The Southern League.

NORWICH CITY v. LUTON.

Played at Norwich on Saturday. Result:—

Luton ... 1 goal.
Norwich City ... 1 goal.

The teams were as under:—

Luton—Platt; Blackett and McCurdy; F.
Hawkes, White, and R. Hawkes; Warner,
Macdonald, Brown, Pickering, and Barnes.

Norwich—Williams; Archer and McEwen;
Livingstone, Bushell, and Bemment; Muir,
Grabam, Ronaldson, Ross, and Brown.

Referee, Mr. J. Pl&is:ow (G.rimsbyj.

There is one thing certain this season, name
1y, that Luton have played before the biggest
gates in their history, both home and away.
Although tho kick-off at Norwich was timed
for 2.15, it was given out that our visit brought
them their record crowd, it being estimated
that 8.000 spectators were present. It was the
match of the season for the Eastern lenuqa,
and had been well boomed throughout the dis-
trict.  Fortunately, each side was at full
strength, and but for the foggy outlook every-
thing pointed to & gm:o, game.

MoEwen won the toss. The phrase wears
quite a familiar appearance, but this time, of
courss, it was Luton’s 9pfonenta who had
choica of ends.  Still, little advantage was
gained thereby, and for the opening rainuies

th teams went easy. Varner eventually
broke away from the ruck in midfield and gave
Williams a shot to save, but this caused the
spectators little anxiety, although Barnes re-
turned the ball into the mouth of goal, and
White taking a pot shot missed by about a
yard with a goo:l attempt.

The ball did not remain at this cnd long, for
Ross worked a xglendid opening for Brown by
neatly tricking Fred Hawkes and putting the

all well out on the wmcF. Brown possesses a
fine turn of speed, and, amid encouraging
shouts from the crowd, he ultimately sent in
a shot to Platt, which the Luton goalie did
well to punch away. But Muir pounced on the
save and banging the ball back into the goal.
mouth, it was placad through by Graham, but
he was palpably offside, although the specta-
tors were shouting themselves hoarse at what
they evidently &huught. was n..gon.l.

A still more threatening movement came
about when Ronaldson was let through by F.
Hawkes a minute or so later, and again Brown
tested Platt, but the latter was able to save at
the expense of a corner. Just here the home
forwards were rather busy and gave the Luton
hulves a worrying time.  White fouled
Ronaldson just outside the 18-yards’ line, but
the free kick came to nothing, which was quite
as well, for it was rather a mild offence.” Ross
had a shot on his own which Platt saved, the
ball falling to Brown, who, luckily for Luton,
ran it out of play. McCurdy, in tackling an
aggressive movement, put the ball over his own
goal, but the corner was none too well placed,
and danger quickly pa.ssed ayuy.

This fow minutes’ pressure naturally pleased
the spectators, but thoy had a shock whon War-
ner finished up a protty movement by letting
drive with a ourly one, a ln Park Royal, whioh,
however, did not quite accomplish the obje
but strucl ‘the upright with a bang. Williams
was complotely beaten, and another couple of
inches would have dono the trick. As it was
Barnes got his too to the ball before the Nor-
wich custodian had recovered, but McEwen un-
oxnectedly bobbed up from somewhere in his
well-lknown style and Barnes’ shot hit him and
glanced away from the goal. It was a lucky
incident for the Canaries, for a goal appeared
*“a cert.” when Luton’s outside-left secured the
ball off the goallpast. A

Half-an-hour from the start Luton were doing.
the main part of the attacking work, and buf
for a mistake by the referee should have been
awarded a penalty.  Pickering was comin,
through in fine st_vﬂ:, when he was deliberately.
pulled by a Norwich defender; still, he kept
his feet, ‘and although really stumbling at the
moment, he let drive at the goal. Williams
had come out to intercept the shot and an open
goal was presented, but the ball hit the post
for the second time during the game without
any Lutonian_being able to take advantage,
of the rebound.



e L
Tho only explanation I could: rather as
the reason tho roferes did not awasd o nomli
was that he saw nothing wrong, his view being
obstructed by tho players between himsolf ang
Pickering. o general opinion round the
ropes was that he gave Pickering his shanes
to get in a shot, seeing he had partially re-
coverad from the foul and was right through,
Even this ruling would not have met the oase,
for Pickering had certainly not recovered his
balance when he was forced to take his shot if
anything tangible was to result.
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- Two corners in succession were forced b;
Luton, but they could not drive them homs,
and Williams’ charge appeared  to have a
-charmed existence until soven minutes before
the interval. Brown was taking the ball from
@ pass inside the penalty ares when Arehes
pushed him right in the back with both hands,
and this time the referco saw tlie incident.
ob Hawkoes doos not seem_inclined to take
penalties this season, and Blackett was en-
trusted with the responsibility of improvin,
the award. He made no mistake with the kic!
and Luton sbood'one “pé .

