The Southern League.

LUTON v. WATFORD.
Playe] at Watlord on Good Friday. Resuli:

Watlord .. goals.
Lukon‘ 3 nil.

The teacis were as follow:—

Luton—Lindssy; Turner and McEwen; F.
¥lawkes, White and R. Hawkes; Eaton, Ross,
Lamberton, Moody, and Barnes

Watford—Biggar ; Cother and Brooks; Bade-

McCoriney, and Richardson; Matt
Hroughton, Goodall, Eames, Turner,
Tccnant.

Relerce, Mr. Bailey .(lkiceszex).

.

If there were any doubt as to the enthusiasm
“for football which prevails in. Luton, the scene
at the nt‘t!lionuog Good Tll:ndncym wg‘uldhl'lgn

padil; ispelled it. e Crows
:fi’;:ngge ::fpfhe cheap excursion to W.ﬁoz
wa3-of a dimension as to necessitate extra
¢ruins being put on, snd at the intermediats
slations the platforms were crowded with pre-
spective spectators. ¥

The weather was far from favourable, rain
fallin; sh?htly about an hour befors the match, ‘
but this fact did not Srevene the spectators
turning up in force, and there would be fully
7,000 presont when the ball was set in motien.
The Luton crowd made their presence
cries of “‘Play up the lads in blue®
# (Eood old Lutsn” resounding from all parms
of the field. 5 - v

This, however, was at the start, and unfor-
tunately did net bring about the result hoped
for. A defeat of theee goals to nil needssome
explanation, and to say that this result was
not a gool criterion of the game would hardly
be o fair desoription. If T were asked to givo
a reason for Luton’s defeat, I should ascribs
it to thren things. Firstly, from u Watl
standpoint. the game was won by Biggar ia

0al  Becondly, Luton’s forwards were not

envy enough, and thirdly, the luck from start
tu finish was m:.h \Vat-ford.

TIn siatiog ihis, I do not desire to decry Wat-
ford’s vwwlz Thay plsyed hard and were
fully entitled to their win, though I sbould
Imng‘!me the most ardent partisan of their team
would admiv that on Friday’s form they were
nothing liks nu-ge gcn]: bette: than Luton.

The game was in many senses a peculiar
one. To !nok at it frem a goalkeeper's stand-
point.  Biggar had a_day out—he conld de
nothing wruug; whilst Lindsay was just es un
iucky. Bnggnr. { should mﬁ" stopped frem
twenty to thirty shots, and though I?:(plmd
a great game, he was on more than one occa-
gion extremely lucky to keep the ball out. Te
quote an old description, wherever the ball
happened to be -uher-) was Biqznr.

On the other hand, Lindsay was not called
upon to save mere than eight good shots, and
yet thras went through. One of these was 8
penalty, and the other two were shots which
nine times out of ten would beat the best b
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Tho &rst quartas of the game was contested
at a ding-dong pace, and it was evident fram
the start that Watford were not going to allow
Luton mdgot the much coveted two points 1f
they could prevent it. Play had not been in
progress more than five minutes when Barnes
raceived a nasty kick from Cother which
crippled him throughout the game, so that
Lanton prwticnllx plnye:i with.four forwards.

The opening stages were fairly even, though
Mames ought to have put his aiie ahead early
on, as he had an excellent opggrtnnity about
five yards away from goal. on after this
incident Turner, of Watford, had to retire,
tut he was not ubsent for leng. The first goat
came after twenty minutes’ play. odall
uve Bames a nice pass close in, but the centre
Eceled the bali to Tennant, who sent in a gran
shot. Lindsay threw himself full length at tho
tell, but failed to secure it, and a great shout
went up as the Watford players crowded
arcund T‘ennant.to eha.ke }us.lmnd.
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Laton prasad strongly efter this reverse, bat

were greatiy handicappe by Barnes being
Inme A splendid opportunity was lost
‘through somé misuaderstanding between Bob
Hawkes and White, when the Watford goal
wes practically at their mercy. After penning
in the home sids for a_few minutes, without
wresting anything tangible, Luton were sent
buck, and Famos getting possession from the
centre line, passed McEwen and came racing
dawn with only Lindsay to beat. The latter
rushed out, and, colliding with Eames, brought
thet playor to t&e grm:nd‘

Cortainly the fall was the result of a trip,
tha only fuestion being whether it was acoi-
dontal or deliberate.  Evidently the refecee
thought the latter, and of course in that case
he had no alternative but to award @ penalty.
McCartney. took tha kick and made no mis-
tak vo_goals_for Watford in 25 minutes”
play caused the Luton spectators to maintain
u gloomy silence;

" .
TLuton for a time pressed strongly, and Big-
ar was called upon to save a long one whiol

tipped oyer the bar. Biggar at this stage
chowed good custodianship, saving three times
in gnick sacoession. One of these, from Ross,
was a ver{ good attempt. Shot after shot
‘then rained in upon Biggar, but his bulky form
wa3 always o lh.a Iy

.

At the other ond Turner caused Tennant to

ut ths ba)t outsids, and he and McEwen re.
“peatedly checked Watford's rushes. The third
“gonl was the result of good work by Johnny
‘Gondall, sho was, on the day’s play. quite
“Host forward on the field “After Turner had
saved a_hot shot in o rather Iucky fashion, the
bali twisted to Johnny, who sent in & nice thot
Just out of the reach of Lindsay, and balf-time
arrived: with the soore—Watford, 3; Luton,
il »

= . .

Watford had much the better of the socond
fialf, which was nothing like so interesting &%
‘the first moiety  Luton made many desperato
rushos, bnt the Watfordians were now satisfied
with tha number cf goals, and devoted their
ofarts io keeping the ball out of their
 Anywhere will do”’ <houted the homo spec-
Rators, and this advice was followed to the
{otter Ly the Watford backs, who were nof par-
ticalar whore the ball went so Jong as it was
got awafy.
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The Lulon forwards at times made desperate
rushes, but when they were getting dangerous
‘they wers invariably ronght to grass by their
weightier oppoaents, who took every adven-
tage of rheir su rior physique. In this con-
nection Bademcgewns hooted soveral times for
charging Barnes, and certainly some of his
rashes wera characterised by a totally unneces-
eary vigour. There was one incident in the
second half which might have given Wal
anothac goal. Lindsu(, in saving o shot, al-
rost lot *he leather slip through his legs, but
the opposing forwards were nol quick enough
to take advaatage. =

Watlord were, of course. bigl\ly delighted at
their vietory. During their association with
tha T.eagae they have beaten TLutcn on one pro-
vious cceasion only, so that a little jubilation
on their part isnot to be wondered at. eir
previons victory was jn the memorable match
~when Lindsay figured in the Luton team, and
it will be remember2d how, owing to his being
orocked early in the game, he was unable to
~¢o himself iuatic.c

- -

John Goodall. in lis report to n London
paper, 33y8:—On the play wo deseryed our
win, althongh the three.goal margin shows us
in o rather too favourable light, but we had at
“lezst three thqlcnlly unson_n% men on our side.
One and sll gave a fine exhibition for Watford,
notably Biggar. Brooks, Cother, Badenoch,
wod Broaghton. It ia indeed hard to_ under.
stand how Luton como to be in_the position of
ctrugglers to retain their place in the Bouthern
Lecgue, On their play yesterday they proved
themsalves a smart ]-ronnd combination, with
McFwen, Bob THawkes, and Ross shining

‘lights.”
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