again,
and though it was put back at once and he
went on playing, there can be no doubt that
Ices of confidence robbed him of minch of his
effectiveness.

- N

Still, Luton came very near equalising, Roas
being responsible for a magnificent shot which
seemed bound to score, but by :omo means or
ofher, by good luck cne would say rather than
anything else, Joyce got to it and bronght off
a brilliant save. A moment later, however,
cne of the forwards headed against the bar,
and then Moody raised the siege by heading
wide. Tho Millwal! defence was soon
tested again, and Stevenson gave a corner
ts Eaton, who placed well, and Joyce fisted
oufi {rom a header by Moody
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Still, Luton came very near equalising, Ross
being responsible for a magnificent chot which
seemed bound to score, but by :ome means or
other, by goad luck cne would say rather than
anything else, Joyce got to it and bronght off
a brilliant save. A moment later, however,
cne of the forwards headed against the bar,
and then Moody raised the siege by heading
wide. Ths Millwal! defence was soon
tested again, and Stevenson gave a corner
ts Eaton, who placed well, and Joyce fisted
out from a header by &iwdy.

-

A foul against McEwen at the Sther énd al-
most hrought about another disaster, for Tur:
ver compleleiy missed the glncc-kick, and tho
situation was nnly jost save %y a smart bit or
work an ths part of Fred Hawkes = Thed,
onee more, play was taken on to Miliwalt terri
tory, and a centre by Eaton was handled, ap-
parently with full intent, by Stevenson wetl
within the penaltf area, but the shouts which
at cnce wert up, for u.penah}; were unheeded.

Moody vext had a splendid chance from a
eentre by Fred Hawkes, and then, at the other
eod, Turner again missed his kick and let in
Jones.but the danger was averted by McEwea.
After Lamberton had experienced hard lines
in not beine «ble to get in his shot when he
stopped a centrs from Ross right in front of
woal, Miilwall raced up the field, and after a
short tussle with the ba Hunter succeeded
in scoring tha visitors' sccond geal. The
Luton halves were much at fanlt on this ocer
aon, for they let the opposing forwards get
clean away and miade no attempt to follow
them, the conssquence being {hat the two
hack)s found it imgossible to hold the five for
wards

. + .

Half-tims was called soon nfterwards, and
Millwall thus crossed cver with a lead of two
goals. They Jid not deserve it on ‘he play,
alshough their forwards had shown some very
smart passieg and were always more dangerous

hen near goal  Luton started the second
wlf with an evident datermination ta recover
their lost ground, and Eaton and Barnes were
quickly in evidence. Then Joyce saved a hot
shot from Lamberton, and Faton noxt had a
glurious chance from a long pass by Moody,
hut shat high over the bar.

.

Shll, at this time Tuton were all oyer rheiz
opponénts und. eucosss could ot bo long de.
fayed. Rosa forced a corner, Waton placed,
and aftnr an_ oxciting tussle in front of gosl,
Banes nertad tho ball. Tho spectators enthu:
suistically applauded, but a painful silence en-
#ued when 1t was seen that the Millwall right
back (McLean) was on the ground bleading
profusely from the head, the injury gmv\ng
2 be of such a character that he had to be
carried iato lhe. dre‘,si.ngqoo:n

It appeared thit in the melee McLean had
becn kicked by ona of his own comrades, sua
taining a very ugly wourd on tho forohead.
Luckily, there was a_doctor on the ground, and
fe at ouce atlended to the injured man, the
cut being so bad that several stitches had to be
pat in.

. » .

The loss of their 1ight back scemed to ba a
sarious matter for Millwall, but so far as the
play was conceraed, it turned out to be any-
thing but that. Luton had been playing in
such irresistibls fashion during this half that,
an the ordinary way, victory seemed to be well
within their grasp, but the moment Millwall
resorted £5 the one-back gume, as they did
when play was resumed, the Luton forwarda
ware all at sea. They could not accommodate
themsalves to the situation at all. getting off-
side and the fear of doing so sceming to tako
all the life out.of their eﬁorﬁs.

.

Ub to vhis point tha game had been ns bright
and lively as could be wished, but subsequent-
ly it degenerated into a mere scramblo, and
overybody was glad when it was over. Lufton
could 11l afford to lose, however, znd this fact
seemed to have an irritating effect on some of
the apectators, who sbused the referco jn their
very - worst losing styio,

. » .
The veferco mado mistakes,
on ‘he whole there was not m;
of, ulnd tl:]o bfeglmg?'n- of the
lafed to do the Club a 1ot of injury, 3
officials go about and talk of thcir]uxr%eriglhc?:
and 1o one cun fell whero tho mischiaf stopy,
To add loss of temper to loss of matches i
thy  worst thmiz possible.  Tf wo gan’t
win. wo ought at least to take our misfortunes
in « sportsmanlike spirit

. . .

Luton lost, nnd despita some amount of harg
luck, I really think thoy deserved to loge. Tn
tho first half Moody and Barnes seemed to go
whouit their work in' vory Jackndaisical styia,
And though, taken 1ltogether, Barnes was as
Conspicuous #s any forward, I think with a
litile more dash_he might bave done much
‘belter. Ross and Eaton pub much more lifs
1010 theic efforts, but Lamberton was evidently
handicappad byafeurs for bis.lmnn.

lhT_J'nde_r tho oircumstances, the astonishing
Wmﬁ is that he plays as well as he does,
"‘1' d 1k not_be wiss to give him o woek or
o 0's rest. and try Ross in centre, with either

oli or Fred Hawkes ingide-right, and. Prit-




mong the halves? 'White was, perhaps,
f::"tl:e:t olgme hali-backs on Saturday, bur.
with tho excaption referred to, no hplt could
be found with either of the trio. McEwen was
indefatigable at back, and Turner, spart from
his two misses, also played well. lindsay had
mothing dificuit to :£ i goal, leaving out of
sccount the tvo shots that took effect, and
they gave him l.ilﬂe or, no eh.nnm.

The pawing of the Millwall forwards was
very smart and the men went into it with all
their hearts, while at back Stevenson played a

t game. McLean also gave a account
of himself aotil he met with accident,
Joyoe performead splendidly in goal and had
wot a littls to d.n wit}..tha success of his side.

As lock would have it, while Luton were los-
ing valuible poiats on their own ground, the
other olubs who are struggling to escape the
Lottom positions ware doing extremely well.
Brentiord, in fact, achieved a really remark-
2ble victory at New Brompton, this being the
home team's first defeat on their own piug this
scaon. Swindon and Queen’s Park Rangers
made a draw, and Watford beat Reading by
3 goals to 2. L, i A

The following is rhe League table up to date
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