The Southern League.

LUTON v. MILLWALL.
Played at Luton on Saturdsy. Resulti—
Luton . 6 goals.

Millwall ,

1 goal

The teams wern as follow :—

Luton—Platt: Blackett and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, Whito, and R. Hawkea; Warner,
Macdonald, Brewn, Pickering, and Baraes

Millwall-Dvelley; Comrie and Staphansen:
Marshall, Miclean, and Blyth; Headburs,
Milsom, Heaton, Toige, and Hurter.

Referee, Mr. C. C. Fallowfiold (London).
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The prospects for the * grate fite” between
Luton and M:Lwall did not look particularly
bright on Saturday morning, for the town was
enveloped m a thick fog, and bearing in mind
that we were L« November, there was only too
much reason to fear that the gate and the
game would loth be spoiled. aJ)px‘liy, foars
were not realised; the fog cleared off before
the morning was far advanced, and the after-
noon was preuv.well n}l that .eould be desired.

Upder foof, ot course, there was room for
improvement, The heavy ramns had hed thar
affect upon the ground, and the players found
the work qu e as hard as they cared for,
Still, the directors were fortunate to get so
nice an afterncon in the midst of the rainy
season, and there was little or nothing to inter-
fere with the attendance.  Possibly some of
the cyelists had none too comfortable a time,
but they Luxned)up nll.ths same.

The kick-off was fixed for 3.15, which was
fully a quartar of an hour too late, and it was
a good thing the referee got the teams to line
ug ten minutes before time, or it is question-
able whethor the match ‘could have been
brought to u conclusion. As it was, the con-
cluding stages = ere fought out in the loom,
and spectators had to be well op the alert to
follow the cour. of the.bnll.

.

There were quite seven thousundd)eo le

resent when Millwall kicked off, Bob Hawkes

aving won the toss. The Dockers, by the
way, were unfortunate in having to take the
field without several of their regular players,
Joyce giving plece to Dwelloy, o Poplar man,
in pi‘oul, Comrie going from right-half to right
back in place of Cam})hel], and Jones and
Watkins beinz absent from the front string.
It was, however, in the defence that the altera-
tions were most koenly .ieln

|
The play was of a very sensational order to ‘
begin with, Lu cn being quickly in evidence in !
the vicinity cf the Millwall goal. Barnes first
of all tested the custodian with a fine shot, and
then Luton put on the pressure until off-side
relieved. The free kick availed little, for the
homesters peunced on the ball and forced a
corner. ollowing this, there was a curious
mix-up in tha mwouth of the Millwall goal, and
Comrie failing to clear, Brown easily drew
-

first blood. - i
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The cheering which greeted this erformance
had hardly died away when Lutonpwore agoin
acting on the aggrossive, and after a long shot
by McCurdy had just missed the upright, the
forwards carried the hattle to the gates, and
Brown giving Warner o beautiful pass, the
outside-right so)red with a magnificent shot

ken at an oxeceedingly difficult angle.  Poor
Dwelley tried hard to save it, and I don’t
think it was his fanlt that he was unob
successful.

[} o ()

Two goals Within two or three minutes was
distinctly goo ! business, and visions of another
record begun w0 be conjured up by the on-
lookors. Mill vall, however, now got a look-in,
and Marshail sent over the bar from lon,
range. Then Barnes got away again througﬁ
the kindly beip of Bob Hawkes and Bickering,
and Brown made a good attempt to convert
the centro, bit, could not keep. the ball low
onough. A spiendid effort by Bradbury on the
Millwall right was generously applauded by the
spectators, and a miss by White afforded Kﬁl-
som o good opening, but ho sent wide.

Wazrner and Barnes replied with corners for
Luton, and from that placed by the outside-
left, Macdoruld hit the bar. ~The ball re-
bounded, and scrimmage ensued, during
which the ball seemed to go well over the line,
but in response to appeals, the referee, who waa
watching very closely, emphatically shook his
head. A free kick by Blackett was a regular
hot 'un, and then Stephenson, in attempting to
cloar from a centre by Pickering, had the mis-
fortune to put through his own goal.

This was the extent of the sooring in the
first half, though the Millwall goal afterwards
had several n rrow escapes, and the custodian
was nono to happy in his attempts to cloar.
Once he punted up in the air from a grand
shot by White, znd Brown came within an ace of
putting on tte finishing touch, but SBtephenson
just managed to got the ball away. Sandy
had another good opening from a shot by
Pickering, smilarly dealt with by Dwelley,
but he dolaged his kick and the ball rebounded
off a back.

