The Southern League.

LUTON v. SWINDON.
Played at Swindon on Saturday. Result:—
Luten ., 1 goal.
Swindon 1 goal.
Ihe following were the toasms:—
Luton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; F
Hawkos, White, and R. Hawkes;® Waind:
Macdonald, Brown, Pickering, and Barpe "

Swindon — Ling; Gill and Atterbury ;
Hindls, Oakden, and Potter; Doans, F. Wheot.
croft, Lyons, Monks, and Chalmers.

Referee, Mr, A. (a'ree:x (West Bromywich).
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Once again favourable weather conditions
attonded Baturday’s engagement ; indeed, but
for that terrible downfall of rain’ whon Brigh-
ton visited Luton the sccond week of the soa.
son, we have enjoyed a succession of fine Satur-
duys.  An early inspection of the ground
proved there had been improvement made in
the state of tho turf. ospacially at the town
end, where I remember on u former yisit g
veritable quagmire existed. The Luton diree.
tors who accompanied the team next turned
their_attention to the stand accommodating

charactor to Luton's new ono at 3d. Cortainly
two threepenny stands are provided, but they
are nothing more than wooden terraces withouy
a vestige of cover,

u ety .

By the way, on arrival at Swindon we found
Lewis had come over to have a look at tho
bays, his home being at Bristol. He considors
his knee practically sound again, and it is
quite on the cards he may give it o trial in a
mateh at a not very distant date. Bob Hawlkes
won the toss. but there was little in it,
although Luton, as a matter of faot, were dan-
gerous through the right winﬁ almost straight
away.  Atterbury intervened and prevented
Warner getting his centre across. A liko fate
was oxtended to o somewhat similar rush on
the Swindon right, but in this instance
McCurdy gave a corner in order to avert the
threatened danger. KFrom this kick an excit-
ing melee ensued in front of goal, but Blackett,
eventually cleared from a crowd of players in
groat style. = -

Immediately following Luton forced o cor-
ner, but Oakden easily cleared, giving the ball
to Wheateroft, who got awav with 1t, finally
passing to Chalmers, but tho latter's contre was
not improved upon.” Luton once more took up
tho running with o well-judged punt up by
Frod Hawkes, giving Macdonald a fino oppor.
tunity, but his aim was too high and the ball
wont over. The play was fairly fast, but little
combination was shown on oither side. Doans
got woll away and put in o good contro, but
Monks, who met it, was tackled by McCurdy
and nothing more than a corner resulted.

Attorbury altost lob his side down with a
bad miskick, but Barnes, who mado & dash for
tho ball, was unablo to control proporly, and it
wont harmlessly ovor the goal-line. ° Whito
triod a shot whioh was woll-dirocted, but it had
not sufficient force bohind it to boat Ling and
ho oloared with ease. At the opposits goal
Doans was obsorved to be well throngh with
the ball at his toe, but he shot wide and only
a gonl kick resultéd. A nasty foul was made
on Pickering just a foot or so outside the
penalty aren, and Bob Hawkes made on b
fomDt 4o open the scoro by putting in a terrific
drive, but Ling rose to the occasion and threw

away. o = o
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A rush by Warner looked d
Sandy foulagl someone, and thus the hall oat

got away. Just for once Chalmers managed t
shake off the attentions of Blackett, R
ting away finely, threatened to open’the score,
but F. Hawkes got back in time and licked
out, thus saving a rather ugly situation.
Barnes now made an attempt to force the play
and finally dropped the ball to Brown, but
Atterbury was not to bo eluded and Sandy
could not force his way through.

Ling almost made a fatal mistake when he
stood unconcerned when a dropping centre by
Warner was thought to bo going well over the
gonl. To the surprise of overybody, it struck
the crossbar at its junction with the upright
and robounded into play. The Luton for:
wards, thinking the ball was going
no attempt to improve the occasion,
was ablo to catch and throw awa
anyone could get up. A bit later Wheateroft
managed to find the net from a pass by Chal-
A o mas stonding cloarly. offside, al-
though the Swindon players appealed strongly
or & goal.  Another centre from Chalmers
was nuilifid through Platt being fouled by
Wheateroft, This boing tho final incident of
any moment previous to_ the interval, I ought
o montion about ton minutes boforo half-time
Pickering recsived a nasty kick just above the
koo, which bandicapped him ail through the
rest of the match. As a matter of fact, he was
of the field for some ‘minutes prevous to half-
ime.

L .

. The second half proved a_decidedly interest-
ing poriod, although we did not have & deal

; Luton started as if they
oant business and were early in attendance
ot Ling's ond. _ Pickering put in a regular
“hot 'un? which the Swindon goalkeeper did
well to stop,
ran out, and be g
plagers, could not get it elear.
pounced on the ball some twelve yards out
lifted it cleverly over the heads of both com-
o and foes into an ompty goal, Ling not
having got bacls to bl: post. |

The spectators were quite prel
Luton take & commandmng lead,
time thoy cortainly promised to

nsual, an
charge during this period of Luton pressure
Tt was in the firs

moiety that the brightest play was seen, Wi
Toton stroets ahead of their opponents in mid-
fiold. i al looked a cer-

tainty, cerowed the ball from
the 3oaldine, in & wondorfully clever mannor
e o right across tho roal-mouth, bub no
Lutonian was prepared for the confre,

t recovery, and th
the ball was past T y, and thus Mecs

3( their py&wess by coming
lafonce wit]
anjoyed his usunl luck at target practice an
only managed to
-aide. . 4
any corners, but they were
encouraged by their

-
Tnton forced m!