It was a question of marking time from now
to the interval, with the exception of one sus-
tained attack at the Luton end which culmi-
nated in a corner to Norwich. From this loud
appeals were mado for a ponalty against F.
Hawkos.for handling, but hia jersey. hora dis-
tinct evidence that the ball struck him on the
body; indeed, he was almost winded by the
contact. The players were trooping off the
field when the referee recalled them, and as the
light was fast failing, while the fog was getting
thicker, he ordered them to resume without
any interval

0 0

As Luton were leading by a goal, it was to
thoir interest to get the game finished if at all
possible, and I think the refereo was acting in
the interests of true sport in doing his utmost
to got the match through. Tyen at this stage
it was extremely doubtful if it would be pos-
sible. to. accomplish ~the feat, for it was
difficult to seo the spectators on the opposite
side of the ground, but right up to the final
whistle the players wore just visiblo from tho
ropes, the pxtch.itself feing fgu‘ly freo of fog.

Although technical fouls' were pretty fre-
quent, the game was by no means a dirty one;
far less so than the Brentford match of the pre-
vious Saturday. One of the worst was when
MoEwen fouled Brown some forty yards away
from goal. _ Blaockott took the resulting place
kick, but his shot was too high, and only a
goal'kick for Norwich camo of it. Once more
Brown_almost succeeded in threading his way
through, but the ball hit McEwen in_its pas-
sage and rebounded into touch. For the open-
ingyquarter of an hour in the second half Luton
were huvin% decidedly the better of the ex-
changes. f course, with teams so evenly
matohed each side:sedured oponings, and front
one such the City Brown got well away on the
oxtreme loft, and judging tho situation finely,
he transferred to Ross, who was in a good posi-
tion, and the ex-Lutonian gave Platt o chance
to distinguish himself by bringing off a really
fine save. a3 i -

There was still some, twenty minutes to go
when it was noted the City attack wag forcing
the game in the contre, and Ronaldson at-
tracted the Luton dofonce fo thq oxtent that he
was literally surrounded by them just inside
the penalty ares. Anyway, in the gloom he
was observed to fall, and naturally a big shout
went up for a penalty.. Not ong in a hundre
saw what happened; indeed, iit, would have
been impossible to got o clear/ viow from the
ropes as thero was a erowd of iplayers within a
yard of the spot. Still, the/ chance was too
good to bo missed, and groatly to the delight of
the spectators the roferes was noticed to be
pointing to Lhe.u-ynrtis‘ shot

Archer took the kick, to atone, I supposo,
for the offence which cnused the 40wn§n&0?b(i?
City goal. He made n flying kick ot o R
and it rose immediately from his f,ﬂtt’ ; 5: moht
that I was prepwred to e 1 PB; A
ove Platt’s hend, but it just lr)nl;x; o, e
iter_the net, although if must fnonthusill!m
A:{e.m;on of inches. awild scone of O o
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before the finish Blackett raceived a nasty kick
on the knes from Brown snd was compelled to
leave the field, but as there was only a couple
of minutes to go it mads no difference to the
rosult and a division of points was the final
verdict.

. -
Lshould say it was the earliest result of tha
day, for when we whistle want it ywas berely
847, but T question it it would have pe B
sible to on another five minutes, and the
refereo doubtless congratulated himself upon
his ruling at the interval. A draw probabl
excellent fight, al-
enjoyed their just
was fouled and had
of goals at the inter-
record wovld have
. .
et shows Platt did his little bit
between_the sticks, and his comrades imme-
diately in front fully maintained their reputa-
on, and compared by no means vnfavourably
with the Archer and McEwen combination. As
nsual on strange grounds, Bob Hawkes made
‘himself a favourite with the crowd with many
pretty touches. Still, his clubmates in this line
were equally servicable to the side, albeit
Fred Hawkes had a hot pair to hold in Davie
oss and Brown. There was a decided im-
provement manifest among the forwards, al-
though seeveral times they had the ill-luck to
see their efforts frustrated by the Lall striking
the goal furniture when Williams was all at

The score-sh,

sea.
- . .
As a pair, the Norwich full backs are earning
a great is season, notwith: d

the many years they have each been before the
public, and on Saturday they made very few
mistakes. Archer's kicking was really fine,
while Mac worked as hard as ever. The mem.
bers of the half-back line are not so well-known
to fame, but in Bushell the Canaries possess a
ecntre-half of distinct merit. Forward, the
line is a bit uneven, the left wing being

ecidedly the better of the two pairs, with
Muir the pick of the three remaining forwards.
Ronaldson had one or 0 chances to }Tet
through, but he failed rather badly, especially
when shooting for goal.

