The Southern League.
NEW BROMPTON v. LUTON.
Ra[:!l:li'ml— at New Brompton on Saturday.

Luton .

New Brompton ] Boal.
et

1 goal.

0
Tha following teams turned out:—
Luton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; F.

Hawkos, White, and R. Hawkos;
Macdonald, Brown, Pickoring, and 'nn‘mnar:or'
Now Brompton — Griffiths; Walton and
Floyd; Mayin, Martin, and. Elliott; Burns
Nhoridan, Snellgrove, Boadsworth, and Ma.
lott.

Referoo, Mr, .C C. Fallowfield (Streatham),

On papor, it looked a good thing for Luton
on Saturday, but New ‘i}mmptong have ever
proved stubborn apponents on their own
ground. Vur%fnw_ victorios have been credited
to Luton on Kentish soil; indeed, I believe a
draw has been the commonest result between
Suturday's teams. It will bo obsorved  the
home side made many alterations. Of these,
Beadsworth had only been goonred during the

waok and was makine his frat appoasanes o
tho Club. Sheridan, of whom e hed beo
oxpeciad, had not played for a weok or con
through illnes, but I understand he had mot
mudo o vory favourable improssion i bl pes
vious gamos for Now Brompton. — Gue ‘ad
friond MoKeo was droppod, and thus the fo
wards wore an entirely hew 1ino from, lass son:
son’s fivo,
R

Luton gave the side which gained such a
glorious victory tho provious weel u focthos
shanco to distinguish themselves, but, as the
soquel shows, thoy failed fo live up. to. thig
roputation. The train sorvico to New Beomp.
ton 13 not of the bost, and tho playors were o
th ground carly. An inspootion. of the. turt
did not. prove very favourabla and in compari.

son with our new pitch it was extromely rough.

Luton won the toss, and, as there was a de-
oidod wind, Bob naturally took advantage of
its assistance.  Tho game opened in quiet
fashion; indeed, after last woek's firoworks,
the procoodinga all through were vor: f
An oponing rush by New Brompton's right
wing was nicoly stopped by Bob Hawkes, who
passed back to McCurdy, but the ball travelled
sut, and from the throw-in Beadsworth shot
ovor.
. . .

The ball did not romain long at this ond of
tho fiold, foo Barnos Kapt up his recent form
by going through nicoly sovoral times without
baing able to drive home the advantage. His
final pass was either too far forward or his
inside comrades had failed to keep up and his
centres went bogging. t was some minutes
beforo Warner touchad the ball, and then he
waa woll offside from Pickering’s pass. He
had a bit better fortune at tho next attempt,
for he tricked Elliott in fine style, but Floyd
ust managed to savo the situation’ by kicking
1nto touch.

. . .

Now Brompton could not keep. the Luton
attack away from Griffiths’ vicinity for any,
lengthened period, unil hands against Picker-
ing inside the penalty arca gave relief. Wal-
ton almost brought about the downfall of his
own goal when he missed badly, but Warner
did not gof uway soon onough and tho oppor-
tunity passed. At the opposite end Marriott
made a diversion in favour of New Brompton,
Blackett failing to stop his career, but Snell-
grovo was not clover enough to take up the
advantage goined and Luton’s gonl was not
endangered to tbc oxtent it !!l.lou d have been.

Saveral times offside against Warner pulled
ap the Luton attack, anﬁ I might stato here
the roferec was by no means happy in some of
his decisions on this point, making many mis:
takes. Elliott was ponalised for a bad foul
noar the halfway line, and the roesulting freo
kick was placed well up the field, but the honie
dofence provailed and danger was averted.
Play voorod round in favour of Now Brompton
and Platt was called upon twice in quick suc-
esssion, Snollgrove being responsible for a good
attompt. . = 5

This turn_of events did not last long, and a
high dropping contre from Warner appeared
good businesa for Luton, but the bome backs
wors succossful in_clearing. Barnes and Pic-
kering now forced the play with a cleverly-
exacuted run, giving Maedonald a chanco to
have a pop at Griffiths, but his shot was a triflo
wide. At the opposits ond White gave a cor-
mor, but {his was oasily disposed of and the
loall was quickly returncd up the field. At this
stage Pickering ini.irod his knee in some way,
and although he id not come of tho fiold, e
was of littlo 1) to his side during a spell of
pressure. as J-: was not in his place when tho
ball came across onco or twico. But he soon
recovorod and took his share in thoﬁ:ln,v to the
ond of the piece. Horoabouts Boadsworth
fouled Blnckott and received o warning from
the rofaree, but the place-kick was of little
valno. o & 2

Brawn ulmost notted with a fino drive, but

Floyd menaged to get in the way of his shot
and tha bail roboundod far down tho fiold. ~ A
minuto later Sandy made a surprise poss to
Macdonald, who was not prepared for it, and
a_vory good opening consaquently went beg-
ging. Later on a pass from Brown to Barnes




in gl y once he
through right in front of Platt, but he L;‘;da &
#ild attompt ang the ball went' yards wide.
White almost repeated his success of

sesson on the same ground by & fne dot
from & pass put to bim by Brown, bat e
timo Griffiths just managed to cleay Froqus
shat, a0d b di nof open bis Southern Legs
goal record for the present season. ve
minutes before interval the game was
stopped through Martin etting hurt, but he
goon recovered.  MoCurdy did wetf ot 8

quite the worst decision of Mr. l’l“owﬁalw
and was admitted by the home officials to ha:

B wrong one. The other came about
!hrou_f}.x the agency of Barnes, who finished o

lisnt run by passing across the  socl.
mouth. Floyd managed to turn the ball out
to Macdonald, but the latter put up a rather
weak attempt, and nothing more than a goal
kick for New rompton came of it

. .