not turned to account, and,

rowd. Swindon gradually wore down the

Toton attack and assumed the nﬁgresslvo on

their own. So much was thia the case that
i had the spec-

twalve minutas before time we ha
e e " Pickoring being given offside standing
wall in his own balf. 5

as they would, the Luton defence conld
m:{ et the ball far up the field. Meanwhile
tia erowd literally worked

frengs, and this in some respects affacted the
ovors. Anv way, Swindon played as if they
had just o~ imenced instead of there being
only abou’ ten minutes to go. During one of
fhowa  austnined attacks 2 regular  mixap
thoee  'mear Platt, and the ball was bobbing
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about in & most threatenin, ma i-
mately " Plate” war ohsorred fa o Ul

8ot it out of dange: d Bici
Roteeh bmllbed. ngn'r and the Luton officialy
t .
But their relief was of very short durati
for just hero the reforree sgmalied a stoppac
It was seen two or three of the players were in

v &
aturally the crowd shouted for a penslty.
penalty it was. Granting for (he. mou‘z)e'n:nidt
Gos w pemlty, it swas a decidedly Jach
thing for Swinidon, as the ball was ony of pi)
when the incident happened an, there was no
question of the goal being in danger ‘Tacgis
made no mistake with the shot, and Platt had
d see the ball flash by into

b :
match elicited the in(o;m.{'}qmnes after the

but th h
intention. ® was down, and Wheateroft run-
[mag on stepped right on him, and naturaliy
1Tt yover. Anyway, he was on top of McCurdy.

t was a most unfortunate event for Luton, for
88 mattors turned out, it prevented them tak.
ing a clear lead on the‘Southe.m League table.

A probable division of points quite pleased
the spectators, and it was Luton who again
were the attacking party right up to the final
whistle. But alt ough " both Pickering and
Warner got through in promising style they
were not allowed to reap the advantage thus
guined through the fouling tactics now adopted
by the home defenders.  Just before time,
Luton's left wing forced a corner from a fine
burst through, buf they could not be turned
to account, and the crowd cheered quite as
much when the whistle went, with the score
unaltered, as Luton spectators will do on Satur.
day should Millwall leave both points in Bed.
fordshire.
. » -
Luton played a much improved game on
their New }gmmpbon away form; siill, they
id notirise to the occasion as at Park Royal
or the first twenty minutes against West Ham.
It was votod by far the best game seen on the
Swindon ground during the present season,
but all T can say about that is that they have
not had the pleasure of viewing such matches
as the Luton spectators have been privileged
with,
- - o

Platt kept a fine goal, and never made a
single mistake the whole game, but so well
did Blackett and McCurdy play that he was
not often called upon. Tho Luton halyes were
also in capital form, Bob Hawkes being o
special favourite with the Swindon crowd,
but T am not prepared .to say he did better
than his comrades, each of whom was a olass
above the Swindon middle line. Luton’s left
wing pair did wonderfully well, especially as
Pickering was badly handicapped by o nasty
injury, and Saudy Brown was huit quite
early in the game also, which prevented him
being as dangerous as usual. Macdonald
played o olever game, and afforded Warnor
many _chances to give the Swindon men a
taste of his cleverness and speed, although the
ex-Tottenham player has been seen to greater
advantago with his shooting.



It was evideni from the manner the home
players tackled thoy were out for spoiling
Luton’s fine rocord away, and two or three
were, none too sorupulous in- thoir methods
Oakden especially playing the stopping game
by acting as ‘ policeman " to Brown. Ling
did very well in goal, bringing off several
fine saves; but the backs were none too safe,

7 had been bustled a bit more,
would have' let thoir side down, I feel sure.

On the journey home, several of the players
renowed acquaintance with MoEwen gnd Ross,
who wore most pressing in porsuading their
old comrades to join their saloon, Naturally,
they were greatly elated at their first away
smogess;  stil, thiy found time to. exprocs
theil: pleasure at Luton’s fine show this season,

vio Ross saying it must b o weloome
change from his experioncs on relurn . jour.
nieys with us. Both MoEwen and Ross stated
thay weral very ‘comfortable’ with "their. new
olub; “nevortheloss, hey e lensant mermo-

ries of “Good old Luton.”
° " .

Tho Southern League matches furnishod
sevoral surpriss on Saturday. The victory of
Norwich City at Bristol by a goal to nil can
hardly be included in this category, perhaps,
bocause the Rovers were so demoralised at
Luton that they have never been ablo to re-
cover. But it was surprising to find West Ham
United beaten on their own ground by Reading
(3—2), and it was still more astonishing to hear
of Northampton’s ono-goal-to-nil vietory at
Millwall. i

Queons Park Rangors 2-0 dofoat of Ply.
mouth Argyle was also a little bit out of the
ordinary way, even though the game was
played at Park Royal. In fact, all the top-
markers engaged were beaten except Luton,
Fulham, and Southampton, the last two mak-
ing s draw on the Londoners’ ground. Brent-
ford were beaten at New Brompton by 2 goals
to 1, and the Southern League table now reads
as follows:— o

~—
Plyd. Wa. Lt. Dn, For.AgstPts
1 4

lo....

bttt i

ristol Rovers -

orwich City

Swindon .........

Brighton ‘and Hove

On Saturday next, Luton will be at home to

Millwall, and. tho meeling ought to be produc-
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ive of something like the excitoment of old
e ot hon Lutoo and Millwall used to Sght
for the championship of the Southern Loague.
Tn thoir last two S.L. matches the Dockers,
ho had boon going oxceptionally strong, dis-
appointad the expectations of their supporters,
bt they showed o return to form on Monday,
when they beat Plymouth Argyle in a Western
League match. The Luton team will be as
A and the kick-off is fixed for 3.15.
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