THE

English Cup Competition

S
CRYSTAL PALACE v. LUTON.
ReI;ljg‘:ei at the Crystal Palace on Saturday.
Crystal Pal
Luton w..oopemen G

I’f‘he teams were as follow:—
uton—Platt; Blackett and Mol ; B
ﬁawkos, White, and R. Hawkes ;cuéggx:nelr'

Ecdontilld, Brown, Piokering, and Barnes.

‘rystal Palace— Howitson; W a
Edwazds; Tunerd, Birnia, ol Astiags Wob
lace, Harker, Watkins, Nebdham, and Roberts,

Referee, Mr. Burgess.
5 lo fhought 1 had

ome people thought I had fo; -
goratod Mok of the suptbsistiss of the Pole
team when I expressed a doubt as to Luton’s
ability to beat them in the Cup-tie and on a
sodden ground. I was told trat Luton did not
2o all out in the recent United League match,
that on the chances then they ought to have |
won comfortably, and that in a Cup-tie fight
quite a dlﬁamn(‘«.reault would be arrived at.

I am always ready to listen g
T e i e LT
man convinced against his will, is of the same
opinion still,”” and after listening to all the

monts on the other side, I still folt it ver
quostionable whether Luton would get throug
and that if they did it would only be after a
hard struggle.
(] . .

It would have given me great pleasure on
Saturday if the Luton players hag proved to
demonstration that I had taken an unduly
pessimistic view of the situation but, alas, as
my readers know only too well, guite the con-
trary was the case. am perfectly willing to
admit that on a dry pitch Luton would in all
probability be the botter side, but with the con-
ditions as they were on Baturday, I fancy the
Palace team would hold their own five times
out of six.

- .

As a matter of faot, it was a great shame
that an important match should have to be
decided on such a ground as that at the Palace
was on this occasion, for it was nothing but a
quagmire, and I question if Luton will ever be
called upon to play on a worse. Near the goals
it was bad enough, but 1n the centre there was
nothing but thioi mud, and when the ball once
got there it was.diﬂicnl.t to ge‘t it out again.

Luton deserve credit for trying to adapt
thomsolves to ciroumstances, but they lacked
the experience of the Palace in this direction,
and did not play the open game with con-
spicuous success. Moreover, the Glaziers were
simply bubbling over with enthusiasm, and_in-
stead of waiting for the ball- to dro)
generally followed it all the way, and erived
considerable adyantage from being the first to
arrive . . =

The game was & fairly interesting one, yas
fought out, in a thoroughly sportsmanlike way,
and the victory went to the team ‘which just
deserved to win. The spectators made o
protty good show on the stands and round the
ring, and one would have been inclined to 82y
that there were five or six thousand present,
but as the gate receipts totalled only £88, it
sosms that there could have been only about
half that number. = =
Luton won the toss, but very little advantage
attached to choice of ends. e visitors were
the first to attack, but the Palace soon trans-
ferrod the play, and a corner was oonco d to
o Bollawing which the Palaco wers
very pressing in their attentions, Luton being
kept protty much on the defence. Wallace got
in a capital shot, and a good hard tussle en-

f the Luton gosl, but at

sued in the vicinity o y
last MoCurdy eucceeded in effecting &
clearance.

. - ]
Luton retaliated, but were not able to make
much impre:cion an the Palace defence, and
the homesters again noted on tho sggressive,
& fine shot from Neodham eliciting enthusiastio
chears from the Palace supporters _Even at
this early stage it was clear the Glaziors wero
going to make & bold bid for vmwrg, and the
eagerness With which they followe the ball
was good to 8ee, when viewed from a sympa-
thetic or impartial sugdpomg.

fol-

Tuton now took o turn, and & corner
]gmd upon o centre by Barnes. Yj\r’nmet
P Fut the Falace cloared and rsce ExEy
m‘ loft, only to bo stopped, ‘however, by
ron " Soon afterwards, Bag homesters
s wisiting terms with Platt, and

shot. Th

T 5 i, Luton ous-
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left, but was miles offside, and the point, of
| course, was not _nllovod.. =

The play continued te be fairly even, each
end bemng visited in turn, and from one of
Luton’s incursions Warner hod u glorious
opportunity to drop the ball at the fest of the
other forwurds in front of goal, but he chose
to try a cross shot instead, and this passed
harmlessly behind. Replying to & good run by
Wallace, Luton forced ~another oarner, but
‘White shet high over f.l’om Warner's centre.