Half-time was called without any tangible
result.  Althou, of course, Luton had the
greater number of chances, they scarcely de-
served to have fared better on the play. It
w thcug_ht with a change of ends Platt would
have all work cut out, to keep a clean sheet,
and after a short spell of Luton attack, he was
kopt on the alert in the early stages of the
concluding half. Tt was ot this time that
uton's unboaten away record in the Southern
Loague was most in jeopardy, but only one
goal came, this being netted by Marrioti with
& oross shot high up in the extreme corner of
the goal some twelve minuhu after the re-start.
. Platt made a dash to get to the ball, but was
ust too late, and for the first time_ the crowd
ot themselves go. Doubtless visions of a
rathor vnexpected ‘win arose in their minds,
and, if tho truth is to be told, I must confess
that I rather fancied Luton were in for a beat-
ing, inasmuch as the home players were hay-
ing much the better of the exchanges and also
had the material help of the elements. But
this goal livened up the Lutonians and
they put on an extra spurt or two. _Still, a
rather ugly opening came about when Platt, in
fisting away a shot, got too far under the ball
and almost put through his own goal, but onl
a corner came of it, and this being disposed of,
play was transforred. Warner dropped in o
ood corner kick at the opposite end, and the
all was put over by Barnes,

A bottor fato was in store, however, from o
cornor takon by Barnes which Griffiths made o
‘dash_at and missed altogether, and Brown
oqualised the tcores ten minutes after Mar.
riott’s goal. The crowd b no means relishod
the award of tho cornor which led up to this
goal, claiming that it oucht to have been a
goal kiok. Porsonally, I was too far away to
say whioh was the correct decision, but I am
assured by the Luton players who were on the
spok that Walton was the last player the ball
touched boforo passing over ' tho  goal-line.
Theroforo tho goal wag a good one.

Of course, it was a bit disappointing to the
Now Brompton supporters to see points slip-

ing away when thoy wore so badly needed.
A R e e e
of the gamo, nlthough, holped by tho wind,
Now Brompton got down occasionally. Bends:
worth onusad Platt to kick away on ono ocoa-
sion when hard pressed, while only tho wild-
noss of the attempt prevented the same playor
‘bringing off a goal when Blackett lot him
through. 3




Goals.
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But as a rule it was Luton who appeared the
moto likely to gat. the load, Barnes usually
boing tho ano to bring the bll through. Ho
oarned tha ironical applause of the home rowd
Whon, aftor gotting Fight through on his own,
Bo. failod to stondy. himsolf and his final shob
wont wido. As this was about four minutos
Dofora.tha close, a goal would probably have
sottled the result, and consequently there was
& oortain amount of roliof about  the cheor.
About. the lnst incident wos 8 good save by
Grifiths from a contre by Warnor, and tho
playors trooped off the feld a minuta lator
thating the poings. o o

The gamo was far from a good one to watch,
q\robt{ forward work being very infrequent.

ho backs on both sides kicked strongly and
were the chief cause in keeping down the
scoro, neither goalkeeper having a deal to do.
Undoubtedly the Luton forwards were the
cleverer fivo, but the hard, bumpy turf quite
upset their i us individual
work camo off bost. Barnes kept up his torm
of recont matches and was Luton’s most promi-
n nt forward. The worrying tactics of tho
halfbacks of both teams did not allow the in-
sido men to get going, and it was tho outside
wingers who usually got through the inter-
modiate division. Burns, who took Barn-
father's place, certainly justified a further
trial, while Beadsworth promises to make Mar-
riott a good partner. I should think Marriott
the best of the New, Brompton forwards on
Saturday ; anyway, his goal was a fino ono.

Bristol Rovers mot with another defeat on
Saturday, Tottenham Hotspur beating them on
their own ground by 2 goals to nil. ~At Parh
Royal, Brentford beat tho Rangers by 2 goals

by '3 goals to 1, and at Swindon, North-
ampton gained a surprising success by 2 goals
to 1. The home teams winning were—Fulham
2, Norwich City 1; Watford 1. Reading 0;
Wost Ham 2, Plymouth Argyle 1; Portsmouth
2, Millwall 1.

. .
The following is the League table up to
date:—

«

On Saturday noxt there will bo o battle royal
ot Luton, the visitors being Portsmouth, who
aro on o par with Luton as to points obtained
but havo played one more match. Last wee

wall colours, and as they came out top
Vory hard struggle, they will doubtless hope |
to render a good account of themselves on this
occasion. e kick-off is at 3.15, and Luton
will rely upon leir us_unl toam.

Luton Town V. Portsmouth and Bassett
v. the World for supplying a good Overcoat
¢ Mackintosh to waich the match —Noto
address: 28, \Vgllingtgn»streot.—{Anv .

Watford droppod, Petor Turner in thoir
mateh against Reading, having discovered that
though he plays remarkably well in mid-field,
ho fails in the shooting department. Eaton,
on the other hand, seems to have goined a
parmanent place in the toam.
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