The Southern League,

—_—

g‘;ﬂ"ﬂ!m HOTSPUR v. LUTON.

A at Tottenham on Saturday. Result:

Lothnhlm Ha:apn‘:- a g llygylL ’
uton ... Rsasr

R e

The ams wore us under:—

Luton—Platt; Black it and McCurdy; F,
Maw] hite, and 1. Hawkess Werner,
Macdonald, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes,

Tottenham—Eggett ; Watson and Tait;
Morris, Bull, and Hughes; Walton, Kyle,
Woodward, Glen, and Murray.

Reforee, Mr. g & Bys. (Sheﬂi.ald).

Luton have ever been an attractive team in
London, but no previous visit has sroused the
interest throughout the football world to the
oxtent of that to the White Hl.nrlm;ln un
on Saturday last. 1t was cortainly the l.rfgest
crowd a Luton feam has over played before,
the general estimate being 25,000 at least. It
will o obserasd Luton were fally represented,
turning out what was, previous to Saturday,

eir undefeated eleven, and, as the sequel

ows, they kept this record intact until exact-
1y mirioty saconds from {ho finish.

Two changes were made on the Bpurs’ side,
the more important being the inclusion of
Woodward, who was making his first appear-
anco of the present scason, while Darnell, who
hails from Biggleswade and hag many times

,playod against Luton Reserves, was dropped n
avour of Hughes. I understand this altera-
tion was made with a desire to hold Warner
in_check, and, as events turned out, it cer-
tainly paid from a Tottenham point of view,
tor Luton's right-winger nover appeared huppy
throughout the game, being muL-L less in evi-
denco than is usual with him,

. . -

Both toams were greeted with enthusiasm on
taking their appearance, Woodward especial:
ly obtaining a round of cheering from. the
home spactators. At least one thousand Lute.
nians made the journey, and naturally they
gave their pots a shout, whilo the thipe e
Spurifos numbered in the team caused addy.
tional support to the welcomo extendad.

. .

Bob Hawkes won the toss, but thero was
ittle advantage gainod (horoby;  indeed,
Tottenham wore the first to get into the danger
zono through u freo kick against Tnten or
handling, but this came to nought. A minute
later Woodward gave Murray o chance  te
broak through, and for a moment matters
looked ominous, but Bob Flawkes came across
and ralioved the situation. It was now Luton's
turn to attack, and Warner getting away gave
Mncdonald the ball whon the latter was njsoly
placed, and he put in a grand drive, which,
howovor, was just tha merest trifle too high,
and it passed over the bar at a terrific pace.

. - L]

[Liuton hereabouts promised to more than
hold their own, but it was not for long, and
their usual luck in the early stages deserted
hem, inasmuch as no goal oame along. On
one oconsion Macdonald was given offside when
taking a pass from Brown, but in my opinion
the reforec made a big mistake, and it was dis-
tinotly hard lines for Macdonald, who was
finely placed. The noarest Luton came to acor-
ing during the whole game was a surprise
grounder by Bob Hawkes.  Eggott just
pounced upon it right on the line near the post
and turned it rounﬁ at the expense of a o«:mex;i
which Barnes placed bohind. It was a gran
shot and fully deserved to score, but, as 1 have
proviously noted, it was scarcely Luton’s lucky

A% . n .

Bofore the gamoe was a quarter of an hour
old, the Spurs had assumed the upper hand
and were doing the major part of the pressing.
Murray was given rather too much rope on
soveral occasions, but his final attempt was
usually effectually blocked. Still, ho made one
clover burst through, boating both Blaokett
and I. Hawkes, and it looked a certain gon‘}
until White bobbed up in just in time ani
kickod the ball .mto h:noh‘




Glen next tested Platt with a_bea

o Fei e e O G
tyle, and the corner was unavailing. Brown
nado a oharactoristic dash through immediate-
v following, but the ball came to Warner at a
lificult angle and ho placed wide. Warner
lid botter with the next chance that came to
iim, but Eggott was able to get the ball away
vith comparative ease, having a clear field in
ront At the opposite end Woodward was
bserved to bo well away. but White succeeded
n geiting the ball out of danger by giving a
orner, which Platt disposed of in a clever
nanner.

] (] °

K. Hawkes punted nicely up the field, ous-
ngr Bgeott to leave his goal without securing
he ball, but no Lutonian could get on the spot
n time to force the ball through an open goal.
Six minutes bofora half-time Kyle got through,
out failed badly by placing wide. A minute
ator an even more dangerous movement on
he part of Woodward caused the Lutonians
bresent to hold their breath, for ho was
sbserved to be making tracks for Platt in a
hreatening manner.  Eventually  McCurdy
sfectually stopped by grassing him inside
the ponalty area, and the referee promptly
awardod o penalty kick. Tait was entrusted
with this, but Platt judged the direction clever-
ly. and to tho dolight of the Luton soction of
the crowd kept his charge intact.