- .

A free kick against the Palace for a foul on
Brown gave Luton another look-in. It was
only & look, however, and the goal was never
in much danger. But a little later, Luton be-
cams much more threatening, and a lovely shot
f Hawkes was saved by the custodian

and ho was able fo cloar. ~ Piokering nact
made a dash and nearly got through, 1
the last moment Walker just managed to save
the situation by.kicking into touch.

.

In another assault by Luton the Palace de-
fence got regularly tied up, and s soore seemed
Quite on the cards, but nothing more than a
corner resulted, and that was not turned to
account. The Glaziers replied with vi, our,
and trom now to the interval Luton were ept.
strictly on the defence, and once Platt punted
away nicely from & corner kick, while the last
incident was a grand olearance by Blackett
when the centre-forward, taking a middle from
the outside-left, looked uncommonly like going

clean through on his own.

From the way in which the Palace commenced
the second half, it seemed as t.hm.y;h they had
made use of the interval to lay down a plan
of campaign. They were certainly all of one
mind when the bal ‘was once started, and com-
bined so well as to quite over-play the Luton

lefence.
- . .

Luton got away to begin with, and Warner
put in a fast grounder, but it was the only
opening the visitors found during the first five
minutes, and within that time the Palace suo-
ceeded in winning the game. From a centre
by Roberts, Wallace shot just over the bar, but
a corner was given, Platt presumably havin,
touched the ball and diverted its course. Wal-
lace took the kiok and placed beautifuily, but
Platt cleared.

. )

Tha Glaziers were not to be driven away,
however, and Roberts had hard lines with &
shot which struck the upright. Then from a
throw-in on the left, the ball was nicely put
cross to the centre, where the whole str'ng of
forwards were lying in wait, and Harker
getting possession, had little difficulty at close
quarters in benti.ng Pln:k

Luton, finding the game going against them,
infused a little more life into their play, an
there were some very smart attacks on the
Palace goal. Barnes was the first to show the
way, and after the oustodian had oclenred
Luton renewed their overtures and nppenrod
like meeting with success, but the homesters
obtained rolef by giving a cornar. il was

‘placed by Warner, and eventually Bob Hawkes
sent behind.
. . .

Direotly afterwards, however, the Luton

skipper was seen making one of his irresistible

08, with the ball at his feet, and he finished
up with & long oross shot which beat the cus-
todian all the way and found a resting-place 'n
the net. From where I sat, it looked a mag-
nificent goal, and great was the astonishment
of mynel% and those in the vioinity when the
roferee disallowed it and gave the Palace a
‘ free kick.




Subsequent inquiry elicited that the ball
touched, or was supposed to have touched,
Sandy Brown, who was offside, and that thus
one of the finest efforts of the day was neutra-
lised Sandy  made no attempt to
Elny the ball, s0 it was decidedly

ard luck to have the goal disallowed. Luton
had sevoral chances after this, and Macdonald
especml? ought to bave done some execution,
but he delayed his shots until a defender got
in the way, and the ball rebo'undod.

Then another misfortune overtook Luton,
Warner making a rush and a flying kick at the
ball and missing. 80 1mpetuous was the at-
tempt that he went some yards and then came
8 cropper on his beok. It was at once seen
that he was badly hurt, and he had to be
assisted off the field. He was off a quarter of
an hour or more, arnd though he then returned
for a time, he was completely crippled.

The strange thing was that while he was off,
Luto2 seemed to persistently play to the right
wmglr’, and Barnes and Pickering seldom got
the ball. Many chances of making headway
were lost in this way, and though the visitors
held their own fairly well, it was the Palace
who were the more aangerous. Once the
inside-left got olean away, and there seemed
nothing to prevent him scoring, but just on ths
penalty line he stumbled, either through the
mud or someond’s foot, and there were loud
appeals by the spectators for a penalty, which
was not givem.

[ [] ] 1

The last incident was & corner for Luton, but
before it could be taken the whistle sounded
for time, and the Palace players skipped off the
field followed by a host of enthusiastic
admirers. On the whole, I think the winners
deserved the victory, but all the same, the
match wae no fair test of the strength of the
rival teams owing to the shocking state of the
ground.

