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and the fact that they hud been doing s0 well
this season, that the Spurs were only second to
them on the League itable, and that the
|- homesters were Playmng the famous amateur,

Vivian Woodward, for the first time this winter,
| 21 helped to make the game the most attrac.

tive of any played in the Metropolis. A crowd
of 20,000 had been expected, but in the end
every avallable place on the stands was occu-
pied, and the crowd were wedged in all round
the rails so that it looked as if the utmost
capabilities of the place were taxed. There ig

no doubt that there were fully 25,000 people pre.
sent.

* * * =
The visiting team had brought with them a
whole army of supporters, not only from Luton
but from the entire district surrounding the
Borough. Every excursion train on both Mid-
land and Great Northern Railways was filled,
indeed, in some cases uncomfortably crowded,
and 1t 1s believed that the complement of the
visitors’ supporters passed the thousand mark.
The various routes from the Metropolis to the
ground were all freely used for hours previous
to the match and the numberless companies of
people proceeding towards the ’Spurs head-
quarters was liberally supplied with straw hat
workers from South Bedfordshire and even the
neighbouring county of Hertfordshire.
* * 3 *
Tottenham kicked off against a slight breeze.
Play opened as it continued during the whole
of the nrst hali—in give and take fashion. ‘Lhe
‘opurs worked their way down the field, but
White brought them to a momentary standstiii
by handling. Tait placed the free-kick skil-
fully and Glen found himself face to face with
the first real opportunity of the mateh, but shot
wide. All of the players seemed to be infected
with the prevailing excitement and the work in
the opening stages was unsteady and undecided.
Tottenham were the least alfected by the feeling
of the crowd, but as the Luton halves began
| to settle down, their forwards began to appre-
| ciate their difficulties. White seemed to be get-
| ting the measure of Woodward, but the amateur
proved to be biding his time.
* * * L
V, arner with some good play gave McDonala
an opening which he was not slow to perceive,
but put in a rattling shot which was a few
inches too high. This was the first really good
attempt in the match and put the visiting sup-
porters on good terms with themselves, a feel-
ing which was increased next minute when a
clever centre by Barnes found Brown off-side.
Luton kept up the attack and Brown twice had
the misfortune to narrowly miss the goal. Bu:
he was being far too well watehed to havetime to
steady himself, and those dangerous shots of
his, which were so well-known to the ’Spurs
followers, were not quite so surely aimed as they
might have been.
* ® " 4
Luton were undoubtedly having the better of
matters just now, and were subjecting the home
backs to a trying ordeal. One of ‘“Bob”
Hawkes’ terrific long drives appeared to be
travelling straight into the net, but shaved the
post. But that portion of the crowd which
favoured the visitors were quite satisfied, for
it was evident to the gneenest novice in the game
that if Luton could only keep up their present
tactics a victory was certain. But, alas for their
hopes, Tottenham began to settle down and
in a smart breakaway, McCurdy resorted to the
dangerous expedient of kicking the ball to Platt,
to avert defeat from the foot of the determined

Kyle. 2 - 3 5

A short period of pressure by Tottenham was
succeeded by some aggression by Luton, but
the home defence seemed to possess an intuition
which gave them the opportunity of intercepting
the visitors’ passes, and play was gradually sent
back into the neighbourhood of the Luton goal,
where Glen put in a hot shot which was just
gailing beneath the bar when Platt knocked it
behind. A capitally-placed flag-kick was suc-
cessfully negotiated, but Tait returned and an
epidemic of miskicking almost spelt defeat for
the Lutonians, until a sturdy clearance by

Blackett saved the situation.
* * s @
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In the 'f‘lI'B*t-hILlf. neither team could claimpagy
| ‘but 1n the second period Tottenham’s
guperior SCIENCe and finished combination won
them the upper-hand. It was certainly unlucky
for Luton that their opponents should sCOTe
only a minute hefore time, after the defence had
«tood such hard pressure unyieldingly, but Luton
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On the Luton side Blackett gave an especially
fina exhibition. His play was cool, clean and
| caleulating and he excellently covered any of

thie mistakes of hig fellows. McCurdy was also

not so brilliant as his companion.

good, bub

Platt’s work was on the whole excellent although
he misjudged the header from Woodward which
The halves were fairly safe, but ‘“Bob”’
finely. Of the forwards

McDonald played the hardest. Brown’s tactics
weie jackadaisical, and several times it ap-
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peared as though he might have forced his way

up to goal if he had exerted himself. Neither

Barnes, Pickering, nor Warner were in their

usual fettle. '
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On the Tottenham side the players were uni-
formly good, though Woodward was the main-
stay of the team. It js doubtful whether he has
ever given a more excellent exhibition. The
halves were untiring, Bull being especially pro-
minent. The backs left nothing to ehance and

tackled and eleared very coolly. Eggett accom-
plished some good work in goad.
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