. .

The visitors oecasionally got away, and
during one of these incursions a couple of the
inside forwards came down on Bob Hawkes,
hurting his brek and rendering him of little
further use unlil after the interval. During
this period, Biadbury was the only man. to
cause Flatt any trouble, and one of his shots
was a_beauty, but later on, when he had a
olear field, he dallied with the ball and lost the
opportunity. Just bofore the interval Brown,
taking a o ntre from Warner, hit the inside
of the bar und a goal seemed certain, but some-
how or other n.he. all came out.

Play ‘n the second half had béen in progress
some time beiore there was any alteration in
the score, though Luton two or three times had
extremely hard luck. Once a tremendous drive
by Bob Haw'es was gotn straight for
net, but it canroned off Btephenson ‘without the
latter knowing anything about it, so for as see-
ing the ball was concerned, and later on Dwel-
lay appeared to carry the ball right under the
bar from a gxnm}'ly-plnc'ed corner by ‘Warner.
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The fourth goal came at length, however. ‘
Pickering might possibly have got it, but
ho was foutsd just outside the penalty line.
Bob Haykes look the kick—one of his patents
Zand Warner was tho man to score. The fifth
goal was not long in following, though before |
it came, Millwal’f wore several times causing
trouble to tho Luton dofence. Then the home
forwards went, away, and Barnes put through
with a brilliant ghot.

L] .

Porsonally, J should have been inclined to
say that tha left-winger was offside when he
got the ball, but the referee @Fpeared to have
no doubt on the point, and if there was any
suspicion aboas it, perhaps it may be placed as
a set-off against those other occasions when the
suspicion was the other way. Millwall still
struggled }mrc?l ntm;gt thtm't much tsi:mmgg;
opponents, a. radbury got in another fin
R hich nassed just over the bar. Plate did
not appear to touc) it, but a_corner was given.
Nothing came of this, and Luton transferred
the play to th other end, Brown, Pickering,
and Barnes 1o ‘ing the running, and I_’mkormﬁ
had the gni.sfaction of scoring his secon
Southern Loague goal.
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was the recipient of insti
B e e Soous his comrades, for overy-




tators, who had been letting themselves “go™
for some time, now clamoured for something
to beat the bristol Rovers' record, but their
art was easier than that of the players. The
Renxy mropad bad been tellng its tale, and the
Luton men were beginning to lose a little of
their keenne:s.
- - .
As almost invariably happens, the other side
were the first te notice the difference, and they
strained every nerve to get on better terms.
For some.tim: their efforts were unattended
with success, and they were lucky in not losin
another goal in the meantime as a result a%
Warner's sersistent attempts, but eventually
Hunter beat Platt with a lovely shot whic!
gave the Luton Sustodian litile or no chance.
.

The play Tollowing this was fairly even, but
pr&c_llcall{ spoaking, Hunter was the only man
att zuy serious work, whereas at the
other end there were two or three openings
from which £oals might have come, b
Hawkes had .good chance but shot over, and
towards the finish Brown got clean through, but
the men at hie heels caused him to shoot too
soon, and Dwellgy was.nble' to save.
.

All things considered, it was a very fine

ame, and the Luton team are to be congratu-

ted upon another splendid performance.
Possibly, thay would not haye fgmd so well
had Millwall had a full team, for Dwelloy, in
g.ml'. was not an efficiént substitute for Joyce.

‘uriously encugh, however, Luton did not take
advantage of his mistakes, and there was little
blame attaching to him for any one of the
pointa scored. At times, his attempts to clear
were painfully weak, but, as it happened,
though the goal was many times threatened on
this account, it did not fall, and the shots
that scored mlgl.ﬂ huva bm\te:l any custodian.

Comrie toox a little time to settle down at
back, but otherwise the men gave a very good
acoount of thmselves, though the forwards
gfperally petered out near goal. Perhaps

is was because of the fine form shown by
Blackett and MoCurdy and the worrying tac-
tics of White and Fred Hawkes, both of whom
did excellent work. The going scomed a little
too heavy for Bob Hawkes, who was further
handicapped by the injury to his back, Never-
theless 16 was his play which took tho eye of
the Millwall officials, and they freely expressed
admiration of his command over the ball and
his well-timed passes.

. - .