° . n

The only noticeable incident up to the inter-
val was another good save by Platt from a
drive by Glen, and the players retired with the
score-sheet still blank. In the second half
Barnes was given an early opportunity to
break through by a well-judged pass from Bob
Flawkes, but only a goal kick came of the
m t. The p was not d,
and ‘Kyle forced a corner which was woll
placed.” Platt coming out to punch away was
fouled and a free kick for Luton got the ball
out of danger onco more.

Murray was next ponalised for fouling, and
Bagett dropped the ball from tho place kick,
buat someone fouled again, and o freo kiok for
the Spurs was tho result. Ten minutes before
time Kyle, who had now changod places with
Woodward, was seen making tracks for goal,
and Platt came out to meot him, both players
falling over about ten yards out. A groat
shount went up_ for o pnnultﬁ, but the referee
Shook his hoad. Howover, ho went noross to
his linosman as the Tottenham players still ap-
pealod, but oventually the incident closed in &
corner for the Spurs. .

The crowd at_the back of the Luton goal did
not reliah this docision at all, and soveral stones
were thrown at Platt, while one only just
Missed Blackett's head by tho barest shave.
Blackett called tho attention of the referee to
thae fact, but althongh he stopped the game he
took no decided action, and until the closo
Platt’s post was far from an enviable ono, for
the spectators jeored and shouted every time

tent to act on the defonsive a draw looke
certain, & 2 .

But a minute later Bob Haykes, in attem t-
e e bull, did nob proporly got his
foot to it, and o corner resulted. This was
placed about four yards out, and Platt, who
Thade a dash for it first time slightly mis-
judged it. Although I believe he just touched
i o, he could not gos 15 (g‘\;or th}? players’

£ 4 Woodward headed through an open
lglgﬁllj,q tﬂ:s snatohing the_ victory right ]on thcc
post. It was distinctly hard lines to fv:nso a
DO et e aftor keoping o clasn shoet for an
hour and twenty-eight. minutes, but on the r;}x‘n
o 'the mame undoubtedly tho spoils went to the

battor side. i i .
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in_choo® .=z %



gerous movement. Barnes and Pickering
did not appear to settle down at all, while
Brown found a rare stambling-block in nll.
- B .

Woodward was without a doubt the 5
formard on ihe deld "end i sbmirers ™
many nces to r warvellously clev
work  Glen was K;‘?b‘bly his grc-atozr h‘:.\l;r

1gat standing him in fine

after tme. Bull
}eﬁl Gﬁ‘ltgm.at game at centre-half, apparently
e b: onurtg:ng a hair, for he always appeared

5pot when wanted. The S
E:cka Were nok seen to the same aa“imé’é" -
the Luton pair, umf)ly because the visiting for-
"ndl fnw them little opportunity to shine,
e i;‘:: ::ﬁ sgldﬁn;h troublea,‘ most danger
3 -back shats
two namesakes in that divisoinnn. el
.

.
Except for the fact that it oils Luton’s
away record and deposes them from fha tosd
of aders, it cannot be called

& really bad performance to lose by a lucky
an.l soored in the olosing minutes at Totten-

am, and not many teams will run them so
olose.

- . .

. Generally speaking, the Press, in comment-
ing on the match, Fave Luton a little more
credit than was really deserved. Seeing that
the forwards gave their poorest exhibition
sinca the five have been playing together, it is
distinotly encouraging to be told that the team
did so well, for it gives us reason to hope that |
their true form will carry them a long way
yet. Appended will be found a selection from
the Press ontiex.ims. <

In the “Daily Mail” Mr. Alfrad Davis
writes: “The game was worthy of the occa-
sion, and in every way a great one—quite the
best I have seen this season. . . . Luton's de-
fence was superb.” After remarking that the
Spurs played one of their best games and de-
served their victory, he adds:  Luton are a
fine team, and they created a most favourable
impression.”’

. . .

Mr. Gilbert L. Jessop, the well-known cric-
koter, writing in the ‘ Weekly Dispatch,”
says: ‘‘ Hawkes, the conspicuous figure of the
Luton team, and indeed of both sides, expe-
rienced a good many vigorous spells. Despite
this, he was untiring in attention to the Totten-
ham forwards, and seemed to be blessed with
more than two legs, so brilliantly did he show
up throughous the afterncon.” "Summing up,
Mr. Jessop observes: “There was little to
choose between the two sides, although the
home side desan.red to win.” =

¢ Tottonham Hotspur,” says the “ Referce,”
“may well felicitate themsolves upon the re-
turn of Vivian Woodward to his old aceus-
tomed post as centre-forward. He it was who
finally gave the Spurs a hard-earned victory
over Luton, the team that, reckoned by its
goal-scoring capaocity, has no superior in the
South. Apart from that incident the Spurs
could claim no superiority over their rivals.
1t was one of the ames seen for a long
timo at Tottonham, and Luton must bo con:
sidered unlucky o lose in the last minute.””

