The Southern League.

LUTON v. BRENTFORD.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—
Brentford e goals.
Luton ., o : i

The teams were as follow :—

Luton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; F.
Hawles, White, and R. Hawkes; Warner,
Macdonald, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes.

Brentford—Whitfaker; Howarth and Riley;
Jay, Parsonage, and Tomlinson; Hartlay,
Shanlcs, Corbett, Hobson, and Underwaod.

Roforce, Mr. H. Smith (Boston).

Although, taken on the whole, Brentford
have done remarlkably well this season, they
huve not the name of somo of the other toams
which have visited Luton this season, an

ly it was not icl d that they
would cause Luton any serious trouble. In
fact, with the exception of Brighton, they were
rogarded as supplying the homesters with the
nasiost task wp go dnle..

A bitter disappointment was in store, how-
oV But of that, more anon. The weathar
was fine, but dull and threatening, and the
attendance fell considerably short of the aver-
ago Southern League gates, there not being
moro than five thousand spectators.
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The ground was in a very bad state, owing
to excessive moisture, and this proved the un-
doing of the Luton team. Bob Hawkes won
the toss, but it gave little or no advantage.
The homoesters were the first to attack, and
from a corner-kick, placed by Warner, Brown
headed behind. A spell of midfield play fol-
lowod, and then Luton again acting on the
aggressive, Barnes put in a dangerous-looking
centre, but offside against Brown relieved.
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The visitors_transferred play to the other
ond, and a mistake by Fred Hawlkes lettin,
them in, Shanks just missed the vpright wi
a lovely shot. Brentford now did some amount
of pressing, and the home defence not beiu§
quite so sound as usual, the spectators ha
ruther an anxious time, but oventually the
attention of the Pusyﬂ B:;es was shaken off.

Luton then made the running. Brown was
fouled close in to goal, but instead of giving
the penalty applied for, the raferee gave Sandy
himsolf offside, Directly afterwards, the Luton
contre-forward had another fine opening, but
his shot went straight to Whittaker, who was
able to got tho ball away. After the custodian
had saved from Macdonald, Bob Hawkes gave
Pickering a grand chance, but the inside-left
tried too long a shot and sent wide of the
mark. .
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A fine bit of play by Underwood next
attracted attention, and Platt had to save, as
he did again from Shanks, who was placed in
u very favourable position. Luton made o
protty good response, and Whittaker saved a
smart cross shot from Warner by turning 1t
round the post. Brentford cleared from the
corner-kick, but Blackett returned into the
mouth of kool, and & moment later Bob
Havwlkes sont in a ripping shot, which passed
just over the bar.
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Tufon's most promising movement, however,
followad upon a_corner_ placod by Warner.
Brontford cleared from this, but the homesters
roturned to the attack, Brown, Pickering, and
Barnos showing the way, and the centre from
the last-named looked like doing the trick, but
unluckily the others gof just a bit in front o
it, and so the opporhngxty was lost.

Brontford roplied, and Hartley succeeded
netting, but was given offside. Platt after-
wards kicked away from an attempt by H
san, but presently the Bees again got on visit-
ing terms. Platt saved one tolerubl{{wurm
shot, but almost before he recovered himself,
Hobson again secured possession and drew first
blood witﬁ a spl.endid .shoh

From now to the interval Luton made des-
perate efforts to retrieve the position, and a
ood_many shots were put in. A beauty by
ob Hawkes just missed the upright by inches,
and Macdonald also made a_grand but un-
successful attempt. Later on Pickering made
a determined dash, and Jooked like going
thron but was brought down a couple of
yar side the penalty area. The referce,
howover, disregardod appeals and allowed
play to proceed.

There was no further score, and Brentford
crossed over ~ith a lead of mne goal to mnil.
They scarce’ - deserved it on ihe play, but still
their long nging passes and robust methods
made th: dangerous whenever they got
zoing, whereas Luton frequently gave them-
selvas away by trying closa combination which
might have come off all right on a dry gronnd
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wsnily Platt saved again from a shot by
[':d?;?;oi and then Luton went o the other
e where Mscdonald received close in and
let drive for all ke was worth. Whittaker sot
the ball out from just under the bar, but there.
wore loud appeals for a goal from the Luton
players and the spectators in the vicinity, it
being asserted that the custodian took the ball
as it rebonnded from the top net. However
that may have been. the referce allowed the
game to proceed, and this piece of bard luck
bhad & dxzrx:uragi.ng eﬁe:t apon the bome ieam.

Brentford immediately went down the field.
and Platt ‘E{in’m upon to save again and

3
upright. Bees were, of course, delighted,
and it was now evident that liftle short of a
miracle eould saxe the.homes;ers from defeat.

The miracle did not bappen. Luton went on
in the old sweet way, tapping the ball from
ons to another, and absolutely blind io the fact
that the game thoy were playing was not at
all adapted to the conditions. In spite of this,
they forced the play into the mouth of the
Brentford goal on several occasions, and once
Riley saved marvellously from an effort by
Brown, following upon a corner placed by
Barnes. At the other end. Plati made quite as
smart a save from a shot by Corbeif, who had
no one but the goalkeeper to deal with after
receiving a centre from Hart.]e_v.

