The Southern Leaé;

LUTON v, QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS,
pliayed at Park Royal on Sasurdsy.
ult s —

T i 3 goals.
Queen's Park Raggers . 2 goala,
Tho teams wore as follow s~
uton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; .
Hawkos, Whito, and R Hawkes;  Whine,
Macdonald, Brown, Pickering, and Barsos"
Quoon's Park Rangers—Kingsloy; Lyon and
Nowlands; Yonson, - Hiteh, “and ' Downing:
Murphy, Sugden, Bavan, Ryder, and Gardner.
Roferee, Mr, .(, H. Muir (Sauthamptan).

ing his initial appearance of the senson in the
Bouthern League, and Bovan, who had been
looked upon as a doubtful starter, also decidad
to turn out. i were at full
strength, and wers praity confident of revers-
ing lust yoar's rosult.

Bob Hawkos, whese photo adornad the local
match card, won the toss, and naturally played
with the wind and sun at his back,
means small advantage, for thor Wi a protty
koon breezo on. The first outstanding inbidert
Was an earnest of things to come, for & nice
touch by Brown to Mucdonald was passed oves
to Wamer, who was observed. to ba sailig

it

Downing offectually prevented danger by a

Warnor, who was broash
down rathor hoavily, receiving u nasty ont on
the knoo The resulting place kick was put
wall over the goal by [llncpakr;

A minute or 5o lator Warnor again seoured
tho ball and this time he was pormitted fo
drop acroas his centro, and it ultimatoly found
its way behind Kingslay off Piokering's shoul-
ors (e Rangurs’ gonlkeopor managod to

The exchanges wero protty fast and Warner
five Brown a splondia pase, and Sandy ot
Urive (rom almon 30 yards range with o shot
not moro than a foot off tho ground, whid
lookad o scorer almost, all tho way, but Kings-
Ioy brought off u brilliant sav by turning the
ball round the post at the expenso of a corner
kick, which came to nothing. Gardner raisod
tho hopes of the home defondars by cloverly
tricking Blackett and putting the ball across
tho zoal-mouth to Sugden, who was woll
placed, but ho missod badly, and danger was
once more avorted. ~ Fred Hawkes was than
ponalised for u foul throw-in, and following
this Platt had rather an anxions time, but the
Rangors failod to stoady themsolves, and aftor
some minuto or two of attacking on the part
of tho Rangors tho ball was eventually sont
wido of tho uprig 2




The game had been in progross over twent
minutes before snything tangiblo resulted.
Thon a miskick by Newlands let in Warnor
onco more, and this time Barnes was ablo to
open the scoring with & clover oross attompt
aftor taking tho ball from his comrade on the
opposito extreme. From the cheering on tho
stond 1t was evident u fair number of
~ Lutonians had mado the journey. Although a
zoul behind, it was patent the Rangors had
Ryder almost oqualised
with a fine drive which whizzed over Platt's
head in a somewhat alarming fashion. Sugden
' tosted the Luton goalkeopor with a beauty just
aftor, and Platt was desorvodly cheered for his
fino clearance.

. .
A rathor unusual incident happened here-
abouts. Bob Hawkes foulod a Rangers’ for-
ward Just & yurd or s outsido tho penalty
nrea, but the Luton players, lining up, effec-
tunlly provonted the downfall of their goal
Half'time was now fast approaching, and it
appearcd a singlo gonl would separate tho
toams at that stage. But to the delight of the
Lutonians prosent, a “ourly one” from War-
nor dropped cleared of Kingsley and found a
rosting place in the not. I rather think tho
vind was partly rosponsiblo for this goal, for
Kingsley evidently judged the ball was going
over. It appoared to drop about a yard from
tho bar, and the Rangers’ goalkeeper made
littlo offort to stop the shot entering the not,
although he did ru( n{u his-hands. But even
better was llow, to i

yards' range. Thus Luton woro loading by the

large margin of three cloar goals at the inter-
val, and it must bo a long time since such a
ronounced lead has been obtained in a
outhorn Loaguo away fixturo.

On rosuming, it was evident tho Rangors
moant to rotrieve the situation if possible, and
thoy woro soon swarming round Platt with tho
ball. Sugdon and Bovan were both almost on

wood.
situation, and Barnes immediately aftorwards
forced n cornor, which, howeyer, was casily
cloared.  Barnés and Pickering came away.
again, and_tho latter almost netted aftor some
olover passing, but the referee brought the ball
buck for a throw-down, ho having stopped tho
gamo on account of Sugden gotting injured in
midfoid provious to tho run.

Luton’s loft wing pair repeated their per-
formance a minute later, an n%f-m Pickering
only just failed to find the net, Kingsley mak-
ing a grand cloarance. But though they woro
now facing the wind, Luton continucd to moro
than hold thoir own'in midfild; indoed, thoy
moro than once promised to increase the lea
Fiftoon minutes {rom tho finish Barnes gave
Brown a_fine opening, but Sandy’s clovation
was a triffo too high and his shot went well
ovor. A fow minutes later Brown got in a
boauty, which Kingsloy just managed to drop
on and get away. ° =

Tho Rangors made a spurt about ton minutes
bofora tho closo and succeoded in forcing a
corner, but the Luton dofonce held out in good
Stylo. | Fivo minutes later Macdonald broko
oloan through the home dofence and it lool
& thousand to one on his scoring, but a) arent-
Iy ho kicked tho ground, for ho'gave Kingsloy
4 vory famo one to handle, and the ex-New-
castls’ goalio would no doubt thank his lucky
Star for tho let-off. The crowd wore beginning

ave

Rangors loft Ryder in possession of tho ball,
hidh ho quickly disposed of by banting Plati
for tho second timo during the match. But
a8 only two minutes remained, thore was littlo
Hopo for the Rangors, and with Luton content
o play on the defensivo tho ond camo as ro-
cor