“Tloydia Weekly” says it was “ a splendidly-
fought game, and although the Spurs were the
euparior lob in attack, Luton exhibited such
storling dofenco that they deserved ot leust to
share the points at stako.” The * Express ’
States traly enopeh that ‘“Sandy Brown and
Barnes and the ethor. sharpshootars ware! coms
plotely eolipsed by the Spuns - defence,  and
Favely. showadlt shy | Biensilof Wit Diliabey
T i the RReTer cotat o aobic e i




| resul

' thinks that “tho

the only goal of
d that “ Laton must cortainly
be reckoned with in the race for homoura’
The ‘ Athlotio News” is somowhat soyore at
Sandy Brown's oxpense, thinking that had L
“'played with brightness and a Little more in.
dustry. Luton, notwithstanding that thoy suf.
fored by the 'side of the Londoners, would
probably have returned homo viotorios.”

o

“The gamo was worthy of the oceasion,”
says the *“Sporting Life,” ““and victory went
to the side which on the day’s
it, but the visitors earned a word of praise for
the Fre'ut fight they put up. The effect of tho

t is to put Tottenham at the head of the
table, but they are thore only because of their
goal avorage, as Fulham mado a profitable
Journey to Brighton, and by capturing both
points at stake they mounted over Luton, and
oqual Tottonham in the table. It should be
orne in mind, howover, that the Craven Cot-
tagors have playod one’ more gamo than the
Spurs, and there are other olubs in close atten-
dance, so thati a slip is likely to bo a very
costly mattor. So tremendous is the struggle
for premier honours that the first nine olubs in
the table are eeparated by only three points.
It is a truly rom.nrkabl;,\ 3tute.of affairs.”

(Fluy deserved

The match at Tottenham was not the only
one affecting the championship. Fulham did
woll to gain a couple of points at Brighton,
and Plymouth at home gave Portsmouth a
sound beating—3 goals to nil. Southampton,
however, fared badly in their home match
with New Brompton, only making a draw at
1 goal all, but the Saints had a very weak
team out. Bristo! Rovers drew at Reading,
and Millwall wore rosponsible for a similar
performance at Brentford, the scores in each
case being 1 3051. 5 “ 1

The only place in which there was anything
liko prolific scoring was at Watford, whora
Queen’s Park Rangers were successful by 4
oals to 3. At Northampton, West Ham woro
Boaton by 2 conls so 1- oal. ot ‘Norwich the
matoh between the City and Swindon had to
bo abandoned on, nccou;xt of t'}.m fog.

The follewing is the Leaguo table up to
date:—

i -strect.—[ADVT.].
uddrose:—28, Wellington-strock.—[.

Goals.
Plyd, Wn, Lt. Dn, For.AgstPrs
Tottenham H.. 11 srepE gl el
Eal o e st e P 5l T 6 6 1
aton ... T1Ebei2 30T = 106 1
Southampton %é g % g i ig %
Plymouth Argylo. :
r{:{:‘o] Rovergy 12 464 2 23 171
Portsmoul 12 4 3 5 20 14 13|
Millwall .. 5 4 3 17 14 1
Brontford 5 4 3 12 12 1
Northam; R b (g g bl
Quoen’s Park BLB% 1 21 18 T
Norwich City 4 5 216 14 10
adin, 4 6 2 13 17 10:
Watfor 3 6 313 16 i
Wost Ham Unite 4 8 0 12 16 {
Now Brompton 2 6 4 ?9] |
Swindon e ﬂ % g f o
Brighton and Hove 11 K

atarday noxt Luton will bo at homo to
Beamitord. who Sson i Billy o1l Tast el
and tho local roprosentatios, it is cxpected, |
will be a8 por usual. Blackett is nobduq al tslf<
lute certainty, having been dama, x(?th%
oncounter at Tottenham, but it is hope '%]
he will be fit. On Monday, the first team yud

visit New Brompton for tho return Unite
Loaguo match. o & 5
the

Town v. Brontford and an'sutt v.

world” for sapplying & good Overconk or
Maokintosh to watoh the match —Note

have to go to Weolwich on I
e lay tha Arsonal Resarvos in tho
S.E.L., end they hope to put up & %vohoicghm}l‘?‘?é
n ix tchos, three
el ast e mgletion U oL WL T
scorad no fewer than 24 goals. !
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