The forwards were in their best vein, and
had the travelling bean a littlo_oasier, they
would have done even greater things. Barnes
was full of determination right from the verfyl
start, and—woll, secing that all rendered sucl
& oapital acoeunt of themselves, perhaps it is
not worth while to single out any one for
special mention, though a word must be spared

oongratuiato Pickering upon breaking his
spell of bad Iuck and to express the hope that
his scoring will now be as prolific as that of the
others.
. * *

I must not forget Platt. He did not have
@ groat deal to do, but what littlo came his
way was dealt with in a very creditable man-
ner, and once, when he could not get rid
of @ hot, high shot at the first attompt, ho kept
his goal intact though a couplo of forwards
were right on %19 spo&
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Whilst Luton were rubbing it into Millwall,
Fulham wero losmﬁ to Reading, and conse-
quently Luton now have the privilege of head.
ing the Southern Loagno. This fs & peeer ol
tinetion, and ono which has been achioved by
brilliant play. Thoy aro now well ahead of
any other team in the number of goals scorod.
Sinco the ono_disastor whioh Jed to fee o0
organisation of the front string, Luton have
truly done v\‘ond.erful things.

In its comments on the match, the * Daily
Chronicle” says:—*Milwall took a strange
sort of team ‘to Lufon, but the nature of
Luton’s victory is astounding. In ten Southern
League matches the Straw-workers have scored
27 goals, at least 10 more than any other olub,
In addition, eight United League games have
brought them 1n 30 more goals. Tho suceess
has a significant feature—only twelve players
have taken i:“ﬂ in the ten Southern League
fixtures, whoh must surely be a rocord ! Every
week-end people smile superciliously and say,
:Luton can't keep it up,” but Luton are as
‘up’ as they can possibly be, though relatively
the Spurs “and ‘Southampfon are a poink
better.” 5

» »
Tho greatest surprise in the Southern League
matohes on Saturday was the extraordinary ro.
covery of Bristol Rovers, who went to Ply-
mouth and peat the Pilgrims by 2 goals to 1.
They were the only vxsitinﬁ' team to win, but
Brighton and Portsmouth drew at Northamp-
ton and Brentford regFectively, and Swindon
put up a good fight at Tottenham, being beaten |
only by the odd’ f“l in three. Queen’s Park
Rangers also did well at Southampton, the
Baints just gaining t..he. day b..v 2 goals to.1.

Norwich Cily continued to show their im- |
proved form, scoring four goals against New

rompton’s one, and Watford gained a crodit-
ably viotory cver West Ham, whom they boat
by three .oals to one. The following is the
League table up to date:—

Goals,
—~—

I Plyd. Wn. Lt. Dn, For,AgstPts

by 6 27 11 1

6 16 1

; 6 14 1

m 1 4 11 1

Plymouth Argyle ... 1 5 13 1

Portsmouth 10 3 17 10 1

1 4 14 12 1

1 5 17 16 1

Brentford .. 10 5 10 10 1

Norwich City 1 4 16 12 1
oading .... 110 4 10
Northampton 1 ) 8 2
atford .... 3 1001
Queon’s Park Raps. 10 3 14 1
West Ham ... 1 3 9 1
New Brompton ...... 10 2 6 2
Brighton and Hove 2 7 1
Bwindon ....... 1 1 7

It is interesting to compare Luton’s position
now with that of last year. The st ten
matches last sonson yielded only five points as
againgt 16 this, and whilst 18 goals had been
lost as compared with 11 now, only 8 had been
soored, & number which looks very paltry in-
doed when placed against the 27 the present
toam have secured. The following are the
figures in full : — bdig

i Ll
100006110 3 pT 1T 15
- . .

Saturday’s gatp at L:mm realiscd £159.

The Luton scorers up-to-date (Southern
League matohes) sre as follow:—Brown 7,
‘Warner 7, Barnes 6, Pickering 2, Macdonald,
2, R. Havkes 2, making & total of 26, tho ono
unacoounted for having  been sco A
Btephenson (Millwall), who put through his
own goal. s - .

Luton Town v. Crystal Palace and Bassott
v. the World for supplying o good Overcont
or Mackintosh to watch the match in.—Nete
address: 28, We}lingtog-stmot;»—{ADv'r.].

On Saturday next Luton will be at home to
Orystal Puluci in a United League match.
An idoa has got abrond that the Palacoe will be
playing Chelsea on that day in o Cup-tie, lt
thab is o mistake, the tio being duo for the
following week. The Glaziers scom . a
very warm lot, and so far have lost only one
gemy in the United League. They have won
their last 9 matohes stroight off reel, and
up to the prosent have scored, 54 ioul.s to g.&

kick-off is fixed for 3 o’clock, and
Luton team will be a5 usual.
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