Sillsbova T v

ilo admitting the run of tho game scarco-
Iy e e co-gonl Taad ot tha intorval,
think Luton woll desorved their succoss, for,
curiously, although tho Rangers scored o
ouplo daring tha socond half, Luton played
ook “better. than boforo.  Cortainly if tho
Rangers wora ontitled to two goals during thix
porid. Liton wore good for as many, ol
Fothinz bt bad fortuno provented an ineroaso
of thoir goal averago. |

Luton's forward work would bo an oye-
gpenor ta thom who saw tho display_ sgainst
4




t game this season, and this
apart from bis welcome' two goals. Pickering
played o magoifcent game:” ineed, ihis

E_ur were the star wing on feld.
rown was well watched, but he munsged i
keep his wings going, and in sddition got in

e
All the defenders played well, White rival
ling Hiteh in getting through o vust amount
of work in o thoroughly capablo manner, while
comrades in this line wors seen 4 ro:
advantage, Bob Hawkes, niways a faveasics
with the Rangers, doing many brilliant ’Jll.llfl.
The three defenders farther bebind all fid
woll, j ossibly McCurdy giving his bost displa
50 far, but thare was very littlo in i, aad
am sure Luton spectators will give them sn
unanimous vote of thanks for. preserving the
undefoated record awoy from hore.

Coming to the Rangers, I rather think
Kingsley should have prevented one goal at
loast, but he kopt out several nasty shots and
was not the sole cause of his team's downfall
As a matter of fact, 1t was Luton's fine play
and not any particular weakness by their oppo-
nonts that earned the victory. Still, I tgmk
Lyon and Newlands were by no means as g
as Luton’s pair of backs, and if there was a
woalk spot this was thy one. |

Hitch was decidedly the outstanding player
on bis side, both af centre-half and centre-
forward, for he changed places with Bevan
during the lnter stages, when the lntter found

o gould scarcaly keap up the paco as o remule
of his injury at Plymouth. With the excop-
tion of Bevan, the Rangors’ attack was protty
Rot at times, and they have a couple of fine
Vings.  Sugdon being u roally clover player,
although possibly o bit slight to stand. the
rough-and-tumblo of a senson’s work. Gard.
nec also playod o good game on'the outside-
loft, wnilo Murphy's raking stride many times
brought the ball through in a way not too
comforting to the Luton spectators present.
His contres, howovor, were not too acourate,

and thus he' somewhat spoilt his work.

Southampton did very woll on Safurday by
’ Hoadlng and ioning by 3 mealat s
nil, but tho Biscuiteers do not ' appear
o quite as strong as last  sonson,
Plymouth  nccomplished o similar  per-
ormanca at Whatford, but 'those. of " as
who tuvo seon the two teams wero  nob
lmmll surprised at that. West Ham delighted
heir  somewhat disconsolate nuEporur! by
boating Brentford by 20, and tho

sults woro:—DBristol Rovers 2, Millwall 1;
Brighton 2, Norwich City 1; New Brompton

0, Swindon; 0; Portsmouth 4, Northampton 6.
Tho following is the Loague table up
dato:—

Goals,
Plyd. Wn. Lt.
Plymouth Argylo... 5
Bristol Rovors .
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The complota roports edition of Saturday’s
“ Football Evoning News * contained an oxcel-
Ient portrait of Peter Platt, Luton's goal-




Luton Town v. Bristol Rovers and Bassett
v. tho World for supplying a good Overcoat
or Mackintosh to watch the match in.—Note
address: 28, Wellington-street.—{Apvz.J

1 owo Barnea an apology. Last wook I yen-
tured to say that he could not be regarded as
u roally dangerous player, and then he goes
and rubs it in by scoring two goals—one of
them a roal beanty—against a_team which, u
till the previous Saturday, had not had a goal
rogistored against it Well, it is rathor rough
on mo, but novertholoss, tho ronghor he makes
it in this way the better I shall like it.

add to the interest attaching
of Bristol Rovers next Saturday. The Rovers
aro_undoubtedly one of tho strongest coml
nations in the League this scason, and so far
aye not met with a single defeat. They are
ovidontly very intent upon maintaining their
unbeaten certificate, for in the Western iﬁug\m
match at Fulham on Monday, they were repre-
sontod by what was practical l; a reserve team.

Luton’s victory at Park Royal will greatly
to_the visit

Hitherto Luton have been particularly un-
fortunate in their matches with the Rovers,
and only onco—two seasons ago—have they
succooded in beating them, and then it was by
a palpably offside_goal scored by Petor Tur-
ner. Last season Luton probably would have
crentod a sensation by beating the Rovers at
Beiatol had ot the homesters been given
ponalty in the last fow minutes, thus enabling
them to pull the game out of the fire. For the
match noxt Saturday, Luton will rely “Yon the
team that did so well at Park Royal. The
kick-off is ﬁxod.(or 3.3% A

To.duy (Thursday) Luton wore playing
Southory Unitod away, and on Monday next

erformance last weok with the Reserves. Bert
Biico might slso bo given a trial, for tho onl
way of b i glng hese men up to concert pitel
is by giving them chances in first-class com-
pany.

e
Andorson, I hoar, has gone back to Kilmar-
to nurse his injured ankle, but has

Promised {o roturn whon zound.

mattors.
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