. ° .

Brentford, in receiving a visit from Totten-
ham Hotspur on Saturday, had to take the
field without Shanks, who was indisposed,
and to add to their misfortunes, Tomlinson,
their excellent left-half, had the bad luck to
break his leg a quarter of an hour from the
start. Under these circumstances, it was not
surprising, perhaps, that the Spurs were vic-
torious by 3 goals fo nil. This win gives the
Tottenham Club a substantial lead on the
Loague table.

L] -

Fulham wore successful at Northampton by
3 goals to I, and Southampton at home beat
Swindon by £ to nil, whilst the Argyle obtained
u similar verdict at Plymouth against Mill-
wall, but Portsmouth managed to draw af
Reading, the Bisouiteers being handicapped
by the loss of Bannister fifteen minutes from

the start, and at Bri
Bristol, Rovers by 2
on thoir own groun
Park Rangers by 2

ghton the home club beat
goals to 1. West Ham,
, accounted for Queen’s
goals to nil, but at Wat-

ford, New Brom'pton d-rew a!;.z goals all.



The following is the League table up to
date:— 7

Goals.
P. W.L. D, F. A Pia
Tottenham H. ....13 9 2 2 25 7 2
ulham .. At e s
Southampton e SE S T VI
lymouth Argylo.. 18 7 4 3 20 12 1
Luton ... 13 6 3 4 28 15 1
Bristol Rovers 147 50 230 20l |
Portsmouf 14751 316 1228 1R ET|
6. a3t s
546 3 18115 1,
6111618 BT T,
14 6.6 317 18) 1
Queon’s Parl S8 sE L0 o io1e a0kl
Northampton e3[Rl L e
Watford ..., 13 3 6 416 23 1
28 e) ol it
New Brompton 14 2 7 510 3
Swindon ... 13 2 7 4 10 20
Brighton and Hove 15, 3 8 2 10 20

Luton Town v. Crystal Palace and Bassett
v. the World for supplying a good Overcoat
or Maokintosh to watch the matoh in.—Note
address: 28, Wellington-street.—{ADVT..

S

Luton’s great concern just now is with the
Cup-tie, which is to be played on the Crystal
Palace ground on Saturday. Let us hope that
it is only the preliminary canter—on the part
of Luton—for the great match which is to be
played on the same pitch towards the end of
the season. But, as I said last week, Luton
will have all their work cut out to get the
better of the Glaziers, for the latter, on their
form at Luton three or four weeks ago, are a
fine combination.

- ° ]
. The Second Division men have done exceed-
ing ly well in their other engagoments, but then
the olass they have beon playing against has
not been great, and consequently that little
tussle at Luton forms our most reliable guide
to their capabilities. ~ Judging from that,
they will take a ot of beating, and the Luton
men will be well advised to lay themselves

out for a very hard ﬁ_ghL Sl o

It is e little unfortunate that Luton should
be set such a stiff task to begin with,
especially as the pecuniary reward is mot
likely to be commensurate with the impor-
tance of tho occasion. To go far in the com-
petition is very desirable from more than one
point of view, and it would be little short of
a disaster if Luton were knocked out at the
first time of asking.

® . .

The Great Northern Railway Co. aro
running a special excursion to King’s Cross
and the Crystal Palase on Saturday, leaving
Dunstable (Church-street) at 11.30 and Luton
at 12.15, and arriving at King’s Cross at 1.13
‘and_the Palace ot 1,55 The return will bo
'mad» by ordinary trains and a midnight
special, and the return fare to King's Cross
is 3s. from Dunstable and 2s. 6d. from Luton,
with o shilling extra in each caso_to the
Palace (excluding admission). The Midland
Company are also running a special excursion
to St. Pancras.

- . o

Admission to the Palace for the football
match is 6d., bub tickets must bo obtained at
the boxes just outside the turnstiles, and ad-
mission is obtained through certain turnstiles
belonging to th% Football Club.

« FoorsALt,  ENTRUSIAST ' asks the following

uestions: “ Did John Jack play in goal for

uton against the Spurs in a Cup-tie about
ton yoars ago, and how long did he play for
Luton ? ”’—Yes, John Jack kept goal for Luton
on Oct. 12th, 1895, when Tottenham Hotspur
visitod Luton to play an English Cup-tie and
were victorious b]! 2 goals to 1. Jack played
two seasons for Luton, first as left-wing for-
ward, then in goal, and afterwards as forward
in the TYes. &
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