The concluding stages of the game were
fought out in a very bad light, and this added
to the gloom which had settled on the spec-
fators as a result of Luton’s unexpected defeat.
The homesters tried hard at various times, but
they did not try in the right way, and were
deservedly beaten by a more sensible, if not a
bhetter, team. 5

The Brentford tactics were exactly what they
should have been. They played a vigorous,
open game, and trusted more to dash than
science. Their vigour not infrequently took an
illegitimate form, and they were often tripping
and fouling their opponents, but still they were
not quite 50 bad in this respect as some of the
onlookers seeme'i to ﬂu'.nk.

Nor did the referee deserve all the blame
with which he was credited.  Of course, he
might have allowed that goal which was so
oagerly claimed as the result of Macdonald’s
shot, and he might also have given a couple of
penalties. They were very near things. Some
roferees would have given them, but others
would not, and Mr. Smith gave the defending
side the benefit of the doubi—that is, if he ha
any donbt; he nsrtmnlx did n.ot show it.

Not much need be said as to individual
players. If Sandy Brown did not succeed it
was not for the want of trying, but perhaps
Macdonald was the most conspicuous of the
forwards, and Warner was the least effective.
What on earth has come over the outside-
right? Until recently he was the bright par-
ticular star in a brilliant constellation, but in
the last two or three matches he has played
finnicking game, which is as tantalising to be-
hold as it 15 unproductive in result.




The halves have been seen to better advan-
tago. Fred Hawkes gonerally shows up well
whore hard, bustling work is required, but he
quito failed to hold Underwood and Hobson.
Bob also was not quite happy, and even White
did not revel in the mud to the extent that he
has done on some other occasions. The Lacks

were_only modorate, but no fault could bs
found with Platt, who was often hard pressed
and acquitted himsolf yell.

gama in goal, and the backs were pretty
reliable, but the halves took the eye most, Far-
sonago especially being in great form. ~The
forwards also guve a splendid account, of them-
solvos, combining well without keeping olose
onough to get in each other’s way, and always
threatening danger when allowed anything like

\
|
:
\
‘
|
|
’ For the visitors, Whittaker played a groat

2 run
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- In the other Southern League matches,
Southampton were beaten by a goal to nil at
Portsmouth, and Plymouth Argyle suffered de
foat at Swindon by 2 goals to I, whilst Millwall
wore unexpectedly vanquished on their own
ground by Norwich City, Ross, who is said to
have playod a magnificent game, scoring the
only goal of the match as the result of a fine
individual effort. The Spurs beat Northamp-
ton, and Fulham just got the better of West
Ham, but Bristol Rovers rubbed it in to Wat-
ford to the tune of 6 goals to 1. Brighton sur-
prisod the Rangers by making a draw at Park
Royal, and Reading proved victorious at New
Brompton by 3 goals to nil. |

_The following is the League table up to
date:—

Goals.

o
Plyd. Wn. Lt. Dn. For,AgstPts
Tottenham H......... 120 8 5 i3 o0 Ep
Faliamid o, 18 6 (1% 4 518
Bristol Rovers........ 13 7 4 2 20 18 16
Luton 6 3 321 14 15
Plymonth A; 6 4 318 12 15
Brontford .. 64 & 1412 15
hax I 6 &8 516 15
Portsmouth ..... 503 Bral vl 16
Millwall ... 5 25u3 17 16 13
Norwich City . 5iMEhe v 12
Roading Jdlisini alld, 5 1610016, o7 15
Quoon’s Park Rans, 13 5 6 2 21 18 12
Northampton ... 12 5 6 1 10 23 11
Z5 8 M o1 g

4 0 T
Now Brompton ..., 13 2 7 4 8 35 8
Swindon .o.......... 2 6 A0 08 8
Brighton ‘and Hove 12 2 8 2 19 6

Tho gate on Saturday amounted to only
£105. 7
» » .

Luton Town v. Norwich City and Bassett v.
the World for supplying a good Overcoat or
Mackintosh to watch the match in—Note

address:—28, Wellington-streat.—{Apvr.]
. .

_On Saturday next the first team have to visit
Norwich City, and the Reserves will bo at
home to Chelsea Resor.v(-&

o

The draw for the fourth qualifying round of
the Tnglish Cup Competition took place on
Monday. and as a result Luton will have to
visit the Crystal Palace on Saturday week.
Probably no harder task could have been set
the toam, judging both from the Palace record
and the exhibition they gave at Luton the
other day. T have not the least hesitation in
saying that Luton will have to go for nll they
are worth in or(ler to %et thrgngh,

Watford are more fortunate in having ‘o
ontertain Southporf Central, and Swindon
Town will comfortably get through a similar
duty for Wost Hampstead, Norwich City
ought not to experience much difficulty at
Shoppey, and the sume may be said of North-
ampton, who have to visit West Stanley.
Brighton, however, have anything but an en-
viable undertaking in visiting Glossop.
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