. . 0

Luton played very well but the homesters
were better, and with a little luck may go a
long way in the competition. They are cer-
tainly up to the sverage of the Southern
Loague Kirst Division teams, but whilst givin,
them oredit for that, L'm not sure they woul
rank amongst th.o topd:zukars.

‘What I like about them is their enthusiasm,
for. thoy play with tho skill of tho professional
and the deadly oarnestness of the tyro. They
are o well-balanced lor, too, and it would be
diffioult to piok out a really weak spot in the
tesm. The managers of the Club are indeod
fortunate to have brought together such an
oxcollent combination at the first time of
asking. L L 5

Platt kept & good goal for Luton, and Blac-
kot FBeCurdy gave o vory good acconnt
of thomselves, thopgh in the socond half the
former several times allowed his dribbling
ability to take him too far up the field, .{qr
when st last he had to part with the ball it
was not always to the best ndvantage. The
halves were in pretty good form, an Brown
tried very hard at centre-forward, but the pass-
ing and centres of the wing men were not in-
vurinblgeaooumw, and M;o{oltotn tihe h;l,lrx!l:a
placed behind uluwad c:f in front of a col

ill, the hea ing accounted for s good
deg(l",m;nd whonv’itg:'na such a job to lift the

, e
coly bo expeoted. '[he Palace, perhaps
:?):;on yof grenpc:: practice, trinmphi the
obstacles better than t.hoxr.’upponenta.
that faot they owe thel-r vmux‘ry.

i the game, o writer in the
{Ls IC‘?:::;M oger A gu_vs:—"anp wenrg
beaterr a5 much bly the mudias anything, 81

cuillyjformels e :2 Tt went all along
5?.2"'.;::’3:3,";';5’ gen::l st.l?a Paolace gonlkoo;}er,
unluokily going t e
SER cmc::d;l:l‘;!y oiitf.u Bob Hawkoes




scored an equalising goal it
he deserved. The o%. Irm’n i'x: :%i’:f?}d‘:?t

matorialise was a piece of misfortune for
Luton,”

. . .

All the other Southern League clube pot
through the Cup-ties exoept Northauitoy, whu
could only make a draw with Wes( Stanley.
Brentford beat Wycombe Wanderers b 4 0
nil, Watford sccounted for Southport be's to 1.
Brighton did well to win at Glossop by a goal
to nil, and at Sheppey, Norwich City were vic-
torious by 2 to u 5

.

There were only threo matches in the
Southern League on Saturday. Bristol Rovers
entertained and beat West Ham by 2 goals to
1, buc Southampton drew at Millwall at 3 goals
all, and at Park Royal Fulham beat the Ran-
gera by 3 goals tg 1.

.
The following is the League table up to
ate:—

Goals.

Plyd. Wn. Lt. Dn. For.AgstPts
Fulham . 8 6 20 8 22
‘ottenham 9 225 T2
Southampton . aven 7 4 21 17 1
ristol Rovers......... 16 8 2 32 21 1
Plymouth Argyle... 14 7 3 12 T
Luton .... 13 6 4 28 15 1
5 6 22 15 1
6 3 14 15 1
5 4 20 20 X
5 3 18 15 L
5 3 17 18 X
5 2 22 23 1
5 111 2 I
3 4 16 23 1
e

New Brompton . 2
Swindon +. B 2 7 4102 8
Brighton and Hove 15, & 8 2 10 20 8

Luton Town v. Southampton and Bassett v.
the World for supplying i@ good Overcoat or
Mackintosh to watch the match in.—Noto
address: 28, W:allingten-strea-t.-—{ADvl].

On Saturday next, the Luton first team have
another onerous task on hand, in the form of
a visit to Bouthampton. Warner will be un-
able to turn out, and I hear that his place
will be taken by Gallacher, though I should
have thought it would have been better io
ﬁxyo a ohance to Latheron, who has been
doing excellent service for the Reserves. Th
inside-loft position is also a little doubtful.

‘ho Resorves will be at home to Grays
United, who have been showing considerable
improvement of late, and a good game may
therefore be expeoted. |
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